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As traffic volumes have grown, Minnesota 
has experienced an increase in cross median 
crashes. Installing cable median barrier in 
strategic locations has proven to be effective 
in preventing these crashes that so often have 
tragic outcomes.  
 
The table below outlines the number of miles 
to date of cable median barrier that have been 
installed; are planned and funded for the 
2007/2008 construction season; and the 
number of miles planned for beyond 2008 
that have not yet been funded. 
 
These projects have been funded through the 
Central Safety Fund and the Area 
Transportation Partner’s (ATP) Highway 
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Funds.  
Project selection was based on crash data, 
traffic volume, and existing median width 
following AASHTO guidance.   
 

 
 
A formal study is being conducted on the 
installation of cable median barrier to date. 
Preliminary data indicates that no fatal cross-
median crashes have occurred at these 
locations since their installation. Prior to 
installation, the section of I-94 between 
Maple Grove and Rogers had 5 fatal cross-
median crashes from 2001 to 2003.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The map and table on the following pages 
show the locations of the existing and 
planned cable median barrier. The typical 
cost for installation is about $100,000 per 
mile. However, there are restrictions in where 
cable median barrier can be installed.  For 
example, if the side slope is too steep, 
additional costs can be incurred through 
grading and/or providing cable median 
barrier for both directions.  
 
The annual cost to maintain and repair the 
cable median barrier system is approximately 
$7,000 per mile in the Metro Area and 
$5,000 per mile in Greater Minnesota.  This 
variance is the result of greater traffic volume 
in the Metro Area, thus higher crash 
frequency. Therefore, as the traffic volumes 
grow and the cable median barrier system 
expands, there will be a significant increase 
in the cost to maintain the barrier system 
statewide.  
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694

Currently Installed (35.85 Miles)
Funded 2007-2008 (52.59 Miles)
Planned Unfunded (154.62 Miles)



Mn/DOT Office of Traffic, Security, and Operations – May 2007 

  

 


