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Kristi Sebastian
Meeting started at 12:30 PM
Announcements

None
Business from the Floor

None
 Correction to the Minutes

Corrections were sent to member with the Agenda
Old Business
· FHWA – Will Stein
Commercial Advertising in Safety Rest Areas
From Mark Kehrli (FHWA) - The passage of MAP-21 expanded the opportunities for limited commercial activities within safety rest areas to include commercial advertising and media displays.  A number of questions have arisen regarding the allowable methods of and extent to which advertising can be implemented in rest areas.  This information is intended to clarify the intent of the language on commercial advertising in safety rest areas (information is attached).


Photoluminescent Pavement Markings – research from The Netherlands regarding glow-in-the dark pavement markings (attached).


Discussion:



The FAA has experimented with these and has found problems.


Ken Johnson stated that he has been getting emails about this for about 6 months and feels it may be a solution looking for a problem.  What is the benefit?



Howard Preston asked if it could be an advantage when water is on the surface.

Ken stated that there are rewriting the pavement tech memo – are going to add groove in markings with new pavement. 


The FHWA has granted approval of the City of Minneapolis Request to Experiment with Yellow-Red Flashing Beacons (attached).


Letter was signed by Mark Kehrli (FHWA) September 9, 2014.

· Requests for Experimentation, Conditional Use and Interpretation – Janelle Anderson

The FHWA has approved the City of Minneapolis Request to Experiment with flashing yellow/red beacons at crosswalks.  
New Business

1. Stop sign attached to decorative post.
Paul St. Martin described the City of St. Paul Public Art Ordinance Program that for all eligible capital projects, the city dedicates 1% of the eligible project cost to be used for public art (Program Guidelines and Ordinance attached).
The post that the stop sign is attached to is a 2 x 2 steel post that has a break away anchor.  Safety is a concern and is taken into account. The posts are located only on residential streets with slow speeds and low volumes.  Other issues taken into account include crash history and site distance.

Comments:

· Does the post color blend in with the back ground?

· Do people look at the post rather than the sign?

Artists believe that people will notice the post as a result of seeing the sign.

· Is there a concern that people will be distracted?

A study/comparison of similar intersections could be conducted.

· Have ADA issues been considered?

Yes

2. Approval of Chapter 6H revisions
Page 6 “optimum speed reduction and compliance study”.

The support statement currently is written as follows:
Support

If the work activity is rather stationary, studies have shown that the optimum speed reduction and compliance occurs when the Workers Present Speed Limit assembly is located approximately 1200 feet in advance of the active work crew.

There was discussion regarding the phrase “studies have shown”.  Ken was not able to locate a particular study that states the information above.  

Joe Gustafson stated that 1200 ft. may be appropriate for freeways but doesn’t apply to a 40 mph county road.  

Ken will remove the support statement and revise the layout.

6H-5 Speed Limit Fines In Work Zones
Joe stated that he would prefer that if you use the $300 plaque you must use the WORK ZONE plaque.  Otherwise people may think the $300 is just for speeding.

Janelle stated that at a different meeting, Sue Groth (OTST Director) felt that the $300 plaque shouldn’t be optional.  The $300 plaque will be used on MnDOT projects.  

One of the issues is getting all the signs on a portable sign structure may not be manageable.  

It was agreed that Ken will modify 6H-5 to say that the $300 plaque can only be used if the WORK ZONE plaque is used.
Work Zone Layouts (revised layouts attached)
Three work zone layouts were distributed to the group for discussion.  

It was agreed to add a note to the Workers Present Layouts (2 and 2a) that states that if a sign won’t fit on the left shoulder it can be put within the work space as long as it is not blocked by vehicles or devices.
It was also agreed to add 2-lane layouts.
Round Robin:

Howard discussed “Traffic Sign Life Expectancy” a new MnDOT research document that provides data about expected sign life based on the degradation of retroreflectivity and color over time.   The report can be found at:  http://www.dot.state.mn.us/research/TS/2014/201420.pdf
Howard also reported that an update to MnDOT’s “Traffic Sign Maintenance/Management Handbook” will be published at the end of October.  The update will include the new provisions of the MN MUTCD, a review of alternative methods for sign maintenance, and an approach to developing a budget for sign maintenance.  Information and workshop dates/locations can be found at:  http://www.mnltap.umn.edu/training/topic/traffic/bestpractices/index.html
The next meeting date will be Wednesday, October 8, 2014


MnDOT Waters Edge Conference Room 403 from 12:30pm to 3:00pm
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