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HOW to USE THIS GUIDE 
 
This guide will help you complete MnDOT’s online Safe Routes to School 
Neighborhood Assessment. It will save time and help organize information 
on current conditions in your school neighborhood. When you’re finished 
with this guide, it should take about 10-15 minutes to enter your information 
into the online Safe Routes to School Neighborhood Assessment. 
 
Before attempting to use this guide (or begin the online assessment), we 
highly recommend assembling a Safe Routes to School team. Assembling a 
team of people who are passionate about bicycling and walking in your 
community is a great way to ensure you have the experience, energy and 
commitment at hand to create great safe routes – and it will make 
completing the assessment tool that much easier. 
 
 

BACKGROUND on SAFE ROUTES TO 
SCHOOL in MINNESOTA 
 
SRTS programs encourage active and healthy lifelong habits, by providing 
youth more opportunities to walk and bicycle to school. They also reduce 
traffic, fuel consumption and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. 
Communities that choose to create Safe Routes to School will become 
involved in the planning and development of projects and activities that 
improve quality of life for people of all ages. 
 
To date, more than 200 schools have participated in MnDOT’s SRTS Program. 
As a result, schools provide new walking and bicycling trails, sidewalks and 
bike racks. They also hold bike rodeos and walk/bike to school days, establish 
walking school buses and conduct bicycle safety classes (among numerous 
other creative activities and projects). Through SRTS, youth and their families 
have more opportunities to stay active and healthy. 
 
Experience shows that effective SRTS programs are designed and 
implemented based on current information on conditions in and around 
schools. It is important to develop an accurate and broad understanding of 
the factors that influence walking and biking within a community. A good 
assessment goes beyond identification of readily perceived problems – e.g. 
an incomplete sidewalk – and delves fully into the environmental and 
behavioral factors that contribute to better walking and bicycling rates 
among schoolchildren. 
 
This tool will help communities assess current conditions and create 
benchmarks to track progress. The data collected will help MnDOT track 
barriers to walking and bicycling to school statewide and assess which 
strategies most effectively support walking and bicycling to school. 

The full SRTS Neighborhood 
Assessment as it appears online is 
presented on pages 3-14. Using the 
following color code may help you 
move through the questions more 
efficiently: 
 Information that is likely to be 

readily available or found online. 

 Information that is slightly more 
specific, technical or difficult to 
track down. 

 Information that is likely to be 
found during a walking or biking 
audit of your school 
neighborhood. 

When you’ve finished working 
through pages 3-14, it’s time to begin 
the online assessment found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferout
es/toolkit.html. Upon completion, 
you’ll receive a confirmation email 
from the MnDOT SRTS coordinator to 
confirm receipt. 

USING this GUIDE EFFECTIVELY 

A Safe Routes to School Team is a 
great way to get people involved in 
improving walking and biking 
conditions in your community – and it 
will make completing the online 
assessment tool that much simpler. In 
addition to a team leader who will 
champion your Safe Routes efforts, 
we recommend at least the following: 

• Principal or assistant principal 
• Parents 
• Community volunteer(s) 
• Students 
• Teachers 
• Law enforcement officer(s) 
• Local road authority (department 

of public works, county engineer, 
MnDOT) 

 
(From the MnDOT SRTS Handbook, 2011) 

 

BUILDING your SRTS TEAM 
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WALKABILITY and BIKEABILITY CHECKLISTS 
Walkability and bikeability checklists require an in-person walking/biking 
survey of neighborhood conditions. Completing at least one of these 
checklists is highly recommended for developing a full understanding of the 
conditions that affect walking and bicycling in your school neighborhood.* It is 
a great opportunity to bring together parents, children, community members 
and local officials. It can also help your SRTS team identify additional 
challenges that might be addressed under the scope of SRTS plans, projects or 
activities. 
 
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center maintains two popular 
checklists that have previously been used in school neighborhoods in 
Minnesota: 
PBIC Walkability Checklist 
PBIC Bikeability Checklist 
 

 
A pedestrian audit taking place in East Aurora, New York. (Dan Burden, 2006) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Completing an in-person walking/biking survey is a requirement of MnDOT’s 2012-2013 SRTS 
Planning Assistance Awards. 
 

http://katana.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/walkability_checklist.pdf
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/pdf/bikeability_checklist.pdf
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SRTS Neighborhood Assessment Guide: Instructions 
 
To open the SRTS Neighborhood Assessment Tool, you’ll need to follow the link found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/toolkit.html. Make sure that JavaScript and cookies are enabled in order 
for the assessment tool to work properly. Once you start: 
 

• You can begin and pause your survey whenever you wish – but make sure you don’t clear your web 
history or cookies before hitting “Done” on the final page. Otherwise your progress will be lost! 

• When you finish with a page, hit the “Next” button. If you want to go back to a previous page, hit the 
“Prev” button. 

• You can enter information for multiple programs (K-5, 6-8, K-8, etc.) at a time, but not for multiple school 
sites at a time. This tool is meant to encourage assessments at the neighborhood level (as opposed to 
city-, district- or county-wide).  

 
 
 
 
  

        The Welcome! Page  
 
Includes an introduction to MnDOT’s SRTS 
program and the SRTS Neighborhood 
Assessment Tool and discloses how MnDOT 
will use the information that you provide. 
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        The SRTS Team and School Information Page   
 
Asks for your school address and asks for general 
information about your SRTS team. 
 
Please skip Question 3 if the person responsible 
for completing your online SRTS Neighborhood 
Assessment is also your SRTS Team’s Champion 
(i.e. the person who will provide leadership and 
initiative in planning Safe Routes to School). 
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The SRTS Team and School 
Information Page (cont’d) 

 
Are any persons from the 
following professions, groups or 
backgrounds on your SRTS 
team?  

Walkability/Bikeability 
Audits 

 
Has your SRTS team 
performed a walkability 
and/or a bikeability audit? 
 
If so, the assessment tool 
will direct you to Question 
6 and Question 7 for more 
information. Please share 
your findings! 
 
If not, the assessment tool 
will guide you to the next 
section, “Supportive 
Policies and Programs.” 
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The Supportive Policies and 
Programs Page 

 
Questions 8-13 pertain to 
specific policies and programs 
(and associated strategies and 
activities) that might affect how 
students get to school.  
 
These questions draw from 
different areas of professional 
experience. Not all of your SRTS 
team members will necessarily 
be familiar with all of the 
programs and policies listed.  
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The Walk/Bike Zone Page 
 
Questions 14 and 15 ask about 
student enrollment at your 
school. 

The Walk/Bike Zone Page 
(cont’d) 

 
Questions 16 and 17 ask about where the 
students of your school live. This is more 
specific information – not all of your SRTS 
team members will know where to look 
for it. 
 
Identifying where students live in relation 
to schools in Minnesota is important in 
designing effective Safe Routes to School 
projects and activities. 
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Please continue to the next section: 
School Site and Property 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Walk/Bike 
Zone Page  
(cont’d) 

 
A walking or biking 
audit may be needed 
to find the items in 
Question 18 (unless 
one of your SRTS team 
members is already 
familiar with the 
area). 

The Walk/Bike Zone Page  
(cont’d) 

 
Please share any additional 
information that pertains to 
your school’s walk/bike zone! 
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The School Site and Property Page 
 
The design of your school site and 
property can encourage or discourage 
walking and biking among school 
children. Congested parking lots and 
limited access act as barriers. Other 
elements, like the size of your school 
property and the number of grade 
levels, can have mixed effects. 
 
Questions 20-25 ask for information 
that may need input from someone 
more familiarized with the school 
property. 
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The Street Profile Page 
 
The design of the streets around your 
school also clearly contribute to walking 
and biking rates among school children.  
 
Questions 26-30 ask for information 
that may need input from someone 
highly familiar with your 
neighborhood’s street network (i.e. a 
city engineer or planner, a school 
district transportation director or a 
county engineer). 
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The Pedestrian/Bicycle Facilities and 
Safety Page 

 
Questions 31-34 ask for specific information 
that may need input from someone highly 
familiar with your school neighborhood. 
“Prevalent” facilities are those that can 
generally be found throughout your school 
neighborhood. Facilities that are “Present in 
some cases” are those that have large or 
regular gaps in coverage. 

The Pedestrian/Bicycle Facilities and 
Safety Page (cont’d) 

 
Questions 35 and 36 ask for information 
that would turn up during a walking or 
biking audit (or would be known by 
someone highly familiar with your school 
neighborhood). 
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The Pedestrian/Bicycle Facilities and Safety 
Page (cont’d) 

 
Questions 37-42 ask for specific information that 
may need input from someone highly familiar 
with your school neighborhood.  
 
Questions 40 and 41 in particular might need 
input from a city, school district, county or state 
engineer or planner. Additional information 
regarding ADA-compliant design can be found at 
the U.S. Access Board website:  
www.access-board.gov.  

http://www.access-board.gov/
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The Remedial Pedestrian/Bicycle 
Facilities Page  

 
Questions 43-48 pertain to safety 
concerns that are addressed by 
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. 
This is specific information that might 
need input from someone highly 
familiar with your school neighborhood 
or a city, school district, county or state 
engineer or planner. 
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The Connectivity and Convenience Page  
 
Conventional cul-de-sacs limit walking and biking 
access while increasing dependency on 
automobiles. Adding walking and biking 
connections to conventional cul-de-sacs can 
reduce the distance that schoolchildren walk or 
bike to get to school. 
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Thank you for completing the 
MnDOT SRTS Assessment Tool Guide! 

 
 
 
 
 
You should now be ready to enter your answers in to the MnDOT online SRTS Assessment Tool found at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/saferoutes/toolkit.html. Upon entering your information into the online tool, you will 
receive a confirmation email from the MnDOT Safe Routes to School coordinator. 
 

If you have any questions, please email saferoutes.dot@state.mn.us or call (651) 366-4195. 
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