
TO

FROM

HIOffNAY - Offioe of Environmental
Servioes x5771

L. A; Korth, Direotor
Design and Right of Way Division,

L. E. Foote, Direotor
Offioe of Environmental Servioes

STATE OF MINNESOTA

O/ficeMemorandum

DATE: Deoember 23 1975
"

SUBJECT: Albert Lea Travel Information Center Usage Study' 1-35

Attaohed is our report oovering the subjeot. The study was
oonduoted for five S hour days in August. On these five days
during the hours of the survey the rest area was used by about
3,5S9 people. Travelinformation was supplied to about 1,20S.

Usage of the sice and the various faoilities was about as
antioipated with a oouple of exoeptions. The peroentage of
vehioles using the travel information was somewhat lower
than antioipated (36 vs 45+). This may be aooounted for
by the high peroentage of people vaoationing in 11innesota
who were repeats -69%. These people probably already .
had a good idea as to where they were going. Also, the
percent of vehioles with pets - 9.4% was somewhat less than
what we might normally expeot about 14%.

One other phenomenon whioh we have observed during the rest
area usage studies sinoe the start of the gas shortage, whioh
oompletely defies explanation, is the deorease of the average
number of persons per vehiole. In this study 2.S. This is
down from our earlierstudie$ ~lhere we were observing about
3.2 to 3.3%. Why this 'should be happening, we do not know.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

Office Memorandum

TO

FROM

L. E. Foote t Director
Office of Environmental Services

: R.' B. Doerr

DATE: '
December 19t 1975

SUBJECT: Albert Lea Information Center Usage Study I-35

Date: August 14-1$, 1975 '
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

, Weather: Clear and Warm
, Vehicles on main line (NB): 10312

Vehicles entering area: 12$2
Per.cent of vehicles entering': 12.4%
(ijt of state vehicles entering: 76%
Average persons/vehicle: 2.$ "
Average timE'! in area: 16 minutes

Pumose for Enterirv::;
Use res't:. rooms
Get travel informalJion
To res'IJ
Ot:.her
Eat
Ge'IJ water
Dispose of wastes
Telephone

. \'
Percent of Persons Us~%
Rest rooms , 79. 0

Drinking \~ater, 4$.9%

?ercent of Vehicles USiD~

TravE'!l informalJion 35.9>
Waste disposal 15.7%
?:i.cnic tables $.9%
Telephone 3.9%
Electric outlet 0.3%

'Reason for Trc..\vel
VacaIJion 51.7%
Recreation 17.$fo
Family Affair16. 5%
Work. 14%
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lli!.;I; Vehicles Errt,edng Vehicles on Mainline Percent Stoppipg

Thursday 243 1637 14.4
Friday 277 2366 11.7
Sat,urday 321 2396 13.1+
Sunday 265 2250 11.3
Monday 176 1613 10.9- -

1232 10312 12.4~

Time of Entry
Hour Thur Fd Sat Sun Mon Total- - -
9:00 15 19 35 23 12 101}

10:00 26 26 46 23 21 J.l~

11:00 26 25 49 30 17 147
12:00 33 35 46 29 22 165
1:00 30 46 32 37 25 170
~:OO 39 45 34 17 20 155
3:00 29 33 32 33 24 156

1+:00 22 23 29 33 19 136

5:00 23 20 13 20 16 107-
TM'ALS 2/+3 277 321 265 176 1232

Out of St,ate Vehicles EnterinFl

Number Entering
Percent

Thur
135
7&fo

Fri
225
31%

Sat
273
35%

Sun
160
60{0

Mon
132
75~

Tot,al
975
76~

Vehicles Entering Area
Passenger Car No Trailer
Passenger Car Boat Trailer
Passe~~er Car Camper Trailer
Passenger Car House Trailer
Passenger Car OGher Trailer
Single Unit, Truck
Single Unit Truck Camper
Semi Truck

81_1:'5 C:lm;?er
Q'(,her

Questions Asked
Will you be camping in Minnesota yes
Will you be fishing in Minnesota yes
Have you ever vacationed in Minnesota before
Do you have pets l1i.th you yes 9. lifo

21.3~
27.410
yes. 63.9%



AIiBERl' LEA INFORJJaATION CENTER USAGE SURVEY - 135

DEAR MOTORIST:

THE MINNESOTA HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT IS DErERMIlITNG WHAT SHOULD BE THE SPACING OF RIDST

AREAS ALONG THE HIGHWAY AlID THE FACILITIES THEY SHOULD PROVIDE TO SATISFY YOUR

NEEDS. ONLY YOU CA.7'l SUPPLY INFORMATION WE NEED TO PLAlT REST AREAS FACILITIES.

PLEASE A.l\TSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

DAY OF WEEK'-- VEHICLE TYPE, _

DATEC- TIME 11'1, _

LICENSING STATE, TIME OUT. _

RES'Jr AREA USE

:!lUMBER OF PEOPLE 11'1

VE'rlICLE'-- _

h WHAT WAS YOUR CHIEF PURPOSE FOR DRIVING INTO THIS REST AREA? (check one)

1. 0 Use rest room 2·0 D;ispose of sewage 3. n Get water

4. 0 Just to rest 5. p. Get travel i.n:formation 6. t:l Telephone

7. Cl Eat 8~O Dispose of wastes 9. D Other
(please specify)

2. FlOW Ml0TY PEOPLE IN YOUR PARTY USED THE FOLLOWING?

Rest room facilities, _ Drinking water supply _

3. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES WERE USED BY YOUR PARTY?

1. 0 Picnic table

4. U Waste disposal

2. 0 Travel i.n:formation

5.0 Telephone

3. 0 Electrical outlet

6. 0 None of these

WHERE WILL BE (OR WAS) THE FARTHEST PODJT AWAY FROM YOUR HOME?

State. _ City or County, _

WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES IS THE MAIN REASON FOR THIS TRAVEL?

1. 0 Wor.k or related to work

3. D Vacation

2. 0 Family affairs suoh as family business,
educatior>.al, medical, etc.

4. 0 other recreational or sccial activity

WILL YOU BE GOING CAMPING IN MDlNESOTA?

WILL YOU BE GOING FISHING IN MINNESOTA? YES__

NO

NO

-_._-----------_.-------_.. --------------
HAVE YOU VACATIONED IN MINNESOTA BEFORE? YES_ NO

HOW LONG ARE YOU PLANNING ON STAYING IN MIlmESOTA? _

DO YOU HAVE PuTI PETS TRAVELING WITH YOU? (NUMBER) _

PLEASE RETURN UPON LEAVING REBr A.'lEA - THANK YOU
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