GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR AUTHORIZED REMOVAL OF VEGETATION

 FROM MN/DOT RIGHT-OF-WAY

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR AUTHORIZED REMOVAL OF VEGETATION

 FROM MN/DOT RIGHT-OF-WAY


Permit # _________________________
APPLICANT SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ALL FOLLOWING PROVISIONS.  THESE PROVISIONS PERTAIN TO ALL REMOVALS.  MORE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES MAY BE APPLIED TO INDIVIDUAL SITES UPON SITE REVIEW PRIOR TO APPROVAL OF PERMIT.

1. This permit authorizes the pruning/removal of trees located on State rights-of-way.  This permit or a copy thereof must be in the possession of your contractor when working on the highway right-of-way.

2. The removal or pruning of trees or shrubs within the boundaries of Mn/DOT right-of-way, that are not already under this permit, is required to be pre-approved by Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer.  Unauthorized removal shall be a violation of State Statute 160.22 Subd.2: Consent for removal, and may be subject to State Statute 561.04: Trespass; Treble Damages.

3. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant or his contractor to utilize the Gopher State one Call excavation notice system as required under Minnesota Statute Chapter 216D, 48 hours prior to performing any excavation (Toll Free 1‑800‑252‑2166).
4. The operation and removal of vegetation shall not impede the normal flow of traffic.  No vehicle or equipment shall be parked on the roadway or road shoulder without prior approval by Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer and in full compliance with the Minnesota Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  No vehicles, equipment, or debris shall be left overnight on the shoulder, inslope, ditch bottom, or in the clear zone.
5. The applicant and/or contractor shall furnish, install and maintain all required traffic control devices according to the Minnesota Field Manual on Temporary Traffic Control Zone Layouts (February 2011), http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/publ/fieldmanual2011/index.html while performing the removal/pruning authorized by this permit.
6. Scheduling of work may be restricted by Mn/DOT. Traffic volumes for special events, commute traffic, and other high volume flows may restrict pruning/removal hours and/or days.

7. All operations shall be suspended during inclement weather when lane or shoulder closures are needed to perform the work or when Mn/DOT is performing snow and ice control operations in the area where work under this permit is to be done.  Work during the period of (Insert Date)      through (Insert Date)     shall be considered as winter work and shall be done on a day-to-day basis at the discretion of the Permit Supervisor.

8. All trees and/or shrubs approved for removal shall be removed from the right-of-way at the end of each work day, except as allowed by the Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer.  Debris and slash, if allowed, can be chipped and spread around the work area to a depth not to exceed 4 inches, as to not obstruct drainage or create a fire hazard.  Any material too large to chip shall be removed from the right-of-way.  Burning or burying of vegetation or slash within the right-of-way is not permitted.
9. All tree stumps and shrub stubble will be cut to the lowest possible height with a maximum height of 3 inches above the ground.  Shrubs should be cut in a manner to avoid pointed spikes.  In areas where turf is maintained by either a public or private entity, the stump(s) shall be ground out and the hole filled with top soil.
10. The felling of trees and tall shrubs shall be away from the roadway whenever possible.  At no time should the trees be dropped on the driving surface.  All traffic control operations will be prearranged and approved the Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer.

11. The Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer may communicate the location of specific trees which are considered to be high value because of their local community significance or historic landscape potential.

12. When the existing vegetation is providing a screen to adjacent residence(s), the Overhead Utility owner is required to notify the private resident(s) of their plans and timetables and work with them to minimize impact or restore their screen.

13. Driving to or from the ditch to the shoulder where damage will occur.  If shoulders or roadways are damaged or disturbed by these operations, they shall be repaired immediately by the applicant and/or contractor conforming to existing grade and with approved material.

14. Any damage to turf or soil caused by the operation of removal of vegetation will be the responsibility of the applicant to repair to original condition.  All rutting of the ground surface will be repaired.  Any large areas of bare ground caused by the operation will require reseeding and mulching with seed mixture _______.
15. Any use of pesticide shall be pre-approved by the Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer.  All pesticide applicators shall be licensed through the Minnesota Department of Agriculture in categories A and J.  Daily Application Records must be completed and submitted to the Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer documenting any pesticide application on Mn/DOT right-of-way.

16. It is expressly understood that this permit is issued subject to the applicant’s compliance with the rules and regulations of the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board and any other affected governmental agencies. 

TREE PRUNING

All pruning shall be in compliance with the most current ANSI-A300, the American National Standard for Tree Care Operations, Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant Maintenance – Standard Practices.  In addition to the ANSI A300 standards and the ISA Tree Pruning Guidelines, the following requirements shall be followed:

· Directional pruning as defined in the ISA Tree Pruning Guidelines may be performed on trees which will be pruned for the first time or trees which have had some pruning in the recent past.  Trees which cannot be directionally pruned may be submitted to Mn/DOT for consideration for removal.

· Initial severe “V” shaped directional pruning may be performed on only valuable trees and trees which are providing a screen for adjacent residences.

· Under most conditions, trees may be pruned during any season of the year.  The timing of pruning host trees (oak, pine, and elm) in areas of known disease or insect infestations may be restricted unless the host trees are an immediate hazard to public safety.  Cut or wounded surfaces on oak trees pruned from April through July shall be treated with either latex paint or shellac within one minute of cutting.
Specimen trees shall be pruned according to the ANSI A300 guidelines.  For utility line clearance, specimen trees should be pruned according to their growth characteristics to provide the necessary clearance for the utility's maintenance cycle.  Trees which will require more crown removal than recommended by the A300 standards may be selected for removal subject to MN/DOT approval.

TREE AND SHRUB REMOVAL

· Volunteer growth from stumps and seedlings growing directly below the overhead utility, which will ultimate grow into the overhead utility and have little or no value to the desired condition of the roadside, may be removed without prior approval by Mn/DOT.  NOTE: Seedlings are less than 4” in diameter and less than 2’ in height.

· Mn/DOT approval is required where clear cutting of all growth under the overhead lines is desired.  Groups of seedlings or volunteer growth that provides a visual screed for adjacent development shall not be removed without review by Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer.

· Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer may approve tree removals outside of the utility clear zone when one of the following criteria is met: 

· Any tree which, by mutual agreement, is a potential hazard that should be removed; such as leaning, uprooted, or dead trees.

· Trees in obviously poor condition due to poor health or severe structural defects.

· Compensation, replacement, or mitigation planting shall be required for trees of high value, with historic landscape potential, trees and shrubs which provide a highway screen, or trees and shrubs part of a living snow fences.  Trees which require compensation, replacement, or mitigation shall be identified prior to the issue of the permit.

USE OF HERBICIDES

· All herbicides must be labeled for right-of-way use.

· Herbicides shall be used on the stumps of deciduous trees.  Herbicides shall not be sprayed on deciduous shrubs.

· A Daily Application Record must be completed and submitted to the Mn/DOT District Maintenance Engineer which gave the permit following any application of herbicides on Mn/DOT right-of-way.
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