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The Environmental Investigation Unit 

(EIU) within the MnDOT Office of Envi-

ronmental Stewardship has interest in 

projects that: 

¶ Directly impact the TH system  

¶ Include acquisition of highway R/W 

that includes MnDOT on the property 

title at any time in the project cycle 

¶ Include work on existing TH R/W 

Specifically, the EIU recommends that 

these types of locally led/partnership 

projects be reviewed by the Local Gov-

ernment Unit (LGU) with EIU oversight 

for possible issues associated with the 

following: 

¶ Contaminated material management 

related to the presence of contaminat-

ed soil, groundwater or other media 

within or adjacent to the construction 

project limits and includes properties 

that may be acquired to construct the 

project 

¶ Regulated material management re-

lated to building demolition/relocation 

and/or bridge demolition/rehabilitation 

The primary purpose of EIUôs involve-

ment is to reduce MnDOTôs liability as-

sociated with acquisition of contaminat-

ed properties and the management of 

contaminated materials and/or regulated 

materials during construction. Identifying 

contaminated and regulated material 

issues early in the project development 

offers the following potential benefits, in 

addition to reducing the LGUôs and 

MnDOTôs short and long-term liability: 

Opportunity to make design modifica-

tions around high-risk and other contam-

inated properties. 

¶ Initiate communication with regulatory 

agencies on any required notifications 

and permits, and when possible, se-

cure liability release documentation 

(Response Action Plans and No Asso-

ciation Determination letters) 

¶ Adequate characterization of contami-

nated and regulated material issues 

and to add this information into bid 

specifications to minimize project de-

lays and to identify and plan for signifi-

cant project costs 

If youôre doing work in MnDOT Right of Way 

Process 

Whenever a project will be constructed 

on existing or new MnDOT R/W, the 

agency administering the project must 

submit the completed Contaminated/

Regulated Material Checklist and project 

description with a map showing the lo-

cation of the proposed project, to EIU for 

project review as early as possible, such 

as during programming, scoping, prelim-

inary design or layout development.  

Training 

The EIU will provide training on contami-

nated and regulated materials to LGUs.  

This training will provide information 

necessary for government officials to 

understand environmental liability issues 

associated with contaminated and regu-

lated materials and management ap-

proaches that have been used success-

fully by MnDOT to reduce liability con-

cerns and assist construction in staying 

on schedule and on budget. 

Please contact the EIU for further assis-

tance. 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/environment/regulated-materials/pdf/rwm/section-5.pdf
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New funding opportunity - Safe Routes to Transit 
.ȅΥ Wŀǎƴŀ IŀŘȊƛŎ-{ǘŀƴŜƪΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ aƴ5h¢ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ 

Minnesotans want and need safe 

places to walk and roll. In Minne-

sota Walks, transit was identified 

as one of the top five destinations 

people want to be able to walk to. 

That is why MnDOTôs Office of 

Transit is pleased to release appli-

cations for the 2017 publicly fund-

ed program year in the rural 

(population up to 50,000) and 

small urban (population up to 

200,000) areas. This application 

includes building accessible paths 

to a bus stop that is currently inac-

cessible; including curb cuts, side-

walks and accessible pedestrian 

signals. 

Applications for the 2017 contract 

are posted on the MnDOT Office of 

Transit website. 

The Elderly and Persons with 

Disabilities Capital Grant Pro-

gram, FTA Circular 9070 Page 

IIIð14 FTA, is a capital assistance 

grant program providing 80 percent 

funding for the following eligible sub

-recipients:   

¶ Tribal Governments 

¶ State or local units of government 

State Aid construction webpage refresh 

In late January, the State Aid Construc-

tion webpage was reorganized to try to 

present the information in a more usa-

ble fashion for the cities and counties 

personnel that come here for support 

during the construction and contract 

administration phase of their projects. 

We have arranged the construction 

topics into the four areas in an effort to 

make it easy for you to find the kind of 

support you are looking for. 

Pay Item Forms 

Links to items for documenting pay 

quantities on your contracts 

Testing Forms 

Links to items for material testing and 

documentation 

Contract Administration Forms 

Links to various items useful for docu-

mentation of the state and federal  

contract requirements  

Information and Resources  

Helpful links including guidance from 

many MnDOT specialty offices 

We welcome comments and sugges-

tions. If you have other things you 

would like to see or ideas for improve-

ment of this webpage, please contact 

Ron Bumann at 

ronald.bumann@state.mn.us or 218-

725-2811 or Rollin Larson at 

rollin.larson@state.mn.us or 507-205-

6403. 

Have a safe construction season! 

.ȅΥ wƻƭƭƛƴ [ŀǊǎƻƴΣ {ǘŀǘŜ !ƛŘ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 

¶ Private non-profit agencies 

For further information about this 

application please contact Jasna 

Hadzic-Stanek at jasna.hadzic-

stanek@state.mn.us or 651-366-

4170, or John Groothuis at 

john.groothuis@state.mn.us or 

651-366-4187. 

The US Army Corps 

has reissued  

RGP-003-MN 

 

The US Army Corps of Engineers 

has reissued RGP-003-MN. RGP-

003-MN retains language for Linear 

Transportation Projects, Mainte-

nance and some other activities that 

could potentially be used by MnDOT 

and local government transportation 

authorities.  These would most likely 

be used when the activities do not fit 

under the RGP-004-MN.   

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/peds/plan/pdf/minnesota-walks-2016-final.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/peds/plan/pdf/minnesota-walks-2016-final.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/transit/grants/5310/index.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/transit/grants/5310/index.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/construction.html#pay
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/construction.html#testing
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/construction.html#contract
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/construction.html#info
mailto:ronald.bumann@state.mn.us
mailto:rollin.larson@state.mn.us
mailto:jasna.hadzic-stanek@state.mn.us
mailto:jasna.hadzic-stanek@state.mn.us
mailto:john.groothuis@state.mn.us
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/Tag/55058/rgp-003-mn/
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Donôt buy wetland credits until youôve checked with BWSR 

If you have an approved or authorized 

Corps of Engineers Permit be sure to 

verify with the Minnesota Board of Wa-

ter and Soil Resources (BWSR) that 

your wetland credits are already re-

served.   The Corp usually will not au-

thorize their 404 permit until the mitiga-

tion credits are verified with BWSR or 

the permit applicant. 

If you are just starting the permit appli-

cation process send in your ñcompleteò 

application and make sure you send the 

application (or copy of) to all the agen-

cies that need to take action (Corps, 

BWSR, DNR etc.).  Donôt rely on some-

one else to do it!  BWSR is the only one 

that can tell you they donôt have wetland 

credits to cover your project. 

Here is the latest information about the 

wetland banks: 

Bank Service Area (BSA) closures  

The Minnesota Legislature has re-

sponded to the funding shortfall by 

passing legislation that has been signed 

by Governor Dayton. Laws of Minnesota 

2017, Chapter 7 (HF434/SF326) con-

tains the following provisions relevant to 

the Local Road Wetland Replacement 

Program (LRWRP): 

Section 1. Until BWSR establishes wet-

land bank credits in all BSAôs that are 

adequate to meet the statutory obliga-

tion to replace wetland impacts resulting 

from eligible county, city and township 

road projects:  

(1) It must use wetland credits from one 

BSA to meet the wetland replacement 

obligation for local roads to the extent 

permitted under state and federal law; 

and  

(2) The draining and filling of wetlands 

for local road projects determined to be 

eligible for the LRWRP are exempt from 

replacement when authorized by a 

Clean Water Act Section 404 general  

permit and compensatory mitigation 

under the Section 404 program is not 

required.  

Section 2. $5 million is appropriated 

to BWSR to acquire wetland credits for 

the LRWRP. 

Immediate changes  

This legislation and its associated fund-

ing will result in the following changes 

to BWSR management of the LRWRP.  

Statewide wetland replacement will be 

provided for eligible projects  

The immediate availability of funding, 

combined with Section 1, paragraph (1) 

eliminates the need for the Plan adopt-

ed by the BWSR Board on October 27, 

2016. This means that BWSR will re-

turn to the practices employed prior to 

the adoption of the Plan and use 

LRWRP credits to replace all eligible 

county, city and township road projects 

consistent with federal or state law.  

This change should have little immedi-

ate impact on implementation of the 

LRWRP:  

¶ Since the current replacement credit 

shortage leaves little potential to use 

credits from adjacent BSAs because 

of restrictions imposed under both 

state and federal law; and  

¶ As project review and reporting re-

quirements remained in place during 

implementation of the Plan, and only 

one project was formally notified that 

replacement would not be provided 

by the LRWRP.  

Given the passage of this legislation, 

the BWSR Board will consider rescind-

ing the Management Plan at its March 

22, 2017 meeting. 

Clean Water Act Section 404 General 

Permit Exemption  

Section 1 paragraph (2) effectively ex-

empts certain LRWRP eligible county,  

city, and township projects from 

needing to obtain WCA replacement 

when those projects are authorized 

by a Section 404 general permit and 

for which compensatory mitigation is 

not required under Section 404. Note 

that this does not affect the reporting 

of project impacts to BWSR. BWSR 

will obtain verification from the Corps 

of the Section 404 general permit 

authorization to proceed with com-

pensatory mitigation and to ensure 

that replacement credits are not used 

for these activities. 

Short term actions  

Purchase of Existing Credits from the 

Wetland Bank  

BWSR has been appropriated $5 mil-

lion in State General Funds to ac-

quire wetland credits currently availa-

ble in the Wetland Bank to meet the 

immediate needs of the LRWRP. 

BWSRôs goal is to ensure that a mini-

mum one-year supply of credits is 

available in all wetland bank service 

areas based on historical program 

usage. Wetland credits will be ac-

quired through a request for pro-

posals process that will begin in late 

March and conclude with the acquisi-

tion of credits in May.  

BWSR will continue to monitor the 

wetland credit status of each BSA 

and, to the extent funds and wetland 

credits are available, make additional 

acquisitions as the need arises.  

Finally, BWSR will continue to coordi-

nate regulatory processes associated 

with wetland replacement for local 

road projects as we have always 

done with the Corps. This coordina-

tion is important to make sure that 

local road projects are not delayed 

due to these processes.  

(continue on page 4) 

By: Gary Reihl, Federal Aid Project Development 



Page 4 

New Precast Concrete Box Culvert Length Calculator 

State Aid Bridge has developed a 

new Precast Concrete Box Culvert 

Length Calculator for quick check-

ing of barrel lengths in your culverts 

plans. This tool is an excel spread-

sheet application that takes into 

account the culvert skew angle, 

vertical roadway profile, culvert cov-

er, and culvert size and class. 

Itôs currently being beta tested by 

State Aid Bridge, and will be posted 

on the State Aid Bridge website 

very soon. The tool will help State 

Aid District Offices review local cul-

vert plans for pertinent information 

and quantities. We also think it may 

help local culvert owners who pre-

pare their own culvert plans with 

plan checking to quickly validate 

the culvert length. 

We also envision the capability of 

the Box Culvert Length Calculator 

to evolve overtime to handle more 

complex and unique geometric situ-

ations. However, like all applica-

tions, itôs a balance between a use-

ful tool, and a tool that becomes too  

difficult to use and maintain. In 

addition, an instructional docu-

ment about the calculator will be 

available on the website once the 

new calculator is released.   

By: Dave Conkel, State Aid Bridge Engineer 

Continued...Donôt buy Wetland Credits until youôve checked 
with BWSR 

Longer-Term Actions  

The appropriation made in Laws of 

Minnesota 2017, Chapter 7 is a 

short term fix to the systemic fund-

ing shortfalls this program has ex-

perienced. Substantial additional 

funding is required this year, and 

continuing in future years, to devel-

op wetland credit balances in all 

BSAs at a level that provides stabil-

ity and confidence that this program 

will have the capacity to comply 

with statutory obligations and meet 

the needs of local road authorities.  

To this point, Governor Dayton has 

proposed $10 million in the capital 

budget for the LRWRP, and several 

bills have been introduced that include 

this level of funding. 

If you still have questions contact: 

Tim Smith at 651-600-7554 or 

tim.j.smith@state.mn.us  

Sarma Straumanis at 651-297-7965 or 

sarma.bwsr.straumanis@state.mn.us  

Amy Waters at 651-297-7748 or 

amy.waters@state.mn.us 

Gary Reihl at 651-366-3819 or 

gary.reihl@state.mn.us 


