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Statewide Work Zone Safety Committee Meeting 

October 18-19, 2007 – St. Cloud, MN. Mn/DOT Conference Center 
 
 
 
 
Attendees: 
The attendance roster is listed at the end of these minutes.  The list includes guests. 
 
 
STATE AID:   Rick Kjonaas or Mark Vizecky   No Report 
 
County Work Zone Safety Award  Rick West and Marv Sohlo    

The applications for the 2007 County WZ Safety Enhancement Award have been sent out and are due 
back in early November for review.  At this time, no applications have been received. 
 

 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION:  Tom Ravn 
 
Field Reviews ReCap   Bill Servatius 

Bill’s report talked briefly about the common topics encountered around the state as he reviewed 
construction project through out the summer of 2007.  Topics mentioned included: 

• Non-standard placement of cones in a flagging taper with either poor alignment or improper 
number of cones. 

• PCB was generally found to be placed on projects properly and the correct usage of attenuation 
was found in most cases.  

• Deep milling practices have been specified on several projects due to economic factors for 
materials which did not consider the added costs in traffic control, the reduction in productivity 
and the increase of potential safety hazards. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
Bill Servatius will work through the proposed WZ Policy’s district feedback meetings to assure that 
these types of decisions are discussed early in the scoping process and construction and traffic staff 
have the opportunity to review these decisions. 

 
 
 
Special Provisions   Craig Mittelstadt 

Craig’s report distributed a list of changes to be made in the Special Provisions Boiler Plate for 2008.  
Some of the topics included the following: 

• Drop-off Issues – tighten up drop off language in 1404 
• Signing Issues – the Traffic Control Special Provisions Review Committee recommends that the 

ground mounting requirement stay at 30 days, although the MNMUTCD states the sign “should” 
be ground mounted after 3 days. 

• TEO Issues – the special provisions will mention that the substitution of 3 drums for a Type-III is 
only allowed on lane closure extensions on multi-lane or one way roads that are inplace for 3 
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days or less (Layout 55 and Section 6H.4C).  This will clear-up a few misunderstandings on 
when/where drums vs. Type-III’s may be used. 

• Traffic Control Supervisor – a group is being formed to change the language in this section to 
better reflect the possible duties of a TCS, and when the duties are needed.  

• Vehicle Lighting Specifications – the provisions will be changed to clarify the requirement of 
vehicle lighting on construction vehicles, to required whenever working adjacent to traffic 
regardless of roadway (includes work on detours, etc). 

• Pre-determined Prices – the standard process to verify and issued current prices will be 
conducted. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
Jon Jackels will recommend the 30 day sign mounting requirement to the MNMUTCD Committee 
for review and will suggest that the MNMUTCD be changed to fit our current practice which has 
met solid economic and safety considerations. 
 

 
 
 
Work Zone Training   Bill Servatius 

Bill’s report reviewed the courses presented by Mn/DOT during the past year for Temporary Traffic 
Control, including Field Manual, TTC Supervisor and the TTC Overview courses.   It was discussed that 
the Overview course should become a pre-qualification for traffic consulting firms wishing to prepare 
TTC plans for a state project. 

NEW ACTION ITEM:  
Sue Groth will follow up on whether the pre-qualification standards for traffic consultants needs to 
be updated to include the TTC Overview Course. 
Bill Servatius and Ken Nelson need to coordinate CTAP training with Fire Fighters and EMS with 
John McCellan. 

 
 
 
 
CMG   Mark Panek 

Mark reported that the CMG had it’s Fall Meeting in the Metro area and visited 3 Metro construction 
projects.  The CMG works closely with the Resident Engineers Committee and issues are shared and 
resolutions are made within their meetings. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
 Mark will be inviting Jon Jackels to the next CMG meeting (Dec 4-5, 2007) to discuss the WZ Policy.  
 
   
 
PREVIOUS CONSTRUCTION ACTION ITEM: 
E-Learning    Bill Servatius and Leigh Kriewall  
  Construction, Maintenance and Traffic will be working on developing additional courses for the e-

learning method.  Bill Servatius will head up the task of identifying suitable course topics.  Development 
of the course will have input by all offices as needed.  

COMPLETED:  
  Leigh’s report presented the final version of the Basic Work Zone Orientation Course which is designed 

to instruct the typical new employee (or normal office worker) on the basic procedures to visit a work 
zone safely.  The e-learning class covers proper authorization to visit the work zone, exiting and entering 
traffic at the work zone, and brief tips about safety within the work zone. The SWZSC supports making 
this course a mandatory part of new employee orientation. The SWZSC also supports making this 
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course mandatory for all employees that visit highway work zones either on a regular basis or only 
occasionally. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
 Bill Servatius and Jon Jackels will work with the e-learning section to develop additional courses 

that have been earmarked as good candidates for e-learning.  These courses include:  Pavement 
Marking Inspection and Post Mounted Sign Inspection. 

 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS CONSTRUCTION ACTION ITEM: 
Precast Concrete Barrier  Bill Servatius 
Glare Screen 

Most glare screen is currently in 10 foot sections.  Do we need to address the length of barrier and glare 
screen sections?  Can Glare Screen panels bridge the gap between barrier sections when 12.5' barrier is 
used.  Bill Servatius and the PCB Committee will research the situation and develop a 
recommendation for future installation practices. 

COMPLETED: 
  Bill reported that the installations have been reviewed during the past season and that the 10 foot sections 

have been used successfully on the new 12.5 foot PCB sections.  There appears to be no need for any 
changes to the installation practices at this time. 

 
New Design (12.5’) Compliance Bill Servatius 
DISCUSSION:  

During discussion of PCB, it was suggested that switch over to the new standard has not been progressing 
as anticipated.   Bill reported that the PCB Committee is considering changing the current Tech Memo 
compliance date with a switch-over provision for existing projects.  Currently the tech memo allows the 
contractor an option of either the 10 foot or 12.5 foot sections, although our plans only show the 12.5 foot 
sections. The SWZSC approved changing the Tech Memo compliance date from 2012 to 2008.  

 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS CONSTRUCTION ACTION ITEM: 
DG3 Sheeting   John Story 

Implementation of the new standard seems to be more aggressive than planned.  It was discussed that it 
appears that DG3 specifications are being written into all new projects regardless of the duration.  This 
does not follow the implementation schedule as outlined in the Tech Memo. John Story will send 
several examples of recent Special Provisions to Jon Jackels.  Jon Jackels will talk to Betty Buckley 
if this appears to be widespread. 

COMPLETED:  
It was the designer’s decision to specify the new sheeting standards and the schedule was only a guideline 
for implementation. No further work was completed on this topic, but the final compliance date for use of 
DG3 Sheeting is approaching in January of 2008, and the issue has become useless to pursue. 
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MAINTENANCE:  Steve Lund 
 
Maintenance Training   Ken Nelson 

Ken reported on the training provided to maintenance workers in the districts conducted this previous 
spring and summer. 

 
PREVIOUS MAINTENANCE ACTION ITEM: 
Maintenance WZ Safety Committee Randy Reznicek 

  Randy Reznicek and Ken Nelson will co-chair a new Outstate Maintenance WZ Safety Committee which 
will address the flagger safety issue and other new topics as they arise.  They will organize the meetings 
including membership, schedules and agendas. 

COMPLETED:  
Randy reported that the committee has met to organize for the first time during the summer.  This winter, 
the committee is planning to interview flaggers, to capture their experiences in traffic.  This data will 
provide an understanding of the issues to be tackled and will help determine viable mitigation measures to 
test in the field.  The committee will continue report to the SWZSC on topics and issues they are working 
on. 

 
 
PREVIOUS MAINTENANCE ACTION ITEM: 
Extra Enforcement for Maintenance WZ Bill Servatius and Randy Reznicek  
  There is a process and dollars available for extra enforcement in the construction work zones. There is a 

need for a plan/policy for enforcement in ALL work zones, both Construction and Maintenance. A task 
force was formed to develop guidelines, procedures and a proposal on the issue. This proposal will 
include funding alternatives.  Members are Jay Swanson, Bill Servatius, Jon Jackels, Curt Gobeli, and 
Ken Nelson. 

STATUS in March 2007:    
Bill Servatius explained that a set aside fund must be developed for the purpose of paying for extra 
enforcement for maintenance projects.  Maintenance would use either the same agreement or execute one 
similar to the agreement utilized for construction projects, but money must be found from the budget.  
Guidelines must be developed for determining which type of projects would qualify for the funding.  
Randy Reznicek and Bill Servatius will continue to work on the development of the program. 

COMPLETED:  
No further action has been accomplished on this issue. The process is inplace and the funding is the only 
issue. If a district has the funds to pay for extra enforcement on a maintenance project, they should 
contact Bill Servatius.  The SWZSC recommends that maintenance list the lack of extra enforcement 
funding as an unfunded need.  

 
OMG     John Howard 

John’s report mentioned that although the Operations Management Group (OMG) still retains the OMG 
name, it has been reshaped and presently only includes Area Maintenance Engineers and representatives 
from the Office of Maintenance & Security.   
John reported that maintenance has been addressing the new additional ADA requirements on their 
projects including requirements for sidewalk and trail closures.  Maintenance has also been devoting a lot 
of time to traffic control for bridge inspections and because of the increase demand, some inspection sites 
have had the traffic control subcontracted because maintenance forces were not available. 
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TRAFFIC ENGINEERING: Bernie Arseneau   
 
Real-Time PCMS Messages versus Static Signs Jon Jackels 

Jon reported that the current PCMS Guideline is several years old (Sept 2000) and should be reviewed 
and updated.  He also suggested that the document ( http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/cms-
use-guidelines.pdf ) be modified to separate work zone PCMS guidelines from permanent CMS 
guidelines.  One question Jon raised was “what is the definition of Real-time” as used in the current 
guideline and “do we wish to enforce a Real-time standard”?  

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
A task force was formed to update the PCMS guideline and will develop a workable definition of 
“real-time” for use with the new guideline and other IWZ systems.  .  Members are Jon Jackels, Bill 
Servatius, Larry McKenzie, Jeff Rieder, Marv Sohlo, John Benson, Tim Lewis and Kent Barnard.  
This will include recommendations to the MN MUTCD Committee to revise the language that 
PCMS should not substitute for required signs. 

 
 
State Standards on Local Projects Jon Jackels and Bill Servatius 

Jon and Bill reported that it has become an increasingly larger problem that local governments are 
funding projects that involve state highways (directly or in-directly).  Since projects using local funds 
generally are not required to follow the TEM (state standards) or our typical special provision language, 
they have substandard work zone practices when they are on state R/W.  It is proposed that all state 
standards, and current tech memos not currently included in state manuals, should apply to all projects 
within state R/W regardless of the funding source. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
Jon and Bill will draft a Tech Memo to cover all current tech memos and manuals, where the 
implementation jurisdiction applies to the project funding (such as, State and State-Aid, etc), be 
changed to the projects’ limits (such as, “within state R/W”).  The issue must be researched and 
proper language drafted.   

 
 
PREVIOUS TRAFFIC ACTION ITEM: 
Utility Representation on SWZSC Jon Jackels 
  Previously, Jon Jackels asked the SWZSC whether they wished to have both the public and private utility 

associations represented on the committee.  The committee determined that both should be invited.  Jon 
Jackels will work with Bill Servatius on recruiting representatives from both the public and private 
sectors for Utilities.  

Current STATUS:  
 Representatives have not been selected at this time, but Bill has a name for a small public utility trainer.  

Jon and Bill will continue to make contacts and select representatives for the committee.  
 
 
 
PREVIOUS TRAFFIC ACTION ITEM: 
Work Zone Safety & Mobility Policy Jon Jackels 
  Previously, it was reported that Jon Jackels would continue to draft Minnesota’s process and procedures 

for ensuring mobility and safety in work zones. It was discussed that the Federal Rule should be 
addressed in the department’s new scoping process under development.  

STATUS in March 2007: 
• It was confirmed that Jon Jackels will continue to work with the Mobility Task Force to complete 

the draft policy. 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/cms-use-guidelines.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/cms-use-guidelines.pdf
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COMP

g 

• Previously, Jon Jackels volunteered to discuss with the TEO Group the importance of the DTE’s 
in taking a Key Role in District operations for TTC. 

• Previously, Jon Jackels volunteered to make a presentations to PCMG and CMG on the WZ 
Policy. 

COMPLETED: 
• Jon reported that the Work Zone Safety and Mobility Policy has been issued through a Tech 

Memo (07-16-T-05).  The compliance date for the tech memo is immediately and the memo is 
dated October 10, 2007. 

DISCUSSION: 
• Jon presented the new WZ Policy to the DTE’s at the October, 2007, TEO meeting.  The WZ 

Policy stresses the importance of the early involvement of traffic engineering into the project 
development process.  The WZ Policy will address the need for the DTE’s to review TTC and 
take a lead role in it’s development. 

• The SWZSC supports the general philosophy that TMP development should remain the 
responsibility of the road authority.  This is true even on design build projects. 

• Need to include State-Aid review in getting the TMP discussion implemented before the final 
plan review. 

• We should include local agencies in the feed back discussion visits. 
• We need to work with planning to include a checklist for incident management in the scoping and 

design stages of a project. 
• There is concern by local governments, especially cities, that the new policy is to far reaching and 

results in possible liability at the local level.   
NEW ACTION ITEM: 

• Jon will s chedule meetings with district pre-design, design and construction staff to explain 
the WZ Policy and how it will influence TTC on projects in the future. 
Jon will include cities and counties in the training and discussions.  Also• , information to the 
League of Minnesota Cities will be investigated. 
A task force was formed to develop recommenda• tions for a workshop for preconstruction 
planning.  The purpose of the workshop was to develop a model process using example 
projects.  The process should include a post construction review.  Members of the task force 
were Jon Jackels, Bill Servatius, Steve Kordosky, Larry McKenzie, John Story and Greg 
Ous. 

 
   
PREVIOUS TRAFFIC ACTION ITEM: 
ITS in Work Zones   Marv Sohlo 
 Previously, Bernie Arseneau reported that Mn/DOT is considering dedication of funding from the ITS 

funds towards work zone ITS seed money.  Gary Thompson  mentioned that job order contracts may be
established with qualified contractors/vendors to provide ITS work zone (IWZ) applications on any 
project.  These applications may include truck detection, travel time, and merge systems. The concept of 
this program is to provide separate funding for various IWZ applications that probably would not be 
implemented due to a lack of project funds.  Upon the District’s use of the IWZ applications, it is 
anticipated that the usage will become mainstream and funding will be provided with district construction 
funding in the future. 
S in March 2007: STATU
Bernie Arseneau and Gary Thompson will continue investigating the program and implement the 
contracts as needed.  Marv Sohlo and the TEO-WZSC will develop general specifications for various 
IWZ applications as shown above for TEO-WZSC actions. 
LETED: 

  Marv reported that Ray Starr has dedicated ITS Programming Funds to Intelligent Work Zone (IWZ) 
Systems.  The funds will be $300,000 per year for the next 3 fiscal years (08-10).  Marv gave a 
presentation on how the funds will be distributed and a preview of the IWZ Toolbox that is bein
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developed by the TEO-WZSC.  The toolbox contains many IWZ system concepts which may be 
combined or modified to fit a work zone situation.  Marv will continue to make updates to the IWZ 
Toolbox and make promotions regarding the IWZ Seed Program as needed. 

online documents:  IWZ Seed Program:http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/IWZ_SeedProgram.pdf
   IWZ Toolbox: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/iwz/MN-IWZToolbox.pdf
 
 
 
PREVIOUS TRAFFIC ACTION ITEM: 
TMA Requirement on Protection Vehicles Jon Jackels 
  A Task Force was formed to make recommendations to the SWZSC for applications of the TMA on 

construction/maintenance operations.  Members are Jon Jackels, Ken Nelson, John Story, Ted Sexton and 
Bill Servatius. 

STATUS in March 2007: 
Jon Jackels distributed the current MN MUTCD 6F.82 language on TMA’s and reported that current 
language already requires (shall) TMA’s on protection vehicles, whereas the Field Manual has a “should” 
statement.  The Task Force will study the issue and determine which portion of the MN MUTCD should 
be corrected.  Randy Reznicek and John Story volunteered to review various mobile operations this 
summer and report their observations on TMA usage and needs.  Jon Jackels will continue to work 
with the TMA Task Force on recommendations. 

Current STATUS: 
 No action has been taken on this issue by the TMA Task Force. 
 
 
 
 
WORK ZONE SAFETY PARTNERS:  
 
FHWA     Dave Kopacz 
  Dave distributed information on a new traffic volume modeling program that could be useful for 

predicting congestion levels due to work zones. 
 
Counties    Rick West  (Otter Tail County) 

Rick’s report stated that although counties still have strong needs for additional training in Temporary 
Traffic Control, he wanted to mention the need to provide TTC training (Field Manual) to municipal and 
township level workers.  

 
Municipalities    Gary Shannon  (Rochester) 
  Gary commented on the Work Zone Policy’s various “strong” requirements and mentioned that the usage 

of the word “Policy” is not used consistently and that it is interchanged with the word “Practice”.  Cities 
have difficulties creating “policy” (vs. “practice”), so he asked that the terminology be consistent through 
the WZ Policy. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
  Jon Jackels will review the WZ Policy document and make adjustments in the terminology such 

that the words “policy” and/or “practice” are used as required or shown interchangeably where 
appropriate. 

 
 
Engineering Consultants   Larry McKenzie (URS)   
  Larry requested that SWZSC consider the membership of Gary Thompson as another representative from 

engineering consultants.  Gary was previously on the SWZSC Executive Committee while holding the 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/IWZ_SeedProgram.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/iwz/MN-IWZToolbox.pdf
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OCIC Office Director position within Mn/DOT and now has a position with URS.   The SWZSC 
unanimously approved Gary’s membership and continued participation within the SWZSC under the new 
partnership position. 

  
Training Professionals    Jim Grothaus  (LTAP)  No Report 
 
Worker Safety    Bill Hanson 

Bill reported that Todd Haglin has been appointed to Larry Thompson’s old position.  Todd has decided 
to not become an active member of the SWZSC, rather having the District safety officers handle the work 
zone issues, since they are closer to the issues.   Todd wishes to be cc’d on the committee minutes and 
will gladly work with the committee if he is needed on an issue.  

 
Enforcement     Major Al Smith  (State Patrol) 
  Al reported that at least one judge has thrown out a work zone speeding citation because no workers were 

present near the location the speeder was caught.  Al warned the work zone speed limits be watched 
closely such that they are only used when workers are clearly within the work zone, and that the reduced 
speed limit be removed when not appropriate.  Thus far, the courts are generally honoring the work zone 
speed limits, but if we abuse the temporary postings, they may reject more citations in the future. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
  Jon Jackels will send a note to all DTE’s reminding them of their responsibility to follow the 

“Guideline for Work Zone Speed Limits” and enforcement of the requirements contained in the 
guideline. 

 
 
I-35W Bridge Collapse   Major Al Smith   and  Jim Kranig (RTMC) 
 Jim and Al presented an abbreviated version of their presentation on the collapse.  The presentation gave 

the Mn/DOT response within the RTMC perspective and State Patrol’s response in the field.  Many 
photos were shared on the teamwork between agencies and the short timeline in coordinating all the 
action.  It was noted that Mn/DOT maintenance forces and FIRST units were quickly on the scene and 
provided traffic control as they would do for any freeway incident, and our incident plans provided nearly 
perfect response to the situation. 

 
 
 
ATSSA     Gary Clark  (Northland ATSSA – 3M) 

  Gary reminded the SWZSC about the “How-To” Conference in Fargo, North Dakota, March 18-19, 2008. 
It was questioned whether budget cuts in travel would reduce Minnesota’s participation, and it was noted 
that there will probably be fewer Mn/DOT employees allowed to attend, but Mn/DOT only represents a 
small percentage of the total attendees (less than 10%) and that cities and counties, who make up the 
larger percentage of attendees, are not necessarily feeling the same budget problems.  The SWZSC is still 
planning to send representatives to the conference, although it is too early to estimate total numbers. 

PREVIOUS ACTION ITEM:  
  John Story requested that the committee take a Pro-Active vs. Re-Active Role in the development of 

temporary traffic control plans and traffic management plans for the state’s medium-small projects.  
These projects are those that most likely would be constructed without any special TTC plans besides the 
use of the Field Manual and often become traffic control problems.  This may include assistance to local 
governments on some of their projects.  It was discussed that a day or 2 could be scheduled for 
brainstorming by a small group representing various expertise.  This group could work directly on 
upcoming projects with the project designers. John Story will work with Mn/DOT on determining the 
feasibility of this concept.    

STATUS in March 2007: 
  John Story reported that no action has been taken to-date. 
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COMPLETED: 
  The concept of early review of projects to detect possible traffic control problems, such as excessive 

delay or safety issues has been captured in the new WZ Policy.  District planners will be required to 
address traffic control issues early in the planning process and local agencies are being encouraged to 
review their TTC planning process too.  The TTC review may include constructability reviews, and/or 
discussions with the district traffic engineer.  We feel the problems as stated by John will be mitigated 
when the new scoping process is fully implemented. 

 
 
AGC    Frank Weiss (Shafer Contracting) No Report 
 
Communications    Craig Wilkins (for Kevin Gutknecht) and Judy Melander 
  Craig reported on the 2007-2008 Snow & Ice Communications Plan.  He handed out the draft plan. The 

plan outlined the background for the plan with the communication goals and objectives, the target 
audiences, the key messages and secondary messages, the tactics including who is responsible for each 
tactic, and the timing of each phase of the plan.  The tactics include media interviews, news releases, 
website information, email notices, changeable message sign messages, fact sheets, Newsline and district 
newsletter articles, and posters & displays within the Mn/DOT offices.  The plan will deliver several 
safety messages including the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) message in the public service messages. 

 
 
Speakers Bureau   Leigh Kriewall  
  Leigh reported that over the previous year, at least 42 presentations have been given by Mn/DOT 

employees to driver education classes, 55-Alive programs, and elementary school classes, which 
contacted 1169 people with our safety message (these are the recorded numbers and more presentations 
may have been given).  The speaker bureau work zone safety package has been updated in previous years, 
but may require additional updates and improvements, including addition of TZD to the package and 
information from the State Patrol.   

  
  It was also suggested that the Mn/DOT retirees may be interested in doing presentations in their “free-

time”.  No funding is available for expenses, but perhaps a few people may volunteer their services. 
NEW ACTION ITEM: 
  Leigh will contact the Mn/DOT retirees group and inquire on their interest in presenting the 

Speaker Bureau information. 
 
 
TZD Participation   Sue Lorentz 
  Sue Lorentz suggested (and the SWZSC highly recommended) that the speaker bureau contact the TZD 

program and offer the materials for use by TZD partners.  The speaker bureau should investigate the 
possibility of distributing information at the TZD conference and/or presenting the information during the 
conference. 

  The discussion involved other opportunities to present the TZD message to the public and the loss of the 
State Fair connection to the public was mentioned.  Both Mn/DOT and Public Safety (State Patrol) have 
lost the funding for their participation at the fair, but the SWZSC strongly felt that the TZD partnership 
should attempt to bring the State Fair booth back. 

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
  Leigh Kriewall, as the coordinator of the Speakers Bureau, will make contact with the TZD 

program and pursue it’s participation in the program.   
NEW ACTION ITEM: 
  Bernie Arseneau (and DPS) will explore the drafting of a recommendation letter to Mn/DOT and 

DPS staff for renewing the State Fair presence in the name of “Toward Zero Deaths” and the 
partnership between the departments. 
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Permits    Steve Maack    No Report 
 
Pre-Construction    Mark Waisanen    No Report 
 
District State Aid    Doug Haeder and Ron Bumann  No Report 
 
District Maintenance   Sue Lorentz and Randy Reznicek 
  Sue reported that Metro provided work zone safety courses to 80 new maintenance workers since the last 

meeting.  This training includes Flagging, Field Manual, and PCMS training. 
 
 Randy reported that he is spotting more flagging issues with construction crews and his maintenance 

crews comment on the difference in allowable standards.  Obviously, there is NO difference in the 
standards, but enforcement may be slack on some projects.  Radio communications between flaggers is 
required but not all contractors furnish handheld units and some use truck radios, thereby necessitating the 
need for a pickup truck next to the flagger.  Another issue may be that some of our project engineers 
and/or inspectors may not be familiar with current flagging standards.  

NEW ACTION ITEM: 
 Bill Servatius and Craig Mittelstadt will investigate whether the special provisions should require 

the flaggers be equipped with handheld radios.  
NEW ACTION ITEM: 
 Bill will work with the project engineers and inspectors on refresher courses for flagging 

operations. 
 
District Construction – Resident Engineers Steve Kordosky and Jeff  Perkins 
  Steve commented on the final “Work Zone Safety & Mobility Policy” and how the Resident Engineers 

appreciated the opportunity to participate on input in the development of the policy. 
  Steve reported that the Resident Engineers’ Work Zone Committee has added traffic engineering 

representation to their membership.  The new rep’s are Jim Miles from Duluth and Marv Sohlo from 
OTSO-WZ. 

 
District Traffic Engineering  Mike Engh, Jeff Reider and Kevin Schmidt 
  Jeff presented a slideshow of the various landslides, washouts, and water damage created by the massive 

storm in SE Minnesota in early August 2007.  Several contracts have been let to begin the roadway and 
bridge repairs needed.  He noted that the district soon ran out of “approved” traffic control devices during 
this emergency and resorted to using anything orange to mark hazardous conditions. 

 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
The next meeting will be March 17, 2008, in Fargo, North Dakota.  This will be prior to the Northland 
Chapter of ATSSA’s Annual “How-To” Conference (March 18-19, 2008). 
 
Refer to the following link for all current Work Zone information, standards, and documents, including the 
SWZSC information, such as meeting minutes and announcements.  

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/index.html
 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/workzone/index.html
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Statewide Work Zone Safety Committee Attendance – Oct. 2007 
name:     email:    phone:  Attendance 

        18th 19th 
Rick Arnebeck (Division Director)  rick.arnebeck@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4825   
Robert Winter (Division Director  bob.winter@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4810   

Co-Chair Mike Robinson (Duluth-Director)  mike.robinson@dot.state.mn.us 218-725-2704 X X 
Co-Chair Bernie Arseneau (OTSO-Director)  bernie.arseneau@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7004 X X 

Tom Ravn (OCIC-Director)  tom.ravn@dot.state.mn.us  651-366-4228 X X 
Steve Lund (Maint-Director)  steven.lund@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3566 X X 
Rick Kjonass (SALT - Asst Director) richard.kjonass@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3802   

Coordinator Jon Jackels (Mn/DOT/OTSO/WZ)  jon.jackels@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7377 X X 
Ken Nelson (Mn/DOT/Maint)  ken.nelson@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3568 X X 
Bill Servatius (Mn/DOT/OCIC)  william.servatius@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4233 X X 
Marv Sohlo (Mn/DOT/OTSO/WZ)  marv.sohlo@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7380 X X 

  Mark Vizecky (Mn/DOT/SALT)  mark.vizecky@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3839   
State Patrol: Major Al Smith  (DPS – State Patrol) al.smith@state.mn.us  651-201-7109 X X 
FHWA: Dave Kopacz (FHWA)   david.kopacz@fhwa.dot.gov 651-291-6126 X  
  James McCarthy (FHWA)   james.mccarthy@fhwa.dot.gov 651-291-6112   
Counties: Rick West (Ottertail County)  rwest@co.ottertail.mn.us  218-998-8470 X  
Cities : Gary Shannon (Rochester)   gshannon@ci.rochester.mn.us 507-328-2430 X X 
ATSSA : Jay Blanchard (NCATSSA – Safety Signs) jayblanchard@safetysigns-mn.com 952-469-6700   

Ken Russell (ATSSA/3D Specialities) ken@dakotafence.com  701-293-8599   
Eric Johnson (Traffic Technologies) ericj@traffic-technologies.com 612-363-7475   
Mike Granger (Street Smart Rental)  megranger@usinternet.com 651-653-4648   
John Story (Highway Technologies) john.story@hwy-tech.com  612-521-4200   
Gary Clark (3M)    gclark@mmm.com  651-592-2062 X X 
Fred Snyder (SignCAD)   freds@signcad.com  952-544-9559   
Judd Roby (SignCAD)   judd@signcad.com  952-544-9559   

LTAP: Jim Grothaus (LTAP)   jgrothaus@cts.umn.edu  612-625-8373   
Consultants: Larry McKenzie (URS)   larry_mckenzie@URSCorp.com 612-373-6315 X X 
AGC: Frank Weiss (Shafer Contracting)  fweiss@shafercontracting.com 651-257-5019   
Const.: CMG Mark Panek (CMG/D6)  mark.panek@dot.state.mn.us 507-446-5903 X X 
 Speaker Bureau Leigh Kreiwall  (OCIC)  leigh.kreiwall@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4217 X X 
 Special Prov. Craig Mittelstadt  (OCIC)  craig.mittelstadt@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4222 X X 
 Resident Eng Steve Kordosky (Const/Metro) steve.kordosky@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4302 X  
 Resident Eng Jeff Perkins (Const/D4)  jeff.perkins@dot.state.mn.us 218-846-3628   
Maintenance: Curt Gobeli  (Maintenance) curtis.gobeli@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3549   
OMG  John Howard (AME/Metro) john.howard@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7904 X X 
 Metro Maint Sue Lorentz (Maint/Metro) sue.lorentz@dot.state.mn.us 651-775-0309 X X 
 Outstate Maint Randy Reznicek (Maint/D3) randy.reznicek@dot.state.mn.us 320-223-6568 X X 
 Outstate Maint Greg Husmann (Maint/D6) greg.husmann@dot.state.mn.us 507-643-6310   
 Permits  Steven Maack (Permits/D4) steven.maack@dot.state.mn.us 218-846-7949   
Communications: Kevin Gutknecht  (Comm)  kevin.gutknecht@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-4264   
 Metro Comm Judy Melander (Comm/Metro) judy.melander@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7505 X  
Design: PCMG Mark Waisanen (Design/D4) mark.waisanen@dot.state.mn.us 218-846-3606   
SALT:  Douglas Haeder (SALT/D7) douglas.haeder@dot.state.mn.us 507-304-6105   
   Ronald Bumann (SALT/D1) ronald.bumann@dot.state.mn.us 218-725-2811   
Safety Professionals: Todd Haglin (Human Relations) todd.haglin@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3079   
 District Safety Bill Hanson (Safety/D4)  william.hanson@dot.state.mn.us 218-846-7949 X X 
Traffic Engineering: Susan Groth (OTSO)  sue.groth@dot.state.mn.us  651-234-7010 X X 
Metro Traffic Mike Engh (Traffic/Metro) mike.engh@dot.state.mn.us 651-234-7870 X X 
District Traffic Kevin Schmidt (Traffic/D3) kevin.schmidt@dot.state.mn.us 218-828-5771 X  
District Traffic Jeff Rieder (Traffic/D6)  jeffrey.rieder@dot.state.mn.us 507-285-7381 X X 
GUESTS: 
Highway Tech. Tim Lewis         X 
Comm. Office Craig Wilkins (for Kevin Gutknecht)      X 
RTMC  Jim Kranig          X 
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