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Freight Facilities Receiving 
More Attention 

• The critical need to move freight as well as people 
• Corridors of Commerce
• Capital Bonding Bill
• Federal Funding Programs



Roads and Bridges –
More Funding

 Continued need for upgrading local roads to 
10-ton standards

 More pressure to increase weight limits

 Better Roads and Bridges Serve Everyone’s 
Interests



Capital Bonding Bill in Both 2017 and 
2018

 Transportation Alliance worked with 
legislators to introduce bills funding Local 
Road Improvement Program and Local Bridge 
Program

 Supported Funding for All Modes



Capital Bonding bills - $285 million for transportation 2017
$540 million for transportation in 2018

o Local Road Improvement Program - $194.5M
o Local Bridge Replacement Program - $79 M
o Railroad grade separation & safety projects - $81M
o Ports and Waterways - $10.2 M
o Local Road Wetland Mitigation Program - $11.7 M
o Transit projects - $23.25 M
o Highway projects - $39 M
o Transportation Economic Development - $4.5 M



Policy Related to Freight Movement in 
Supplemental Budget Bill

 Policies related to Airport Zoning
 Rail program

 Bill was vetoed but issues will likely come back



Corridors of Commerce
 Designed to focus funding on Highway Corridors 

that are critical for freight movement

 Policy changes in 2017 required MnDOT to develop 
criteria and score all eligible projects

 First funded in 2013 with $300M in trunk highway 
bond proceeds – funded 10 projects

 Smaller funding amounts in 2014 and 2015

 In 2017, legislature authorized $300M in bonds and 
$100M in trunk highway cash



Corridors of Commerce
The projects selected for 2017 $400M were:
· TH169 in Elk River TH101-197th Ave. convert to freeway $157M
· I-94 from St. Michael to Albertville - add auxiliary lane $56M
· I-494 from France Ave to TH77 - add MnPASS lanes $134M
· I-494/I35W—complete phase I of turbine interchange $70M

2018 Bonding Bill included another $400M in trunk Highway Bonds:

· TH14 Owatonna to Dodge Center - 2 to 4 lane conversion  $160M

· TH23 Willmar to St. Cloud - 2 to 4 lane conversion $105M

· TH252/I-94 - convert to a freeway and add MnPASS lanes Dowling to 
TH610  $163M



Finishing the Job in 2018
• Dedication of Sales Tax on Auto Parts

• For FY2018-19 only $63 million
• For FY2020 and beyond - $145 million 
• Total is closer to $260-280M annually

• A Constitutional Dedication would 
protect the funding for road use





Federal Funding – More Attention

 INFRA Grant Program – No projects for Minnesota

 BUILD Replaces TIGER grants

 Transit Capital Investment Grants



You Can Make a Difference!

• Talk to Your Legislators

• Support from Ag Groups and Businesses has 
been critical!

• Text “Transportation” to 52886

• Stay Engaged – We’ll Keep You Updated



Questions?

www.transportationalliance.com
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