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Update on Freight Planning Efforts



MFAC

• MFAC plays a vital role

• Last Plan completed in 2016 and updated in 2018

• Investments in the Minnesota Highway Freight Program 
rolling out now

$100 million of freight improvements including:

I. Twin Ports Interchange in Duluth

II. Freight Mobility Improvements US10, TH13, US212

III. Truck Parking in District 6 on I90
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Freight Action Agenda

• Reviewing and 
updating

• Looking for 
some feedback 
and input from 
MFAC members

• District Freight 
Plans are direct 
result of Action 
Agenda
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Where are going with Planning?

1. Next State Freight Plan to be updated by the start of Calendar Year 2023

2. Soliciting future installments for the Minnesota Highway Freight Program as 
money comes in

3. Working on regional District Freight Plans in each of the MnDOT Districts to 
integrate freight into our construction planning
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District 1 Freight Plan



• Purpose of the regional/district freight plans: 

 To study regional freight trends in 
greater detail and to better integrate 
freight into policy and programming 
decisions at the District level

 To feed the Minnesota Highway 
Freight Program

 Will roll up into the next State Freight 
Plan
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District 1 Freight Plan



District 1 Freight Plan

12/9/2019 mndot.gov 8

Challenging Terrain Heavy Snowfall, Long Winters Unique Natural Resources 

   
 



Freight and Northeast Minnesota’s Economy
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District 1 Multimodal Freight System: Facts
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Input and Data Analysis on Needs
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Railroad Needs and Issues
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Reliable and competitive rail 
service is a major rail-related 

issue outside of the Duluth area

• Incorporated feedback and input from a 
related effort called the Northeast 
Minnesota Freight Rail Opportunity 
Study (NEMFROS)

• Grade Crossings and service costs



Waterway Needs and Issues
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Port issues are more limited in scope, and 
focused on Duluth. 

• OSOW access

• Rebuild TPI

• Dredging 

• Preserve land
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Local Projects
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GAPS



• Categorized Issues into the 3 Main MHFP Program Categories and ranked 
them:

1. Freight Safety

2. Freight Mobility

3. Freight Condition
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List of Needs
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Project Concepts
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Project Concepts



• Better understanding of risks

• Need for statewide consistency

• Set out the architecture – for all the 
other district freight plans
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District 1 Freight Plan – Set of Priorities

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/freight/districtfreightplan/d1.html

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/freight/districtfreightplan/d1.html


Wrap up Pitch

• If you would like to be involved in District Freight Plans 
please contact me

Opportunities range from being on an Advisory Committee to 
helping organize outreach

• Continue to come back to the MFAC to provide updates on 
our progress
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Questions

Andrew Andrusko, AICP
andrew.andrusko@state.mn.us
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