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SOILS and CONSTRUCTION NOTES (SCN)
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In this section you will be introduced to the basic parts of the 
standard plates and soils and construction notes.



STANDARD PLATES

STD. PLATES & SC NOTES 2019-06 http://ihub/projectdelivery/design/index.html 3

Standard Plate table should be included in most plans.  It contains 
a list of the most recent standard plates used in the plan.



STANDARD PLATES
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Standard plates can be placed 
with the statement of estimated 
quantities or tables….



STANDARD PLATES

STD. PLATES & SC NOTES 2019-06 http://ihub/projectdelivery/design/index.html 5

But the Standard Plates 
table is usually included in 
the soils and construction 
notes.



STANDARD PLATES
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The Standard Plate table should always include a sentence in the 
heading…THE FOLLOWING STANDARD PLATES, APPROVED BY 
THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, SHALL APPLY ON THIS 
PROJECT.



STANDARD PLATES
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The tabulation should always include the most recent 
version/letter.  This is the only location where the letter should 
be included with the standard plate reference.

Only include the plates that apply to the project not the whole list.



STANDARD PLATES
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Sometimes there will be additional standard plates listed such as 
in lighting, signals, TMS, etc..

When this happens you have two options.
1. Add a note at the bottom referencing the other location for standard plate 

reference.  If this is the case that location must include a standard plate table with 
approval note and most recent letter.

2. If in those locations no letter is included then you do not note their location but 
rather make sure those plates are included in the primary standard plate table.



SCN - PROJECT NUMBER(S)
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 When there are multiple project 
numbers as a minimum the PRIME SP 
number should be shown.  It is 
optional to show all of the SP 
numbers.  The main thing is to be 
consistent.

 ALL State Aid project numbers must 
also be shown on every sheet in the 
bottom right corner.

The project number(s) should be shown in the bottom right corner 
of the plan sheet.  It should include the (TH #) but not the legislative 
number.



SCN - SHEET LABEL
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The sheet label should be shown in the bottom right corner of 
the plan sheet.  Above the SP # and SHEET number.



SCN - SHEET SIGNATURE
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The soils and construction note sheet must be signed.  This is typically 
located in the bottom center of the sheet just left of the SP #. 

This will include the Design 
Engineers (same person who 
signed the plan title sheet).  
It will include….
 Printed name
 Signature
 License Number
 Date



SCN -SHEET SIGNATURE
(Continued)
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A different signature block will be used if these are signed by 
an Engineer different than the one who signed the title sheet.  
This will require the Board of AELSLAGID signature language.



SCN - SHEET NUMBER
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The sheet number is shown in the bottom right corner of the plan sheet.



SOILS & CONSTRUCTION NOTES
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The Soils & Construction notes are general in nature but should 
include information from the MDR (Soils letter) and other 
pertinent information not shown elsewhere in the plan.



SOILS & CONSTRUCTION NOTES
COMPACTION NOTES
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Compaction of bituminous material 
will not be included in these notes but 
other material compaction may be.



SOILS & CONSTRUCTION NOTES
EXCESS MATERIAL NOTE
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Excess material note should be 
phrased as “ALL MATERIAL NOT 
UTILIZED ON THIS PROJECT 
SHALL BECOME THE PROPERTY 
OF THE CONTRACTOR AND 
DISPOSED OF OFF THE R/W IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SPEC 
2104.”



SOILS & CONSTRUCTION NOTES
TACK COAT NOTE
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If there is 
bituminous on 
the job there 
should be tack 
coat notes.



QUESTIONS????
Any questions contact us ANYTIME:
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Tim Swanson, P.E. @ 651-366-4689
tim.swanson@state.mn.us

Jane Krebsbach@ 651-366-3183
jane.krebsbach@state.mn.us

Chee Yeun Lay, P.E. @ 651-366-4662
chee.yeun.lay@state.mn.us
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