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Local Bridge Hydraulics 101
Planning & Funding 

Considerations

 What causes a bridge to be considered a 
priority for replacement?

 What roadway system is it on and what 
purpose does it serve?  

 Is it an emergency or part of a planned 
construction program?  

 Does it meet the minimum requirements for 
funding sources (federal, bonds, state aid, town 
bridge, local)?

 Can it be rehabilitated?
 Is it historic or environmentally sensitive?
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The county board in cooperation with other local 
units of government within the county…shall 
determine a proposed program for the 
construction or reconstruction of key bridges 
within the county…This county board by 
resolution shall request of the commissioner 
authorization to construct or reconstruct specific 
bridges or remove an abandoned bridge within 
the county and request funding. 
Minnesota Rules 8810.8200 
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 What sources are available for this structure?
 What alternatives to replacement can be used 

with funding (removal or road in lieu)?
 Does the crossing purpose warrant spending 

state resources?  
 What’s the risk of not replacing the structure 

even when it may meet the minimum 
requirements for funding?
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 DSAE’s reviews and approves after giving 
consideration to information provided on the 
application.  

 Determine if due diligence been given to 
justification for use state resources?  

 Review the site?  

 Discussed options?   
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 Bridge Sufficiency Rating ______________ 
 Is this bridge hydraulically deficient?  

 Yes       No
 Adequacy Status from Structure Inventory

 Structurally Deficient  Functionally Obsolete
 Adequate 

 Date of Council/Board action prioritizing this 
bridge____________________________________

 Is this a road-in-lieu of bridge project?          
 Yes       No

 Is the bridge on a private approach and within the public 
right-of-way?  Yes       No
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Topic 7

Will completion of this project effectively eliminate a deficiency in the 
transportation system?     Yes       No

How many people are affected by this deficiency?        

What is the ADT on this bridge? 

Describe the economic importance of replacing this bridge. 

Will this project adversely affect optimum land use or cause other planning 
concerns?             Yes       No

Have federal-aid funds been applied for on this project?                                           
 Yes       No

Is the road designated or planned to be designated as a Minimum Maintenance 
road?              Yes       No

(Attach additional sheets for explanation if necessary)

Replace the inplace structure with another 
bridge.
Replace the inplace bridge with a road     
(may include a structure <10 feet or low 
water crossing).
Remove or abandon the inplace structure.
Defer the project.
Seek other funding sources.
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Topic 9

The District State Aid Engineer is the 
check in the process that assures the 
best projects are being selected.


