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First some basic questions – how many of you have been to a rural/developing country? Which ones?
What % of U.S. companies do you think export?



 Minnesota Agriculture - 
The Big Picture 

• Minnesota Population: 5.3 million 
(rural 27%, urban 73%) 

• Farmland: 
 27 million acres 
 (53% of total land area) 
• Number of farms: 
 79,800 
• Average farm size: 
 336 acres 

 



 Minnesota Agriculture  
• Agricultural marketing: $18.5 billion (2011) 
 National ranking: No. 6 

– Crops: $11.5 billion (62% of total) 
– Livestock: $7 billion (38% of total) 

 

• Major crops: 
 Corn, soybeans, sugarbeets, 
 wheat, potatoes, hay 
 

• Major livestock: 
 Hogs, dairy, beef, poultry 



What do we produce, and where? 

■ Forest area 

■ Sugarbeets, wheat 

■ Cash grains 

■ Dairy, cattle, crops 

■ Crops, hogs 

■ Crops, dairy, hogs 

■ Metro area 



Minnesota is a giant among 
U.S. agricultural states 

 
• 5th largest producer of ag products overall 
• No. 5 in crop production 
• No. 7 in livestock production 
• Top 10 in more than 20 agricultural products 

– #1 in turkey, sugar beets, oats, sweet corn and green peas 
for processing 

– #2 in wild rice 
– #3 in soybeans, hogs, spring wheat, canola,  
– #4 in corn, dry edible beans, flaxseed 
– #5 in sunflowers, ice cream, mink pellets  
– #6 in milk, red meat, cheese, honey 
– #7 in potatoes 
– #9 in barley, cattle 



Minnesota Agriculture 
Agricultural Marketing: 

%-share by sector 



1 out of every 3 farm acres in 
Minnesota is EXPORTED 

 



MN is the 6th largest ag exporting state! 

 



Minnesota Commodity Exports –  
Major Markets 
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Soybeans, corn, wheat and livestock represent 90% of all MN ag exports.

The flag sizes represent the relative sizes of the markets. 



Fortune 500/ 
Processing companies 
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We also export value-added, processed food straight to other countries

You might be surprised to know that MN companies produce everything from kettle corn to potato chips to pasta sauces and gelato!

About 1,000 processed food companies



Animal Feed Mission to 
Vietnam - 2011 
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Just for fun, some pictures of what we do at MDA…



India Market Consulting and 
Buyers Mission 

 



Gulfood - 2013 

 



THANKS! 
 
 

Christina Connelly 
651-201-6220 

christina.connelly@state.mn.us 
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