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MFAC Member Updates  

Member Update Highlights included:  

• The Minnesota Trucking Association has partnered with the CDL Pathways Program 
with the city of Minneapolis. They already seeing the benefits of this program. 

• Aircraft Mechanic Shortage is a pressing issue; many planes are still older and need 
mechanics versus other areas like electrical engineers. 

• Members recognized the passing of two MFAC founding members in 2019: Ron Lifson 
and Richard Murphy. 

Follow up on Funding Subgroup Discussion  

Several activity ideas were presented to members. Members raised the following themes during 
the discussion:  

• The importance of meeting with local legislators and public officials to share knowledge 
on freight community - prioritizing legislators who have jurisdiction and involvement in 
freight issues. 

• Creating universal visibility and localizing our story – personal stories can make a big 
impression. 

• Keeping MFAC as a neutral party, as was set out in its foundation. 
• Utilizing existing relationships with legislators and congressional staffers, and building 

on these through hearings, tours and other activities. 

Findings from MFAC White Paper: First and Last Mile Freight – Frank Douma, State and 
Local Policy Program Director, Humphrey School of Public Affairs  

Main points: 

• Last mile delivery has become responsibility of shipper and carrier – increasingly, 
customers are expecting expedited/same day delivery. 



• Many new technologies are proliferating for this delivery – drones, even autonomous 
vehicles. Warehouse technology is changing too – improved sorting, shipping, and 
tracking times.  

• Innovation will not occur uniformly across the state, there will be rural versus urban 
differences. To maximize the benefit, we need continued investment in broadband. 

• Coordination with public and private partners will lead to a successful long-term 
implementation of new technologies and practices. 

Remarks from MN Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 
Deputy Commissioner, Kevin McKinnon  

Kevin made remarks on the important partnership between DEED and MnDOT. Their most 
recent partnership is an airport infrastructure renewal project with aeronautics. They are 
investigating how they can assist with business development opportunities in that area. DEED is 
in a very tight labor market and they have been working on removing barriers for people to enter 
the workforce. They are also deeply considering new technologies and their impact.  

Connected and Automated Freight – Updates, Challenges, and Opportunities - Cory 
Johnson, ITS Program Manager, MnDOT  

Main points: 

• Truck Platooning statute was passed in 2019.The goal of MnDOT is to streamline the 
plan approval process by proactively identifying safe platoon corridors that minimize 
operational and infrastructure impacts.   

• MnDOT has created a CAV Strategic Plan that includes a platooning plan, identifies 
infrastructure deficiencies for platooning, research on freight automation, pilot freight 
CAV projects, and will review freight plans for CAV consideration.  

Members raised that there are insurance issues that need to be considered with truck platooning. 
Insurance companies will need to be part of the conversation. 
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