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Project Need: Roadway Deficiencies 

EXISTING ROADWAY  
DEFICIENCIES INCLUDE:

THESE 
DEFICIENCIES:

Blatnik Bridge

Twin Ports Interchange

PROJECT NEEDS:

• Significant deterioration in truss elements
• A safety inspection is required every year, and requires 

lane closures for 1–3 weeks. Additional maintenance 
causes lane closures up to three times annually, for 

required in 2016 after inspection revealed increased 
deterioration. 

• Reactionary structural repair needed every 4 years
• Non-redundant bridge structure 
• Load restricted—can’t handle overweight loads
• Increased road user delays/negative public perception 
• 

PROJECT NEEDS:

• Fair/poor condition of bridges
• Cracked beams

• Deteriorating piers and pilings

• Compromised mobility and safety
• Blind merges, left exits, and multiple weave movements 

result in 3rd highest interchange crash rate in the state

• 
causing congestion and delays

• Load restricted
• Of the 27 bridges, 24 can’t handle overweight loads

• Forces detours to local roads, causing pavement wear and 

• Detours cause delay in freight delivery and add additional cost

• Loads leaving the port can be more than 200 feet in 
length (e.g. wind blades)

• Non-redundant bridge structures
 

Blatnik Bridge and the Twin Ports Interchange

Investment to replace estimated at $500 million

• Investment to replace estimated at $205 million

tear, safety concernts, and traffic disruptions

Heavy tourist, freight, and local traffic are intermingled,

1–3 days each. Significant steel and cable repairs were

Blind Merge

Blind Merge
Traffic Signal

Deteriorated Gusset Plate

•	Two left exits

•	Five blind merges

•	Short weave distances

•	Interrupt traffic flow

•	Increase conflict points 

•	Result in high crash rates
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Project Need: Aging Infrastructure/Load Restrictions

OVERVIEW

• Built in the 1960s

• 33 bridges in
the TPI

• 16 bridges restricted
for oversize and
overweight loads

• 7 bridges are non-
redundant, meaning
if one part fails
it puts the whole
bridge at risk

£¤53

Weight Restricted

Non-Redundant

Not Weight Restricted or Non-Redundant

§̈¦35

§̈¦535

Weight Restricted and Non-Redundant

Not Weight Restricted or Non-Redundant but Aging and 
High Maintenance

Weight Restricted

Non-Redundant
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Project Need: Freight Mobility

Freight diverts to local  
streets, causing:

Oversize and overweight 
loads from the port  
cannot access the 
highway/interstate 

system from the  
existing interchanges

•	Longer travel times and 
higher cost

•	Roadway wear and tear

•	Traffic diversions

•	Interruptions to local 
residents and businesses 
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What We’ve Heard

Accommodate 
freight on the 

interstate system

Better bicycle and 
pedestrian access 
to the waterfront

Create safer and 
more comfortable 
spaces under the 

highway

Unexpected  
traffic signal 

location

Eliminate blind 
merges

Better wayfinding 
and access to 
Lincoln Park 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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Project Schedule and Cost

Selection of alternative

Environmental documentation

Construction

Design

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Estimated cost: $204 million 
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US 53 At-Grade Option

Superior St. & TH 53 - Aerial View
DULUTH, MINNESOTA

11-9-17
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Superior St. & TH 53
DULUTH, MINNESOTA

11-9-17

Existing View of US 53 from Superior St. Northbound 




