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Minnesota Department of Transportation

Transportation Building
395 John Ireland Boulevard
Saint Paul, MN 55155-1899

August 2009

Dear Citizens of Minnesota,

| am pleased to share with you Minnesota's Statewide Transportation Policy Plan 2009-2028: Your
Destination...Our Priority. This plan is the result of extensive collaboration during the past two years
between the Minnesota Department of Transportation and citizens, stakeholders and partners throughout
Minnesota. | want to thank everyone who took the time to participate in our outreach meetings and provide
comments and suggestions on the draft plan.

The Statewide Transportation Policy Plan establishes a multimodal transportation vision for the State of
Minnesota and identifies policies and strategies that support this vision. Although investment directions will
continue to evolve over time, there is no doubt that a safe, efficient and sustainable transportation system
will remain essential to Minnesota's economic vitality and quality of life. As the state's transportation leader,
Mn/DOT embraces its responsibility to uphold the vision and policies presented in this plan.

The success of Minnesota's transportation system depends on the coordinated efforts of many public and
private providers, and the policies and strategies outlined in this plan provide the framework for our joint
efforts. Mn/DOT will continue to look for opportunities to involve citizens, stakeholders and partners in the
implementation of this plan and in future investment and policy decisions. Together, we can realize the
shared vision of a safe, efficient and sustainable transportation system.

Sincerely,

///ZL o Sl

Thomas K. Sorel
Commissioner
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Moving Toward the Vision:
Plan Approach and Guiding Principles

This plan is intended to move Minnesota toward the long-range
transportation vision, recognizing the challenges and
opportunities involved. The following key principles frame the
plan approach and are reflected throughout the policies and
strategies.

1. Continue performance-based planning and
investment management: This plan continues the
commitment to performance-based planning established
in the 2003 Statewide Transportation Plan. This plan
further suggests that performance measures be devel-
oped and applied to all modes and jurisdictions as a way
to measure progress and the effectiveness of policies
and strategies.
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2. Articulate a more multimodal and multi-

jurisdictional approach to transportation:

The 2003 plan was primarily a plan for Mn/DOT and
focused on the highway system as the backbone of the
transportation system. While this plan continues to
acknowledge the importance of the highway system,

it also recognizes that a more multimodal and multi-
jurisdictional approach to transportation is needed to
achieve major goals, including maintaining Minnesota's
economic competitiveness, reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and providing modal choices for consumers.

. Build on existing plans: Since 2003, several major

modal and specialty plans and studies have been
completed related to aeronautics, freight, bicycles and
safety. Metropolitan Plans have been updated around the
state. The policies and strategies in this Statewide
Transportation Policy Plan build upon these plans and
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studies and, in many instances, identify issues and
strategies that need to be examined further in the future.

. Concurrently update the 20-year Statewide

Highway Investment Plan: Mn/DOT develops its
long-range statewide highway investment plan in a
decentralized manner through the preparation of plans
by each of its eight districts. The last update occured

in 2004 after the Statewide Transportation Plan was
adopted. To provide stakeholders with a clearer picture of
the link between the policy and the investment program,
the 20-year Statewide Highway Investment Plan has
been updated in tandem with the policy plan process.

. Emphasize importance of partnerships:

Minnesota's transportation system is a complex network
of inter-connected modes, owned and managed by

a variety of government jurisdictions and private
companies. To operate effectively, coordination across
modes and jurisdictions is essential. Toward this end, the
plan identifies key issues and strategies for consideration
by Mn/DOT's partners, who provide key components of
the statewide system. The plan begins to set a framework
for enhanced coordination and stronger collaboration
among Minnesota's transportation partners.

. Commit to innovation: With all the challenges facing

Minnesota's transportation system in both the near- and
longer-term, innovation is imperative. Creativity and
innovation need to permeate every aspect of transporta-

tion service delivery, from how revenues are generated,
services are contracted and projects are constructed, to
how existing capacity and rights of way are managed.

. Seek cost-effective and context-appropriate

solutions: Given limited financial resources, it is
essential that cost-effective and context-appropriate
solutions are implemented so that resources can be
stretched to provide benefits to the greatest number of
users.

. Maintain a flexible and opportunistic approach:

This plan has been developed during a time of significant
change, bringing both challenges and opportunities for
the future of transportation in Minnesota. The Minnesota
Legislature approved increased funding for transporta-
tion and directed investments toward a major bridge
rehabilitation program. When gas prices peaked in July
2008 at more than $4 per gallon, Minnesotans drove
fewer miles, transit ridership increased, and transporta-
tion revenues declined. As of this writing, gas prices have
plummeted, the national economy is in serious recession
and Congress has approved an economic stimulus bill,

a component of which was a major infrastructure invest-
ment program. Clearly, the policies and strategies set
forth in this policy plan and the highway investment plan
may need to be revisited to respond to the evolving
challenges and opportunities.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Moving Toward the Vision: Policies,
Strategies and Performance Measures

The policies, strategies, performance measures and targets
presented in this plan provide guidance to Mn/DOT for the
state highway system and, where appropriate, to other
transportation providers responsible for local roads and
other modes. As such, this plan seeks to provide a more
comprehensive framework to coordinate and integrate the
multimodal, multi-jurisdictional networks that compose
Minnesota's transportation system.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028

Policy 1-Traveler Safety

Reduce the number of fatalities and serious injuries
for all travel modes. Mn/DOT will continue to support

the Toward Zero Deaths initiative and, in cooperation with its
partners, pursue a comprehensive “four E” approach to
highway safety: Education, Enforcement, Engineering and
Emergency medical services. Engineering improvements will
focus on systemwide, cost-effective safety investments on both
the state and local roads. Mn/DOT will also continue to monitor
air travel safety and will work with the Federal Railroad
Administration to monitor and report rail safety.

Policy 2—Infrastructure Preservation

Ensure the structural integrity of the transportation
systems serving people and freight. Consistent with the
directives of the 2008 Minnesota Legislature, Mn/DOT will carry
out an investment program to repair and replace fracture
critical and structurally deficient state trunk highway bridges



while continuing to work toward achieving condition targets for
all state bridges, pavements and other infrastructure. However,
given the outlook for future revenues and other competing
needs, it is unlikely that all infrastructure condition targets will
be achieved for the entire state trunk highway system.

Mn/DOT will apply cost-effective strategies, such as preventive
maintenance, pavement reclamation and innovative contracting
methods, to maximize available resources and reduce or stem
increases in costs. Mn/DOT will also work with other public and
private transportation systems of statewide importance to
monitor the condition of their physical assets and provide
technical assistance where appropriate.

Policy 3—Maintenance and Security

Maintain and operate the statewide transportation
system in an efficient, cost-effective and secure
manner. Mn/DOT will use the increase in operating funds
provided through the 2008 Legislature to address high priority
maintenance needs, including snow and ice removal; bridge,
pavement and drainage maintenance; and safety and traffic
operations. Mn/DOT will revamp its bridge inspection process to
meet new federal requirements, document follow-up procedures
to improve the effectiveness of the bridge inspection program,

and emphasize preventive maintenance to ensure public safety
and extend bridge life. Mn/DOT will continue to pursue a wide
range of opportunities to share costs, resources and best
practices with its transportation partners and thereby achieve
efficiencies across systems.

Policy 4—National and Global Connections

Maintain and strengthen Minnesota's strategic
multimodal connections to the Upper Midwest,

the nation and the world. During the past 15 years,
Minnesota's economy has become more global. Maintaining
viable multimodal transportation connections to and from
adjacent states, as well as gateways to the rest of the world,
has become critical to the state's economic future. Because
these connections rely on infrastructure beyond Minnesota's
borders, Mn/DOT will continue to work with neighboring states
and federal agencies to maintain and improve national and
international transportation linkages that are important to
Minnesota. Mn/DOT will also continue to work with private
industry providers, such as air, rail and waterway transport,
to identify approaches that will support maintaining strong
national and international transportation connections to
Minnesota for people and freight.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Policy 5-Statewide Connections

Enhance the movement of people and freight between
regional trade centers within Minnesota by providing
efficient, multimodal transportation connections.
Travel between regional trade centers is important for

citizens and businesses throughout the state. Strong
transportation connections link workers with jobs, raw
materials with manufacturers, and recreational users with
parks and natural resource areas. In 2000, Mn/DOT created
the Interregional Corridor system with the goal of enhancing
the economic vitality of the state by providing safe, timely and
efficient highway connections between key economic centers
throughout the state. Mn/DOT will continue to work with its
partners to maintain safety and mobility on these interregional
corridors and will identify strategic, cost-effective modal options
for statewide travel, such as intercity bus service, high-speed
passenger rail, regional freight rail and air service for both
passengers and freight.

Policy 6-Twin Cities Mobility

Provide mobility and address congestion in the Twin
Cities by optimizing use of the existing system and
making strategic capacity investments in both high-
ways and transit. This plan moves the region away from

its long-held and historical approach of attempting to build its
way out of congestion by adding more highway lanes — one
major project at a time — to a more innovative, balanced and
financially realistic approach to address regional mobility needs.
This new approach reflects an understanding that congestion

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028

may be mitigated but not eliminated. It also emphasizes lower
cost, systemwide improvements that optimize use of existing
highway capacity and rights of way and provide advantages for
transit. Examples include improvements in lane continuity, use
of shoulders during peak hours, incident clearance and signal
timing. Managing demand through metering, traveler informa-
tion, telework initiatives and potential expansion of pricing is
also envisioned. Improvements to expand capacity and/or
access will be part of the approach, but these investments will
be focused on strategic improvement to both the highway and
transit systems. This vision for mobility in the Twin Cities will be
more fully articulated through a joint study led by Mn/DOT and
the Metropolitan Council beginning in 2009. The findings will be
incorporated into the Metropolitan Transportation Policy Plan in
2010 through a formal amendment.

Policy 7—Greater Minnesota Metropolitan and Regional
Mobility

Provide for the changing transportation needs of peo-
ple and freight within Greater Minnesota regions and
metropolitan areas by planning regionally for critical
investments and improving coordination across modes
and jurisdictions. A growing and aging population combined
with shifts in the economy will put new demands on the
transportation system in Greater Minnesota. To address

these changes, Mn/DOT will continue to work with the
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Regional Development
Commissions and other partners at the local and regional level
to identify issues and opportunities for coordinated roadway,
transit, bicycle-pedestrian and freight system improvements.
Of particular importance will be the joint efforts to examine

the changing needs for both transit and freight.

Policy 8—Community Development and Transportation

Support local efforts to increase jobs, expand
housing, and improve community livability through
more coordinated planning, complementary design,
and timely communication among land use and
transportation authorities. Transportation is a key



ingredient to community livability and local economic
development. Local governments must carefully consider and
address the transportation needs and implications of their land
use and community development decisions. Mn/DOT will work
with regional and local partners as well as state agencies to
promote the planning and development of local transportation
systems that are sensitive to the community context, support
local development goals and conform to regional system plans.

Policy 9—-Energy and the Environment

Improve the energy efficiency and environmental
sustainability of Minnesota's transportation system.
Mn/DOT and other transportation agencies will continue

to protect and enhance the environment by integrating
environmental stewardship in the planning, development and
construction phases of transportation projects as well as in
system operations. Working in close coordination with other
transportation system providers, Mn/DOT will also strive to
reduce emissions and improve energy efficiency through the

promotion of travel modes with high occupancy and/or low
emission vehicles, increased use of alternative fuels and
adoption of property and right of way management practices
that offset greenhouse gas emissions.

Policy 10—Accountability and Transparency

Strengthen accountability and transparency in the
delivery of Minnesota’s transportation system.

To strengthen accountability and transparency in its decision-
making, Mn/DOT will set clear and measurable objectives, track
progress toward meeting objectives and report results on a
reqular basis to policymakers and the traveling public. Mn/DOT
will develop new approaches and venues to proactively and
reqularly engage partners and stakeholders in the decision-
making process at both the project and broader system levels.
A new project scoping, cost estimating and cost management
process will improve Mn/DOT's ability to deliver projects on time
and within budget.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Moving Toward the Vision:
Mn/DOT Statewide 20-year Highway
Investment Plan 2009-2028

Mn/DOT’s Planning and Programming Process

Mn/DOT District 20-year Highway Investment Plan

Years 11-20 Years 5-10 o Years 1-4
Long-Range Mid-Range N State
Highway Highway B Transportation
Investment @ Investment Improvement

Plan B Plan Program

Modal and : S Modal
Specialty Plans 0 B Projects

Concurrent with the Statewide Transportation Policy Plan

Minnesota
Statewide
Transportation
Policy Plan

update, Mn/DOT updated its Statewide Highway Investment
Plan. This 20-year plan, last updated in 2004, provides the link
between the policies and strategies established in the Statewide
Transportation Policy Plan and the capital improvements that
are made to the state highway system. The Statewide Highway
Investment Plan 2009-2028 is a compilation of eight individual
district highway investment plans.

Mn/DOT established a five-step process and guidelines to
ensure that the individual district plans would be developed in a
consistent, objective manner and that planned improvements
would address statewide goals and investment priorities.

Mn/DOT Highway Investment Plan Development Process

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Identify Investment Project Set Investment Goals
Needs Future
Revenue

Investment to

Meet 20-year
Highway
Targets Investment

Performance

Revenue Goals: 3 Plan

Outlook Balanced &

Regional and
Community
Improvement
Priorities

Legislative
Direction
(Chapter 152)

Stakeholder
Performance Input
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Step 4 Step 5
Develop
Investment

\P¢Q‘Q\ STIP 2009-2012
Mid-Range HIP 2013- 2018
Long-Range HIP 2019-2028

Step 1-Identify Investment Needs

Investment needs fall into two categories: improvements to
address system performance and improvements to address
regional and community priorities. Performance-based needs
include investments to meet established system

performance targets related to traveler safety,
infrastructure preservation, interregional corridor
mobility, Twin Cities mobility and Greater Minnesota
Regional and Metro mobility. The analytical models and
methodologies used to calculate the investments to
meet these system performance targets are described
more fully in the 20-year Statewide Highway
Investment Plan. Regional and community priorities
include a wide range of highway improvements to
support local business or community development
goals, from major highway expansions and new interchanges
to intersection modifications, trails and sidewalks.

Statewide, investments to meet system performance targets
during the 20-year period are estimated at approximately $62
billion. Mobility needs related to interregional corridors and
congestion mitigation in the Twin Cities and Greater Minnesota
urban areas represent the largest proportion, about $43
billion, or 69 percent, of the total. For now, congestion
mitigation needs in the Twin Cities have been estimated based
on previously identified needs from the 2004 Metro District
Plan. The approach to mobility and congestion mitigation will
be further examined in 2009 and will likely result in a revised
estimate of need. Infrastructure preservation accounts for
about $16 billion, or 26 percent,

Identify High Priority and roadway improvements targeted

Investment Options
for Potential
Additional Funding

toward safety total about $3 billion,

or 5 percent of the total needs.
Total
Unfunded

An additional $3 billion to $5 billion
is needed to address regional and

Statewide
High Priority
community improvement priorities.
This estimate reflects the sum of
each district's understanding of local
concerns expressed during the past



Statewide Highway Investment Needs 2009-2028

Traveler
Safety
$3.1B
5%

Regional &
Community

Mobility
Preservation $42.6 B

$16.3 B 69% Improvement

Priorities
=$3-$5B

26%

Investments to Meet Performance Targets = $62 B

several years and, as such, does not represent a comprehen-
sive assessment of every potential local request. It does
illustrate, however, that there are many demands on available
transportation funding beyond the investments needed to meet
established statewide performance targets.

Step 2—Project Future Revenue

Next, revenues were projected based on the trends in state
and federal revenue sources for state highway construction. No
new sources of revenue were assumed but the increased bond
funding for trunk highways enacted by the 2008 Legislature
was factored into the projection. Construction cost trends were
also analyzed and projected so that investment needs and
expenditures could be estimated in year-of-construction dollars.
A more complete description of revenue and cost trends and
projections is provided in Chapter 5 of the Statewide
Transportation Policy Plan. Given the volatility in both costs and
revenues and the current discussion of increased funding in the
next Federal Transportation Act, the projections assumed in
this plan represent a snapshot in time. They will need to be
updated annually as long-range investments become pro-
grammed in the four-year State Transportation Improvement
Program.

Step 3—Set Investment Goals

The investment priorities reflected in this update of the
Statewide Highway Investment Plan differ significantly from the
2004 plan. At that time, Mn/DOT identified infrastructure
preservation as its top priority and districts were directed to
fully fund preservation needs before other priorities, including
safety, mobility and local community priorities. The revenue and
costs outlook in 2004 projected sufficient long-term funding to
meet not only preservation needs, but other areas of need as
well.

Since 2004, revenues have not grown as anticipated and con-
struction costs have increased dramatically. Even with the
increased transportation revenues provided through Minnesota
Law 2008, Chapter 152, the costs to fully preserve bridges,
pavements and other roadway infrastructure during the next 20
years will exceed projected funding.

The investment goals for this update of the Statewide Highway
Investment Plan reflect Chapter 152 legislative direction, con-
sideration of system performance trends and stakeholder input.
While infrastructure preservation continues to be an important
priority for Mn/DOT, it cannot be the exclusive priority. The goal
for the 2009 plan is to lay out a balanced program of invest-
ments that:
» Supports the continued development of the statewide
economy and livability of Minnesota communities;
Optimizes the allocation of projected revenues towards
four strategic investment priorities of traveler safety, mobil-
ity, infrastructure preservation and regional and communi-
ty improvements; and
* Results in a consistent level of investment effort across
districts toward statewide system performance targets,
including the investment directions established in Chapter
152 for the rehabilitation or replacement of fracture critical
and structurally deficient bridges and other highway
improvements.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Statewide Highway Investment Plan 2009-2028: ~$15 B (year of construction)

Traveler
Safety
$1.4B
9%

Other
$.4B
2%

Mobility
$1.0B

Step 4-Develop Investment Plan

About $15 billion is projected to be invested statewide over
the next 20 years, from 2009-2028. Costs are expressed in
projected year-of-construction dollars. Investments to preserve
pavements, bridges and other infrastructure average 78
percent of the total for the 20 years. Roadway enhancements
and capacity improvements for safety account for 9 percent of
the total, with 7 percent planned to improve mobility and 4
percent to address regional and community improvement
needs.

As a result of planned investments, Mn/DOT anticipates the

repair or replacement of 120 fracture critical or structurally
deficient bridges by 2018, consistent with the Chapter 152

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028

Infrastructure
Preservation
$11.6 B

78%

legislative direction. In addition, the other 4,000 state highway
bridges will receive needed repairs or reconstruction. The
number of state highway miles with pavement in good condition
will be maintained; however, the number of miles with poor
pavement condition will nearly triple, from about 600 miles
today to 1,600 miles by 2018.

To improve traveler safety, the planned investments in the first
10 years focus on both systemwide safety enhancements, such
as median cable barriers and edge treatments, as well as a few
safety/capacity improvements. Other investments for mobility
and regional and community priorities are summarized in the
20-year Statewide Highway Investment Plan.



Step 5-Identify High Priority Investment Options for
Potential Additional Funding

With a total estimated investment need exceeding $65 billion
during the next 20 years, and projected revenues of about $15
billion, this analysis indicates that almost $50 billion remains in
“unmet needs.” To place this level of funding in perspective,
every 5 cents on the motor vehicle fuel tax in Minnesota
provides just under $100 million per year to the State Road
Construction fund. To meet five percent of the $50 billion gap,
or $2.5 billion, over the next 10 years would require the
equivalent of a 12.5-cent increase in the motor vehicle fuel tax.

It is unlikely that future transportation funding will increase
sufficiently to meet almost $50 billion in “unmet need.” This
plan's policies and strategies, therefore, emphasize a new
approach to meeting system improvement needs through
stronger partnerships and innovation. This is especially evident
in the plan's vision for mobility in the Twin Cities, calling for

a more comprehensive and fiscally realistic approach to
congestion mitigation.

This plan also stresses the need to set priorities. Toward this
end, Mn/DOT has identified 5 percent of the “unmet needs” as
high priority investment options should additional revenue be
available during the next 10 years. Additional funding, such as
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, would likely carry
specific eligibility criteria or investment direction. For this

reason, the identified high priority unfunded investments are
distributed across all four strategic investment categories.

High Priority Unfunded Investment Options

Strategies $ %
Enhance
Traveler $385 M 15%
Safety
Improve Mobility
on IRCs and $1,030M  41%
Twin Cities
Freeways
Preserve
Infrastructure SIOHE  39%
Regional
Community $115 M 5%
Priorities

Total $2,500M 100%

These priorities were identified because they would provide the
opportunity to enhance traveler safety on rural roads across
the state as well as Twin Cities metro freeways, upgrade under
performing Interregional Corridors, fund a low-cost/high-benefit
congestion management program as well as some key capacity
expansion projects in the Twin Cities, preserve pavement and
bridges, and support partnership projects for local economic
development efforts throughout Minnesota.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Moving Toward the Vision: Future Plans
and Studies

Many issues and proposed strategies outlined in this plan will
require further in-depth analysis and consultation among the
partners, stakeholders and policymakers. Several key studies
and investment plans are currently underway or will be initiated
soon to evaluate and expand upon the policies and strategies
of this plan. The major policies and investment priorities
identified in these plans and studies will be incorporated

into the Statewide Transportation Policy Plan through an
amendment, anticipated in 2010.

Greater Minnesota Transit Plan

The update of the 2001 Greater Minnesota Transit Plan is
scheduled for completion in 2009. The plan will define the
future vision for public transportation across Greater Minnesota
and focus on the needs of four target market groups. It will
identify strategies to guide investments to both maintain and
expand current transit services across the state.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028

Greater Minnesota Transit Implementation/Investment
Plan

In 2008, the Minnesota Legislature directed Mn/DOT to develop
a transit implementation plan that included an analysis of
ridership and transit service needs throughout greater
Minnesota; a calculation of unmet needs; an assessment of the
level and type of service required to meet unmet needs; an
analysis of costs and revenue options; and a plan to reduce
unmet transit service needs. The plan, to be completed in
2009, will specifically address special transportation service
ridership and needs.

Intercity Bus Study

In 2009, Mn/DOT will update the Intercity Bus Study, last
updated in 1997. The study's primary objectives include:
enhanced coordination and connectivity between public

and private sector services; identification of service gaps;
formulation of strategies to meet service needs; and improved
interface between transportation modes. The results of

this study, scheduled for completion in mid-2009, will be
incorporated into the Statewide Transportation Policy Plan
through an amendment, anticipated in 2010.



Statewide Freight and Passenger Rail Plan

The Minnesota Statewide Comprehensive Freight and
Passenger Rail Plan was mandated by the 2008 Minnesota
Legislature and is scheduled for completion in late 2009.

The plan will create a vision for both passenger and freight
rail services in Minnesota; establish investment needs; identify
a potential passenger system network; determine the role of
private and public sector entities; set parameters for corridor
priorities; and identify potential funding sources. The plan will
comply with expected federal state rail plan guidelines and
requirements in order to expedite development and funding for
proposed and future projects.

Metro Highway System Investment Study

During the next 12 months, Mn/DOT and the Metropolitan
Council will work with other transportation partners to evaluate
the metropolitan highway system. The study's goal is to

define the long-term (40- to 50-year) vision for the Twin Cities
metropolitan area's transportation system. The Metro Highway
System Investment Study will guide overall mobility decisions by
giving direction to fully use all highway and modal investments
in a coordinated manner.

Regional Freight Studies

The Northern Minnesota/Northwest Wisconsin Freight Study
and the Western Minnesota Freight Study will be multimodal
and include highway (commercial vehicle operations), rail,
waterway, air cargo and intermodal transportation. The studies
will examine regional and local issues not captured in previous
freight transportation studies and plans; document the
existing freight transportation systems; identify industry and
region-specific issues and trends as they relate to freight
transportation; and identify potential system improvements
for freight movement in these regions.

Long-Range Transportation Funding Options

The 2008 Minnesota Legislature directed that Mn/DOT

evaluate the 20-year needs to maintain and improve the state's
highways, bridges and transit as well as various funding options
to meet those needs. The analysis will be conducted

in consultation with other state agencies and stakeholders

and will consider the implications of increased fuel economy,
availability of alternative modes, and fuel price volatility on
various revenue options. The study, due in November 2009, will
also look into the potential of road pricing and other alternative
funding mechanisms with particular consideration of their envi-
ronmental impacts and implementation feasibility.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028



Innovative Finance Initiative

Mn/DOT is working with its transportation partners and
stakeholders to explore innovative finance concepts and
options for maximizing limited transportation dollars. Through
this initiative, Mn/DOT will seek to align user benefits with costs
and deliver a greater number of transportation projects more
quickly.

Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan

The Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan will identify
physical obstacles in Mn/DOT facilities, describe the methods
that will be used to make the facilities accessible, specify the
schedule for the taking action, and identify the responsible
official. Upon completion, the plan will assist Mn/DOT in meeting
ADA requirements.

Minnesota Statewide Transportation Policy Plan: 2009-2028

Complete Streets Feasibility Study

Complete streets are defined as roadways designed and
operated to enable safe, attractive and comfortable access
and travel for all users: pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and
public transport users of all ages and abilities. Mn/DOT and its
partners are assessing the benefits, cost and feasibility of
establishing a complete streets policy in Minnesota.
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