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To shake things up we are going to start our calls a little differently and open with an 
opportunity to share an interesting or helpful new resourece. It can be local, regional 
national. Technical or soft skills. If you thought it was interesting, odds are other will as 
well. 

 

Add notes: 

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/ 
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¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ WƛƭƭΣ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ with you today. I will be 
giving this presentation at the SRTS National Conference in a couple weeks, so I look 
forward to hearing your feedback. 
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Wǳǎǘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ the background and rationale 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǿǊŀǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
some conclusions and recommendations. 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ {w¢{ program? 
First of all, my personal motivation for this study was to better understand how 
organizations from different sectors work together to achieve social change. This is one 
of several questions I was interested in answering in my dissertation, which focuses 
broadly on cross-sector collaboration for obesity prevention.  
 Safe Routes to School in Minnesota provides and interesting case study for two 
reasons. First, Minnesota uses a regional implementation model in which the 
Department of Transportation, or MnDOT, contracts with regional planning and 
coordinating organizations such as Regional Development Organizations to provide 
communities with technical assistance on SRTS.  
 Second, Minnesota is one of only a handful of states in the country to have 
dedicated state funding for SRTS programs. Between 2012 and 2014, a series of bills 
created a state SRTS program, dedicated $500,000 annually for non-infrastructure 
funds, and made a one-time allocation of $1 million in infrastructure funding. As more 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ {w¢{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ 
help inform advocacy efforts in other states. 
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The specific question I sought to answer in this evaluation was: What partnership 
structures and processes contributed to successful implementation and advocacy on 
{w¢{ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΚ LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
collaborative work happening in the state, from local community teams to state-level 
program administration. 
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