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S.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This federal environmental assessment (EA) document has been prepared under 23 CFR 771.129
and 23 CFR 771.130 by the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), the Northstar
Corridor Development Authority (NCDA), and the Metropolitan Council of Twin Cities on
behalf of the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration to
update information found in the Northstar Corridor Draft and Final Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS and FEIS), dated October 2000 and March 2002, respectively, and the Record of
Decision (ROD), dated December 2002. This reevaluation document addresses whether there
have been significant changes to the proposed action, the affected environment, and the
anticipated impacts or the proposed mitigation measures required. If there have been no
significant changes in any of these areas, the FEIS document may still be considered valid.
However, if there have been significant changes, in any of these areas, then a supplement to the
FEIS must be issued, or a new FEIS document shall be prepared.

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has the primary responsibility for the Northstar
Corridor project. Mn/DOT is the project sponsor and federal grant applicant for the Northstar
Corridor Rail project and works in partnership with NCDA and the Metropolitan Council for the
construction and operation of the service.

S.1 Purpose and Need

As presented in the DEIS and FEIS, the purpose and need for the Northstar Corridor Rail project
is as follows:

Three factors affect the demand for transportation services in the Northstar Corridor:
• Population and employment growth in the corridor counties
• Driver behavior
• Changes in the origin and destination of trips made

The purpose of the Northstar Corridor Rail project is to meet the future transportation needs of
the corridor.
• Address the imbalance between travel demand and travel supply
• Address the lack of multimodal transportation choices
• Improve the coordination between transportation investments and land use development
• Address the lack of corridor wide transit services
• Address the lack of non-motorized facilities

Reasons for Proposed Changes to Preferred Alternative

In response to the FTA’s guidance on measuring cost-effectiveness, Mn/DOT and the NCDA
have worked to redefine the project to enhance the travel time savings for commuters, and to
reduce the capital and operating costs by shortening the length of the line (from an 81.8 mile
system to a 40.1 mile system) and reducing the number of stations. The result is an efficient and
cost-effective project.

In addition, the inclusion of a third mainline from milepost (MP) 15.1 to MP 21.1 (located in the
cities of Fridley and Coon Rapids) was specifically defined and required as part of the Capital
Improvements Engineering Agreement between the BNSF and the NCDA. Since the DEIS/FEIS,
the design and limits of the proposed third mainline have changed to reflect specific capacity
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requirements, rail operations, and avoidance/minimization of sensitive resources in proximity to
the rail corridor.

S.2 Alternatives

Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The preferred alternative described and evaluated in the FEIS and defined in the ROD includes
the following system elements (See preferred alternative figure in Appendix A.2):
• Commuter rail service on the existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail line, from

downtown Minneapolis to a northern terminus at Rice, Minnesota, for a length of 81.8 miles.
• Eleven commuter rail stations at the following locations (from south to north): Downtown

Minneapolis, Northeast Minneapolis (7th Street location), Fridley, Coon Rapids-Foley, Coon
Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River, Big Lake, Becker, St. Cloud, and Rice.

• A vehicle maintenance facility at the Elk River South location.
• A layover facility at Rice.
• A Light Rail Transit (LRT) connection from 3rd Avenue North to 6th Avenue North

(including tail tracks) on 5th Street (north side of street), and an LRT station immediately
west of 3rd Avenue North. One alternative alignment would end at the platform (with no tail
tracks); however, tail tracks were evaluated in the FEIS to disclose impacts of the total length.
Note: The impact and mitigation measures associated with LRT from 1st Avenue North to 3rd

Avenue North were documented in the Hiawatha LRT Reevaluation and ROD.
• All of the proposed track improvements evaluated in the DEIS (retained for the purpose of

environmental evaluation); except for the potential triple track from Coon Creek to I-694
(mileposts 20.7 to 15.6) and the potential siding from milepost 20.7 to 18.8.  Proposed track
improvements potentially could change from those evaluated in the EIS, depending on the
outcome of the BNSF negotiations.

• A bus operation plan that will reduce bus service frequencies on existing express service
routes that duplicate commuter rail service. Existing bus routes will also be modified to
connect to commuter rail stations and service frequencies will be modified to provide strong
connections to commuter rail.

An MOS of the preferred alternative for the Northstar Corridor was defined and evaluated in the
FEIS. Specifically, the MOS for the corridor was defined as commuter rail service from
downtown Minneapolis to the proposed Big Lake station (40.1 mile system). Station locations
were proposed at Downtown Minneapolis, Northeast Minneapolis, Fridley, Coon Rapids-Foley,
Coon Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River, and Big Lake. Under the MOS, a layover facility was
proposed at Big Lake, along with a maintenance facility at the Elk River South site. The LRT
connection defined for the preferred alternative was the same under the MOS.

Proposed Changes to the Preferred Alternative

Since the issuance of the ROD for the Northstar Corridor (December 2002), Mn/DOT, the
NCDA, and the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities have been studying and refining system
components of the originally identified preferred alternative. Based on this analysis and designing
a system that is cost effective, several changes to the preferred alternative, specifically the MOS,
have been identified. A summary of the proposed changes and reasons for the proposed changes
is presented herein:
• MOS defined as Downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake (40.1 mile system) with stations at

Downtown Minneapolis, Fridley, Coon Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River and Big Lake
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• Maintenance and layover facility at Big Lake
• Shift location of Big Lake station to the south side of BSNF mainline and to the east of CR 43
• Include third mainline track (from MP’s 15.1 to 21.1) on the west (railroad south) side from

MP’s 15. 1 to MP 16.6, then transitioning to the east (railroad north) side to MP 21.1.
• Light Rail Transit alignment on the south side of 5th Street from 3rd Avenue North to the

Intermodal Station
• Minneapolis Intermodal Station located under and north of 5th Street North (shifted

approximately 400 feet to the north from location studied in the FEIS).

S.3 Environmental Consequences

The revised preferred alternative has the potential to affect residents, the economy, and the
environment of the Northstar Corridor. The potential impacts of the revised preferred alternative,
compared to the preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the FEIS and ROD, have been
assessed and documented in this EA.

A general summary of each of the areas evaluated, as compared to the preferred alternative
defined and evaluated in the FEIS, are presented Section 4.0 of the EA. Table S.1 summarizes the
impacts of the revised preferred alternative.

Table S.1 — Summary of Impacts — Revised Preferred Alternative

Degree of Impact

Attributes
Not

Significant
Possibly

Significant Significant
Social Impacts

Land Use and Economic Development X
Community Facilities and Services X
Displacements and Relocations X
Archaeological and Historic Resources X
Visual and Aesthetic Conditions X
Environmental Justice X
Safety and Security X

Environmental Impacts

Farmlands X
Wetlands X
Floodplains X
Wild and Scenic Rivers and Mississippi River Corridor
Critical Area/MNRRA X

Vegetation and Wildlife X
Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species X
Water Quality and Utilities X
Hazardous Waste and Contaminated Materials X
Air Quality X
Noise and Vibration X
Transportation X
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S.4 Public and Agency Involvement

The ROD for the Northstar Corridor Rail project documents the public involvement activities that
took place during the EIS process (see Appendix A-1). The summary of these activities, in
compliance with the NEPA process, are herein incorporated by reference.

Representatives of the Northstar Project Office (NPO) has routinely met with counties, cities, and
townships in the MOS corridor (downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake) regarding station design
specifics. These meetings cover issues that are unique to the station site; including access, land
use, and public safety. Mn/DOT and its partners have coordinated with the City of Big Lake
regarding the new station location and the maintenance facility. Additionally, they have also
worked with the City of Elk River about moving the originally proposed maintenance facility out
of Elk River. Both Big Lake and Elk River are supportive of the proposed maintenance facility in
Big Lake. As noted in Section 6.0 (4(f) Evaluation), representatives of the NPO have met with the
City of Fridley and Anoka County Parks regarding avoiding and /or minimizing impacts to the
Rice Creek Regional Trail/Mississippi River Regional Trail and the Springbrook Nature Center.

In compliance with the design review called for in the Northstar Corridor Programmatic
Agreement, representatives of the NPO have met with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) and the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) regarding design
considerations associated with the LRT alignment on 5th Street, the LRT station and the
Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station.

EA Public Review and Comment Period/Public Informational Meetings

The Northstar Corridor Rail Project EA/Draft 4(f) Evaluation will be available for public review
and comment on January 2, 2006. The comment period for the EA will run from January 2 to
February 16, 2006. During the 45-day review and comment period, Mn/DOT and its partnering
agencies will host three open house/public hearings.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of Report

This federal environmental assessment (EA) document has been prepared under 23 CFR 771.129
and 23 CFR 771.130 by the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), the Northstar
Corridor Development Authority (NCDA), and the Metropolitan Council of Twin Cities on
behalf of the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration to
update information found in the Northstar Corridor Draft and Final Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS and FEIS), dated December 2000 and March 2002, respectively, and the Record
of Decision (ROD), dated December 2002. This reevaluation document addresses whether there
have been significant changes to the proposed action, the affected environment, and the
anticipated impacts or the proposed mitigation measures required. If there have been no
significant changes in any of these areas, the FEIS document may still be considered valid.
However, if there have been significant changes, in any of these areas, then a supplement to the
FEIS must be issued, or a new FEIS document shall be prepared.

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has the primary responsibility for the Northstar
Corridor project. Mn/DOT is the project sponsor and federal grant applicant for the Northstar
Corridor Rail project and works in partnership with NCDA and the Metropolitan Council for the
construction and operation of the service. Cooperating agencies identified during the EIS process
for the project include: Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (COE), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (MnDNR), and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MnPCA).

The scope of this reevaluation effort is to report changes compared to the project described in the
Northstar FEIS and ROD. The reevaluation contains the following elements:
• Project History
• Purpose and Need
• Alternatives
• Affected Environment
• Environmental Consequences
• Mitigation
• Public and Agency Involvement
• Permits and Approvals

1.2 Proposed Action

As previously stated, should there be no significant changes to the proposed action, affected
environment, anticipated impacts or proposed mitigation measures, the FEIS will be considered
valid, and the requested FTA action will include the approval of the Revised Northstar Corridor
ROD to reflect the changes of the preferred alternative (revised preferred alternative) identified
and evaluated in the Northstar Corridor FEIS (March 2002). At the state level, Mn/DOT, as the
responsible governmental unit (RGU), will reevaluate the adequacy of the Northstar Corridor
FEIS. The Northstar Corridor Revised ROD would reflect the redefined Minimum Operable
Segment (MOS) as the preferred alternative for Phase I of the overall 81.8-mile Northstar
Corridor Rail project.
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1.3 Project History

General Overview of Planning Process

Examination of commuter rail in the Twin Cities began in 1997, with the initiation of the Twin
Cities Commuter Rail Feasibility Study. The feasibility study was conducted in two phases, with
study documents published in January 1998 and January 1999, respectively. The Northstar
Corridor was included in this study.

In May 1998, the NCDA undertook a Major Investment Study (MIS) to identify transportation
solutions to meet future transportation needs in the Northstar Corridor. This study concluded that
commuter rail service in the corridor is feasible, and identified commuter rail as part of the
Locally Preferred Transportation Investment Strategy (LPTIS), along with expanded feeder bus
services, roadway improvements, river crossings, Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
initiatives, and bicycle/pedestrian improvements.

The Northstar Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which evaluated potential
transportation alternatives for the Northstar Corridor, was published in October 2000. As a result
of actions taken through the Advanced Corridor Planning Process and comments received on the
DEIS, a supplemental environmental information document to the DEIS was distributed in
January 2001 that evaluated the impacts of a proposed Northeast Minneapolis Station at 7th Street
Northeast. Based on the analysis documented in the DEIS, supportive technical reports, and
issues raised throughout the study’s public involvement process, a preferred alternative was
selected and fully described in the FEIS, which was published in March 2002. The commuter rail
alternative, with modifications, emerged as the preferred alternative and was carried forward to
be evaluated in the FEIS. The FEIS defined and evaluated an MOS of the preferred alternative.
The MOS of the preferred alternative reflected a 40.1 mile system from Downtown Minneapolis
to Big Lake. A ROD was issued by the FTA in December 2002 for the full system from
Downtown Minneapolis to Rice (approximately 81.8 mile system), along with a state
environmental adequacy determination issued by Mn/DOT.

Table 1.1 provides a summary of the major Northstar Corridor milestones from 1998 through
May 2005.

Table 1.1 — Northstar Project Milestones

Northstar Project Milestone Date
Alternatives Analysis/MIS Initiated May 1998
Alternatives Analysis/MIS Completed March 2000
Draft EIS Completed October 2000
Supplement to Draft EIS Completed January 2001
Categorical Exclusion Documents Completed for Big
Lake, Elk River and Coon Rapids-Riverdale Commuter
Coach Facilities (3 separate documents)

February 2001

Preliminary Engineering Completed June 2001
Final EIS Completed March 2002
Record of Decision/Adequacy Determination December 2002
Preliminary Engineering Validation Report Completed May 2005
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Commuter Bus Service

Following the release of the DEIS, Mn/DOT and the NCDA initiated commuter bus service that
demonstrates the viability of the transit service in the Northstar Corridor. Northstar commuter
coach is operated by the NCDA. The service is similar to the proposed Northstar commuter rail
service. The Northstar commuter bus currently stops at existing park-and-ride lots at the Elk
River and Coon Rapids-Riverdale stations and travels to/from the 5th Street transit station in
downtown Minneapolis during peak hours. The Northstar commuter bus stations at Big Lake
(currently serving as a park and pool lot), Elk River, and Coon Rapids were each evaluated
through federal categorical exclusion documents, as they were projects with independent utility.
As the projects were under construction or programmed for construction, they were considered
part of the no-build alternative in the FEIS.

Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The preferred alternative described and evaluated in the FEIS included the following system
elements (See preferred alternative figure in Appendix A.2):
• Commuter rail service on the existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail line, from

downtown Minneapolis to a northern terminus at Rice, Minnesota, for a length of 81.8 miles.
• Eleven commuter rail stations at the following locations (from south to north): Downtown

Minneapolis, Northeast Minneapolis (7th Street location), Fridley, Coon Rapids-Foley, Coon
Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River, Big Lake, Becker, St. Cloud, and Rice.

• A vehicle maintenance facility at the Elk River South location.
• A layover facility at Rice.
• A Light Rail Transit (LRT) connection from 3rd Avenue North to 6th Avenue North (including

tail tracks) on 5th Street (north side of street), and an LRT station immediately west of 3rd

Avenue North. One alternative alignment would end at the platform (with no tail tracks);
however, tail tracks were evaluated in the FEIS to disclose impacts of the total length.
Note: The impact and mitigation measures associated with LRT from 1st Avenue North to 3rd Avenue North were
documented in the Hiawatha LRT Reevaluation and ROD.

• All of the proposed track improvements evaluated in the DEIS (retained for the purpose of
environmental evaluation); except for the potential triple track from Coon Creek to I-694
(mileposts 20.7 to 15.6) and the potential siding from milepost 20.7 to 18.8. Proposed track
improvements potentially could change from those evaluated in the EIS, depending on the
outcome of the BNSF negotiations.

• A bus operation plan that will reduce bus service frequencies on existing express service
routes that duplicate commuter rail service. Existing bus routes will also be modified to
connect to commuter rail stations and service frequencies will be modified to provide strong
connections to commuter rail.

An MOS of the preferred alternative for the Northstar Corridor was defined and evaluated in the
FEIS. Specifically, the MOS for the corridor was defined as commuter rail service from
downtown Minneapolis to the proposed Big Lake station (40.1 mile system). Station locations
were proposed at Downtown Minneapolis, Northeast Minneapolis, Fridley, Coon Rapids-Foley,
Coon Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River, and Big Lake. Under the MOS, a layover facility was
proposed at Big Lake, along with a maintenance facility at the Elk River South site. The LRT
connection defined for the preferred alternative was the same under the MOS.
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Proposed Changes to the Preferred Alternative

Since the issuance of the ROD for the Northstar Corridor (December 2002), Mn/DOT, the
NCDA, and the Metropolitan Council have been studying and refining system components of the
originally identified preferred alternative. Based on this analysis and designing a system that is
cost effective, several changes to the preferred alternative, specifically the MOS, have been
identified. A summary of the proposed changes and reasons for the proposed changes are
presented in Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 — Summary of Proposed Northstar Corridor Changes Since the FEIS

Proposed Change
Primary Reason

for Change Impact Evaluation Comments*
Minimum Operable Segment (MOS),
Downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake
(40.1 miles)
Stations at: Downtown Minneapolis,
Fridley, Coon Rapids-Riverdale,
Anoka, Elk River, and Big Lake

Funding availability,
transportation system user
benefits, ridership, and
improved cost effectiveness

FEIS evaluated MOS of the
preferred alternative from
downtown Minneapolis to
Big Lake (layover facility at
Big Lake).

Stations at: Downtown
Minneapolis, Northeast
Minneapolis, Fridley, Coon-
Rapids-Riverdale, Coon
Rapids-Foley, Anoka, Elk
River, and Big Lake

Maintenance facility at Elk
River south site

Northeast Minneapolis and
Coon Rapids-Foley stations
have been removed from
MOS.
As noted below, maintenance
facility is now proposed at
Big Lake.

Defer construction of Northeast
Minneapolis and Coon Rapids-Foley
stations (not included in revised MOS)

Funding availability,
improved cost effectiveness

DEIS and FEIS evaluated
both stations.

Maintenance Facility at Big Lake Avoids deadheading trains
from Elk River South to the
end of the line at Big Lake
Increases service to the end
of the line
Provides greater
transportation system user
benefits to the system
Improved cost effectiveness
Avoids cost of separate
layover facility at the end of
the line

DEIS evaluated a
maintenance facility at Big
Lake (approximately 18 acres
in size).

Shift location of Big Lake Station to
the south side of BNSF mainline and
the east of CR 43

Eliminates grade crossing
with the BNSF mainline
(safety improvement)
Allows for shorter station
track lead that would not
cross CR 43
Accommodates expansion of
parking

DEIS evaluated an 18-acre
maintenance facility in Big
Lake (within the proposed
footprint for the station/
maintenance facility).
DEIS/FEIS evaluated a Big
Lake station on the north side
of the BNSF mainline and
west of CR 43.

With the combination of the
maintenance/layover facility
(including access road) and
station on the south side of
the BNSF mainline/east of
CR 43, the proposed overall
site is approximately 37.5
acres.

Continued
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Proposed Change
Primary Reason

for Change Impact Evaluation Comments*
Third Mainline Track (MP’s 15.1 to
21.1) on the west ( railroad south)
side from MP 15.1 to the MP 16.6
then transitioning to the east ( railroad
north) side to MP 21.1.

Rail Passenger Capital
Improvements Engineering
Agreement approved by
BNSF.
Agreement requires the
inclusion of a third mainline
from MP 15.1 to 21.1

Shift in alignment of Third
Main to the east (railroad
north) side to reduce
potential noise impacts, and
avoid/minimize right-of-way,
floodplain, wetland and
4(f)/6(f) impacts.

DEIS evaluated the impact of
a Third Mainline from MP
15.6 to 20.7, plus a proposed
siding from MP 18.8 to 20.7.
Third Mainline proposed on
the west (railroad south side)
of the existing BNSF
mainline tracks, with the
siding on the east (railroad
north side).

Third  mainline and siding
were not included in the
Preferred Alternative defined
and evaluated in the
FEIS/ROD.

ROD states that: “Proposed
track improvements
potentially could change
from those evaluated in the
EIS, depending on the
outcome of the negotiations
with BNSF.”

Light Rail Transit Alignment on the
south side of 5th Street

Avoids dead-ending 5th

Avenue North
Maintains roadway
connectivity to nearby
residential development
Improves vehicle circulation
Minimizes effects on historic
structures on north side of 5th

Street

ROD states that the vehicle
circulation and possibility of
locating LRT tracks on south
side of 5th Street North will
be studied to improve vehicle
circulation and mobility.

Minneapolis Intermodal Station
located under and north of 5th Street
North

Proposed land redevelopment
in vicinity
Reduced need for two points
of vertical circulation

FEIS evaluated station
between 5th Street North and
7th Street North, with vertical
circulation at both streets.

* Northstar Corridor FEIS/Final 4(f) Evaluation incorporated by reference the findings of the Northstar Corridor DEIS/Draft (f) Evaluation.

As the design has progressed on the other components of the proposed Northstar Corridor Rail
project, modifications to the stations and the track alignment have taken place to minimize
potential impacts, provide the most efficient transportation system, and meet the needs of the
local communities as well as local, regional, state, and federal requirements. Design
modifications include such elements as shifting the Fridley station platform approximately 200
feet to the north (from the location defined in the FEIS), shifting the pedestrian overpass at the
Coon Rapids station, realigning access points into stations to improve vehicular circulation, and
reconfiguring the proposed stormwater detention pond at the Anoka station to minimize impacts
to the Rum River scenic easement. Design modifications and their associated impacts will be
evaluated in this EA, as appropriate

The FEIS evaluated a proposed park-and-ride facility at the Anoka Station to accommodate
approximately 260 parking spaces. As reflected in Figure 3.5, the Northstar Project has identified
and evaluated a station platform and required stormwater detention pond at the project site. The
City of Anoka is currently taking the lead in the development of a park-and-ride facility at this
location. The Northstar Project would be a funding partner for the proposed parking structure
near the station site. Figure 3.5 outlines the approximate boundary of the parking facility
proposed by the City of Anoka. In an effort to disclose potential impacts, the EA reflects updated
information on the project area, where appropriate. If the project definition changes substantially
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from what was proposed and evaluated in the FEIS and in this EA, the City of Anoka will work
with the appropriate agencies in the preparation of required environmental documentation.
Appendix A-1 includes a City of Anoka resolution regarding the project. The proposed parking
structure is part of an overall City lead commuter rail transit village (CRTV).

As noted in Table 1.2, the DEIS evaluated an 18-acre maintenance facility site in Big Lake. The Elk
River South site was identified as the preferred maintenance facility location in the FEIS. Based on
the efficiency factors reflected in the “primary reason for change” column of the table, the revised
preferred location for the maintenance facility is at Big Lake. As presented in the farmland,
threatened and endangered species and water quality/utilities sections of this EA, no significant
impacts to these resources would result from locating the facility in Big Lake. More specifically, the
Loggerhead Shrike nesting areas (Becker area and between Clear Lake and St. Cloud), referenced in
the DEIS are not within the Big Lake facility boundaries and were not identified in either the state
or federal database review conducted for the EA. The farmland analysis also indicated that the
proposed revised preferred alternative would not impact prime, unique or locally important soils.
Both the Elk River South and Big Lake maintenance facility locations would be located on
currently undeveloped land. The Elk River South site would have impacted research plots on
Cargill property. In terms of existing utilities, both the Elk River and Big Lake sites would be
served by utilities from adjacent roadways (approximately same distance to extend). The Elk River
South site also required a lift station. The water quality/utility section of the EA summarizes the
current and future utility services required for the Big Lake Maintenance facility.
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2.0 PURPOSE AND NEED

2.1 Purpose and Need

As presented in the DEIS and FEIS, the purpose and need for the Northstar Corridor Rail project
is as follows:

Need for Transportation Improvements

Three factors affect the demand for transportation services in the Northstar Corridor:
• Population and employment growth in the corridor counties
• Driver behavior
• Changes in the origin and destination of trips made

The purpose of the Northstar Corridor Rail project is to meet the future transportation needs of
the corridor. The following section summarizes the specific components of the project purpose in
response to identified transportation needs:
• Address the imbalance between travel demand and travel supply
• Address the lack of multimodal transportation choices
• Improve the coordination between transportation investments and land use development
• Address the lack of corridor wide transit services
• Address the lack of non-motorized facilities

Goals of the Northstar Corridor Rail Project

The following goals have been established for the project:
• Improve mobility and safety within the corridor
• Minimize adverse environmental impacts and foster positive environmental excellence
• Encourage transportation-supportive land use development patterns
• Provide a cost-effective and efficient transportation system

The Northstar Corridor Rail project objective is to transport commuters to work in downtown
Minneapolis, in a safe, fast, and reliable manner.

Benefits of Northstar Corridor Project

This project provides a cost-effective way of adding capacity to the transportation system, while
successfully avoiding the highway chokepoints that include and surround downtown
Minneapolis. The proposed commuter rail line serves downtown Minneapolis, terminating at the
proposed Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station, with a convenient connection to the
Hiawatha Light Rail Transit (LRT). The cost of improving TH 10 between Big Lake and
Blaine/I-35W is estimated at $570 million (2007 dollars). In addition, those improvements do not
address the congested entry points to downtown Minneapolis.
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The connection of Northstar Commuter Rail to the Hiawatha LRT will provide a seamless
connection from the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station through the core of the
downtown to the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport and continue to the Mall of America.
These represent some of the largest trip generators in the Twin Cities area.

Two other characteristics of the Northstar Corridor that will contribute to the success of the
commuter rail project include:

1. The transit-oriented development (TOD) already occurring in the corridor in the anticipation
of Northstar Corridor project, and

2. The strong business, government, and citizen support for the project.

Reasons for Proposed Changes to Preferred Alternative

In response to the FTA’s guidance on measuring cost-effectiveness, Mn/DOT and the NCDA
have worked to redefine the project to enhance the travel time savings for commuters, and to
reduce the capital and operating costs by shortening the length of the line (from and 81.8 mile
system to a 40.1 mile system) and reducing the number of stations. The result is an efficient and
cost-effective project. This redefined project is supported by the Governor, Mn/DOT, the
Metropolitan Council, and the NCDA.

In addition, as noted in Table 1.2, the inclusion of a third mainline from MP 15.1 to MP 21.1 was
specifically defined and required as part of the Capital Improvements Engineering Agreement
between the BNSF and the NCDA. Since the DEIS/FEIS, the design and limits of the proposed
third mainline have changed to reflect specific capacity requirements, rail operations, and
avoidance/minimization of sensitive resources in proximity to the rail corridor.



NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR RAIL PROJECT EA/DRAFT 4(F) EVALUATION 70
December 2005

6.0 DRAFT SECTION 4(F) EVALUATION

6.1 Introduction

Section 4(f)

Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Act of 1966 prohibits the use of
land from publicly owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife or waterfowl refuges, or historic sites
for any federally funded transportation program, unless it is determined that:
• There is no feasible and prudent alternative to using such land; and
• The project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the land resulting from its use.

The word “use” refers to taking or acquiring of land or property for construction of a
permanent transportation facility, or if not taken or acquired, the substantial impairment of
the land or property for its intended purpose as a publicly owned park, recreation area, refuge,
or historic site.

Methodologies and Assumptions

Project History
The Mn/DOT statewide Geographic Information System (GIS) database, the MnDNR Public
Recreation Information Maps (PRIM), on-site field review, and consultation with appropriate
municipal and county representatives were used to identify public lands within the Northstar
Corridor.

Three sites within the Northstar Corridor were identified in the DEIS/Section 4(f)/6(f) evaluation
based on this review. The Springbrook Nature Center and Rice Creek West Regional Trail are
both located in the City of Fridley. Phase 3 of the Cedar Lake Trail, a proposed extension, would
be located in downtown Minneapolis, adjacent to the BNSF railroad tracks. The appropriate
agencies were contacted to determinate if the potentially impacted trails/nature center would have
either a 4(f) or 6(f) designation.

As stated in Section 2.4-3 of the FEIS, the potential track capacity improvements from MP 15.5
to 20.7, included under the commuter rail alternative in the DEIS/Section 4(f)/6(f) evaluation
were not included in the preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the FEIS. With the
removal of the track improvement in this area (from the FEIS), the previously documented
impacts to the Springbrook Nature Center and Rice Creek West Regional Trail were avoided, and
were therefore not included in the Final 4(f)/6(f) evaluation included as a separate section of the
FEIS. The 4(f) evaluation included as a separate section of the FEIS was limited to the Proposed
Cedar Lake Trail – Phase 3.

As documented in the 4(f)/6(f) evaluation of the FEIS (Section 8.3.1), the proposed stormwater
pond at the Anoka station site was located within a scenic easement for the Rum River. As the
stormwater pond is identified as a permitted action within the scenic easement, it was not
considered a 4(f) resource.

With regards to historic sites, SHPO has concurred that with the implementation of the guidelines
set forth in the Northstar programmatic agreement, the project will not adversely affect historic
sites listed or eligible for listing on the NRHP.
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Revised Preferred Alternative
Since the completion of the FEIS/Final 4(f)/6(f) evaluation, additional information regarding the
right-of-way boundaries of the BNSF and the Springbrook Nature Center has been identified.
Additionally, the proposed track improvements in the vicinity of the Nature Center are limited to
a third mainline. The original track improvements studied in the DEIS included a third mainline
and siding through this area. Based on the design of the third mainline through this area, there
will not be encroachment into the Springbrook Nature Center facility. Representatives of
Mn/DOT and its partners have coordinated with the Springbrook Nature Center staff and the City
of Fridley to confirm the right-of-way boundary information and potential impacts. By avoiding
impacts to the Springbrook Nature Center, the revised preferred alternative would not impact any
6(f) resources.

With regards to the Proposed Cedar Lake Trail – Phase 3, the City of Minneapolis has not moved
forward with the construction of the proposed trail in the downtown area. At this time, no land
has been purchased or set aside for the proposed trail. Hence, it is not considered a 4(f) use at this
point. Representatives of Mn/DOT and its partners have been in close coordination with the City
of Minneapolis regarding design alternatives to accommodate the proposed trail near the
Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station.

This 4(f) evaluation is limited to the impacts to the Rice Creek Regional Trail in the City of
Fridley. Under the revised preferred alternative, there would not be any impacts to 6(f) resources.

6.2 Section 4(f) Evaluation

Public Lands

Site Description:

The Rice Creek West Regional Trail is located in the City of Fridley, crossing under the BNSF
railroad tracks where Rice Creek enters Locke Lake, and heads south adjacent and parallel to the
east side of the railroad tracks. The Rice Creek Regional Trail continues north, on the east side of
the BNSF tracks, until it reaches the Fridley Community Park, where it heads east through the
park. South of the Rice Creek/Locke Lake crossing, the trail, referenced as the Mississippi River
Regional Trail, parallels the west side of the tracks, and crosses over Mississippi Street Northeast
on a newly constructed pedestrian/bikeway structure adjacent to the BNSF bridges. It continues
on the west side of the railroad tracks until 61st Street, where it heads west crossing East River
Road (See Figure 6.1).

Activities and Use:

The Rice Creek West Regional Trail/Mississippi River Regional Trail is a paved
bikeway/pedestrian trail. Based on 2004 statistics compiled by the Metropolitan Council of the
Twin Cities, the Anoka County portion of the Rice Creek Regional trail documented 393,900
uses, and the Mississippi River Regional trail documented 134,200 uses.

Relationship to Similar Adjacent Lands:
The Rice Creek West Regional Trail connects with the Mississippi Rive Regional Trail that
combines regional and local trails and facilities. This trail offers linkage from Coon Rapids Dam
Regional Park through the cities of Coon Rapids, Fridley, and Columbia Heights, into
Minneapolis.
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Access:

Access points to the trail are all along the bikeway/pedestrian trail.

Ownership/Clauses:
The trail was constructed by the Anoka County Department of Parks and Recreation with funding
from the Metropolitan Council. The Department has an agreement with the BNSF to lease the
land in the vicinity of the potential track improvements (see agreement between Anoka County
Department of Parks and Recreation following the text and figures in this section).

Unusual Site Features:

There are no unusual site features.

Location and Amount of Taking:

Potential track improvements under the revised preferred alternative include adding a third
mainline on the east side (railroad north) of the existing tracks between MPs 16.6 and 21.1
(within the cities of Fridley and Coon Rapids). A portion of this new track will have temporary
right-of-way impacts to the Rice Creek Regional Trail during the construction of the new bridge
over Rice Creek/Locke Lake. The potential impacts would be within a section of the trail where
an existing lease agreement between the BNSF and Anoka County is in place.  Specifically, up to
350 feet of trail would be temporarily closed to allow for construction of the new bridge to
accommodate the third main, and construction staging/access (See Figure 6.2). It is anticipated
that based on the required construction activities in this location, the trail would be closed in this
area for up to 8 weeks. During construction, the trail crossing under the existing BNSF bridges
will be closed. Based on the location of the trail in relation to the existing BNSF tracks, including
the existing BNSF bridges over Rice Creek/Locke Lake, along with the area required to
accommodate construction of the third mainline (including new bridge over Rice Creek/Locke
Lake), there are no feasible or prudent alternatives to the temporary closure of the trail in this
area. Upon completion of construction, the trail would be reopened.

Alternatives Including Proposed Action and Avoidance Alternatives and Their Impacts
As stated in the methodology section, the proposed third mainline track improvement was
eliminated from the DEIS to the FEIS phase of the project. Since the approval of the FEIS, the
BNSF has entered into a Capacity Improvements Engineering Agreement with the NCDA that
specifically calls for the inclusion of a third mainline from MP 15.1 to 21.1 to provide adequate
track capacity for safe and effective rail operations.

The original third mainline alignment was located on the west side (railroad south) of the existing
mainline. As presented in the DEIS/Draft 4(f)/6(f) evaluation, a third mainline alignment on the
west side (railroad south) would permanently impact up to 540 feet of the trail, all of which is on
leased land from the BNSF. The trail was proposed to be relocated onto Rice Creek Way and
Ashton Avenue, returning to the existing bike/pedestrian path through the City Park, to maintain
continuity with the new bike/pedestrian crossing over Mississippi Street Northeast.

In an effort to avoid permanent impacts to the trail, representatives of Mn/DOT and its partners
have worked with the BNSF to develop the proposed third mainline alignment on the east
(railroad north) side of the existing mainline. Locating the third main in the area avoids any direct
impacts to the Rice Creek Regional Trail, while providing safe and efficient train operations
through this area.
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Measures to Minimize Harm
As noted above, the impacts to the trail would be temporary in nature, limited to an eight-week
construction period. Measures to minimize disruption could include staging construction during
low-use periods on the trail. Based on consultation with the Anoka County Parks, during the
construction period, trail closure signs will be posted in the Community Park of Fridley (along the
trail), and to the south at the Locke Park entrance point of the trail. Trail users to the south (near
Locke Park) will be directed onto East River Road (existing trail route). Based on surrounding
land uses and conditions on the east side of the trail, a detour to access the west side of the trail is
not considered feasible. Hence, the trail closures signs would be posted over a quarter of a mile
away from the actual closure site. In effort to provide adequate trail closure information to facility
users, advance “closure signs” will also be posted at the following trail locations (see Figure 6.3):
• Trail crossing at University Avenue (east of trail closure)
• Mississippi Street Northeast bridge crossing (south of trail closure)
• East River Road (multiple locations to the north and east of trail closure)

Mn/DOT and its project partners will also work closely with the Anoka County Parks department
regarding the issuance of timely and informative press releases regarding upcoming trail closures
associated with construction of the Northstar Corridor Rail project in this area.

Coordination
Mn/DOT and other representatives from the NPO have met on an ongoing basis with
representatives from the City of Fridley and the Anoka County Parks Department regarding
potential impacts to the trail. As noted above, the measures to minimize harm have been
developed in consultation with the Anoka County Parks department.



NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR RAIL PROJECT EA/DRAFT 4(F) EVALUATION 67
December 2005

5.0 PUBLIC AND AGENCY INVOLVEMENT/PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The ROD for the Northstar Corridor Rail project documents the public involvement activities that
took place during the EIS process (see Appendix A-1). The summary of these activities, in
compliance with the NEPA process, are herein incorporated by reference. An overall summary of
Northstar Corridor project public involvement activities is summarized below.

The public information tools used throughout the project development process include the
following:

Project Updates
The Northstar Update is published on a regular basis and sent to over 10,000 households that
have requested a copy. The mail list includes residents, businesses, and elected officials inside
and outside the corridor. It highlights key events and activities and helps to keep people informed
about the Northstar Corridor Rail project and the actions taken by the NCDA. It also provides a
source for representatives to use as a briefing to take to their local jurisdictions.

Corridor wide Mailings
The Northstar corridor has over 300,000 residents who receive the corridorwide mailings. These
mailings have updated information about the Northstar Corridor Rail project, including cost,
number of stations, and focus areas relevant to a specific time period.

Fact Sheets/Information Kits
Fact sheets and information kits provide basic information about the Northstar Corridor Rail
project, including: route, station, ridership, timeline, funding, rail cars, and contact information.
They are routinely updated and handed out at meetings, open houses, presentations, and
workshops.

Web Site
The Northstar Corridor Rail project web site was established in 1998, and has been an efficient
and effective way to communicate information about the project. The web site posts information
about the corridor, a route map, answers to frequently asked questions, a selection of public
comments about the Northstar Corridor Rail project, and updates on project news and events.
There is an e-mail address on the site that allows users to contact a staff person directly for
responses to their questions. The web site address is www.Mn-GetOnBoard.com.

Presentations
Hundreds of presentations geared toward specific audiences using PowerPoint have been given.
These presentations have assisted in 20 different Chambers of Commerce passing resolutions
regarding the project.

Information Booths
The NCDA co-hosted an information booth with the Hiawatha LRT project at the state fair in
2002. Since 2001, the NCDA has hosted information booths at fairs in counties located in and
adjacent to the Northstar Corridor. The NCDA also has hosted information booths at many
conferences and public gatherings since 2001.

Community Action Groups
Private citizens have formed five volunteer advocacy groups. These groups write letters to the
editor, speak at community events, attend special events, and act as media spokespeople.
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Surveys
The NCDA has conducted four surveys of Northstar Corridor residents. The most recent
statewide survey was conducted in February 2004. The purpose of the survey was to gauge
opinions on the state’s transportation system, options for addressing transportation challenges,
and monitoring support for Northstar Corridor Rail project. The corridor surveys also monitored
support, evaluated the effectiveness of the NCDA’s public information program and gathered
information for system planning purposes. The results of the survey show strong support for the
Northstar Corridor Rail project.

Agency Coordination
Representatives of the Northstar Project Office (NPO) has routinely met with counties, cities, and
townships in the MOS corridor (downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake) regarding station design
specifics. These meetings cover issues that are unique to the station site; including access, land
use, and public safety. Mn/DOT and its partners have coordinated with the City of Big Lake
regarding the new station location and the maintenance facility. Additionally, they have also
worked with the City of Elk River about moving the originally proposed maintenance facility out
of Elk River. Both Big Lake and Elk River are supportive of the proposed maintenance facility in
Big Lake. As noted in Section 6.0 (4(f) Evaluation), representatives of the NPO have met with the
City of Fridley and Anoka Parks regarding avoiding and /or minimizing impacts to the Rice
Creek Regional Trail/Mississippi River Regional Trail and the Springbrook Nature Center.

In compliance with the design review called for in the Northstar Corridor Programmatic
Agreement, representatives of the NPO have met with the Minnesota SHPO and the Minneapolis
HPC regarding design considerations associated with the LRT alignment on 5th Street, the LRT
station and the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station.

Permits and approvals for the project are listed in Table 5.1. To facilitate identification of
anticipated permit action, the known permits that would be required are italicized below.

Table 5.1 — Agency Approvals and Permits

Government Agency Type of Review, Approval, or Permit
Federal
Federal Transit Administration Revised Record of Decision

Section 4(f)
Department of Interior Section 4(f)
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit
State

Work in Protected Waters PermitMinnesota Department of Natural Resources
Design Approval of Stormwater Pond Easement
401 Water Quality Certification
NPDES Permit

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Response Action Plan (to be determined)
State Historic Preservation Office Design Review Defined in Section 106 Programmatic Agreement

State Environmental Determination on the Adequacy of the FEIS
Design Review Defined in Section 106 Programmatic Agreement

Minnesota Department of Transportation

Wetland Conservation Act LGU Authority
Minnesota Department of Health Abandonment/Capping of Existing Wells

Continued



NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR RAIL PROJECT EA/DRAFT 4(F) EVALUATION 69
December 2005

Government Agency Type of Review, Approval, or Permit
Local

Land alteration permits for grading and site activities
Utility Permits
Design Review Defined in Section 106 Programmatic Agreement
(City of Minneapolis HPC)
Erosion Control Plan
Station Area Site Plan Review
Plat Approval for Station Parcels/Maintenance Facility
Easement/ROW Vacation Approval

Cities in Corridor

Utility Plan Reviews

EA Public Review and Comment Period/Public Informational Meetings

The Northstar Corridor Rail Project EA/Draft 4(f) Evaluation will be available for public review
and comment on January 2, 2006. The comment period for the EA will run from January 2 to
February 16, 2006. During the 45-day review and comment period, Mn/DOT and its partnering
agencies will host open house/public hearings as presented below:

January 25, 2006
5:30 PM Open House/7:00 PM Presentation/Comments
Coon Rapids Civic Center, Room B
1155 Robinson Drive
Coon Rapids

January 26, 2006
5:00 PM Open House/6:30 PM Presentation/Comments
Heywood Facility
560 Sixth Avenue North
Minneapolis

January 30, 2006
6:00 PM Open House/7:30 PM Presentation/Comments
Big Lake High School Cafeteria
501 Minnesota Avenue
Big Lake



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FIGURE 4.1

WETLAND #19 BIG LAKE MAINTENANCE 
FACILITY AREA



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FIGURE 4.2

WETLAND #17 (EAST OF TRACKS)
SUPPLEMENTAL DELINEATION AT RICE CREEK
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TOD adjacent to the proposed Northstar commuter rail stations is already occurring and gaining
momentum. Station area TOD plans range from medium to high density residential units above
street level retail, to town homes and senior housing, as well as to commercial office space and
include structured parking areas. The cities of Anoka and Elk River have adopted development
plans for the Commuter Rail Transit Village and the Elk River station respectively, which include
all of these components. The cities of Fridley and Coon Rapids have each developed three
different plans that include various combinations of these components and are currently in the
process of evaluating options. Proposed plans for land adjacent to the Downtown Minneapolis
Intermodal station include either a 1,000 condominium development alongside a professional
baseball stadium, or a primarily residential project with 3,000 condominiums and no stadium.
Appendix A.1 provides a summary of mix-use developments that are recently completed, under
construction or proposed. TOD is occurring around the proposed station sites in response to
market demand.

Each station area in the Northstar Corridor has unique character, displaying a wide range of
cultural activities, office development, housing development, retail businesses, educational
institutions, industrial employment, transit use, and parking.

A summary of station area planning activities for each of the stations included in the MOS is
described in the following sections. This information is considered an update to the land
use/economic development information presented in the DEIS and FEIS documents.

The area around the six stations is zoned for medium and high-density residential housing and
office/retail. All six cities have a planned unit-zoning district, which would allow them to
accomplish any and all transit supportive features.

Downtown Minneapolis

Master plans adopted by Hennepin County and the City of Minneapolis include plans for mixed-
use development, including high-density residential within a half-mile of the Downtown
Minneapolis Intermodal station. Both entities also support a proposal for a Minnesota Twins
ballpark adjacent to the downtown station site. Hennepin County is in the process of conducting
an intermodal study to develop transit station design concepts in downtown Minneapolis that
preserve long-term opportunities to accommodate expanded commuter rail on long-distance
passenger rail and ensure convenient intermodal connections to light rail and buses.

The Minneapolis Downtown Parking Overlay District encompasses the downtown station area
and therefore restricts the establishment or expansion of surface parking lots. The City of
Minneapolis has also adopted a Pedestrian-Oriented Overlay District that supports compact,
mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented development.

Fridley

The City of Fridley is considering a plan for redevelopment of the 11-acre parcel adjacent to the
proposed station. In addition, the Fridley Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) is
moving forward on the Islands of Peace Redevelopment Project. The potential redevelopment
area consists of 13 privately held parcels and city park land comprising approximately 12 acres.
The Fridley HRA envisions a mixed-use, mixed-income, mixed housing type development, which
is connected by a trail to the proposed Fridley station site.
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Coon Rapids

The City of Coon Rapids is considering a plan for redevelopment of the 23-acre parcel adjacent to
the proposed station. A current development plan being reviewed by the City includes medium-
and high-density residential units, senior housing, and retail/office space.

Anoka

The City of Anoka adopted an approach for developing the North Central Business District
(NCBD) in March 2003 and Development/Redevelopment Standards, Guidelines, and Incentives
Manual for developers in October 2003. The City of Anoka completed the Commuter Rail
Transit Village (CRTV) Plan in March 2004. The City updated and refined the CRTV Master
Plan in the spring of 2005. Appendix A-1 includes a copy of a resolution adopted by the City of
Anoka that expresses their intent to pursue a joint agreement with the NCDA concerning the
Anoka Station. Phase I of the CRTV Station Area Refined Concept Plan is also included in
Appendix A-1.

Elk River

The City of Elk River amended its comprehensive plan to change the land use designation near
the station from light industrial and low density residential to community commercial and
medium-density residential and approved final plats for the residential component of the Elk
River Station development.

Big Lake

The City of Big Lake amended its comprehensive plan to include medium-and high-density
residential development adjacent to the station. On June 8, 2005, the City of Big Lake adopted a
resolution stating its support for the Northstar Commuter Rail Project, and relocation of the
station. The City of Big Lake has expressed interest in partnering with the NCDA to explore
options for TOD around the proposed new station location.

Regional Policies/Planning

Since the completion of the EIS process for the Northstar Corridor (December 2002), the
Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities has adopted the 2030 Regional Framework, January
2004.

The 2030 Regional Framework provides the following policy directions to encourage the
concentration of development around established activity centers and regional transit:
• Growth is accommodated by promoting higher density development overall, clustered mixed-

use growth and development in activity centers and along transportation corridors, and
reinvestment in the developed area and the core of the region. This makes the most cost-
effective use of new and existing incentives, regional services, infrastructure investments, and
services.

• Expanded choices in housing locations and types are encouraged, allowing market forces to
respond to changing market needs, including meeting increased demand for multi-family,
lifecycle, and affordable housing with better links to jobs, services, and amenities.

• Land use patterns are encouraged with cluster housing, businesses, retail and services in
walkable, transit-oriented centers along transportation corridors.
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• Reinvestment and revitalization in developed communities is encouraged by providing grants
and other incentives to cities and businesses to reclaim infill and redevelop underutilized
lands and structures.

• Regional policies recognize the growing market demand for multifamily housing with
improved connections to work places, retail, services, and entertainment through mixed-use
concepts and easily accessible transportation options.

Change of Impact Summary

As previously discussed, each of the communities where station locations are proposed have
taken action, are planning for transit supportive land use, or have already undergone development
activities. The proposed shift in the location of the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station
would improve the development potential for either mixed-use or a professional baseball stadium.
In short, the proposed land use next to the commuter rail station was a key factor in shifting the
station approximately 400 feet to the north.

The Big Lake station evaluated in the FEIS would have been located on land which was
originally undeveloped (industrial land use and zoning designation). However, as noted in the
FEIS, the initial phase of the Northstar commuter coach facility (4.1 acres) was constructed at the
Big Lake station located west of CR 43/north of the BNSF tracks. Under the revised location on
the south side of the BNSF mainline and to the east of CR 43, the commuter rail
station/maintenance facility and layover facility would be located on land currently under
agricultural use.

In summary, the revised preferred alternative will continue to support TOD in the corridor. No
significant changes from the FEIS would occur under the revised preferred alternative.

4.2 Community Facilities and Services

General Background/Methodology

Community facilities and public services contribute to the social fabric of each community. These
facilities are visited both by necessity and choice and provide essential services. The way in
which these facilities are used, accessed, and their ability to deliver services in the most beneficial
manner can impact the well being of the community.

As part of the DEIS/FEIS, the following facilities were inventoried and evaluated:
• Government buildings
• Schools
• Churches
• Day Care Centers
• Hospitals
• Non Profit Activity Centers
• Parks/Recreation Facilities
• Existing and Proposed Trails and Bicycle Paths.
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All community facilities within three blocks of proposed commuter rail stations and the
maintenance facility were identified. The area of potential impact for the proposed track
improvements is located adjacent to, or within a corridor that is used for the same activity. Only
the facilities that are immediately adjacent to the areas and not separated by an existing physical
barrier were identified.

For the analysis in the DEIS/FEIS, it was assumed that the following types of activities or actions
would have the potential to impact community facilities:
• Physical changes that impact access;
• Connectivity and circulation patterns including pedestrian and bicycle access, traffic levels,

and traffic pattern changes;
• Displacements that would have an impact on community character and cohesion;
• Improved mobility or access to transit services provided to the community; and
• Noise and vibration levels.

Tables 4.1 and 4.2 of the FEIS (page 3-40/41), summarize the community facilities within the
defined area of potential impact for the proposed stations and track improvements.

Impacts

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The FEIS identified potential community facility impacts at the Downtown Minneapolis,
Minneapolis Northeast, Anoka, and Big Lake station locations. The FEIS concluded that there
would be no impacts to community facilities associated with the proposed LRT connection or the
vehicle maintenance facility at the Elk River south site. A summary of the impacts is presented in
Table 4.1

Table 4.1 — Summary of Community Facility Impacts Disclosed in Northstar EIS

Project Component
Impacts Disclosed in

DEIS/FEIS Mitigation Measures
Big Lake Station Day-care facility is located near the

station. People will experience
improved transit accessibility.
During construction dust, noise, and
fumes may have a temporary impact.
See FEIS Table 3.2-4, page 3-44

The contractor will coordinate with
the day-care provider to minimize
disruptions and maintain safety to
their operations.

Anoka Station Minor increase in risk to people
parking along the road at the Grant
Street Athletic Complex due to traffic
going to/from the commuter rail.
See FEIS Table 3.2-4, page 3-44

“Watch for Pedestrian” signs will be
posted.

Minneapolis Northeast Preferred Alternative will provide
improved transit accessibility for the
users of several public facilities
located within walking distance of the
proposed station.

Downtown Minneapolis Station Proposed extension of Cedar Lake
Park Trail-Phase 3 impacted.

Trail could be moved 50 feet east
between North 7th Street and
approximately 200 feet south of North
5th Street.
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Revised Preferred Alternative

Under the revised preferred alternative, the improved transit accessibility in the vicinity of the
Northeast Minneapolis station would be removed, as the station is not included in the alternative.

The planned Cedar Lake Trail (Phase 3) identified in the FEIS is not developed at this time, nor
has land been purchased for the trail. Under the revised Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal
station location, the planned Cedar Lake trail would be shifted to the east and south to
accommodate the commuter rail platform. The trail would be parallel and southeast of the station
and the existing BNSF track. Mn/DOT and the NCDA have been working closely with the City
of Minneapolis in the development of a revised trail alignment through this area.

The day-care facility in proximity to the Big Lake station is no longer operating near the proposed
site. Similar to the impacts and mitigation identified in the FEIS, the lead agency for the park-
and-ride facility at Anoka should provide “Watch for Pedestrian” signs at appropriate locations
near the Grant Street Athletic Complex.

At the Fridley Station, the Mississippi River Regional Bike Trail will be maintained through the
west side of the station site. During construction, an 8-foot temporary trail (approximately 300
feet in length) will be constructed on the east side of East River Road to provide continual trail
continuity through this area. Trail users would access the existing trail to the north of the station
(See Figure 3.3).

In the vicinity of the proposed third mainline, the Rice Creek West Regional Bike Trail will be
temporarily closed during the construction of the additional bridge structure to accommodate the
third mainline over Rice Creek/Locke Lake. Additionally, up to 350 feet of the trail will be
temporarily closed during construction of the third mainline. Construction activities in this
location are anticipated to take six to eight weeks to complete. During construction, the trail
crossing under the existing BNSF bridges will be closed. Trail closure signs will be posted on the
trail in the City of Fridley Community Park and near the Locke Park entrance point to the trail. In
addition, advance trail closure signs will be posted at University Avenue, Mississippi Street
Northeast and along East River Road. The 4(f) evaluation presented in Section 6.0 provides
additional information regarding the temporary trail impacts and mitigation measures.

The DEIS evaluated a third main track from MP 15.6 to 20.7, along with a siding from MP 18.8
to 20.7 (east/north side of mainline). The proposed track was originally located on the west
(railroad south) side of the existing mainline. However, as presented in the alternatives section of
the EA, based on more detailed design, the preferred alignment of the third mainline would be on
the west side (railroad south) from MP 15.1 to 16.6, transition to the east side (railroad north) of
the mainline at approximately MP 16.6, then stay on the east side (railroad north) from MP 16.6
to MP 21.1. Locating the proposed third main on the east side (railroad north) after crossing
Mississippi Street, avoids direct impact to the Rice Creek West Trail previously documented in
the DEIS. In addition, locating the third main on the east (railroad north) at the Locke Lake/Rice
Creek crossing avoids potential impacts to Locke Park.

Two City of Fridley parks are located directly to the east of the BNSF right-of-way along with the
Springbrook Nature Center. Facilities provided at Plaza Park include a basketball court,
playground equipment, and sitting benches. Facilities provided at the City of Fridley Community
Park include: picnic area and shelter, park building, playground equipment, walking/biking trail,
baseball diamonds, and football field. Both the Springbrook Nature Center and Fridley
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Community Park have received Land and Water Conservation Funds (LAWCON), and hence are
defined as 6(f) resources. Based on current right-of-way limits, the third main would not encroach
on these park facilities.

The DEIS included a 4(f)/6(f) draft evaluation associated with potential impacts to the
Springbrook Nature Center in Fridley. Potential right-of-way impacts were identified based on
the inclusion of both a siding and third main track, along with general right-of-way boundaries.
Based on more detailed assessment of current BNSF right-of-way boundaries, along with the
removal of the siding from MP 18.8 to 20.7, the proposed third main near the Springbrook Nature
Center would be within existing BNSF right-of-way boundaries. Hence, there would not be
impacts to the Springbrook Nature Center under the revised preferred alternative. The revised
preferred alternative will therefore not impact previously identified 6(f) resources.

In summary, the revised preferred alternative would not result in significant adverse impacts to
community facilities within the Corridor.

Mitigation — General

The FEIS included a section pertaining to corridor-wide mitigation measures. This section
updates the information included in the FEIS.

Commuter rail stations have been designed to provide a variety of amenities for the storage and
safe use of bicycles in station areas. Bicycle storage facilities will provide secure, sturdy, and
convenient equipment for locking bicycles. The number of bicycle storage facilities varies by
station, according to the anticipated ridership and space constraints. The minimum will be five
lockers and ten bicycle rack spaces per station.

Several provisions are included in station design for the accessibility of pedestrians and bicyclists,
including a network of paved paths. The paths will connect major on-site and off-site pedestrian
origination points to the station and platform. All paths will be as short and direct as possible;
with a clear line of site to the platform. Pedestrian paths will be visible from on-site access drives
and parking areas, as well as from adjacent streets. Regular pedestrian paths have been designed
to be six to eight feet wide. Crosswalks, walkways adjacent to parking and drop-off facilities, and
pedestrian track crossings will be wider and have been designed in accordance with level-of-
service capacity standards. Other site elements, such as ticket vending machines, have been
strategically placed so their operation would not interfere with pedestrian flow but are readily
accessible.

All stations will provide for the accessibility of commuter rail and light rail patrons with
disabilities.
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4.3 Displacements and Relocations

MOS of Preferred Alternative

The MOS of the preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the FEIS included the following
property acquisitions (see Table 4.2):

Table 4.2 — Potential Property Acquisitions Disclosed in the FEIS
(MOS of Preferred Alternative)

Acquisition Area
Number of Parcels

to be Acquired Land Use of Parcels

Residential
Structures to be

Displaced

Business
Structures to be

Displaced
Minneapolis
Downtown Station and
LRT Connection

1 Parking Lot 0 0

Minneapolis Northeast
Station

7 Railroad right-of-way
Developed commercial

0 1

Fridley Station 10 Undeveloped
Residential/Commercial

0 0

Coon Rapids-Foley 4 Commercial/Residential 1 1

Coon Rapids –
Riverdale*

0 Commuter Coach
Facility
Undeveloped
commercial/industrial

0 0

Anoka Station 7 Undeveloped
commercial/industrial

0 1

Elk River Station* 0 Commuter Coach
Facility
Agricultural

0 0

Big Lake Station and
Layover Facility*

4 Commuter Coach
Facility
Undeveloped
commercial

0 0

Elk River South
Maintenance Facility

2 Agricultural/Commercial 0 0

Total 35 1 3

* The Coon Rapids - Riverdale, Elk River, and Big Lake stations were assumed to be included under the no-build alternative in the FEIS, as
the land had been purchased and programmed for development. The parcels identified for Big Lake reflect the proposed expansion area for
the commuter rail alternative.

Based on the level of design at the time the DEIS was prepared, the proposed Coon Creek siding
and third mainline were estimated to impact (partial and full take) up to 25 and 61 parcels,
respectively.

Revised Preferred Alternative

The proposed project will require acquisition of property for stations, the maintenance facility,
and other infrastructure necessary for the operation of commuter rail and the LRT connection in
downtown Minneapolis. For the project, the BNSF will retain fee title to its right-of-way.
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As of November 2005, the property acquisition for the proposed project is identified in Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 — Potential Property Acquisitions under the Revised Preferred Alternative

Station General Location
Current

Use
Partial
Take

Full
Take Fee

Easement

Downtown
Minneapolis
Intermodal Station

E Side of BNSF Tracks,
S side of 5th Street

NE Corner of 5th Street
N and 2nd Avenue N

419 5th Street North

East side of BNSF under
3rd/4th Street freeway
ramps

Commercial
Parking Lot

Vacant

County
Property

Commercial
parking/

Office
building

2 parcels

1 parcel

2 parcels

1 parcel

X

X

X Partial
temporary/

Permanent
easement

Fridley West Side Station Site

East Side of Station Site

Vacant

Vacant

10 Parcels

3 Parcels

X

X

Elk River SW of Railroad Tracks Commercial
Parking Lot

1 Parcel X

Big Lake East of CR 43, South of
Railroad Tracks

Agricultural 2 Parcels X

Maintenance
Facility

East of CR 43, South of
RR Tracks, East of
Station

West of 172nd Street

Agricultural

Agricultural

3 Parcels

1 Parcel

X

X

Track
Improvement

Construct Double Track
Through Northtown
Yard (43rd Avenue to
35th Avenue)

Industrial To be
determined
based on
current BNSF
ROW limits

X

Total 12 14

The proposed LRT connection on 5th Street would require closing access to an alley off of 5th

Street, located between 1st Avenue North and 2nd Avenue North. Although this area is out of the
Northstar Corridor study area (3rd Avenue North), the impact is being disclosed due to its
proximity.

Under the revised preferred alternative, the proposed third mainline from MP 15.1 to 21.1 would
be located within the existing BNSF right-of-way. No right-of-way impacts are anticipated in this
area. If for some unforeseen reason the proposed track improvements require construction outside
the existing BNSF right-of-way, Mn/DOT and its project partners will work with the affected
property owner to restore the impacted site.

Property Acquisition

Mn/DOT and the county regional railroad authorities are authorized to acquire, own, manage, and
dispose of real estate property for the project. Mn/DOT will have the responsibility for the
acquisition of real estate for the project. Such property will be transferred to the owner of the
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Northstar Corridor Rail Project prior to construction. Mn/DOT property acquisition staff will
oversee property acquisition activities to ensure compliance with state and federal requirements.

Relocation Assistance

At the completion of the preliminary engineering and advanced design for the project, no
relocations have been identified as necessary for the project. However, if any relocations are
required, the Northstar Corridor real estate program will conform to the Federal Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (42 U.S.
C 4601 et seq.) and 49 C.F.R. Part 24 promulgated pursuant thereto. The authority for this
assurance is found in Minnesota Statutes Sections 117.51 through 117.53 and 645.32(2). FTA
Circular 5010.1C, dated October 1, 1998 will apply to any real estate acquisitions.

The Northstar Corridor project will comply with all laws and policies relating to relocation
assistance.

BNSF Property

Northstar Corridor Commuter Rail service will operate on BNSF tracks, along with freight
railroad service. BNSF will continue to own the railway. Rights for Mn/DOT to operate
commuter rail service on BNSF property may be established by agreement or easement.
Additionally, easements will be necessary for the commuter rail station platforms and walkways.
All access rights and easements will be negotiated with the BNSF.

4.4 Archaeological and Historic Resources

Federal legislation requires governmental agencies to consider their impacts to historic and
archaeological resources before undertaking a project. Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA 1992, as amended) mandates that federal agencies, or their
designee, consider the effects of their actions on historic properties. A historic property is defined
as any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in, or eligible for
inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The Section 106 process consists
of steps for: 1) identifying and evaluating historic properties; 2) assessing the effects of an
undertaking on historic properties; and 3) consultation for methods to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate adverse effects.

Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

Archaeological Resources
The preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the Northstar Corridor FEIS would not result in
impacts to archeological resources. Hence, no further studies and/or mitigation were required.

Architectural Resources

Under the preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the FEIS, four station areas (Downtown
Minneapolis, Minneapolis Northeast, Anoka, and Rice) having potentially eligible architectural
resources were identified during historic research and/or field survey. The downtown
Minneapolis LRT Connector and the Railroad Corridor alignment were also identified as having
potentially eligible architectural resources, and were also evaluated. A summary of the findings is
presented herein:
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Downtown Minneapolis Station
The proposed Downtown Minneapolis station is adjacent to the Minneapolis Warehouse Historic
District, part of the NRHP. Adherence to the provisions set forth in the Programmatic Agreement
is anticipated to result in no adverse effects on the district.

Minneapolis Northeast Station
One property, the Northwestern Furniture mart (Bank’s Building) at 601-615 1st Avenue NE, has
been determined eligible for the NRHP by State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) opinion.
Located west of the proposed station, the Furniture Mart is one of the most prominent extant
buildings representative of Minneapolis’ early 20th century furniture manufacturing district.

Adherence to the provision of final design review of the station by SHPO should result in no
adverse effect finding on the Northwestern Furniture Mart Building.

Anoka Station
The Old Milk Factory building overlooking the Anoka station area has experienced extensive
alternations that preclude its eligibility for the NRHP. Buildings at the Anoka Regional Treatment
Facility, eligible for the NRHP, are somewhat removed from the station area site and buffered
from it by a grove of deciduous trees on the treatment facility grounds.

Downtown Minneapolis LRT Connection
The proposed LRT line would pass through and adjacent to the NRHP Minneapolis Warehouse
Historic District on the 5th Street North alignment. The bulk of the large district is located to the
northeast of 5th Street North. The proposed LRT line would pass through the Minneapolis
Warehouse Preservation District at 1st Avenue North.

Adherence to the provisions set forth in the Programmatic Agreement is anticipated to result in no
adverse effects on the district

Railroad Corridor Alignment
The section of the BNSF in the Northstar Corridor from Minneapolis to Rice has been determined
eligible for the NRHP by the SHPO. Because the track improvements would not change the
location of the main line, and the increase in number of trains traveling along the line would not
affect the track, there would be no adverse effect from the track improvements to this railroad
corridor segment.

Mitigation
A Programmatic Agreement (See Appendix A.1) has been developed to outline a process for further
consideration of the design of project components within or adjacent to historic properties. Mitigation
measures identified for the preferred alternative defined in the FEIS/ROD include the following:
• Final design review and concurrence by SHPO of Rice station and Minneapolis Northeast

station to assure they will not result in an adverse effect to the Rice Mill & Grain and
Northwestern Furniture Mart, respectively.

• The design of the Minneapolis Downtown Commuter Station will take into account its visual
relationship to the Minneapolis warehouse district. In addition, programmatic aspects of the
design, which influence the design of 5th Street North Bridge between 3rd and 5 th Avenues
North will be considered.

• The design of the new 5 th Street North bridge between 3rd Avenue and 5 th Avenue North will
meet the Secretary of Interior’s standards for new construction in historic places.
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• The design of the new 5 th Street North bridge between 2nd and 3 rd Avenues will meet the
Secretary of Interior’s standards for new construction in historic places.

• The potential relocation and reuse of the St. Cloud Northern Pacific Depot will meet the
Secretary of Interior’s standards and will ensure the continued eligibility of the depot on its
new location.

• The design of all LRT system elements between the 5th Street North Bridge LRT station and
the Hiawatha LRT project will address the Warehouse District. These elements include (but
are not limited to) signage, track and traffic lanes, curbs and sidewalks, overhead cables and
support posts, and landscaping.

Revised Preferred Alternative

As stated previously, a Programmatic Agreement (PA) has been executed between the Minnesota
SHPO, Mn/DOT, and the FTA for the Northstar Corridor. The Minneapolis Heritage Preservation
Commission (HPC) and the St. Cloud HPC are consulting parties to the agreement. The PA calls
for final design review and concurrence by the SHPO for the Rice and Minneapolis Northeast
stations. As both of these stations are not included in the revised preferred alternative, this review
requirement will not be needed. Additionally, the potential relocation and reuse of the St. Cloud
Northern Pacific Depot is not included in the revised preferred alternative. Hence, this impact
would be avoided.

In accordance with the requirements set forth in the Northstar PA, Mn/DOT and its partnering
agencies have been in consultation with the SHPO and the Minneapolis HPC regarding the design
of the LRT connection, the LRT station on 5th Street, and the Downtown Minneapolis commuter
rail station. Specifically, six meetings with the aforementioned parties already have taken place
from March to November 2005. Modifications to the LRT connector and commuter rail station
design have occurred as a result of these meetings. Mn/DOT and its project partners will continue
to consult with the SHPO and Minneapolis HPC as final design plans progress in the downtown
Minneapolis area.

The Big Lake station and maintenance/layover facility includes land that was not previously
surveyed during the EIS. An 18-acre site was evaluated during the DEIS, as a potential
maintenance facility location. Mn/DOT has determined that the revised project will not impact
any historic properties (See Appendix A.1 for letter). The SHPO concurred with this
determination on December 19, 2005 (See Appendix A.1 for letter)

Change of Impact Summary

The proposed revised preferred alternative would minimize impacts to surrounding historic
resources, as the previously identified and evaluated Minneapolis Northeast and Rice stations are
not a part of the revised preferred alternative. Additionally, Mn/DOT, SHPO, and the Minneapolis
HPC have been in ongoing consultation regarding the design elements of the LRT alignment, LRT
station on 5th Street North, and commuter rail station, as specified in the Northstar PA.

No additional mitigation is required under the revised preferred alternative.



NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR RAIL PROJECT EA/DRAFT 4(F) EVALUATION 40
December 2005

4.5 Visual and Aesthetic Conditions

The visual impact assessment conducted for the Northstar EIS and this EA considers the
following:
• Visual resources of the natural, cultural, or built environment that would be impacted by the

proposed project
• Views that would be impacted by the proposed project
• Change in visual quality and viewer response that would result from the proposed project

Compatibility or contrast with the existing built environment and natural environmental context is
assessed for the proposed revisions to the preferred alternative from two perspectives. First, the
visibility of the project is evaluated from the perspective of the surrounding environment, and
those sites considered particularly sensitive to changes in setting or view are reviewed. Second,
the view afforded users of the proposed services is determined and evaluated. Unless otherwise
noted, the existing conditions and impact evaluation (Section 3.5.2 and 3.5.3, pages 3-73 through
3-85) defined and evaluated in the Northstar FEIS remain unchanged and are incorporated by
reference into this EA.

Existing Conditions

An update to existing conditions is presented below for the Downtown Minneapolis, Coon
Rapids-Riverdale, and Elk River stations. New existing condition information is also presented
for Big Lake facility area.

Downtown Minneapolis Station

The proposed Downtown Minneapolis station is located directly under and to the north of 5th

Street North, parallel to the BNSF mainline tracks (east side). The station platform area would be
located on approximately 0.7 acre of land, which is currently part of a large surface parking lot.
Views to the east include: the 5th Street Garage and 4th Street parking ramp; the west view
includes the Hennepin County Environmental Services building and the Ford Centre; the south
view includes existing surface parking; and the north view includes the surface parking and
bridge structures (3rd and 4th Streets North).

Coon Rapids –Riverdale Station

The proposed station is located on a 9.67 acre parcel of land, 7.01 acres of which was recently
developed as a commuter coach facility (454 spaces). Views to the north include the back of the
Riverdale Commons regional shopping center. Views to the west and east are of single-family
homes.

Elk River Station

The proposed Elk River station is located along the northeast side of the railroad tracks and on the
north side of Twin Lakes Boulevard. The site was recently developed as a commuter coach
facility (311 parking spaces). Since the Northstar FEIS, high-density residential development
activities have taken place to the northeast of the station (east side of Twin Lakes Boulevard).
Views to the south of the station include primarily industrial land uses. TH 10 is not in the
immediate viewshed. Views of the site would be primarily from the industrial park to the south
and the new residential development to the northeast.
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Big Lake Station and Maintenance Facility

The proposed commuter rail station and vehicle maintenance/layover facility would be located on
37.5 acres of land to the south of the BNSF tracks and to the east of CR 43. The land is currently
under agricultural use. To the west of CR 43, a park-and-ride facility was constructed in 2002
with 97 spaces. Viewsheds from the station and maintenance facility include a grain elevator,
veterinary clinic, and industrial uses to the north, undeveloped land and residential development
to the west of CR 43, and agricultural land to the south and to the east.

Visual Impacts

Visual impacts are changes in the existing conditions within the visual environment that may be
brought about by construction of the proposed alternative. The changes that may result from the
construction of the revised preferred alternative may detract from the visual environment, or they
may enhance it. Since these are subjective criteria, this assessment will focus on those changes to
the visual environment that may be measured in terms of high impact, moderate impact, or low
impact. Enhancements and detraction are factors that may be impacted by subsequent design and
mitigation considerations.

Visual Impacts Identified in the FEIS

The MOS of the preferred alternative evaluated in the FEIS identified the Minneapolis Northeast
Station at 7th Street NE and the Fridley Station as facilities that would result in “moderate” visual
impacts. Additionally, the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement defined specific design
considerations at the Minneapolis Downtown Station, Intermodal Connector, and Minneapolis
Northeast Station.

The proposed stormwater pond that would serve the Anoka Station was located within the
MnDNR scenic easement, and would therefore be within the viewshed of the Rum River.

Visual Impacts Under the Revised Preferred Alternative

Downtown Minneapolis Station and LRT Connection
Views of the downtown station would be compatible with the surrounding uses in the area
providing additional transportation options in this transportation corridor. The shift in the
commuter rail station to the north increases the view of the facility from the Ford Centre building.
As specified in the Programmatic Agreement between the FTA and SHPO, the design of the
station will take into account its visual relationship to the Minneapolis Warehouse District.
Additionally, the design of the 5th Street Bridge between 3rd Avenue and 5th Avenue and between
2nd and 3rd Avenues will meet the Secretary of Interior’s standards for new construction in historic
areas. The design of the LRT system elements between the 5th Street bridge LRT station and the
Hiawatha LRT project will also consider effects to the Minneapolis Historic Warehouse District.

As documented in Section 4.4 of this EA, over the past several months Mn/DOT and its project
partners have been in consultation with the SHPO and the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation
Commission (HPC) regarding the specific requirements of the Programmatic Agreement as it
pertains to the design of the downtown station and LRT connection/station.

Fridley Station
Views of the station area from the surrounding residential areas would change from open grassy
areas to a station facility and park-and-ride lot. As documented in the FEIS, this would result in a
moderate visual impact as the station would be compatible with the adjacent industrial land uses
and surface parking lots. The current station plan calls for a shift to the north of the park-and-ride
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facility (east side of tracks) to provide improved accessibility to the station platform. The station
platform has also shifted approximately 200 feet to the north. The park-and-ride lot still stays a
sufficient distance away from the local residents to minimize visual impacts. This shift in location
would result in negligible visual impacts.

Coon Rapids – Foley Station
This station is not a part of the revised preferred alternative.

Coon Rapids-Riverdale Station
The station would have a low visual impact as a commuter coach facility (454 spaces) and is
compatible with the regional shopping land use adjacent the site. The FEIS included a pedestrian
overpass at the west end of the station platforms. The current plans call for an overpass structure
at the east end of the station platforms. The shift in the overpass location will actually reduce the
visual impact, as it will be buffered by existing trees immediately to the south of the site (and
north of the residential neighborhood).

Anoka Station
Since the preparation of the EIS, additional design pertaining to the proposed stormwater pond
has occurred. The current design significantly minimizes encroachment into the Rum River
scenic easement boundaries (See Figure 3.5). Mn/DOT and the NCDA will continue to work
closely with the City of Anoka and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR)
regarding the final design the treatment pond, particularly as it relates to the visual impacts to the
Rum River.

As noted in Table 3.2 and Figure 3.5, the City of Anoka proposes to construct a parking structure
to accommodate up to 450 parking spaces at the Anoka station. The proposed structure would be
two levels. The structure is part of an overall CRTV plan being developed by the City of Anoka.
The structure would not be within the Rum River scenic easement, and would be considered
consistent with the existing and proposed land use in the area. The proposed facility is anticipated
to have low visual impacts.

Elk River Maintenance Facility
The Elk River Maintenance Facility (south of tracks) is no longer part of the preferred alternative.
Hence, the potential change in land use from agricultural to industrial at this location is no longer
an impact.

Elk River Station
This station would continue to experience a low visual impact as it was constructed as a
commuter coach facility prior to the construction of the residential development to the northeast.

Big Lake Station and Maintenance Facility
There would be moderate visual impact at this station as it is located to the south of the BNSF
mainline and industrial/commercial land uses. The proposed station would change the existing
land use (currently agricultural). Land uses to the north and northeast of the site are consistent
with the proposed station and maintenance facility.

Rail Improvements
In general, the proposed track capacity improvements would have minimal impact on visual
quality because commuter rail would be located on existing BNSF tracks already used by freight
traffic. The addition of up to 18 trains per day would have a low visual impact.
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Mitigation Measures
Measures of mitigation will mainly be implemented at the station locations. Station area
landscaping will be designed to complement the character of the surrounding community.

Change of Impact Summary
Visual impacts documented in the FEIS for the MOS have been reduced with the proposed
revisions to the preferred alternative. Specifically, potential visual impacts at the Minneapolis
Northeast station have been eliminated, as well as potential visual impacts to the Rum River.

4.6 Environmental Justice

Executive Order 129898 on Environmental Justice requires that federal agencies consider and
address disproportionate adverse environmental effects of proposed federal projects on minority
and low-income communities. The intent of the Department of Transportation Final Order on
Environmental Justice (DOT Order 5608.1, Environmental Justice (February 15, 1997) is to
integrate the goals of Executive Order 12989 into DOT operations. In addition, Mn/DOT has
developed Guidance for Environmental Justice that provides steps and procedures when
addressing environmental justice.

The Northstar Corridor EIS Environmental Justice impact analysis was prepared in accordance
with both Executive Order 12898 and Mn/DOT’s guidance. As documented in the FEIS (page 3-
87), the census block groups in the Northstar Corridor (full system) did not exhibit high
percentages of either low-income or minority populations. Additionally, the preferred alternative
defined and evaluated in the FEIS was determined to not disproportionately impact populations
addressed in the environmental justice analysis.

The overall conclusion regarding environmental justice impacts documented in the FEIS for the
original preferred alternative would be consistent for the revised preferred alternative. A
summary of the findings is presented herein.

Benefits and adverse impacts to minority and low-income areas in the corridor are representative
of the areas served by the revised preferred alternative. The revised preferred alternative would
have several positive impacts on minority and low-income populations at proposed station sites
throughout the corridor. These positive impacts include increased mobility and access to system
linkages, improved access to educational and business facilities, better access to jobs, improved
bicycle and pedestrian connectors, and visual enhancements at station areas. The revised
preferred alternative is also expected to encourage redevelopment opportunities in station areas,
which could potentially improve and revitalize adjacent communities. Additionally, the revised
preferred alternative would provide an additional transit mode for residents in the central city to
access job concentrations in the outlying areas (reverse commute).

4.7 Safety and Security

Section 3.7 of the FEIS (pages 3-92/93) identifies safety and security measures that will be
incorporated into the design of the Northstar Corridor project. Section 3.7 is incorporated into this
EA by reference.

The referenced Fire/Life Safety Committee, which will oversee applicable components of the
project to ensure that a safe transit system is designed and constructed, began meeting in
September 2005. Specific design recommendations and provisions have been and will continue to
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be incorporated into the design of the system. Additionally, the proposed shift of the Big Lake
Station and Maintenance Facility to the east of CR 43 will eliminate the previously required at-
grade crossing of CR 43.

The revised preferred alternative will not significantly change the previously documented safety
and security impacts/mitigation measures identified in the FEIS.

4.8 Farmlands

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) was signed into law in 1981 and is administered by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
The FPPA requires that farmland impacts be taken into consideration in federally funded projects.
Specifically, prime, unique, and statewide or locally important farmland should be evaluated.

Prime farmland is defined as land that has the best combination of physical and chemical
characteristics for producing food, feed, fiber, forage, oilseed, and other agricultural crops with
minimum external inputs such as fertilizer or excessive labor. Prime farmland does not include
land already in or committed to urban development or water storage (7 USC 4201).

Unique farmland is land other than prime farmland that is used for production of specific high-
value food and fiber crops, as determined by the USDA. Farmland of statewide or local
importance is determined by the appropriate state or unit of local government.

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

Prime and statewide important farmlands are identified based on soil type, as mapped in the
County Soil Survey. The list of designated prime and statewide important soil types was obtained
from each county NRCS office. Soil types identified as prime or statewide important were
highlighted on the soil survey, and overlaid on the potential commuter rail track improvements,
proposed commuter rail station, and maintenance and layover facilities.

In the FEIS, only a small percentage of the mapped soil units in the Downtown Minneapolis to
Big Lake segment of the Northstar Corridor were identified as prime or statewide important.
Most of the sandy soils in the area are too droughty to meet these classifications. The FEIS stated
that the Downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake portion of the preferred alternative would not impact
prime or statewide important farmlands, as none of the applicable soils met the definition as set
forth by the FPPA.

Revised Preferred Alternative

The revised Big Lake station site, Big Lake Maintenance Facility site, and a third mainline track
between MPs 15.1 and 21.1 were evaluated for farmland impacts under the revised preferred
alternative.

Soil survey mapping was reviewed in the corridor, including new impact areas. There is only one
area of prime farmland in the corridor, and it was present in an area where Northstar Corridor
operations would occur within existing BNSF right-of-way. Therefore, no prime farmland would
be affected by the revised preferred alternative.

There are two areas of statewide important farmland that would be intersected by the third main
starting near Foley Boulevard. However, this area is zoned urban and is in urban use; therefore it
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does not meet the criteria of the FPPA for prime/statewide important farmland. No soil types in
the corridor were identified as unique or locally important.

4.9 Wetlands

Federal wetland regulations are administered by the COE under Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. The COE has permitting authority on all activities that require fill in wetlands. The
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MnPCA) has certification authority for all COE permits
under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which requires that the project comply with Minnesota
state water quality standards. The MnDNR has regulatory authority over activities within selected
wetland and waters, as identified on the public waters maps.

In 1991, the state of Minnesota enacted the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA). This legislation
authorized Local Government Units (LGUs) to administer state wetland regulations. The WCA
requires that activities resulting in the draining or filling of wetlands must be avoided or
minimized. Impacts that are unavoidable must be replaced at a ratio of at least two acres of
wetland creation/restoration for every acre of wetland impact. The WCA is administered by the
Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) and LGUs.

Preferred Alternative Evaluated in DEIS and FEIS

Potential wetland basins were identified through the use of USFWS National Wetland Inventory
maps, MnDNR Protected Waters and Wetlands maps, current aerial photography, topographic
maps, and County Soil Surveys. An on-site review was conducted in October and November
1999 to verify the presence of wetland sites and establish boundaries. The field investigation
analyzed a 200-foot wide corridor along the potential track improvement segments. The stations
site and maintenance facility site reviews included the proposed site area and immediate vicinity,
approximately 100-feet from the edge of site.

For purposes of the DEIS, ten wetlands were identified and delineated in the vicinity of the
proposed commuter rail stations, maintenance facility, Transportation System Management
(TSM) park-and-ride facilities, and potential track improvements throughout the original corridor
from Minneapolis to Rice. The DEIS also provided wetland delineation maps for each site in
Appendix 7.4. Wetland impacts are listed in Table 4.4

Table 4.4 — Wetland Impacts Identified in DEIS

Wetland ID Facility Wetland Impact (Acres)
1 St. Cloud East Station 4.45
2 Elk River Station 0.07
3 Elk River North Maintenance Facility 0.25
5 Access Road (south of Twp 177) 0.49

10 – 13 Siding & Track (south of TH 610) 0.88
16 Siding & Track (at Springbrook Nature Center) 1.05
17 Siding & Track (at Rice Creek) 0.04

Total 7.23

The FEIS defined a preferred alternative that did not include a third main and siding, and
incorporated design modifications to other track improvements to avoid area wetlands. It also
identified a MOS from downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake (40.1 miles). Therefore, the wetland
impacts of the MOS from Minneapolis to Big Lake were reduced from those identified in the
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DEIS. The one remaining wetland identified at the Elk River Station site was reviewed under a
separate environmental document for the Northstar commuter-coach bus facility, and was not
included in the FEIS under the preferred alternative (assumed under no-build alternative). As
documented in the FEIS, the MOS would not directly impact any wetland areas.

Updated Information

Since the FEIS, the preferred alternative has been revised to include a maintenance facility at Big
Lake instead of Elk River. A maintenance facility in Big Lake was evaluated in the DEIS;
however, the revised facility includes a larger section of land. In addition, the Big Lake station
has been shifted to the south side of the BNSF mainline and a third mainline is proposed between
MPs 15.1 and 21.1, primarily on the east side of the existing mainline in Fridley. Each of these
areas was evaluated for wetland impacts. Impacts associated with potential track improvements
were assumed to extend 75 feet east from the centerline of the western most existing mainline.
This impact limit is 5 feet narrower than was evaluated in the DEIS for the potential track
improvements on the east side of the existing tracks.

Wetland boundaries identified in 1999 were reviewed for changes. Wetlands 10, 11, 12, 13, 16,
and 17 were reviewed and verified in the field on October 19, 2005 (See Figures in Appendix
A.2). A supplemental wetland delineation was also conducted to determine the location and
boundary of the Rice Creek wetland basin (extension of Wetland 17). The original delineation did
not cover the Rice Creek area east of the rail line in this location. The area at the Big Lake
maintenance facility was delineated for wetlands (Wetland 19) on June 13, 2005. Field review
included the evaluation of vegetation, soils, and hydrology in accordance with the COE Wetlands
Delineation manual (January 1987). All wetlands were classified in accordance with the
guidelines in the Classification of Wetlands and Deep Water Habitats of the United States and in
Circular 39, published by the USFWS.

Revised Preferred Alternative

The revised Big Lake station site, Big Lake maintenance facility site, and a third mainline
between MPs 15.1 and 21.1 were evaluated for wetland impacts. Moving the Big Lake station site
to the south side of the BNSF mainline would not impact any wetland areas. Therefore, the
wetland evaluation addresses impacts associated with the Big Lake maintenance facility and third
mainline improvements. The analysis has been conducted in accordance with Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act, Executive Order 11990 and U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT)
Order 5660.1A regarding protection of wetlands.

Big Lake Maintenance Facility

Wetland 19 is a large wetland basin located on the east edge of the proposed facility location and
extends to the south (See Figure 4.1). The majority of the area on the north end of the wetland
consists of plowed cropland with remnants of corn, cattail, and soft stem bulrush. Soils observed
in the basin were dark gray, faintly mottled loamy sand to 16 inches, underlain by black loamy
sand to 24 inches in depth. Hydrology was determined through secondary indicators of mapped
hydric soils and topographic position. Farm Service Agency aerial slides showed wetland
signatures that corresponded to the delineated boundary in five of nine normal precipitation years.
The basin was defined by the adjacent upland plowed cropland, absence of hydrologic indicators,
and topography. This wetland is identified as MnDNR Protected Water Wetland 65W. The
MnDNR has been requested to and is currently field verifying the Ordinary High Water (OHW)
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mark (MnDNR jurisdictional boundary). Based on the OHW, appropriate permitting agencies
will be coordinated with for the wetlands impacts/mitigation at this location.

The Big Lake maintenance facility includes construction of an east tail track that will impact 0.13
acre of Wetland 19 just south of the existing tracks. The maintenance facility itself will not
impact any wetlands.

MPs 15.1 to 21.1

Track improvements will impact wetlands 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, and 17. These wetlands have not
been changed in size or character from those described in the DEIS. A summary of the wetlands
is provided below for reference.
• Wetlands 10 and 11 are bisected by the existing rail corridor. These wetlands are dominated

by reed canary grass. Wetland hydrology was not present at the time of the delineation;
however, at the review in 2005, the hydrology was observed with some inundation.

• Wetlands 12 and 13 are located just south of wetlands 10 and 11. These wetlands are wide
ditches that are dominated by reed canary grass and willows. The soils had hydric
characteristics in the upper portion of the profile. Saturated soils were present with some
inundation at the time of the 2005 review.

• Wetland 16 is located just south of 85th Avenue Northwest in Fridley. The existing rail
corridor bisects this wetland. The eastern portion of this wetland is on the Springbrook Nature
Center property. Vegetation in the basin is varied, and includes cattails, sedges, reed canary
grass, and willows. The soils were saturated near the surface. Strong hydric indicators were
identified in the upper portion of the profiles evaluated. This wetland is identified as MnDNR
688P.

• Wetland 17 is located at the inlet to Locke Lake in Fridley (See Figure 4.2). The rail corridor
crosses Rice Creek at this location. The wetland area is limited to a narrow fringe along the
lake and the creek. Rice Creek and Locke Lake are MnDNR Protected Waters. The lake is
identified as MnDNR 77P.

The potential track improvements from MP 15.1 to 21.1 will impact six wetlands for a total of
1.96 acres. Most of these wetlands are concentrated either north of 85th Avenue (Wetlands 10
through 13) or south of 85th Avenue in the vicinity of the Springbrook Nature Center (Wetland
16). Wetland 17 is at Rice Creek (MP 16.9), which is approximately 2 miles south of 85th

Avenue.

Table 4.5 — Wetland Impacts of Revised Preferred Alternative

Wetland ID Facility Wetland Impact (Acres)
10 – 13 Third Main (south of TH 610) 0.86

16 Third Main (near Springbrook Nature Center) 1.03
17 Third Main (at Rice Creek) 0.07
19 Big Lake Maintenance Facility 0.13

Total 2.09
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Wetland Mitigation

Federal and state regulations require that drain, fill, and certain types of excavation impacts to
wetlands be avoided and minimized to the extent practical. Several mitigation techniques are
commonly used to avoid or reduce wetland impacts associated with transportation projects.
Examples include shifting the location of construction for track improvement, increasing side
slopes to narrow the construction limits, minor shifts in the access road, shifting station locations,
and bridging. The feasibility of avoiding area wetlands and minimization techniques is presented
below. Mn/DOT will create wetland mitigation on-site to the extent possible. Any off-site
mitigation will be taken from the Mn/DOT wetland bank.

Big Lake Maintenance Facility

Wetland 19 will be impacted by construction of an east tail track. . The railroad corridor is
currently in place so realignment is not a practical avoidance measure. Furthermore, reducing the
width of the construction limits by increasing the side slopes is not a feasible option to avoid
wetlands in this location, given existing slopes and elevations.

MP 15.1 to 21.1

Wetlands 10 through 13, 16, and 17 will be impacted by construction of the proposed third main.
The railroad corridor is currently in place so realignment is not a practical avoidance measure.
Reducing the width of the construction limits by increasing the side slopes will be evaluated to
minimize wetland impacts adjacent to track improvements. Impacts to wetland 17 will be
minimized by the construction of a new bridge along the east side of the tracks crossing between
Rice Creek and the inlet to Locke Lake. This area of the wetland is narrow and has been
previously disturbed.

Mitigation for Stormwater Impacts

In addition to direct avoidance of wetland impacts, the proposed project will incorporate
permanent stormwater management controls and Best Management Practice (BMP) measures to
minimize water quality impacts. All station facilities will be designed so that surface runoff is
treated through National Urban Runoff Program (NURP) ponds. BMPs such as silt fence and
temporary sediment basins will be installed prior to site grading and will be maintained through
the duration of the construction activities. To the extent feasible, graded areas will be seeded in a
timely manner when construction is complete.

Wetland Replacement/Wetland Mitigation Plan
Wetland impacts that cannot be avoided must be replaced at a minimum ratio, as specified in the
state regulations (WCA). Provided that the wetland can be replaced in-kind (within the county,
within the watershed, or replacing with the same wetland type), the replacement ratio is
anticipated to be 2:1. The first 1:1 must be new wetland credit (restored or created wetland); the
second half of the replacement can be public value credit (potentially stormwater ponds and
upland buffers).

There is one location within the project corridor that has high potential for providing the wetland
replacement requirements for the project. Land that is acquired for the Big Lake maintenance
facility appears large enough and will be pursued as an option to provide on-site wetland
mitigation adjacent to existing wetland 19 in conjunction with a proposed stormwater pond. If the
site cannot accommodate the total amount of replacement required, Mn/DOT will pursue
utilization of wetland bank credits for the remaining mitigation need. A final wetland mitigation
plan will be in place prior to the issuance of a final environmental determination by FTA.



NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR RAIL PROJECT EA/DRAFT 4(F) EVALUATION 49
December 2005

4.10 Floodplains

State and local governments regulate floodplain impacts in accordance with Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) regulations and mapping. FEMA regulations require that facilities
constructed within the 100-year floodplain must have at least one foot of freeboard over the flood
elevation and must not increase upstream flooding by more than one foot from existing
conditions. Fill impacts to the 100-year floodplain must be replaced.

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

Analysis of potential floodplain impacts was conducted in accordance with Executive Order
11988 and U.S. DOT Order 5650.2 regarding the protection of floodplains. National Flood
Insurance Rate Maps were evaluated to determine the location of the 100-year floodplain. The
documented floodplain areas are associated with rivers, ditches, or large wetlands. The existing
rail corridor crosses many areas mapped as 100-year floodplains. The FEIS evaluated the two
floodplain areas where actual construction activities were proposed.

The first floodplain area is located in Coon Rapids, just south of TH 610. The main channel is
identified as a DNR protected watercourse (see Figure in Appendix A.2). Most of the 100-year
floodplain located south of TH 610 is located to the east of the existing rail corridor. A large
portion of this floodplain was excavated as part of the TH 610 construction. According to the
COE, the 100-year flood elevation on the east side of the rail corridor is 872 feet. According to
the Coon Rapids city engineer, the 100-year flood elevation on the ponds is 868 feet. The city has
requested that the COE revise the 100-year flood elevation, but to date this has not been
completed.

The second floodplain area in the corridor is in the city of Fridley, in the area associated with
Rice Creek and Locke Lake (see Figure in Appendix A.2). The documented 100-year flood
elevations are 825 feet on the downstream side (west) of the railroad bridge and 827 feet on the
upstream side (east) of the railroad bridge.

The preferred alternative evaluated in the FEIS avoided both of these floodplain areas by not
including a third main track from MPs 15.6 to 20.7 or a siding from MPs 18.8 to 20.7.

Revised Preferred Alternative

The revised Big Lake station site, Big Lake maintenance facility site, and a third mainline track
between MPs 15.1 and 21.1 were evaluated for floodplain impacts. Analysis of potential
floodplain impacts was conducted in accordance with Executive Order 11988 and U.S. DOT
Order 5650.2 regarding the protection of floodplains.

The Big Lake maintenance facility and associated track is not located within the 100-year
floodplain, and therefore would not incur floodplain impacts. The two areas of 100-year
floodplain that were evaluated in the FEIS were reevaluated under the revised preferred
alternative. Each of these impact areas is described below.
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Floodplain South of TH 610

Similar to the DEIS and based on the current FEMA mapping, the track improvements south of
TH 610 may impact up to 2,800 linear feet of floodplain adjacent to the tracks. For purposes of
calculating floodplain impacts, a footprint of 75 feet east from the centerline of the west track and
presence of the 100-year floodplain at the toe of the slope is assumed. In addition, the COE
elevation of 872 feet is assumed. Based on these assumptions, the volume of floodplain fill would
total 318 cubic yards. This represents a worst-case scenario. If the City’s requested elevation of
868 feet is found to be accurate, the floodplain fill impact would be reduced to approximately 118
cubic yards

Rice Creek/Locke Lake Floodplain
The BNSF main line tracks currently bridge Rice Creek. The proposed design for the track
improvements plans for a new bridge to be constructed, on the upstream side (east) of the existing
bridges. Floodplain impacts would result from fill for the bridge abutments and pilings.

Bridge construction may also require the shifting of a regional/paved trail (Rice Creek West
Regional Trail) that crosses under the current bridge. The trail may have to be realigned to the
north, toward Rice Creek. Reconstruction of the trail may result in fill impacts within the 100-
year floodplain.

The addition of track adjacent to Locke Lake may result in a small amount of floodplain fill.
Preliminary review of aerial photos indicates that the floodplain is close to the existing tracks at
one location, approximately 1,000 feet north of the Rice Creek Bridge.

The precise volume of floodplain fill requires detailed survey information and preliminary bridge
design. Based on very preliminary estimates and an east side flood elevation of 825 feet, the
estimated floodplain fill volume is 100 cubic yards.

Mitigation Measures

Bridge and culvert crossings will be designed to accommodate 100-year flood flows and to
minimize backwater conditions. Rail profiles will be designed to minimize overtopping. Site
specific flood impacts and mitigation will be prepared during final design, as required by local
regulations. The volume of floodplain fill will be restored on-site, to the extent feasible.

4.11 Wild and Scenic Rivers and Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area/Mississippi National
River and Recreation Area (MNRRA)

The FEIS identifies and evaluates the original preferred alternative’s impacts to Wild and Scenic
Rivers the Mississippi River Critical Area, and the MNRRA. The evaluation of impacts remains
unchanged from the FEIS, with the exception of the proposed revised stormwater detention pond
at the Anoka Station site. Specifically, the FEIS identified a stormwater pond for the Anoka
Station that was partly located within the MnDNR scenic easement for the Rum River. As part of
the FEIS process, Mn/DOT and the City of Anoka met with representatives from the MnDNR to
discuss the pond design. The FEIS noted that Mn/DOT would continue to work with the MnDNR
to design ponding that adheres to easement covenants and limits impacts to the viewshed of the
Rum River.

As engineering analysis progressed on the Northstar Corridor, a revised ponding design has been
proposed that reduces the encroachment of the scenic easement (see Figure 3.5). As noted above,
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Mn/DOT will continue to work with the MnDNR on the final design of the pond to ensure it is
designed to minimize impacts to the Rum River.

4.12 Vegetation and Wildlife

Section 4.3 of the FEIS (page 44-11 through 4-16) documented the affected environment,
impacts and proposed mitigation measures for the full system (80.1 miles from downtown
Minneapolis to Rice), and the MOS of the preferred alternative (40.1 miles from downtown
Minneapolis to Big Lake).

Plant communities were identified and general cover types determined in the FEIS using a
combination of aerial photographs and on-site field surveys that were conducted by the MnDNR.
The proposed facilities associated with the commuter rail alternative were field surveyed. The
FEIS includes a discussion of the general cover types found within the corridor. While the general
description of the habitat types has not changed, reference to the types has been incorporated
herein. The importance of the cover type relates directly to the variety, quality, and quantity of
wildlife habitats within the study area. The cover types documented in the FEIS included:
• Farmlands
• Grassland habitat
• Prairie remnant habitat
• Wetland habitat
• Woodland habitat
• Rural residential
• Wildlife Management/Nature Center and Park Reserve Areas

The FEIS analysis indicated that a small amount of farmland, grassland, and woodland habitats in
the study area would be impacted. Considering the entire study area, the amount of impact to each
habitat type represents a small fraction of the total amount of that habitat type available.

The FEIS indicated that a good quality prairie remnant (3.6 acres), located just north of the TH 10
crossing north of Elk River, would be impacted by the proposed track improvements. The
National Heritage Program (NHP) verified this remnant during the railroad right-of-way study in
1998 (DNR Biological Report No. 61, 1999). This remnant is within BNSF right-of-way.

The mitigation measures presented in Section 4.3.5 (page 4-15) of the FEIS remain unchanged
for the revised preferred alternative. They are incorporated herein by reference to the EA.

Sections 4.8 and 4.9 will address potential farmland and wetland impacts and mitigation
documented in the FEIS, compared to the impacts and proposed mitigation under the revised
preferred alternative.

Change in Impact Summary

The revised preferred alternative would not result in a change in the impacts and mitigation
measures described and evaluated in the FEIS.
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4.13 Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

For the FEIS, information on rare, threatened, and endangered species (RTE) was taken from data
provided by the MnDNR Natural Heritage Program (NHP). Information on habitat type was taken
from the Minnesota’s Endangered Flora and Fuana (Coffin and Pfannmuller, 1998) as well as
information provided by the NHP. The MnDNR did an extensive review of potential RTE species
along the existing BNSF rail corridor in 1998.

The Mn/DOT wildlife biologist was also contacted to obtain information on federally listed RTE
species.

The FEIS identified the following impacts associated with the MOS of the preferred alternative.

Plant Species and Communities
The recorded dry prairie (central) sand-gravel subtype and the lakebed are within the Springbrook
Nature Center. Both zones are east of the existing tracks, within the interior of the park. No
impacts are anticipated as a result of project construction.

Wildlife Species
The Blanding’s turtle has been observed west of Elk River in the Orono Lake wetland complex,
in Big Lake, at Coon Creek, and at Springbrook Nature Center. Of these observations, two are
located in proximity to the potential track improvements (west of Elk River and Big Lake). While
the potential track improvements are not expected to affect nesting habitat for the turtle, they may
inhibit turtle movement.

Updated Information

As part of the EA analysis, the MnDNR was contacted to provide updated Natural Heritage
Information System (NHIS) data for the revised preferred alternative study area. Additionally, the
Mn/DOT wildlife biologist was contacted to provide updated in formation on the federally listed
RTE species. Copies of the correspondence are included in Appendix A.1.

Revised Preferred Alternative

One species was identified on the request for federally listed threatened and endangered species,
the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus). As stated in the Mn/DOT letter dated November 30,
2005, according to the information provided by the Natural Heritage Database (updated October
13, 2005) maintained by the MnDNR, there is a bald eagle nest on an island in the Mississippi
River approximately 750 meters west of the existing rail line. There are no other known
occurrences of federally-listed threatened and endangered species within the immediate project
area. The eagle nest is 0.46 mile from the proposed construction area, and there is no direct line
of sight to the existing railroad tracks. Due to the location and nature of the proposed project,
Mn/DOT has concluded that the project will have no effect on federally-listed threatened and
endangered species.

According to the MnDNR NHIS, there are 28 known occurrences of rare species or native plant
communities within the one-mile radius of the area searched for the Northstar Corridor project
(see Appendix A-1). Several of the records are for the same species (e.g. eight for Blanding’s
turtle). Based on the proposed revised preferred alternative, potential impacts would be limited to
the Blanding’s turtle.
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The NHIS report indicates the wetland complexes within the corridor are known to support the
Blanding’s turtle, which are listed as threatened in Minnesota. This species of turtle lives
primarily in shallow, calm, well-vegetated bodies of water adjacent or close to areas of sandy
uplands. Females nest in the sandy upland areas and may travel up to one mile from their home
wetland to find adequate nesting sites.

Adhering to erosion and sediment control measures during construction will minimize the risk of
impacts to the Blanding’s turtle habitat. A silt fence will be installed at the construction limits of
the track improvements to keep turtles out of the construction zone. Access roads will be kept to
the minimal width required to meet capacity and safety standards. Project area water bodies and
wetlands will be protected from direct road and development runoff via stormwater treatment
ponds and naturally vegetated buffers.

4.14 Water Quality and Utilities

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

Existing utility and water quality conditions were evaluated based on site visits and review of
existing topographic and utility maps. Water quality impacts generally originate from the
following:
• Erosion of exposed soils during construction
• Reduced infiltration and increased runoff from the construction of new impervious surfaces
• Pollutants from automobiles that collect on impervious surfaces and are washed off by

stormwater runoff
• Increased stormwater runoff that overburdens existing drainage systems, causing flooding
• Fill or construction in floodplains, which affects flood levels in streams and rivers

Sanitary sewer service is required for the layover facility and the vehicle maintenance facility.
The purpose of the layover facility is to provide for light cleaning and inspection. The vehicle
maintenance facility will be a full-time operation.

Water service is required at the layover facility, vehicle maintenance facility, and at each of the
proposed stations. The water service requirements at the layover facility and the vehicle
maintenance facility are the same as described above for sanitary service. The proposed stations
will use water service for wash-down of the platforms.

The affected environment section of the FEIS includes a description of the existing conditions of
each of the stations and maintenance/layover facilities proposed under the original preferred
alternative. The existing condition information remains valid for the components of the revised
preferred alternative, with the exception of the Big Lake station/maintenance facility because it
was not included in the original preferred alternative (see next section).

Impacts and Updated Information under Revised Preferred Alternative

Updated information pertaining to the system components of the revised preferred alternative are
presented on the following page.
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General Discussion
Platform drainage has changed at each site. In the FEIS, there were catch basins proposed to be
placed on the platform. Based on refinement of the station design, the platforms are proposed to
be sloped to drain away from the tracks. Additionally, each site will have ballast drain pipes that
will drain the water that collects between the platform and the tracks, as well as water that the
platform will block from draining downstream.

Each site will require coordination with the BNSF railroad to relocate their utilities in the BNSF
right-of-way.

Downtown Minneapolis
No changes have been made from the FEIS.

Fridley
In the FEIS, the location of the pond on the east side was on the far south; upon further
evaluation, in order to drain the platform it is proposed to move that pond to the far east side of
the parking area with another smaller pond located nearer to the handicap parking and tunnel. The
storm system on the east side will be modified, but the outlets will remain the same. The storm
system on the west side has not changed.

Coon Rapids
The existing storm drainage system has no significant changes from the FEIS. The station would
utilize as much of the existing system as possible with a new proposed system in the platform
area.

Both Coon Rapids and Elk River have an electrical transmission line that runs through them. Both
sites have been designed to accommodate the large poles associated with the transmission line.

Anoka
A change to the design of the stormwater treatment pond has been proposed.

The FEIS contemplated a stormwater treatment pond to the west of the station, on the opposite
side of Fourth Street. This site was close to the Rum River in an undeveloped publicly-owned
parcel, and was partly within a Conservation Easement held by the MnDNR. The original design
would have required construction of a new outlet to the Rum River, within either a pipe or an
improved channel. The basin was designed to intercept and treat flows from an urban watershed
along Grant Street as well as station flows.

The City of Anoka is proposing zoning changes to increase development densities in the project
area. City staff requested that the capacity of the stormwater basin be increased to accommodate
somewhat larger future flows from the Grant Street basin. As a result, there was a need to slightly
increase the size of the basin. The new design of the basin accommodates this increase in a
different footprint within the same undeveloped parcel as the original concept.

The new design of the stormwater basin provides for a reduction of environmental impacts
compared to the original design, including:

• Reduced construction impact within the conservation easement. Although there is still some
need to encroach within the conservation easement, the extent of impact is reduced from
32,794 square feet (0.75 ac.) to 5,286 square feet (0.12ac.).

• Reduced utility impacts — the original design required relocation of an existing 18” sanitary
trunk sewer. The new design avoids impacts to the sewer.
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• No new outlet required to the Rum River – the revised design utilizes the existing culvert to
discharge to the river, eliminating the need to trench or cut a new channel through existing
vegetation to the water’s edge.

• Increased water quality treatment capacity as discussed above.

Elk River
Based on further review, no significant change will be required from the FEIS.

Big Lake
This is a new site with a new storm drainage plan and stormwater treatment pond to serve the
station and the maintenance facility. An existing water main is available at CR 43 immediately
adjacent to the site. There is an existing sanitary sewer main in CR 43 adjacent to the site;
however, the city is also planning near-term construction of a new trunk sewer in CR 43 that will
probably serve as the point of connection for the maintenance facility. The station does not
require sanitary sewer service. Gas, telephone, and electric service are also available from CR 43.

The new site is located on an existing agricultural field (with a center pivot irrigation system),
which has few utilities on it. There is one underground fiber-optic line that will need to be
relocated during construction.

The original location of the Big Lake station was in the northwest quadrant of CR 43 and the
BNSF railway tracks. The new location is in the southeast quadrant. The new location eliminates
the need for the station track to have a grade crossing at CR 43 because trains will now stop short
of the highway. New roadways will be constructed as part of the project to connect both the
station and maintenance facility to CR 43.

A single stormwater conveyance and treatment system will serve both the Big Lake station site and
the maintenance facility. Flows will be collected in an underground pipe system within the station,
and then discharged into an open vegetated channel at the east side of the station. This channel will
convey the flows approximately 2,000 feet easterly to the maintenance facility site. There, another
underground system will carry the station flows as well as flows from the maintenance facility
under the employee parking lot, discharging to a stormwater treatment basin at the east edge of the
site. This basin will be designed to provide treatment capacity for the entire combined area of the
station and maintenance sites. The treatment basin will outlet toward an existing wetland area to the
east, which replicates the existing natural drainage pattern of the site area.

Mitigation Measures

Water quality degradation from erosion, sedimentation, and the release of pollutants during
construction is not expected to be significant and will be minimized through the use of BMPs.
Construction BMPs will include the use of silt fence, barrier berms, plastic coverings for exposed
ground, sediment traps, hay bales, temporary sediment detention basins, and rock construction
entrances to clean debris off truck tires. In addition, construction activities will be coordinated to
minimize the amount and length of time the soil is exposed. To ensure the effectiveness of BMPs,
regular maintenance will be performed as appropriate. Appropriate construction BMPs for the
proposed facilities will be determined based on final engineering plans and will comply with
appropriate regulatory requirements. This will include compliance with various city stormwater
management ordinances or policies.
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The proposed station sites will create new impervious surface. The increase in impervious surface
area will increase stormwater runoff rates and volume, and impact stormwater runoff quality. All
project-required ponds have been designed according to the EPA’s National Urban Runoff
Program criteria and applicable watershed district guidelines.

Planned utility service disruptions will include an advance notice to affected property owners and
the following mitigation measures:
• Formulate a detailed public utility relocation plan for all relocated utilities
• Avoid utility disruption by altering service
• Minimize extent of the utility disruptions
• Plan for utility service disruptions to occur, to the extent possible, during periods of no-usage

or minimal usage
• Coordinate the relocation of private utilities to minimize impact to customers

4.15 Hazardous Waste and Contaminated Material

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The FEIS concluded that based on the findings of the preliminary site and field review, additional
assessment was recommended at the following stations (MOS): Anoka, Coon Rapids-Foley,
Fridley, Minneapolis Northeast, and Downtown Minneapolis. The work would include
clarification of the locations of hazardous material releases with respect to the proposed project
sites, and status of site cleanups for contaminated properties on or adjacent to the parcels to be
acquired.

With regards to track improvements, it was concluded that since the proposed track
improvements would require minimal excavation or earthwork, the potential for encountering
hazardous materials would be low and hazardous materials are not expected to be significant.
Capping or removing of contaminated material would occur if such materials are encountered.
The FEIS indicated that with regards to railroad operation, the commuter rail project could result
in a slight increase in the potential for hazardous material spills along the right-of-way because of
the increase in rail traffic compared to existing conditions. In the event of a hazardous materials
spill from a commuter rail train, BNSF environmental response procedures will be followed to
minimize adverse impacts. BNSF also has programs in place that address proper containment and
management of fuels, lubricants, and other potentially hazardous substances handled during rail
operations, including train storage and maintenance.

Prior to the construction of corridor improvements, BNSF will develop and implement a
construction contingency plan that addresses hazardous substance identification, notification,
management, and disposal — in the unlikely event that hazardous substances are encountered
during construction and operation.

Revised Preferred Alternative Updated Information

Based on the preliminary impact assessment and mitigation measures defined in the Northstar
Corridor FEIS, Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) were completed at the Fridley and
Anoka station sites. A summary of the findings from the referenced ESAs is presented in the
following paragraphs as updated information to the FEIS.
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Fridley Station
A Phase I ESA was completed for this site in July 2005 (Braun Intertec, July 2005). The site is
currently grassy and undeveloped. The Phase I ESA found that the west site area was a former
rail yard. Air photos from the 1930s and 1940s indicate a number of spur tracks in the area, but
no buildings. The east site area has not been developed. The Phase I ESA included information
from a 1999 report conducted for the City of Fridley HRA. The 1999 report described the results
of the test pits and soil sampling completed on the property. The test pits identified an area of
buried demolition debris containing brick, concrete, glass, steel, wood, plastic, shingles, and
metal containers. Soil analytical testing indicated low levels of volatile organic compounds
(VOCs), diesel range organics (DRO), and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). The
proposed station area is listed as a MnPCA Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) site.

Based on the findings of the Phase I and a site visit conducted on August 11, 2005, mitigation at
the site should include:
• Conduct extensive file review for the subject property
• Complete a Phase II/Drilling Investigation at the west site area prior to acquisition. Along

with sampling for VOCs, PAHs, and DRO which have already been identified at the site;
samples should also be analyzed for metals and asbestos.

• Develop a response action plan (RAP), and obtain approval from the VIC program for the
RAP.

• Obtain liability assurances as applicable from the MnPCA VIC program to protect the new
owner and subsequent owners from liability for the site’s existing contaminants.

Anoka Station
A Phase I ESA was completed on the site in July 2005 (Braun Intertec, July 2005). The site is
currently primarily open space with a gravel and bare earth surface. There are gravel and crushed
bituminous piles, demolition debris piles, a large pad mounted transformer on skids, and a four-
stall garage on the site. The Phase I ESA found that the site was occupied by several fuel storage
businesses in the 1950s through the 1970s. More recently, the site was used as a storage yard by
the local municipal electrical utility. A number of petroleum release sites surround the property.
Three of the petroleum release sites directly adjoin the property.

As the Anoka station parking facility will be developed by the City of Anoka, they will be the
lead agency responsible for the required remedial actions at the parking structure site. For the
Northstar Commuter Rail project, investigations will be completed to check for potential
groundwater contamination in the proposed pond area. If contamination is found, a clean up plan
will be developed and the required MnPCA approvals will be obtained.

Phase I ESAs have not been completed for the Downtown Minneapolis, Coon Rapids-Riverdale,
Elk River, and the proposed revised Big Lake station and maintenance facility sites. A summary
of recommendations for those sites is presented herein as updated information to the FEIS.

Downtown Minneapolis Station
The Northstar FEIS recommended the preparation of a Phase I ESA at the Downtown
Minneapolis station site. A Phase I ESA will be completed at the proposed station site prior to
project letting. If the Phase I ESA indicates that known or potential contaminated properties exist
on or adjacent to the station site, a Phase II/Drilling Investigation will be completed to check for
possible soil and groundwater contamination. Additionally, if contamination is found, a clean-up
plan will be prepared, required MnPCA approvals applied for, and special provisions included in
the contract for properly handling any contaminated materials encountered during construction.
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Coon Rapids – Riverdale Station
The Coon Rapids Riverdale station is currently a bituminous park-and-ride lot. No contaminated
materials were encountered when the site was developed as a park-and-ride facility (2002).
Previously conducted geotechnical investigations (drilling) will be reviewed to confirm
appropriate soil conditions (e.g. no contamination) in the area of the footings for the pedestrian
crossing.

Elk River Station
The site is primarily developed as an existing park-and-ride facility. During the development of
the park-and-ride lot, no contaminated materials were encountered. Based on field review and
work completed during the EIS, it is unlikely that this site has contaminated soil or groundwater
based on its past and current use. No additional work is required on this site.

Big Lake Station and Vehicle Maintenance Facility
Based on past and current land use, this site does not appear to have contaminated soil or
groundwater. No further work on this site is recommended.

Change of Impact Summary

This section includes updated information along with an assessment of potential impacts
associated with the proposed revisions to the preferred alternative (limited to Big Lake station
area that was not included in the preferred alternative). Based on the findings presented above,
the revised preferred alternative would not result in impacts significantly different than those
documented in the FEIS. Removal of the Northeast Minneapolis and Coon Rapids-Foley stations
from the preferred alternative MOS eliminates the impacts and potential clean up required at both
of those proposed station locations.

4.16 Air Quality

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The Twin Cities metropolitan area of Minnesota is in current compliance with the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for transportation-related pollutants, including ozone,
carbon monoxide, particulate matter, and nitrogen oxides.

Section 4.7 of the FEIS documents the potential air quality impacts associated with the defined
no-build and commuter rail alternatives with regard to national and state ambient air quality
standards.

Three intersection locations were selected for air quality analysis, as they represent worse case
locations within the corridor in terms of traffic volume and vehicular delay. The three locations
include:
• TH 65/Broadway Avenue
• TH 47/61st Avenue
• Coon Rapids Boulevard/Foley Boulevard

For each location, the highest predicted one-hour and eight-hour CO concentrations were
calculated. No air quality violations were encountered under the preferred alternative evaluated in
the FEIS.
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Revised Preferred Alternative

As the proposed changes to the preferred alternative would not significantly increase the number
of park-and-ride lot spaces proposed at each of the stations, the findings from the FEIS are
considered valid for the revised preferred alternative and incorporated by reference in the EA.

4.17 Noise and Vibration

MOS of Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

The noise and vibration assessment conducted as part of the Northstar Corridor FEIS included a
screening for sensitive noise and vibration sites, an investigation of the ambient noise conditions,
the identification of potential noise and vibration impacts, and an overview of possible mitigation
measures for adversely impacted locations (See Section 4.8 of the FEIS). The FTA’s Transit Noise
and Vibration Impact Assessment, April 1995, guidelines were followed to conduct the noise and
vibration screening and general assessments.

The general noise assessment included noise from all possible sources, including: commuter rail,
freight service, bus service at transit stations, and automobile activity associated with park-and-
ride facilities. The assessment included comparing the project related noise levels to the existing
noise levels in order to determine human reaction to the amount of change. Consistent with the
FTA guidance, there are three possible outcomes to the general noise assessment: no impact,
impact, and severe impact.

The MOS of the preferred alternative evaluated in the FEIS indicated that up to 14 sensitive
receiver locations could experience a noise impact (See Figures in Appendix A.2). The areas are
summarized in Table 4.4

Table 4.4 — Noise and Vibration Impact

Area #

Noise
Sensitive

Area
Land Use
Category

Measurement
Location

Measured
Ambient

Noise
(dBA) Metric

Estimated
Project
Noise
(dBA)

Range of
Impact
(dBA)

Potential
Noise

Impact

Distance
to

Centerline
R19 Oak Terrace

Estates
2 Monitor 3 60 Ldn 58 58-63 Impact 100

R32 Main Street
Northwest
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 58 57-62 Impact 100

R33 119th Avenue
NW
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

R40 Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

R41 CR 18
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 58 56-62 Impact 100

R42 South Heights
Drive
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

R43 CR 18
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

Continued
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Area #

Noise
Sensitive

Area
Land Use
Category

Measurement
Location

Measured
Ambient

Noise
(dBA) Metric

Estimated
Project
Noise
(dBA)

Range of
Impact
(dBA)

Potential
Noise

Impact

Distance
to

Centerline
R44 Jay Street

NW
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 58 56-62 Impact 100

R45 Egret Blvd.
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

R46 Residential
cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 56 56-62 Impact 135

R47 Egret Blvd.
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 58 56-62 Impact 100

R52 East River
Road
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 57 56-62 Impact 100

R54 East River
Road
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 57 56-62 Impact 100

R55 79th Avenue
Residential
Cluster

2 Monitor 2 56 Ldn 57 56-62 Impact 100

The FEIS identified two potential vibration sensitive areas within the potential impact assessment
distance. One of the sites was located outside the MOS limits, and the other site (Area R6,
Broadway Avenue South Residential cluster) would remain a potential impact area.

Revised Preferred Alternative Noise and Vibration Impacts

The following change in noise impact would be experienced under the revised preferred
alternative.

Northeast Minneapolis Station
Noise levels associated with idling trains and whistle blowing when entering and exiting the
Northeast Minneapolis station was of particular concern to residents in proximity to the proposed
station. The concerns expressed by the surrounding residents would be avoided as this station is
not included in the revised preferred alternative.

Big Lake Station and Vehicle Maintenance Facility
The DEIS evaluated a maintenance facility on the south side of the BNSF and to the east of CR
43. Because there are no sensitive receivers in proximity to the proposed facilities, no noise
impacts would occur.

Third Mainline from MP 15.1 to 21.1
The inclusion of a third mainline on the west side (railroad south) of the existing mainline from
MP 15.1 to 16.6 and on the east side (railroad north) from MP 16.6 to 21.1 would improve
potential noise impacts for the following areas previously identified as reaching the “impact”
level of noise: from MP 15.1 to 21.1: #R52, #R54 and #R55. This reduction in noise impacts
would be attributable to the fact that the third mainline is proposed on the east side (railroad north
side) of the existing mainline. The analysis conducted during the EIS, reflected a third mainline
on the west side (railroad south) of the existing mainlines. The three areas presented previously
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are residential clusters (R52, R54, and R55) located on the west side (railroad south) of the
mainline. By aligning the third mainline to the east side (railroad north), the distance from the
centerline of the third mainline would increase by approximately 30 feet. Although not previously
identified as experiencing an “impact” level of noise, residential clusters R59, R58, R57, R56,
R55, R53, R52, R51, and R50 would experience a potential decrease in noise associated with the
commuter rail train as the distance from the centerline of the third mainline would increase by
approximately 30 feet from that originally evaluated in the EIS (noise analysis reflected a third
mainline on the southwest side of the mainline). In contrast, Area 27 (City of Fridley Community
Park) and Area 31 (Springbrook Nature Center) would experience noise levels associated with a
30-foot decrease in the distance from the centerline of the proposed third main. Both of these
areas were identified in the no impact category in the EIS.

LRT Alignment on South Side of 5th Street North
Although the FEIS indicated that an LRT alignment on the north side of 5th Street North would
not result in noise and vibration impacts to surrounding buildings (of particular concern was the
historic Ford Centre building); the shifting of the LRT alignment to the south of 5th Street North
would minimize potential noise and vibration impacts even further.

Change in Noise and Vibration Impact Summary

The proposed revised preferred alternative would not significantly change the impacts and/or
mitigation presented in the FEIS/ROD. The proposed revisions would reduce the potential noise
and vibration impacts previously documented in the FEIS for the MOS of the preferred
alternative.

Mitigation measures for the proposed changes to the preferred alternative are the same as in the
FEIS.

4.18 Transportation

FEIS Evaluation

Transportation Impacts/Mitigation Evaluated for the MOS of the Preferred Alternative
in the FEIS
The transportation evaluation included in the FEIS (Section 5.0) focused on the operation of
individual intersections near the proposed station location areas. Table 5.1-4 of the FEIS presents
the Level of Service (LOS) analysis for existing conditions, year 2020 No-Build and the preferred
alternative (See Appendix A-1). Under the MOS of the preferred alternative, the following
locations were identified as having potential traffic impacts:

Minneapolis Downtown Station and LRT Connection
• The 5th Street North/6th Avenue North intersection is expected to operate at a LOS C and LOS

B in the AM and PM hours, respectively. Although, the intersection LOS is not expected to
be an issue during the PM peak hour, the north approach (southbound) queue length is
expected to extend beyond the adjacent 5th Street access along 6th Avenue North.
The west approach (eastbound left-turn movement) is expected to operate at LOS F during
the AM peak hour.

• The 5th Street North/2nd Avenue North intersection is expected to operate at LOS F during the
AM and PM peak hours. During both time periods, the eastbound and westbound movements
are expected to operate at LOS F, with substantial delays and queue lengths. The proximity of
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the Third Avenue Distributor (TAD) Garage access contributes to congestion and to the
existing poor operation of this intersection and 5th Street North.

Minneapolis Northeast Station (7th Street NE)
• Central Avenue/7th Street NE is forecast to operate at LOS F and LOS E during the AM and

PM peak hours, respectively. The eastbound left-turn movement is forecast to operate at LOS
F in both the AM and PM peak hours.

• Central Avenue/SE 8th Street would operate at LOS F in the AM peak hour and LOS F in the
PM peak hour. The westbound left-turn movement is forecast to operate at LOS F in the AM
peak hour. Left-turn movements from SE 8th Street/the proposed station driveway is forecast
to operate at LOS F in the PM peak hour, with substantial delays.

Fridley Station
• East River Road/61st Avenue would operate at LOS D during the PM peak hour (note: the

intersection would operate at LOS F during the AM peak hour under the no-build and
commuter rail alternatives).

Coon Rapids — Foley
• East River Road/Foley Boulevard would operate at LOS B during the AM peak hour and

LOS C during the PM peak hour.
• Although the north parking access from Foley Boulevard would operate at LOS B during the

PM peak hour, the outbound left turn would operate at LOS E.

Coon Rapids — Riverdale
• Northdale Boulevard/Crooked Lake Boulevard would operate at LOS D during the AM peak

hour (note: the intersection would operate at LOS F during the PM peak hour under the no-
build alternative).

Anoka Station
• Fourth Avenue/Pleasant Street would operate at LOS F during the AM peak hours (note: the

intersection would operate at LOS F in the PM peak hour under the no-build alternative).
• Seventh Avenue/Johnson Street would operate at LOS F during the AM and PM peak hours.

For the AM peak hour, all left-turn movements would operate at LOS F, while during the PM
peak hour, the left turn onto 7th Avenue would operate at LOS F.

The following mitigation measures for the MOS of the preferred alternative were presented in the
FEIS:

Downtown Minneapolis Station and LRT Connection
(See Figure in Appendix A-2 of EA)

• The 5th Street North/2nd Avenue North intersection – During final design, the signal phasing,
and timing will be reviewed with the City of Minneapolis. Providing an actuated phase for
the proposed exclusive LRT phase would help improve the operation. However, the
intersection is expected to still operate below LOS D during both the AM and PM peak hours.

• The vehicle circulation east of 2nd Avenue North along 5th Street will be reviewed during
final design. Changes to the downtown transportation system, including either lane geometry,
directional flow on 5th Street, vehicle circulation throughout the nearby region of downtown,
or a combination thereof will be evaluated during final design. The best of these mitigation
measures will be implemented.
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• The possibility of locating the LRT tracks on the south side of 5th Street North after 3rd
Avenue will also be studied. This may improve mobility at the 5th Avenue North/5th Street
North intersection.

Minneapolis Northeast Station
• Left-turn conditions are not expected to improve with implementation of a preferred

alternative. Mn/DOT will continue to work with the City of Minneapolis regarding potential
traffic control measures on Central Avenue NE to facilitate safe pedestrian access, vehicle
safety, and appropriate LOS on surrounding roadways.

Anoka Station
• As a part of future planned TOD surrounding the Anoka station, the Mn/DOT will partner

with the City of Anoka to improve traffic conditions at intersections surrounding the station
area, with focus on the intersections at 4th Avenue/Pleasant Street and 7th Avenue/Johnson
Street.

Big Lake Station
• To accommodate additional passengers driving to the Big Lake station with it becoming the

northwest terminus of the Northstar commuter rail line, 400 parking spaces will be provided
at the station. This is 76 more than would be built if the MOS were not adopted. A traffic
signal is proposed as mitigation for the intersection of TH 10 and CR 43.

Revised Preferred Alternative

Under the revised preferred alternative, the potential traffic impacts identified at the Northeast
Minneapolis and Coon Rapids-Foley stations would be avoided. The following section provides
both updated and new impact/mitigation information pertaining to the Downtown Minneapolis
station/LRT connection, the Anoka station, and the new Big Lake station location.

Downtown Minneapolis Station/LRT Connection
The FEIS identified the 5th Street LRT extension running along the northern half of 5th Street
from 1st Avenue North westerly past 5th Avenue North and then traversing to the southerly side
between 5th Avenue North and 6th Avenue North.

As the FEIS documented, the City of Minneapolis requested further review of the merits of the
LRT along the southerly half of 5th Street, during the next level of design, to minimize impacts to
the traffic operations causing the closure of 5th Avenue North at 5th Street.

The design team reviewed the traffic operations of the 5th Street North/ 2nd Avenue North/5th
Street Garage, 5th Street North at 3rd Avenue North, and vertical clearance limitations over I-394
and the 5th Street roadway, west of the LRT Station. Meetings were held with the City of
Minneapolis Department of Public Works, the Historic Preservation Commission, and the City of
Minneapolis Community Planning and Economic Development staff.

Based on the design review, modeling the traffic/LRT operations, and meetings with Minneapolis
staff, the LRT alignment has been shifted to a southerly alignment from 2nd Avenue North to the
west.

This modification to the south side allows for the existing operation of the 5th Street Garage
entry/exit rather than a costly reconstruction of the internal operation. The move also eliminated
the need for vehicular traffic on 5th Street North from crossing the LRT at both 6th Avenue North
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and 2nd Avenue North, as indicated in the FEIS. The need to close 5th Avenue North and the
creation of a dead-end street/high retaining wall in front of the Ford Centre was also eliminated
with the change to the southerly side.

Anoka Station
The City of Anoka is taking the lead in the development of the proposed parking facility near the
proposed station. Their current conceptual plans call for up to 450 parking spaces. The City’s
overall Commuter Rail Transit Village (CRTV) plan includes reconfiguration of surrounding
roads to provide improved safety and traffic flow conditions in the area. Mn/DOT and its
partnering agencies will continue to work with the City to identify and implement appropriate
mitigation measures to accommodate future traffic conditions at the proposed station.

Big Lake Station
The travel demand model used in the FEIS forecast 502 trips per day starting from the Big Lake
station in year 2020, of which 380 arrived by car. (There was no differentiation between those
who would drive alone or drive with others to the station nor between those who would park at
the station or be dropped off.) There were 324 parking spaces in the Big Lake station plans at that
time. Those figures were for a commuter rail line running through Big Lake to Rice. As noted
above, under the MOS, it was expected that more people would use the Big Lake station when it
became the northwest terminus and additional parking spaces would be necessary. A ridership
forecast for the MOS was never run under that version of the travel demand model.

That travel demand model was later adjusted and FTA approved the use of the new version in
2003. The new version has been used to forecast ridership on the revised preferred alternative. In
2025, 620 trips per day are forecast to start from the Big Lake station. Of these, 490 are expected
to arrive by car. Again, this figure includes people being dropped off or carpooling and parking at
the Big Lake station. This is consistent with the approximate number expected under the MOS of
the preferred alternative in the FEIS. Therefore, the mitigation measures specified in the FEIS for
the MOS of building 400 parking spaces and providing a traffic signal at the intersection of TH
10 and CR 43 will be adequate. The traffic signal is currently in place and operating.

As noted in Figure 3.7, the proposed station site plan includes an access road which would be
approximately 1, 200 feet long. The Northstar Corridor Rail project would construct this road as a
new public street, connecting to an existing intersection at CR 43. An additional 2, 400 feet of
paved road is being constructed by the project from the station to the maintenance facility site. To
accommodate the flow of traffic into the Big Lake station, the addition of a striped turn lane from
CR 43 into the Big Lake station is proposed.

Summary of Impact Changes

The revised preferred alternative would result in fewer traffic impacts than those documented in
the DEIS/FEIS for the Northstar Corridor.



E
N

V
I
R

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.1

R
E

V
I
S

E
D

 P
R

E
F

E
R

R
E

D
 A

L
T

E
R

N
A

T
I
V

E

E
V

A
L

U
A

T
E

D
 I

N
 E

A



E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.2

D
O

W
N

T
O

W
N

 M
I
N

N
E

A
P

O
L

I
S

 I
N

T
E

R
M

O
D

A
L

  

S
T

A
T

I
O

N
 P

L
A

N



F
IG

U
R

E
 3

.3

F
R

I
D

L
E

Y
 S

T
A

T
I
O

N
 P

L
A

N

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y



121st Ave.

P
o

p
p

y
 S

t.

Wedgewood Dr.

R
o
s
e          S

t.

1
2
1
s

t 
A

v
e
. 
N

W

12th St.

Tulip St.

E
x
is

ti
n

g
 P

a
rk

 

a
n

d
 R

id
e
 L

o
t

O
v
e

rh
e
a

d
 P

e
d

e
s
tr

ia
n

 

W
a
lk

w
a
y

N
orthdale Blvd.

B
N

S
F

 M
a

in
li
n

e
 T

ra
c
k
s

B
N

S
F

 M
a

in
te

n
a

n
c
e

 R
o

a
d

S
ta

ti
o

n
 S

iz
e
:

9
.6

 A
c
re

s
 ±

P
a

rk
 a

n
d

 R
id

e
:

4
6
0
 S

p
a

c
e
s

D
ro

p
-o

ff
 a

n
d

 R
id

e

S
h

e
lt

e
r 

(t
y
p

)

B
u

s
 P

a
rk

in
g

4
2
5

 f
t.

 S
id

e
 P

la
tf

o
rm

W
ed

g
ew

o
o
d
 D

r.

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.4

C
O

O
N

 R
A

P
I
D

S
 S

T
A

T
I
O

N
 P

L
A

N

L
il

y
 S

t.



E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.5

A
N

O
K

A
 S

T
A

T
I
O

N
 P

L
A

N



E
x
is

ti
n

g
 P

a
rk

 a
n

d
 

R
id

e
 F

a
c
il
it
y

(3
1
1

 S
p

a
c
e
s
)

(M
u

lt
i-

F
a

m
il
y

 H
o

u
s
in

g
 

D
e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t)

Twin Lakes Boulevard

171st A
ven

ue

173rd
 A

ve
nueD

e
te

n
ti

o
n

 B
a
s

in

B
N

S
F

 M
a

in
te

n
a

n
c
e

 R
o

a
d

B
N

S
F

 M
a

in
li
n

e
 T

ra
c
k
s

S
h

e
lt

e
r 

(t
y
p

)

S
ta

ti
o

n
 S

iz
e
:

1
3
.2

 A
c

re
s
 ±

B
u

s
 P

a
rk

in
g

D
ro

p
-o

ff
 a

n
d

 R
id

e
:

P
a

rk
 a

n
d

 R
id

e
:

7
5
4
 S

p
a

c
e
s

4
2
5

 f
t.

 S
id

e
 P

la
tf

o
rm

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.6

E
L

K
 R

I
V

E
R

 S
T

A
T

I
O

N
 P

L
A

N



T
H

 1
0

E
x
is

ti
n

g
 P

a
rk

a
n

d
 P

o
o

l

(9
7
 s

p
a
c
e
s
)

M
a
in

t.
 F

a
c
il
it

y
 A

c
c
e
s
s
 R

o
a
d

Site Access Road

S
ta

ti
o

n
 S

iz
e

:

5
.9

 A
c

re
s

 ±

D
ro

p
-o

ff
 a

n
d

 R
id

e

P
a

rk
 a

n
d

 R
id

e
:

4
0

0
 S

p
a
c
e
s

B
u

s
 P

a
rk

in
g

B
N

S
F

 M
a
in

li
n

e
 T

ra
c
k
s

County Road 43

4
2

5
 f

t.
 S

id
e
 P

la
tf

o
rm

S
h

e
lt

e
r 

(t
y

p
)

E
x

is
ti

n
g

D
e
te

n
ti

o
n

 B
a
s
in

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.7

B
I
G

 L
A

K
E

 S
T

A
T

I
O

N
 P

L
A

N



E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 A
S

S
E

S
S

M
E

N
T

N
O

R
T

H
S

T
A

R
 C

O
R

R
I
D

O
R

 D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
F

IG
U

R
E

 3
.8

T
R

A
C

K
 C

A
P

A
C

I
T

Y
 I

M
P

R
O

V
E

M
E

N
T

S
 

E
V

A
L

U
A

T
E

D
 I

N
 E

A



FIGURE 3.9

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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3.0 ALTERNATIVES

Figures referenced in Section 3.0 are included at the end of this section.

3.1 Proposed/Revised Preferred Alternative

The proposed project consists of two modal elements: commuter rail and LRT. The commuter rail

component would begin in downtown Minneapolis and extend northwest through Hennepin,

Anoka, and Sherburne counties to Big Lake, Minnesota, a total distance of approximately 40.1

miles. The majority of the route is on BNSF’s Chicago to Seattle transcontinental line (Figure 3.1).

With the planned capacity improvements, the entire commuter rail route will be double-tracked,

allowing commuter trains to run concurrently with 35 to 60 freight trains per day. Signals will be

upgraded, with the entire commuter rail route using the centralized train control (CTC) system

upon completion. BNSF will dispatch and may also operate the commuter rail trains. The Federal

Railroad Administration (FRA) Class 4 track will allow passenger speeds up to 79 miles per hour

and freight speeds up to 60 miles per hour. The boarding platforms will be located within BNSF

right-of-way and, in most locations the commuter trains will stop directly on the BNSF mainline

tracks to board passengers. The two terminal stations will include off-line platforms where

boarding will occur from siding tracks.

Five trains will run in the peak direction on weekday mornings and afternoons at half-hour

intervals. Three trains will run in the reverse-peak direction during those periods. One train will

run in each direction during midday. There are a total of 18 trains per weekday, nine in each

direction. There will be three trains, in each direction, or six trains per day, on weekends and

holidays.

Stations will be located in downtown Minneapolis, Fridley, Coon Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk

River, and Big Lake (See Table 3.1). All stations, except downtown Minneapolis will contain

park-and-ride lots.

Commuter rail rolling stock obtained for the project will be maintained at a maintenance facility

and storage site located adjacent to the end-of-line station in Big Lake. The commuter rail fleet

will consist of five locomotives, six cab coaches, and twelve trailer coaches.

The LRT component includes a four-block connection from the downtown Minneapolis

Intermodal Station to the Hiawatha LRT Warehouse District Station. The connection will provide

a transit link from the Northstar Corridor to downtown Minneapolis and beyond to the Hubert. H.

Humphrey Metro dome, Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, and the Mall of America.

The LRT connection will conform to Hiawatha LRT design standards. The intermodal station will

offer vertical circulation, with a stairway, escalator, and elevator between the commuter rail

station on the lower level and the LRT station on the 5
th

 Street Bridge (one level above).

Two light rail vehicles (LRVs) will be procured to maintain desired frequencies over the

Hiawatha Line when LRT is extended to the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station.

Construction of the project is proposed to occur between 2007 and 2009.
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3.1.1 Alternative Evaluation Process

This section provides a more detailed discussion regarding the proposed changes to the system

elements of the preferred alternative evaluated in the FEIS and the revised preferred alternative

evaluated in the EA. Please refer to Table 1.2 for a summary of the primary reasons for the

specific system element changes.

Stations

The MOS of the preferred alternative defined and evaluated in the FEIS included the following

stations and site characteristics.

Table 3.1 — Stations (MOS) of Preferred Alternative

Station Location Site Size Park-and-Ride Lot Stormwater Ponds

Downtown Minneapolis 0.7 acre 0 No

Minneapolis Northeast 1.1 acres 0 No

Fridley 10.2 acres 595 spaces Two Stormwater Detention

Basins

Coon Rapids - Foley 4.62 acres 248 spaces On-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin

Coon Rapids - Riverdale 9.77 acres overall/

7.72 acres developed

453 spaces Commuter Coach facility

Anoka 4.95 acres 258 spaces Off-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin

Elk River 13.16 acres/11.2 acres developed 731 spaces On-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin

Big Lake and Layover

Facility (MOS)

8.46 acres/4.1 Developed 400 spaces On-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin (west)

The revised preferred alternative evaluated in the EA includes the following stations and site

characteristics.

Table 3.2 — Stations of Revised Preferred Alternative

Station Location

(Figure #) Site Size

Park-and-Ride Lot

(# of spaces) Stormwater Ponds

Downtown Minneapolis

(Figure 3.2)

0.7 acre 0 No

Fridley

(Figure 3.3)

3.7 acres (West)

4.8 acres (East)

281 (West)

337 (East)

On-site Stormwater

Detention Basin (west and

east sides)

Coon Rapids-Riverdale

(Figure 3.4)

9.6 acres

7.0 acres currently developed

460 spaces Drains to Existing On-Site

Pond

Anoka

(Figure 3.5)

The exact configuration of the parking

facility is to be determined by the City

of Anoka. The site size of 4.95 acres

defined and evaluated in the FEIS

reflects station facilities on both the

north and south sides of the tracks.

Figure 3.5 reflects the general site area

proposed by the City of Anoka for the

parking facility (south side of tracks).

The City of Anoka is

taking the lead in the

development of a parking

structure at this station

(up to 450 spaces/

2 level structure).

The Northstar Project is a

funding partner for the

proposed parking structure

at the Anoka Station.

Off-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin

(to be constructed as part of
the Northstar Corridor Rail
Project)

Elk River

(Figure 3.6)

13.2 acres

9.5 acres currently developed

754 spaces On-Site Stormwater

Detention Basin

Big Lake/Layover Facility

(Figure 3.7)

5.9 acres (station)

3.9 acres (roadway connection to

maintenance facility)

400 spaces On-site Stormwater

Detention Basin
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Table 3.3 presents the cumulative distance for the proposed MOS stations of the revised preferred

alternative, along with cumulative travel times for the system.

Table 3.3 — Northstar Cumulative Station Distance and Travel Times

Proposed Station Distance Minutes (cumulative)

Downtown Minneapolis 0 0

Fridley 9.2 16

Coon Rapids - Riverdale 18.2 24

Anoka 20.3 27

Elk River 29.9 35

Big Lake 40.1 43

Track Improvements

Both the DEIS and the FEIS each included a specific section that identified potential track

improvements. The most noteworthy change from the DEIS to FEIS stage, was the removal of the

Coon Creek siding from MP 18.8 to 20.7 and third main track from MP 15.6 to 20.7. With the

removal of the Coon Creek siding/third main, all of the proposed track improvements were

assumed to be within existing BNSF right-of-way (See figure in Appendix A.2).

A summary of the BNSF required track improvements for the revised preferred alternative is

reflected in Table 3.4. For comparison, the track improvements evaluated in the EIS are included

as a reference. Based on the proposed improvements included in the BNSF Agreement, the

impact evaluation included in this EA will be limited to the proposed third mainline from MP

15.1 to MP 21.1 (see Figure 3.8 for the location of the third mainline improvements). The third

mainline would be located in the cities of Fridley and Coon Rapids, from just south of I-694 to

just north of Coon Rapids Boulevard. Mn/DOT and the NCDA will continue to work with the

BNSF regarding specific right-of-way requirements associated with improvements at the

Northtown Yard.

Table 3.4 — Summary of Proposed Track Improvements under the Revised Preferred Alternative

Item

Number
1

Description Defined in EIS*

New Evaluation Required

Based on Design

Modification/Change in

Surrounding Area

1 Construct Double Track Through Northtown Yard

(43
rd

 Avenue to 35
th
 Avenue) with Double

Crossover at 43
rd

. Construct replacement of

May Brothers Lead Track

Yes BNSF ROW limits in this area

currently being confirmed

2 Install CTC Signaling System from Elk River to

Coon Creek on Staples Subdivision

CTC signal locations not

defined/evaluated in EIS as they

would be located within existing

ROW

No

3 Install CTC Signaling System from Big Lake to

Elk River on Staples Subdivision

CTC signal locations not

defined/evaluated in EIS as they

would be located within existing

ROW

No

4 Install CTC Signaling System from Harrison

Street to Holden Street on Wayzata Subdivision

CTC signal locations not

defined/evaluated in EIS as they

would be located within existing

ROW

No

Continued
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Item

Number
1

Description Defined in EIS*

New Evaluation Required

Based on Design

Modification/Change in

Surrounding Area

5 Construct Double Crossovers at Elk River (MP

39.3) and Ramsey (MP 29.3)

Yes No

6 Construct Double Crossovers at Big Lake MP 45.1

or MP 43.5

Yes No

7 Construct Double Crossovers at MP 32.9 on

Staples Subdivision

Yes No

10 Upgrade “Old Main 2” on Midway Subdivision  Yes No

11 Upgrade Siding from Holden Street to Harrison

Street to Mainline and Extend Double Track

Through West Leg of the Minneapolis Jct. Wye

Yes No

12 Construct Crossover at MP 11.3 on Wayzata

Subdivision to Allow Eastbound Commuter Trains

to Cross Over into the Depot

Yes No

13 Extend Double Track from Minneapolis Jct. Wye

to St. Anthony on Midway Subdivision

Yes No

14 Upgrade Crossover at MP 11.11 on Midway

Subdivision

Yes No

15 Upgrade Main 3 on Staples Subdivision West of

University (MP 11.7 to MP 12.5)

Yes No

16 Extend Midway Subdivision Main 2 from MP

11.7 to MP 12.3

Yes No

19 Construct Third Main from Coon Creek to

Interstate (just south of I-694)

(MP 15.1 to MP 21.1)

Third Main on west (railroad south) side from MP

15.1 to approximately MP 16.6.

Third Main on east (railroad north) side from

approximately MP 16.6 to MP 21.1.

DEIS identified and evaluated the

Coon Creek Siding (MP 18.8 to

20.7) on the east (railroad north)

side of existing mainline and

Third Main Track from MP 15.6

to 20.7 (5.1 miles) on the west

(railroad south) side of mainline

track.

Third Main and siding were not

included in the preferred

alternative identified and

evaluated in the FEIS

Yes

20 Connect South Runner as Continuous Track from

Interstate to Main 1 on the St. Paul Subdivision at

University

Yes No

21 Construct Additional Tracks for Lost Capacity on

the Wayzata Sub between MP 11.9 and 12.6

No No — tracks will be located

within existing BNSF ROW

* The impact evaluation included in the EIS was limited to proposed improvements that would be located outside the existing BNSF right-of-way.

Based on track improvements defined at the time the EIS was prepared, the impact analysis was limited to the proposed third mainline from MP 15.6

to 20.7 and the Coon Creek Siding from MPs 18.8 to 20.7.

1
  Item numbers reflect the BNSF numbering scheme for required capacity improvements per agreement with the NCDA.
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As presented in Tables 1.2 and 3.4, the third main is proposed to be located on the west (railroad

south) side from MP 15.1 to 16.6, then transition to the east (railroad north) side of the mainline

at MP 16.6. The proposed third main would then be located on the east (railroad north) side to its

end point at MP 21.1. This alignment location was defined and evaluated to avoid and/or

minimize impacts to the surrounding social and environmental resources in the area. Specifically,

the proposed alignment reduces potential noise, right-of-way, wetland, floodplain, and

parkland/trail (4(f)/6(f)) impacts previously documented in the DEIS, when the third main was

proposed to be located on the west (railroad south) side of the mainline.

Figure 3.8 illustrates the capacity improvements under evaluation in the EA. Figure 3.9 presents

the typical cross sections of the proposed capacity improvements.

Vehicle Maintenance Facility

The DEIS identified and evaluated three alternative vehicle maintenance facility sites, including

Big Lake, Elk River North, and Elk River South.

The preferred alternative in the FEIS identified a vehicle maintenance facility south of the Elk

River station site (Elk River South). The design developed at the time of the FEIS indicated that

the main and shop leads would be partially within existing BNSF right-of-way. Approximately 28

acres of land would therefore be needed for the construction of the balance of the facility.

To avoid deadheading trains from Elk River South to the end of the line at Big Lake, the Big

Lake site has been identified as the revised preferred site. The total site for the vehicle

maintenance facility, layover facility, and relocated Big Lake station would be approximately

37.5 acres (See Figure 3.10).

Functions at the vehicle maintenance facility would be the same as those evaluated in the

DEIS/FEIS, including:

• Main lead track to station for passenger boarding and deboarding

• Shop lead track for vehicle access to shop complex

• Vehicle maintenance building

• Train wash building

• Employee parking

• Train vehicle storage

LRT Track Connection and Station

The FEIS identified and evaluated a Hiawatha LRT extension on the north side 5
th
 Street from 3

rd

Avenue North to the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal Station (tail tracks extending to 6
th

Avenue North). As noted in Table 1.2, the ROD indicated that a transportation mitigation

measure for the LRT alignment on 5
th
 Street North would be investigating the possibility of

locating the LRT tracks on the south side of 5
th
 Street North, northwest of 3

rd
 Avenue North

(See figures in Appendix A.2).

The revised preferred alternative evaluated in the EA includes an LRT extension on the south side

of 5
th
 Street from 3

rd
 Avenue North to the Downtown Minneapolis Intermodal station, with rail

tracks extending to 6
th
 Avenue North (See Figures 3.2 and 3.11).
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3.2 Capital Costs and Local Financial Commitment

As part of the preliminary engineering efforts for the Northstar Corridor Rail project, capital cost

estimates were prepared and included in the FEIS. The capital costs included the following: right-

of-way, right-of-way preparation, structures, trackwork, pavements/parking lots, and grade

crossings, signals and electrification, rail vehicles, art in transit, contingencies, and engineering/

administration/construction management. The capital cost estimates presented in the FEIS are

summarized in Table 3.5.

Table 3.5 — Capital Cost Summary from FEIS (December 2002)

Total Project Cost

(MOS – Downtown Minneapolis to

Big Lake)

Total Project Cost

(Downtown Minneapolis to Rice)

Item Description 2001 Dollars 2005 Dollars 2001 Dollars 2005 Dollars

Northstar Corridor

Commuter Rail

$214,292,600 $238,390,500 $243,263,100 $270,618,800

Intermodal Connector

(1
st
 Avenue North to

5
th

 Avenue North)*

$21,017,700 $23,380,100 $21,016,700 $23,280,100

Total $235,309,300 $261,770,600 $264,279,800 $293,998,900

* The Northstar Corridor FEIS evaluated the proposed Hiawatha LRT connection from 3
rd

 Avenue North to the proposed Intermodal Station

in downtown Minneapolis. The impacts and mitigation measures associated with the LRT line from 1
st
 Avenue North to 3

rd
 Avenue North

were documented in the Hiawatha LRT FEIS Reevaluation and ROD (April 2000).

Table 3.6 presents a summary of the capital cost estimate for the revised preferred alternative

(Year of Expenditure).

Table 3.6 — Capital Cost Estimate, Revised Preferred Alternative – Downtown Minneapolis to

Big Lake (Year of Expenditure)

Cost Category Total (millions)

Guideway and Track Elements $43.86

Stations, Stops, Terminals, and Intermodal Facilities $16.19

Support Facilities: Yards, Shops, and Administration Buildings $23.32

Sitework and Special Conditions $18.34

Systems $41.11

ROW, Land, and Existing Improvements $9.44

Vehicles $71.43

Professional Services $38.48

Unallocated Contingency $25.62

Finance Charges $1.26

Total $289.05

The 2005 Minnesota Legislature passed a bonding bill that included $37.5 million for the

Northstar Corridor Rail project. The bill was signed into law on April 11, 2005 by Governor Tim

Pawlenty.

In addition to these funds, the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities committed $2.5 million to

the project and the NCDA Capital Partners committed over $44 million. The combined non-

federal commitment to date is over $85 million.

The non-federal share of the estimated project capital costs is approximately $144 million.
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3.3 Revised Operating Plan and Costs

The Northstar Corridor FEIS (Section 2.8, page 2-34) identifies the total annual operating costs

for the full regional commuter rail system (and regional bus service) to be $15 million in fiscal

year 2005 for the corridor defined as Downtown Minneapolis to Rice, and $11.1 million for the

MOS (Downtown Minneapolis to Big Lake).

The proposed modifications to the preferred alternative reflect commuter rail service between Big

Lake and downtown Minneapolis, along with some modifications to the corridor bus service. As

noted previously, proposed station stops include:

• Downtown Minneapolis

• Fridley

• Anoka

• Coon Rapids – Riverdale

• Elk River

• Big Lake

Proposed commuter rail patterns in the peak periods are as follows:

• Big Lake to Minneapolis – All stops, 2-trips in both directions

• Elk River to Minneapolis – All stops, 2-trips in the peak direction

• Anoka to Minneapolis – All stops, 1-trip in both directions

In the peak periods, there will be five peak-direction and three reverse peak-direction trips. There

will also be one proposed midday round trip between downtown Minneapolis and Big Lake. This

plan results in 18 one-way trips each weekday. Weekend and holiday service would consist of

three round trips; with two round trips (morning and evening) between downtown Minneapolis

and Big Lake and one round trip (midday) between downtown Minneapolis and Elk River.

Based on analysis completed in July 2005, the annual project system operating cost in year 2005

dollars is $10.9 million.

3.4 Ridership

The FEIS identified year 2020 average daily ridership at 9,485 for the MOS (downtown

Minneapolis to Big Lake), and 10,829 for the full build out system from downtown Minneapolis

to Rice (see Table 2.8-1; page 2-34 of the FEIS). The MOS identified in the FEIS, included eight

station locations (Downtown Minneapolis, Minneapolis Northeast, Fridley, Coon Rapids-Foley,

Coon Rapids-Riverdale, Anoka, Elk River, and Big Lake).

Since the publication of the FEIS, Mn/DOT, the NCDA, Metropolitan Council, and the FTA have

been working on refining the ridership projections for the proposed system. Additionally, the

revised ridership forecasts reflect the removal of the Minneapolis Northeast and Coon Rapids-

Foley station locations.
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Table 3.7 presents a summary of the current ridership forecasts for the revised Northstar Corridor

preferred alternative. The ridership model is continuing to be enhanced and refined to more

accurately reflect the anticipated ridership.

Table 3.7 — Northstar Commuter Rail Daily Ridership for Revised Preferred Alternative

Inbound plus Outbound

Boarding by Station of Origin

Station

2009 (Opening Year)

Ridership 2025 Ridership

Big Lake 450 620

Elk River 570 790

Anoka 190 270

Coon-Rapids- Riverdale 550 770

Fridley 350 490

Downtown Minneapolis 1,920 2,650

Total 4,030 5,590



FI
G

U
R

E 
6.

1
R

IC
E

 C
R

E
E

K
 W

E
ST

 R
E

G
IO

N
A

L 
TR

A
IL

M
IS

SI
SS

IP
PI

 R
IV

E
R

 R
E

G
IO

N
A

L
 T

R
A

IL
 IN

 G
EN

ER
A

L 
PR

O
JE

C
T 

A
R

EA

EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TA

L 
A

SS
ES

SM
EN

T
N

O
RT

H
ST

A
R 

CO
R

RI
D

O
R 

D
EV

EL
O

PM
EN

T 
A

U
TH

O
R

IT
Y



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
NORTHSTAR CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FIGURE 6.2

POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO RICE CREEK TRAIL
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APPENDIX A

A.1 Supporting Materials
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Northstar Corridor Record of Decision, December 2002

(includes Programmatic Agreement)
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Letters of Correspondence
• Minnesota Natural Heritage Letter, November 17, 2005

• Mn/DOT Letter (Kristen Zschomler), November 21, 2005

• Mn/DOT Letter (Greg Busacker), December 2005

• SHPO Letter (Dennis Gimmestad), December 19, 2005
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Station Area Development Summary
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City of Anoka Resolution and CRTV Concept Plan
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Table 5.1-4 — Summary of Peak-Hour Intersection

Level of Service (AM/PM) from the FEIS
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APPENDIX A

A.2 Figures from the FEIS

• Preferred Alternative Evaluated in FEIS

• Minimum Operable Segment

• Downtown Minneapolis Site Plan

• Fridley Site Plan (2 figures)

• Coon Rapid-Riverdale Site Plan

• Anoka Site Plan

• Elk River Site Plan

• Big Lake Site Plan (MOS of Preferred Alternative)

• Vehicle Maintenance Facility – Elk River South

• Summary of Track Capacity Improvements Evaluated in EIS

• Hiawatha LRT Connection with Northstar Corridor

• LRT Typical Cross Section Between 3
rd

 Avenue and 5
th
 Avenue North

• Minneapolis Warehouse Historic District Boundaries

• Wetlands #10, 11, 12, and 13

• Wetlands #16

• Wetlands #17

• Floodplain Impacts Identified in the DEIS (Commuter Rail Alternative)

• Corridorwide Noise Monitoring Locations

• Noise Monitoring Sites and Sensitive Receivers (4 Figures)

• Studied Intersection Geometric and Traffic Control, Minneapolis Downtown

Station and Intermodal Connector


















































