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 Minnesota Department of Transportation 

 395 John Ireland Boulevard  
 Saint Paul, MN 55155 

 
 December 2011 
 
 
 

Dear Citizens of Minnesota, 
 
 
I am pleased to share with you the 2011 Transit Report for the state of Minnesota.   
 
The report highlights transit accomplishments from the last year; lists ridership, financial and 
performance information; and provides a snapshot of every public transit organization in the 
state. Minnesota Statute 174.247 defines the required content of this report. 
 
Minnesota transit systems had several notable accomplishments since the 2010 Transit Report: 
 
 Three bus facilities in Greater Minnesota completed construction with funding from the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
 
 The Central Corridor Light Rail Transit project received a full funding grant agreement from 

the Federal Transit Administration and the Southwest Corridor LRT project received 
permission from the FTA to enter the preliminary engineering phase. 

 
 Twelve Greater Minnesota regions completed local human service transit coordination 

plans. The plans identify strategies to maximize efficiency of publicly-funded transportation 
services through coordinating human service and transit resources. 

 
 Public transit ridership in Minnesota exceeded 100 million trips, with more than 11 million in 

Greater Minnesota and nearly 91 million in the Twin Cities Metro Area. 
 
Please review this report to learn more about Minnesota’s public transit programs. The 2011 
Transit Report and additional information are available on MnDOT’s website:  
www.mndot.gov/transit/ 

  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
  
 Thomas K. Sorel 
 Commissioner 
 
  
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Annual Transit Report Legislation – 174.247 
 
From the Legislation Location in  

2011 Transit Report 
Page  

(a) By February 15 annually, the commissioner shall submit a 
report to the legislature on transit services outside the 
metropolitan area. The Metropolitan Council and any public 
transit system receiving assistance under section 174.24 shall 
provide assistance in creating the report, as requested by the 
commissioner. 

  

(b) The report must include, at a minimum, the following:   

    (1) a descriptive overview of public transit in Minnesota; State of the Industry –   
    ·  Introduction 1

    (2) a descriptive summary of funding sources and assistance 
programs; 

State of the Industry –  
    ·  Federal and State Funding for Transit 
   ·  Major Accomplishments  

5
10

    (3) a summary of each public transit system receiving 
assistance under section 174.24; 

Fact Sheets 19-99

    (4) data that identifies use of volunteers in providing transit 
service; 

State of the Industry –  
    ·  Major Accomplishments 
    ·  Volunteer Driver Programs in Rural 
       Minnesota 

10
11

    (5) financial data that identifies for each public transit system 
and for each transit system classification under section 174.24, 
subdivision 3b: 

 

         (i) the operating and capital costs; Financial Statistics 109-123

         (ii) each of the funding sources used to provide financial 
assistance; and 

Financial Statistics 109-123

         (iii) for federal funds, the amount from each specific 
federal program under which funding is provided; 

State of the Industry –  
    ·  Major Accomplishments  
Financial Statistics 

10
109-123

    (6) a summary of the differences in program implementation 
requirements and aid recipient eligibility between federal aid 
and state sources of funds; 

State of the Industry –  
    · Federal and State Funding for Transit  5

    (7) in each odd-numbered year, an analysis of public transit 
system needs and operating expenditures on an annual basis, 
which must include a methodology for identifying monetary 
needs, and calculations of: 

  

         (i) the total monetary needs for all public transit systems, 
for the year of the report and the ensuing five years; 

State of the Industry –  
    ·  Federal and State Funding for Transit  
    ·  Planning for Future Needs 

5
13

         (ii) the total expenditures from local sources for each 
transit system classification; 

Financial Statistics 109-123

         (iii) the comprehensive transit assistance percentage for 
each transit system classification, which equals (A) the 
expenditures identified under clause (7), item (ii), for a transit 
system classification, divided by (B) the amounts identified 
under subitem (A), plus the sum of state sources of funds plus 
federal funds provided to all transit systems in that 
classification; and 

Financial Statistics 109-123

         (iv)  the amount of surplus or insufficient funds available 
for paying capital and operating costs to fully implement the 
greater Minnesota transit investment plan under section 174.24, 
subdivision 1a. 

State of the Industry –  
    ·  Federal and State Funding for Transit  
    ·  Planning for Future Needs 

5
13
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