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DATE, Deco 29, 1969

FROM 1'0 3. Poote
Director, }':nvironIpental Service s

SUBJECT, J,ions spring Hcst Area Usage Study
'I'oH o 53 bet'.vecn Duluth and V:i-rg:i.n:i.a

Attached is our report on usage at the Lions Sprjllg Hest ..\.reEt.
Duri.ngDiETtrj.ct Onels, our own, m1d Uro Braun'n (Asnto Cc:::.::lissioner
Public ·Infor;nation) dirj(~usB:Lons with the Virginia Cha~be:c' of
COJ:h,,:wrce and other :ilBJ:lgC Agencief.3 t:md area representatives 2"'e
gardinf3 a posnible travel information center on 'lloE o 53, \';e agreed
to conduct this usage survey.

Duri:lg the tiY:le of our stUdy, the area provided services for 3,039
motoristf3o :f.lhis is qUite high usagco ~:he percf~nta2;e of ::J.~,-inline

vehicles using the rost area was considerablX lower tha~ ·;:8 had
anticipated (4. 3;:b VB 12;:.~) however, the actuF~l rlluYtber of v8!1icles
using the rest area Wl.].S about what we had predicted with 01).2"' SJT !-3tCr.lS
8..na1ysj.Bo (l'his indicates that the:ce is H. considerably r:-:-2EtCl'

ltpeaking" of the totaltra:f:f.ic volu!QO occuring in the 8Lt:~:-.:e!.' than
is inclica:tcd by the tr<:-Lffj.c de.ta wh:Lch wc received.

Hest room fD.cilities on this wa~Tf.~i.de arn two pj.t toilets~ ~L\he

area me.inten811ce personnel uainta:Lned these in 8. good conditio!... ,
especially consj.derinf, the high usageo ~~he percentage '0:' people
driving into the rest area to use the rest rOOf:1S Pilld the ~,;e~centa?~e

of people :3.ctually usinC the refJt rooms are considerabl~{ J..o'ilor
than what ,",ve would normally expect, and thi3 :i.s probnbl;" 8. reflection
o:f the qUB,lity of rest roo!fl.S we have on this h:L[hly v.sed sitco

~I'he Virgj.nia Chamber of Gomme:cce placed an information t?""ailer in
this wayside durinc; the sumner of 19690 This Vfas also Fe.:c-t o:f an
agreement resu]:l:;iu[; from l'lro Brav11' B and our discussions ·....i th toe
a:eea representatives regarding a possible 'tr2vol inforr....~E:tj_on centero
~rhe j.nfoX'!!lut:Lon trailer was staffed through a cor1bi!H:~d ef::ort of
various Range Agencies. During t~o time of our usage sl.~.::,vey, tfi8
information trailer vIas observed to be operating in a f;oc6 efficient
and appropriate manl1er o

~i~he percenta[cs of people stopning for travel infonPRtio:l and thoBe
actually using the travel info~::-:.a·~ion are only about ~ 0: '..!hat v;e
would expect wi.th a travel infor:r:ation center. Du:cing t~-::8 tin'.e of
the usage survey, the trailer provided travel infor;natio!l for 526
pel:'oons t thir:; is a sizeable qucJXl"I.i:L ty.

Of' '~he vehicles entering tho \'laysj.de, 48~;S \,,'Gre out-of-st(;.-:;eo This
indicated a high usc of ~Juch a fPccLl.i ty by the touriB'lj~rs20I't
:Lnclustry or:i.en·~ated travelero I v!as personally involved :-~1 this
survey fo!"' two dayf30 During this time I also had an oP;Jo:c-tunity to
ha,ve Gome general di.Bcussion with the out-of-state tre.Y81srs o
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I was surprised .at the number of these travelers I-Al0 commented
mOGt favorably on the l'ela:l;ivG freedor:l of our roadsides fror:l
vtGualenvtronnental pollution (b:Lllboards)" These rcmf:l,rks were
initiated by the traveler as a eomplinent for thc state of l\'innesota,
EflIlY of these travelcTBwore from the hi.ghly urbani?cd areas and
they appreciated the opportunity to be away frOJ:l a continual
bonbard~lent of comracrcial messages during their vacation timeo

It would. seem c.ppropria·Go that the Hance Agencies continue to
. proVide, improve and l:laintain' their travel trailer in this wayside.
Also, since this survey I have discussed the desirability of im
proving this wayside with iiII'. Hi.ller of Duluth and hr. Harrison of
Virginia" By this r:wmo I am requestin~ that the ,District provi.de
us with a layout a~dsurvey of the wayside as it is presently
constructed and including tho area north of the wayside to the next
cross-over. rie should probably consider improyj.nG the roadv:a;ys
and parl:ing areas in, the v/ayside, cBpecially clelineation and the
toilet facili-tieso Honey for any buildings on this site shou.ld come
out of s.ny 1970 or 1971 '3eautification Building Funds. \'Iitit construc
tion of any other toilet faciliticn, the pit toilets would b~ rem.oved.
At present they are located at a lower elevation than the spring,
however, they are a constant source of potential pollution to the
lmderground WEtter su.pplyo If we were to place DllY toilets back,
to the north of the Ylaysj_de, the~r shou.ld probably beo:r the vault
type, A fluGhtype would not be possible here because the drain
field would constitute a probable source of. pollution of the spring 0

Three copies of this report are being sent to the Virgi.nia Chamber
of Co~nerce.

/~:
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~./

I.\(t~~~
Director, }~nvironmental Services

cc: Yl. S. Ekern
J. A. I.:urchic John Ohm BPR
I,. H. !.;iller J. Weaver BPR
J. " lIarr:i.son Wo J,tiller }3PH0.

P. G. Velz D. m Wreisner••
}' J, Eroos H. D. JufferJ.

John Hall LAr. A. Paulson
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L. E. Foote, Director
Environmental Services

Stanley A. Paulson
Sr. Highwa,y Technician

Lions Spring Rest Area Usage Study

DATE: 10-23-69

Date:
Hours:

August 22-28,1969
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Honday - Saturday
6 a.m.-lO p.m. Sunday

Percent of vehj.cles on mainlines using rest area cars 4.3% trucks 3.7>
Average persons/vehicle c~ 3.3
48% of vehicles entering were out of state
Vehicles from 31 states used the rest area

\veather: Honday-Sunday. Partly cloudy & warm.
Purpose for Driving into Rest Areas

Get water
Use rest room
To rest
To eat
Get travel info
Other
Dispose of vlfH3t.P.

39.4%
19.2%
16.3%
11.1%
10.6%
3.1%
0.3%

Percent of Persons Using

jllater 67%
Rest room 38%

Percent of Vehicles Using

Information
Picnic tables
Waste disposal
Cooking facilities (fireplaces)

Average Stay

17.3% .
16.5%
14.6%
0.3%

To eat
To rest
Use rest room
Information
Other
Drinking water
Dispose of waste

35 min.
21 min.
15 min.
15 min.
13 min.
12 min.
3 min.
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Time of Vehicles Entering Lions Spring

6 7 8 9 10 11 Noon 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
ibn -- - - - 14 14 ~:17 12 15 11 12 6 - - - - 101

Tues - - - - 6 9 11 3 11 10 10 11 - - - ;.,. 71

~{ed - - - - 3 14 11 10 8 11 6 2 - - - - 65

Thurs - - - - 4 9 10 5 12 3 7 5 - - - - 55

Fri - - - - 19 16 32 18 26 21 23 23 - - - - 178

Sa.t - - - - 21 28 32 25 33 31 20 18 - - - - 208

Sun - 4 7 7 21 21 21 28 21 2' 27 16 19 18 6 2 243.;)

Total 0 4 7 7 88 III 134 101 126 112 105 81 19 18 6 2 921

Vehicles on Highway

Passenger cars pulling no trailer.
ether single unit trucks
" .......erm.
Passenger cars pulling boat trailer
Pick-up campers
Passenger cars pulling camper trailer
Passenger cars pulling house trailer
Passenger cars pulling other trailer
Buses
Yther /J

., /I . /. /(+- L/;}.)
'-£/'--(j~--..-, I CU/ ..............'--:"::=:-:~'-:<.:: . ./

Sr. Highway Tecp_~cian

S~P:kmr.
i. 1.

81.4%
6.2%
3.1%
2.4%
2.4%
1.8%
1.2%
0.8%
0.6%
0.1%

Note: 15% of the passenger cars entering' the rest
area were hauling some tYPe of trailer.


