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Work Zone 
Photo 

Speed Enforcement

Priscilla Tobias, PE
State Safety Engineer

Illinois Dept of Transportation

Work Zone Fatalities
2001

36 

1 worker

2002

31 

1 worker

2003

44

5 workers

2004

38

2 workers

2005

25

1 worker

2006

29

1 worker

2007

21

2 workers
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Work Zone Fines
 $375 ($250 + $125 Hireback Surcharge)

 $1000 ($750 + $250 Hireback Surcharge)
 90 day suspension

 Moving Violation

 Mandatory Court Appearance

 Dependent on signs, not workers   
present

Appropriate Signing
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Photo Speed
Enforcement
in Work 
Zones

Photo Speed 
Enforcement

 Work Zone Fines Apply

 Workers Present

 No Restriction on Time of Day

 WZ Must be Signed
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Photo Speed 
Enforcement
 Picture of License 

Plate & Driver

 Time, Date & 
Location

 Violation Tied to 
Driver

Photo Speed 
Enforcement

 Citations Sent 
Certified Mail in 14 
Business Days

 Company Vehicles
• Affidavit of Non-Liability
• 30 Day Allowance 

 Public Awareness 
Campaign
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Down the Road Radar

GOAL:  
VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE 

Across the Road Radar
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Media Coverage
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During operation the van is parked parallel to the lanes of travel and 
can operate effectively either inside or outside of Jersey barrier.

100 50 10050
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Paging Unit

This device promptly alerts 
all work zone employees that 
a vehicle is approaching 
them at an excessive speed. 
This speed is programmed 
into the system at the 
beginning of the deployment. 
ACS is providing 20 pagers 
per vehicle to help prevent 
work zone fatalities.
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DATA COLLECTION I-55 WZ

Base condition Trailer displaying speed Police lights off

Police lights off + Trailer SPE

17

Vehicle 
Type

Treatment

Shoulder Lane 
(mph)

Median Lane     
(mph)

Both lanes             
(mph)

Ave. 
Speed

Reduction
Ave. 

Speed
Reduction

Ave. 
Speed

Reduction 

Cars

Base 61.46 63.69 62.23

Trailer 59.66 1.80 * 61.70 1.99 * 60.45 1.78 *

PL OFF 54.71 6.75 * 55.90 7.79 * 55.10 7.13 *

PL OFF + 
Trailer

53.96 7.50 * 57.21 6.48 * 54.89 7.34 *

SPE 53.64 7.82 * 55.89 7.80 * 54.36 7.87 *

Speed Reductions: Free flow CARS
RESULTS AT TREATMENT LOCATION

* : Significant with 90% confidence level

18
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Vehicle 
Type

Treatment

Shoulder Lane 
(mph)

Median Lane          
(mph)

Both lanes               
(mph)

Ave. 
Speed

Reduction
Ave. 

Speed
Reduction

Ave. 
Speed

Reduction 

Trucks

Base 57.00 56.17 56.38

Trailer 56.25 0.75 56.96 -0.79 * 56.75 -0.37 

PL OFF 52.59 4.40 * 54.09 2.08 * 53.72 2.66 *

PL OFF + 
Trailer

51.53 5.46 * 53.16 3.02 * 52.80 3.58 *

SPE 50.52 6.48 * 52.27 3.90 * 51.85 4.53 *

Speed Reductions: Free flow TRUCKS
RESULTS AT TREATMENT LOCATION

* : Significant with 90% confidence level
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POSITIVES
 Issued Over PSE 10,000 Citations
 Majority Successfully Adjudicated
WZ Fatalities Decreased Over 50% since 

2003
 Safer Deployments
 Officer
 Motorist

 Efficient and Effective
 Deterrent Against Speeding
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Additional Information

IDOT’s Website Safety Information
http://www.dot.il.gov/safety.html

Contact: Priscilla Tobias

217-782-3568

Priscilla.Tobias@illinois.gov


