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MINNESOTA FREIGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

March 22, 2018 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Attendees: 
 
MFAC Executive Members Present:  
Bruce Abbe, Midwest Shippers Association; Jason Craig, C.H. Robinson; Ron Dvorak, Lake 
Superior Warehousing Co. Inc.; Steve Elmer, Metropolitan Council; Bill Gardner, MnDOT-
Central Office; Bill Goins, FedEx; Neal Young, Minnesota Department of Employment and 
Economic Development. 
 
MFAC Members Present:  
Lydia Bjorge, BNSF Railway; Ron Chicka, Greater Minnesota Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations; Meg Duncan, Koch Logistics; Denise Dvoracek, Transportation Club of 
Minneapolis & St. Paul; Wayne Knewtson, Knewtson Soy Products; Shelley Latham, Perkins 
STC; Michael Loney, Medtronic; James McCarthy, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA); 
Dan Murray, American Transportation Research Institute (ATRI); Jon Olsen, Minnesota State 
Patrol; Phillip Qualy, UTU-SMART-TD; Neil Ralston, Metropolitan Airports Commission; 
Kathryn Sarnecki, St. Paul Port Authority; George Schember, Cargill; Troy Schroeder, 
Minnesota Association of Regional Development Organizations; Brad Shamla, Enbridge Energy 
Company, Inc.; Tracie Walter, Bemidji Aviation; Mark Wegner, Minnesota Regional Railroads 
Association; Dean Zuleger, Soldier Trucking. 
 
Members’ Alternates Present: 
Jeff Benjamin, Schwan’s Company 
 
Guests & Speakers Present: 
Jason Culotta, Progressive Rail; Elizabeth Hazekamp, Rep. Jason Lewis Office; Cory Johnson, 
MnDOT; Scott McBride, MnDOT;  Kyle Olson, Sen. Amy Klobuchar’s Office; Laurie Ryan, 
MnDOT; John Tompkins, MnDOT. 
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Staff Present: 
Gina Baas, Center for Transportation Studies (CTS), University of Minnesota; Shannon 
Engstrom, CTS; Nicole George, MnDOT. 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
 
Chairman Dvorak welcomed members, staff, and guests.  
 
Dvorak welcomed new Members: Meg Duncan – Koch Logistics, Justin Johnson – Bay and Bay 
Transportation, Todd Gilbert – Valley Cartage, and Vicki Schwartz – Schwan’s Company. 
 
Dvorak then led introductions around the room. 
 
State Freight Plan Update – Bill Gardner 
 
Gardner updated members on the most recent iteration of the Minnesota State Freight Investment 
Plan. Around $100 million has been available for mostly road improvements and projects. The 
plan has been retitled to Statewide Freight System and Investment Plan (SFSIP) to be more 
consistent with other MnDOT plans. Gardner thanked freight office staff for their efforts in 
updating the plan.  
 
He noted that regional freight plans will also be part of the investment plan. This helps capture 
local issues and involve local officials and stakeholders. The first of the regional plans will begin 
this summer in NE Minnesota (District 1) led by Nicole George. More information will be shared 
at future meetings.  
 
Gardner also mentioned the luncheon plenary panel on freight at this year’s Minnesota’s 
Transportation Conference. Many of the key freight leaders across the state were part of the 
panel, including a few MFAC members.  
 
Q&A:  
 
Q: Goins – How would stakeholders provide input or feedback on the Statewide Freight System 
and Investment Plan?  
A: Gardner – MFAC is a great place to provide input. Freight office staff are always open to 
discussion and welcome stakeholder input.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mfac/pdf/mfacmarch2018mtgpresentation4.pdf
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MFAC Member Survey Results & Discussion – Ron Dvorak and Jason Craig 
 
Chairman Dvorak and Vice Chairman Craig walked through the results of the survey with 
members. (A summary of the results can be found in the appendix.)  
 
Comments from Members:  

• Dan Murray: ATRI is tracking economic impact of e-commerce and they are already 
noticing a large impact on the local economy.  

• Bruce Abbe  
 
Recommendations from Members:  

• Appreciate the meeting materials and news bulletins but only about 50% of members in 
the room have visited the webpage before.  

• Members agreed it would be helpful to include materials or links to materials to other 
freight advisory committees, especially the very active Wisconsin Freight Advisory 
Committee.  

• Members would prefer information be pushed to them.  
• Lydia Bjorge & Mark Wegner mentioned changes in technology for rail – this might be a 

good agenda item for a future meeting.  
• Steve Elmer: Recommended a hybrid of small group and large group discussion – 

perhaps forming a small committee for those who are interested in a specific topic or 
mode.  

• Mark Wegner: Wishes to see freight on the radar of elected officials. Bill Goins 
commented that this could happen if congestion was reduced, which means commuters 
need to advocate for congestion reduction or transit improvements. Bill Gardner added 
that the legislature seems to listen well when freight companies show up and stress the 
impact on their companies and how congestion limits expansion.  

• Members agreed that while the group is not an advocacy organization, an advisory 
committee should be present at the capitol. It will be important that messaging be 
consistent and not compete with each other.  

• Jeff Benjamin: Is there a way for MFAC members to measure the impact of congestion 
on their organizations as a collective?  

o Bill Gardner: MnDOT is working on performance measures, many of which are 
federally mandated. Intermodal and freight fluidity is getting a lot of attention. 
Telling stories, especially personal stories, makes an impact at the legislature but 
the data also needs to be readily available.  

• James McCarthy: FHWA has made a lot of progress in understanding freight in the last 
15 years. Now FHWA and DOTs have data on freight. What is missing is the where 
freight is going – where will freight investment be needed in the future?  
 
 

 
 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mfac/pdf/mfacmarch2018mtgpresentation4.pdf
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Break 
 
 
MnDOT Construction Update – Scott McBride 
 
Funding: 
Freight tonnage is set to increase by 80% by 2040. 850 bridges will require significant work by 
2025. Nearly 1 million new Minnesotans are estimated to join the state by 2050. Local roads and 
bridges are unfunded and state highways need $6 billion in investment over the next 10 years.  
 
McBride noted all of these statistics are also facing a “perfect storm” of funding shortfalls and 
increasing costs. Population and freight shipments are increasing, increasing fuel efficiency 
(though not much of an increase for diesel); Flat VMT, stable/flat federal funding, increased 
costs and construction/maintenance, and aging infrastructure are all creating a large challenge for 
DOTs.  
 
Sources of New Funding – major sources of funding include:  

• Dedicating vehicle rental taxes, vehicle rental sales tax, and remaining motor vehicle 
lease sales tax.  

• Dedication a portion of the auto parts sales tax - $2.628/month (‘18/’19), 
$12.137M/month (‘20/’21) 

• Motor vehicle lease sales tax (MVLST) split changed: 
o 38% for greater MN transit – net loss of $3.1M over 10 year in Transit Assistance 

Fund 
o 38% 5 metro “collar counties’ $3.3M/biennium but net loss over 10 years of $2M 
o 13% Local Bridge Program - $25 M/biennium 
o 11% highway user tax distribution fund 

 
Funding Allocations - major provisions include:  

• Trunk highway fund cash appropriation of corridors of commerce $25M/year 
• New revenue to the trunk highway fund from the general fund through the highway user 

tax distribution fund totaling $102.2M FY18-19; $244.5M FY20-21 
• Trunk highway bonding $940M over 4 years 

o State road construction - $100, $100, $220, $220 
o Corridors of commerce - $50, $50, $100, $100 

 
Q&A:  
Q: Bill Goins – For the groups benefit, can you explain what Corridors of Commerce is?  
A: Scott McBride – In 2013, the legislature created Corridors of Commerce program, authorizing 
the sale of up to $300 million in new trunk highway bonds for the construction, reconstruction 
and improvement of trunk highways for projects not already in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program. This was to further two major goals: 1) Provide additional highway 
capacity on segments where there are currently bottlenecks in the system, and 2) Improve the 
movement of freight and reduce barriers to commerce. MnDOT is going through a review 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mfac/pdf/mfacmarch2018mtgpresentation2.ppt
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process right now and will announce projects soon for $244 M in funding for FY20-21.  
 
Q: Phil Qualy – Now that we are taking out debt for road repair, will the bonds be repaid by the 
time they need to be replaced.  
A: McBride – Bonds are repaid in 20-30 years. Maintenance is usually needed at 20-30 years but 
that is typically half the lifespan.  
 
Q: Jason Craig – What is the new trucker app?  
A: John Tompkins & Cody Johnson – In cooperation with the 511 site, the app will help meet the 
specific needs of truckers. The app will be the mobile version of the current desktop website.  
 
Connected and Autonomous Vehicles – Cory Johnson and Dan Murray 
 
MnDOT’s Autonomous Bus Pilot – Cory Johnson 
Project Goals 

• Challenge an autonomous bus in the snow and ice conditions that are common in MN.  
• Operations – identify challenge and strategies for safe operation 
• Mobility – prepare for improved mobility services through AV 
• Infrastructure – identify the infrastructure that is needed to ensure safe operation of AV 
• Influence – increase Minnesota’s visibility and influence on advancing AV & CV 
• Partnerships – enhance partnership between government and the autonomous vehicle 

industry 
Project Timeline:  

• Initial research in February 2017 
• Launched RFP in spring 2017 

o Local Motors and EasyMile responded. EasyMile was selected.  
• Testing at MnROAD  
• Operation during Super Bowl week to the public 
• Demonstrations with National Federation of the Blind, 3M headquarters, and the State 

Capitol 
 
EasyMile EZ10 Shuttle: 
12 passenger shuttle. Averages 10-15 mph. Shuttle is a level 4 category autonomous bus (see 
levels described in the presentation slides).  
 
Testing Results: 
Tested the shuttle on bare pavement, light misty rain/edge of snow, mostly bare pavement, and 
compacted snow/icy spots, 1-inch fresh snow cover, loose snow, low visibility, ice for wheel 
path, ice across lane, ice at start/stop, and 3-4 inches of slush. 
 
 
The shuttle performed well overall. In dry conditions, it performed very well. The shuttle is very 
conservative with higher speeds and stopping distance.  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mfac/pdf/mfacmarch2018mtgpresentation3.pdf
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Design changes to the shuttle because of this demonstration:  

• Interior heater was only on the ceiling so passenger’s feet would become cold.  
• Snow accumulated in the sensor housing and adjustments to design will be made.  

 
Autonomous Trucks Update – Dan Murray 
 
Top Issues: 

• Truck driver shortage – autonomous trucks are unlikely to take the driver out of the 
vehicle  

• Where is the autonomous truck network going to be?  
• What will the impact of retail sales and e-commerce be on autonomous trucks and 

trucking in general? 
• How will traffic laws and policies need to adjust to accommodate and regulate 

autonomous trucks? 
• Cost: Need to find the benefit/cost for autonomous trucks.  
• Fatalities: Uber’s first fatality 

 
First certified autonomous truck in the country (in Nevada): Freightliner has tested the first 
autonomous truck. 
 
Technology includes RADAR, LIDAR, video optics, D-GPS/digitized mapping, and so much 
more.  
 
Dan was able to be an independent observer on the Budweiser/OTTO truck test in Colorado. The 
truck had already tested and adjusted the timing \ 
 
Most of the issues are not tech-related. There is currently no national guidance on autonomous 
policy. Though USDOT has promised to push forward policy and make an announcement within 
the month.  
 
Gina Baas, CTS, mentioned that the Center will be hosting an Autonomous Vehicles workshop 
in June. Topics that will be considered are broad: equity, mobility, etc. The question the 
workshop will aim to attempt to answer: how will Minnesota prepare for autonomous vehicles? 
The workshop will be invite only and will include people from all sectors.  
 
 
Member Announcements:  

• Mark Wegner: Rail day at the capitol is on May 3. The also mentioned that the freight rail 
council met two days ago and suggested Tenzin Dolkar be invited to speak at an 
upcoming MFAC meeting. Lastly, he asked how the intermodal terminal is going.  

o Ron: There are a number of growing pains right now that they are working 
through. 

o Jason: The impacts seems to be on the edges of one or two day transit.  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/mfac/pdf/mfacmarch2018mtgpresentation1.pdf
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• Bruce Abbe: Encouraged members to make presentation suggestions if they see a great 
presentation about issues in their industry.  

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
Appendix 
Member Satisfaction Survey Results  
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