VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED (VMT)
Qualifications and Notes

There are many conditions to be considered when using VMT data from TIS, especially when performing VMT trend analysis.
1. The official VMT reports available at: Http://www.dot.state.mn.us/roadway/data/html/roadwaydata.html are based on mileage from the year they were created.  Comparing the VMT totals from these reports for consecutive years is invalid.  For the purpose of comparison, the historic VMT information should be reported using the current year’s mileage.  For more information please contact Megan Forbes 651-366-3883.

2. Consecutive year VMT comparisons (using the current mileage) should only be used as an estimate of Statewide VMT changes. Cross year comparisons of VMT at the county level are valid only when “actual” data is used (from counted year to counted year) and the data is reported using the current mileage.  Traffic counting schedules are available online at:

            http://www.dot.state.mn.us/traffic/data/html/aadt.html
3. VMT for Leap Years is reported as 366 days worth of traffic.  This must be normalized to 365 days when comparing with non-leap years.

4. Addition of new roadways can create artificial “increases” in VMT that are not due to growth on pre-existing routes.
5. For more information and analysis regarding VMT trends please visit: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/traffic/data/html/reports.html
6. HCADT counts are on a different schedule than AADT counts.  For more information on this data contact Tom Nelson at 651-366-3868.  The conditions above should also be considered for HCVMT analysis.

The following notes consist of information specific to the 2008 VMT data:

1. The addition of the “New” 212 in Carver County increased VMT on U.S. Highway Routes in that county by 34% over 2007.

2. The update of AADT on MSAS roadways in New Prague increased VMT on MSAS Routes in that county by 300% over 2007.
The following notes consist of information specific to the 2009 VMT data:
1. Due to the opening of the “New” 212 in Carver County in 2008, VMT on local roadways in the surrounding area has decreased while VMT on U.S. Highway Routes has increased.
2. The update of AADT on MSAS roadways in Kasson increased VMT on MSAS Routes in Dodge County by 115% over 2008.

3. The update of AADT on MSAS roadways in Wyoming increased VMT on MSAS Routes in Chisago County by 20% over 2008.
The following notes consist of information specific to the 2010 VMT data:
1. In Carver County traffic patterns have changed significantly as a result of the “New” 212.  Trunk Highway 912C (“Old” 212) saw a major decrease in AADT due to these changes.  Therefore Minnesota Trunk Routes (system 3) saw a major decrease in VMT.
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