
TEO TTC Committee – Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
August 2, 2011 - Arden Hills Training Center 

 
CO Members:  Outstate Members: Metro Members: Guests: 
X - Ken Johnson 
X - Ted Ulven 
X - Craig Mittelstadt 
X - Leigh Kriewall 
X - Bob Vasek 
     

X - Jim Miles 
X - David Mavec 
    - Todd Larson 
X - Kevin Schmidt 
    - Oliver Kendal 
    - Jeff Rieder 
    - Tom Miles 
X - Ken Wenkel 
X - Scott Thompson 
    - Jeff Knofczynski 

X - Tiffany Dagon 
X - Mike Engh 
X - Kevin Farraher 
X - Sheila Johnson 
X  - Sue Lorentz 
     - John McClellan 
 

    - Peter Buchen 
    - Will Stein 
  
 

 
DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
 
Committee Name change:  
There was a discussion about the name of the TEO Work Zone Safety Committee and whether it is the 
most appropriate. It is sometimes confused with the Statewide Work Zone Safety Committee and 
Metro District’s Work Zone Safety Committee. Our Committee’s interest spans more than just work 
zones, Temporary Traffic Control Zones are set up for incidents, film crews, parades, marathons, and 
other special events. It was decided that the name, Temporary Traffic Control Committee, as specified 
in the Traffic Engineering Manual, was the best.   
Action Item: The website will be updated to reflect the name change. 
 
Committee meeting location:  
D2 and D8 were contacted and possible meeting locations were discussed. Todd Larson said that even 
if we met in St Cloud, he would have difficulty attending due to a heavy workload and the large travel 
time. He and Bill Pirkl usually discuss workzone issues and give some input to the committee via 
email. Jeff Knofczynski said they didn’t mind the Arden Hills location since once they get to St Cloud, 
it isn’t much farther. He or Mike Lownsbury will represent D8 at future meetings. (Mike intended to 
come to this meeting but had a last minute conflict) 
Action Item: The meeting location will remain at the Arden Hills Mn/DOT training center. 
 
Committee membership change:  
Ken Wenkel (D7) stated that his work focus was moving more toward pavement markings and he 
would be doing less with work zones. He recommended Brad Bruegger to replace himself and join 
Scott in representing District 7.  
Action Item: The membership list will be updated and posted to the web site. 
 
Zipper Merge update: 
Zipper Merge layouts are operating in several locations throughout the state. Some of the locations 
discussed include TH 35 near Hinckley, TH 52 NB approaching the Lafayette Bridge, and TH 61 in 
Hastings. Experiences varied from “there are no problems, works just fine” to “it does not seem to 
change behavior, backups still occur in only one lane”. There was agreement that more objective data 
was needed, such as a research report. Suggestions included checking with the State Patrol and the 
Design/Build project in Hastings to gather their opinions. Also suggested was some guidance for 
Maintenance on when to use the late merge in their Mobile closures.  
Action Item: OTST will work with OCIC to study the effectiveness of the Zipper Merge in workzones. 
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APL items: 
Work Area Protection Corp. submitted applications for two PCMS’s. They will arrange a demo so that 
the Review team may evaluate.  
Several temporary crash cushions were added to the APL based on letters from the FHWA stating that 
the item had successfully passed a crash test at NCHRP 350 standards. When contractors inquire about 
using an attenuator you are not familiar with, check the APL for approval and the manufactures 
website for installation instructions.  
Action Item: The APL review team will be contacted when the W.A.P.C. devices are ready for 
evaluation. 
  
MnMUTCD update: 
There are several areas where the MnMUTCD will differ with the FHWA’s MUTCD. In order for the 
MnMUTCD to be accepted, we must justify our differences and convince them that we are not 
changing a standard. Some of the issues discussed: 

• The Flagger Position: We will keep the flagger location on the side of the road in which traffic 
is being stopped and not the opposite side of the road. 

• Warning Sign spacing: We will maintain our regular spacing of warning signs and not the 
irregular spacing the Federal MUTCD shows. At up to a half mile spacing, there is too much 
space between the signs and the message is not communicated since the driver will not 
associate the signs with the work zone ahead.  

• Post mounting signs: We will allow portable signs to be used for temporary construction sign 
installation for up to 30 days. Signs planned to be inplace more than 30 days need to be post 
mounted at a height that meets specifications.  

Action Item: OTST will meet with the FHWA and explain our Minnesota specific language. 
 
TPAR Guidance update: 
Issue #1 Design Guidance for Temporary Pedestrian Access Routes: 
An ongoing issue is the effort to improve our Temporary Pedestrian Access Routes (TPAR) on 
construction and maintenance projects. A document is being put together to provide some design 
guidance so that traffic control plans will be more accurate and complete.  
Action Item: A meeting will be set up with the TPAR task force to review the current draft and discuss 
what additions are needed.  
 
Signing for Emergency Stop Sites: 
Mike E. described how Metro District often uses these on their interstate reconstruction projects when 
traffic is crossed over to a 2L2W operation. There is a template sheet on the website that shows a 
typical layout with sign locations but not a sign design. It is suggested that the Pullout detail be moved 
to a second sheet and some sign designs included.  
It was pointed out there are now similar emergency stopping sites in MD that are permanent and the 
sign message for the temporary sites should be similar to them. There was some disagreement 
regarding the proper name of these sites. Suggestions were Emergency Stop Site, Emergency Pull Off, 
and Emergency Pull Out.  
Action Item: Ted will work with the signing unit to determine an appropriate sign legend and design. 
The template sheet will then be updated. 
 
ATSSA “How-To” break out session topics: 
Ken J. attended the “How-To” planning session in July. Mn/DOT will be presenting several sessions 
involving Work Zones. A TPAR update and the new guidance document will be presented. New for 
this year, we will work with ND DOT to develop several sessions for work zone training.  
Action Item: OTST will meet with Troy Gilbertson of ND DOT to coordinate training topics. 
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Round Robin: 
Craig described some funding that he had secured for ITS projects. There were some funding or timing 
issues with the Government shutdown but they are working through that and should be able to utilize 
most of it. He was surprised that many of the bids for ITS work were very high.  
Tiffany was also concerned with the high costs of the ITS bids, particularly on their 35E project. 
Ken W. asked about the status of an OTST person involved in crash testing. Ken J. assured him there 
is still a plan to hire someone and that the PD is being worked on. 
Sue described how Metro Maintenance was able to use the Mobile layout for more than 15 minutes 
due to an “emergency operation” situation. It worked well for them so now they are asking to use the 
Mobile layouts for up to an hour. The committee did not think this was acceptable. If they still feel 
strongly about this, they may prepare a presentation for our next meeting and we will make a 
recommendation to the TEO executive committee.  
Scott thanked Ken Wenkel for his many years of service to this committee. The committee concurred! 
Bob is still working on a replacement for Ken Nelson, a nearly impossible task, we all agreed! 
Dave told us of a maintenance operation to fill potholes on TH 35 in a construction zone that was 
2L2W. The mobile operation with a TMA was slow and caused a long backup. Sheila and Sue 
recommended next time they also consider using the State Patrol to set up a traffic break or try to 
schedule the work during off peak hours like night time. 
Kevin S. had a contractor installing signs in an area of a blind curve and either not using a flagger or 
the flagger was not visible to traffic due to the many curves. It is a reminder to adapt the layouts to the 
conditions encountered in the field and extend flagger locations until they are visible to approaching 
traffic. 
 
Next Regular Meeting:  November 1 , 2011, at Arden Hill Training Center Rm 11.   


