
Created by: 
Victor Lund, PE Ken Johnson, PE, PTOE 
St. Louis County MnDOT 



 Defined Work Zone 
 Modified fine for violating a flagger direction 
 Modified speed limits in work zones 
◦ Required reduction under certain conditions 
◦ Allowed road agency to set without an engineering 

study 
◦ Modified fine 

 Bills under consideration had included 
◦ No cell phone use when workers present 
◦ Flagger – same power as bus driver 
◦ Work Zone Safety Account 
◦ ASE Demo Project 

Effective August 1, 2014 
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 A work zone means a segment of street or 
highway which… 
◦ A road authority or its agent is constructing, 

reconstructing, or maintaining the physical 
structure of the roadway, which may include, but is 
not limited to, shoulders, features adjacent to the 
roadway, and utilities and highway appurtenances, 
whether underground or overhead, AND any of the 
following items applies… 
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 Official traffic control devices that indicate the 
segment of a street or highway under 
construction, reconstruction, or maintenance, 
are erected 

 One or more lanes of traffic are closed 
 A flagger is present 
 A 24/7 construction speed limit is established 
 A workers present speed limit is in effect 
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 The speed limit on a road having an 
established speed limit of 50 mph or greater 
is adjusted to 45 mph in a work zone 
(remember definition) when… 
◦ At least one lane or portion of a lane of traffic is 

closed in either direction 
◦ Workers are present 
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 The required work zone speed limit of 45 
mph does not apply when… 
◦ Positive barriers are placed between workers and 

the traveled portion of the highway 
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 The required work zone speed limit of 45 
mph does not apply when… 
◦ The work zone is in place for less than 24 hours 
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 The required work zone speed limit of 45 mph 
does not apply when… 
◦ A different speed limit for the work zone is determined 

by the road authority following an engineering and 
traffic investigation, and based on accepted 
engineering practice 
◦ This would be a 24/7 construction speed limit that 

would be established by through a Commissioners 
Order for the work zone due to substandard roadway 
elements. 
 The local road agency would request 

through MnDOT 
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 The required work zone speed limit of 45 
mph does not apply when… 
◦ A reduced speed limit for the work zone is 

established by the road authority for a road under 
their jurisdiction when workers are present (an 
engineering and traffic investigation is not required) 
 No more than 20 mph on a street or highway with an 

established speed limit of 55 mph or greater 
 No more than 15 mph on a street or highway with an 

established speed limit of 50 mph or less 

Workers Present Speed Limit – determined by agency 
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 The required work zone 
speed limit of 45 mph does 
not apply when… 
◦ Added in the proposed revision 

to the MN MUTCD 
◦ On the roadway of a divided 

highway with a median that 
does not include a TTC zone 
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 A person convicted of operating a motor vehicle in 
violation of a speed limit in a work zone, or any 
other provision of this section while in a work 
zone, shall be required to pay a fine of $300.  
◦ The provision of “fines double” no longer applies 

to violations within work zones 
 

 All work zones that meet statutory definition 
◦ Even those without posted speed limits 

 
 MN MUTCD will allow turning existing 

posted speed limits into work zone speed 
limit assembly 
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 Types of projects that may be affected by this 
new law – required reduction 
◦ Pavement rehabilitation (reclaim and overlay, mill 

and overlay, overlay, chip seals, micro surfaces) 
◦ Pavement patching and crack sealing 
◦ Reconstruction projects 
◦ Multi-day culvert replacement (at one location) 
◦ Bridge construction/repair 
◦ Installation of an intersection traffic control device 

(e.g. traffic signal or roundabout) 
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 Remember this simple rule… 
◦ If your project is on a road with a posted speed 

limit of 50 mph or greater, ask these following 
questions: 
Will the project restrict any traveled lane or part of a 

traveled lane?  
Will the work zone be in place for at least 24 hours?  
Will positive barriers be absent between the traffic and 

workers?  
◦ If you answered yes to all three questions, it is 

required by law to implement a workers present 
speed limit of 45 mph 
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 The road authority has the ability to set a workers 
present speed limit even if the criteria are not met.  
◦ For example, you may want to set a workers present speed 

limit on a road where maintenance workers are there for only a 
few hours. 
 

 But workers have to be present. 
 

 Signs must be taken down when workers leave. 
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 Reduced speed only when workers present in adjacent 

lane within 1 mile of the reduced speed limit sign. 
 

 Signs must be taken down when workers leave. 
 

 Document – (savvy lawyer) 
◦ if crash with reduced speed and no workers documented – 

then contractor can be sued. 
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 MnDOT has drafted language and 
layouts for the MN MUTCD 
◦ Other elements of law 
◦ MN MUTCD Committee decisions 

 Part 6H is being fully rewritten as a 
new revision, changes to: 
◦ 24/7 Construction Speed Limit 
◦ Workers Present Speed Limit 
◦ Electronic Workers Present Speed Limit 
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Workers 
Present 
Speed 
Limit 
-Multilane 
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Electronic
Workers 
Present 

Speed 
Limit 

-Multilane 
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Workers 
Present 
Speed 
Limit 
2-lane, 2-way 
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24/7 
Construction 
Speed Limit 
-Multilane 



Ken Johnson, PE, PTOE 
State Work Zone, Pavement Marking and Traffic 
Devices Engineer 
651-234-7386 
ken.johnson@state.mn.us  
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