TWIN CITIES - MILWAUKEE - CHICAGO INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE PROJECT

PROJECT FACTS
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* Develop the purpose and transportation
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TCMC PROJECT FEATURES

Proposed Twin Cities-Milwaukee-Chicago Intercity Passenger Rail Service route. The project would
add an additional, daily round-trip passenger train between the Twin Cities and Chicago.

The proposed TCMC corridor currently is

Portland, Oregon, which provides one
served by Amtrak’s long-distance Empire trip per day in each direction. Amtrak’s
Builder service that operates between Hiawatha Service also operates on this

Chicago and Seattle, Washington, and

corridor between Milwaukee and Chicago.

Anticipated schedule

About 4-6 hours difference from the departure/arrival times of the Empire Builder service

Travel time

Faster than Empire Builder service —about 7.5 hours between St. Paul and Chicago

Ridership  About 155,000 riders annually

RNALEY

Ca

m‘ DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

&
7 oF TRWY

‘s\scons ,4 =2
! linoisDepartment RAMSEY
= of Transportation COUNTY PAGE 1
O Regional Railroad
Authority




TWIN CITIES - MILWAUKEE - CHICAGO INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE PROJECT

TCMC TIMELINE

2015 2016

| JULY 2016-
® DEC 2017
: : PHASE 1

STUDY PHASE 2 STUDY

i Purpose and Need Statement (July 2017)

Amtrak
Feasibility Report
(May 2016) &

Alternatives Analysis (August 2017)
Conceptual Design Plans (August 2017) .

* Public Meetings (Sept 2017) 0
WE ARE HERE

Cost Estimates (Oct 2017)
plan.

Recommended Infrastructure Improvements (Nov 2017)

RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE

Includes completing
the environmental
review process,
preliminary design,
and publishing a
service development

PROJECT FACTS
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FINAL DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION

Final design and construction would begin after the
environmental review process is complete. If funding is
received in a timely manner, the proposed TCMC service
could start by 2022.

The recommended alternative is for the TCMC service to operate as an extension of one of the existing seven Hiawatha
service schedules. This alternative best meets the purpose and need for the project.

PROJECT PURPOSE and NEED
The proposed TCMC service would ...

* Address gaps in the regional transportation system by operating
a second, daily round trip;

* Be cost-effective to implement, operate and maintain;

* Address projected population increases and economic growth
by providing a second daily service about four to six hours apart
from the Empire Builder schedule; and

* Integrate with Hiawatha service between Milwaukee and Chicago.

The need for the project is based on the following transportation gaps:

* Communities along the corridor have limited transportation
options for trips to major metropolitan areas, and the Empire
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Builder service does not provide sufficient connections to nearby
destinations or airports in Milwaukee and the Twin Cities;

Projected population increases along the proposed TCMC
corridor are expected to spur more travel delays on roads and
strain airline services;

The one daily round-trip passenger rail service between the
Twin Cities and Chicago does not provide schedule choices for
intercity and other travelers within the region; and

The Empire Builder service reaches near-capacity or capacity

during peak travel months, and travel demand within the
proposed corridor is projected to rise.

PROJECT WEBSITE

www.dot.state.mn.us/passengerrail/tc-mil-chi/
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