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Director, ¥nvironpental Services

SUBJECT: Tions Spring Hest Ares Usage Study
TeHo 53 between Duluth and Virginis

Attached is our report on usage al the Lions uDTiﬂé Resv Area,

During District One's, our own, and ilr. Braun' (n%u - Commissioner -
Public Informetion) discussions with the Vlrglnla Chamber of ‘ '
Commerce and olbher Renge Agencies and area representatives re-
garding a posgsible travel information center on T.h. 5%, we agreed

to conduct this usage survey,

Taring the time. of our study, the area provided services Tor 3,0%9
motorists. This is guite high usage. The peceentaze of mainline
vehicles using the rest area was considerably lower than we had
dnLlClpaqu (4.3% v 12%) however, the sctusl mumber of venicles
using the rest ares was about what we had predicted with our systems

dHﬁ]VS]no Thig indicates that there is s considerably greater
"peaking" of the total traffic volume occuring in the swmer than

ig indicated by the iraffic data wilch we received.

Rest room faclilivies on this wayside are btwo pit toilets. “The

area naintenance personnel neintained these in & good condition,
especlally considering the high usaze. The percentage -0 people
driving into the rest aresa to use the rest rooms and the vercentage
of people actually using the rest rooms are considerably lower

than whalt we would normally ewpect, and this is probably a reflection
of the guality of rest rooms we hove on this highly usea site.

The Virginia Chamber of Commerce placed an information v

this wayside during the summer of 1969, This was also p:nb of an
agreernent resulting from Mr. Bravn's and our discussions with the
arca representatives regerding a possible travel inforration center.
Phe information trailer was staffed through & combined eflort of
various Rsnge Agencies. During the time of our usaze survey, the
information trailer was observed to be operating in a goca efficient
and appropriate manner.

The percentages of people stopping for travel infommation and those
actually using the lravel information are onily about %'of vhat we
would exp@ct with a travel inforration center. DTuring the time of
the usage survey, the trailer provided fravel information For 526
persono, this is a sizeable quantity. :

~ R . . . o "N n N Ala st ex
£ the vebilcles entering the wayside, 483 woere oul-of-stzic. Tnls
indicated s bigh use of such a facilily by the fourisi—rzzort
industry orientated traveler. I was ppruona11w involvea In this

: . survey Tor two davs. During this time I also had an opporiunity to
have some general discusglon with the out-of-state travelesrs.
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Le A. Korth-
December 29, 1969

T was bUTpTlSOd -at the number of these travelers vho commented
most Lavorably on the relative freedom of our roadsides Cron

Cvisual environnmental polliution (blllboardu) These remarks were

initiated by the iraveler as & compliment for the State of Minnesota.
Flany of these travelers were from the highly urbznized areas and

they appreciated the opportunity ito be away from a continval
-bombdrxgent of comuercial wmegsages during thelr vacatlon time.

 It would r‘eem opproprlahe that the Range hgen01es continue to
-provide, improve end maintain their travel treiler in this waj¢1do.

Also, since this survey L have discussed the desirability of im-
proving tnis waygide with Mr. Hiller of Duluth and lMr. Harrison of
Virginia. By this memo I am requesting that the Digtrict provide

us with a layout and survey of the wayside as it is presently
constructed'ajd including the area north of the waysgide to tne next
eross-over, Ve should probably consider improving the roadways

and parking areas in, the wayside, especially delineation and the
toilet facilities. WHoney Tor any buildings on this site should come
out of eny 1970 or 1971 Heaubificaticon Building Funds. With construc-

“tion of eny other toilet facilities, the pit Yoilets would be removed.

Al present they are loeated al a lower elevation than the spring,
however, Lhey are a congtant scuwrce of potential pollution to the
undersrownd vater supply. If we were to place any teiletvs back,

o the north of the wayside, they should probably be ol ‘the vault
- 4¥ype. A Tlush type would not be possible here becesuse the drain
_fleld would conmstitute & probable source oi_pollutlon,of the spring.

Three copxes of this. report are bemng gsent to the Vlrgnnla Chanber
of Commerce. )

Director, ”PVLTOHIeﬂtal Services

CC: We 5. Ekern :
J. A, turchie - John Ohin - BPR

L. H. Liller . J. Weaver - BPR
J. 5. Harrison ' W, Miller —~ BPR
P G, Velsz ' '_ D. 7. ¥reisner
Be Jd¢ Broos . He Do Juffer

John Hall . ' -pﬁf’A. Paulson
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

HrGHAY ~ Office Memorandum

L. E. Foote, Director DATE: 10-23-69
Environment.al Services '

Stanley A. Paulson
Sr. Highway Technician

Lions Spring Rest Area Usage Study

Date: August 22-28,1969
Hours: 10 a.m.~6 p.m, Monday - Saturday
6 a.m.~10 p.m. Sunday
Percent of vehicles on mainlines using rest area cars 4. 3% trucks 3,7:
Average persons/vehicle = 3.3
L8% of vehicles entering were out of state
: Vehieles from 31 states used the rest area
Weather: Monday-Sunday. Partly cloudy & warm,
Purpese for Driving into Rest Areas

Get water 39.4%
Use rest room 19.2%
To rest 16.3%
To eat 11,1%
Get travel info  10.6%
Other : 3.1%

Dispose -of waste. 0,3%

Percent of Persons Using

Water 678
Rest room  38%

Percent of Vehicles Using

Information : 17.3% .
Picnie tables 16,.5%
Waste disposal 1. 6%

Cooking facilities (fireplaces) 0.3%

Average Stay

To eat 35 min.
To rest . 21 min.
Use rest room 15 min.
Information 15 min.
Other 13 min.
Drinking water 12 min.

Dispose of waste 3 min,
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October 23, 1969

Time of Vehicles Entering Lions Spring

4 7 8 ¢ 30 11 Woom 1 2 3 L 5 & 7 8 o
S /A VAN [ AN L N - o1z N To1
.Taesr - - - - 6 9 1 3 11 10 10 - - - o 71
Wed - - - = 3 4, 1 10 s 1 6 2 - -~ - - 65
Thurs - - - - 4L 9 .10 5 12 3 7 5 = = - - 55
Fri - - - - 19 1 32 18 26 21 23 23 - - - - 178
St - - - - 21 28 32 25 33 31 2 18 - - =~ - 208
Sv - A 7 7 21 21 21 28 21 25 27 % 19 18 6 2 243
Total o 4 7 7 s a1 134 101 126 12 105 8L 19 18 6 2 921

Vehicles on Highway

Passenger cars pulling no trailer 81.4% Note: 15% of the passenger cars entering the rest
Cther single unit trucks 6.2% area were hauling some type of trailer.
Semi 3.1%
Passenger cars pulling boat trailer 2.4%
Pick-up campers . 2.L%
Passenger cars pulling camper trailer 1.8%
. Passenger cars pulling house trailer 1.2%
Passenger cars pulling other trailer 0.8%
Buses ' ' 0.6%
0.1%
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Sz, Highway Technician .




