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ADMiNISTRATIVE RECONSiDERATiON PANEL DECiSiON

Minnesota Department of Transportation Office of Civil Rights ("OCR") set a disadvantaged
business enterprise ("DBE") goal of 5.1% for the State Project Number 056-591-005 - Safe
Routes to School project near Battle Lake School ("Project"). Ottertaii Aggregates, Inc.
("Ottertaii") was the apparent low bidder. By letter dated September 2, 2015, ("OCR Letter")
OCR informed Ottertaii that because it neither achieved the DBE goal nor demonstrated
good faith efforts to meet the DBE goal, Ottertail's bid was not responsible.

Ottertaii requested a reconsideration of the OCR decision.

Minnesota Department of Transportation assigned a panel of three ("Panel") to conduct a
reconsideration hearing. James Cownie (Assistant Chief Counsel and Director, Contract
Management), Thomas O'Keefe (Director, Metro Program Delivery) and Nandana Perera
(Associate Legal Counsel) were assigned to the Panel. The three panel members did not
take part in the original determination that Ottertaii did not meet the goal or make adequate
good faith efforts to meet the goal.

The Panel informed the parties in writing of the location, time duration, and their rights at the
hearing. The hearing was conducted on September 14, 2015 commencing at 1 p.m. in
conference room 421 of the Transportation Building in St. Paul. At the hearing, Erik
Johnson, Assistant Attorney General advised the Panel. Natasha Karn, Assistant Attorney
General represented the OCR. Tom Ahlfs represented Ottertaii.

PANEL'S FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND REASONS

1. This is a Safe Routes to School project that included work such as grading,
aggregate base, bituminous surfacing, concrete sidewalk and concrete curb and
gutter.^

2. The bid letting date on the Project was July 17, 2015. Ottertaii submitted the lowest
bid of $356,186.15. By letter dated July 17, 2015, Parkers Prairie City Engineer

Letter dated July 17, 2015 from Parkers Prairie City Engineer to Ottertaii.
















