Northern Lights Express Passenger Rail Project from Minneapolis to Duluth, Minnesota
Findings of Fact and Conclusions Public Involvement

Appendix A. Public Involvement

I
m"o NORTHERN LIGHTS EXPRESS

TRANSPORTATION



Northern Lights Express Passenger Rail Project from Minneapolis to Duluth, Minnesota
Findings of Fact and Conclusions Public Involvement

Public Meeting Record

Meeting Format

Three public meetings were held for the Northern Lights Express Project in May 2017. The purpose of these
public meetings was to give attendees an opportunity to provide comments on the recently released Tier 2
Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) and talk with project staff. Attendees reviewed display boards
discussing potential environmental impacts and an overview of the NLX Project status and schedule. Handouts
were available and project staff were on hand to provide project updates and answer questions.

Meeting locations were selected to reach three main areas of
the corridor on the north end, south end, and middle. Meetings
were held in Coon Rapids, Sandstone, and Duluth, Minnesota.

Each meeting was two hours in length and conducted in an open
house format with visual display boards, maps, and
hard/electronic copies of the Tier 2 EA. Attendees were
provided with the opportunity to submit written comments or
provide verbal testimony to a court reporter. Staff from the
Minnesota Department of Transportation, Wisconsin
Department of Transportation (in Duluth), Minneapolis-
Duluth/Superior Passenger Rail Alliance, cities and project
consultants were available to answer questions.

Attendees reviewing environmental
document in Sandstone, MN

Attendance
There were 85 total attendees at the public meetings. Meeting and attendee information is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Open House Attendance

Day/Time Location Attendance

May 16, 2017 Sandstone Senior Center 17; 1 media
5:30-7:30 p.m. Sandstone, MN

May 17, 2017 Duluth Depot 44; 2 media
5:30-7:30 p.m. Duluth, MN

May 18, 2017 Coon Rapids Civic Center 24; 1 media
5:30-7:30 p.m. Coon Rapids, MN

Total 85 attendees; 4 media

*

Attendance figures based on participants who signed in and does not include staff.
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Notification

Notification of the public meetings was provided on the NLX website, through the project email list, MnDOT
social media — reaching over 34,000 people — and through the NLX Alliance website, email list and social media
— reaching over 5,000 people. In addition, a public meeting announcement was sent to individual stakeholders
throughout the corridor, which included representatives of cities, counties, chambers of commerce, local
organizations and media outlets. All stakeholders were encouraged to forward the public meeting notice and
to post it on agency/organization websites and social media sites.

Legal notices regarding the release of the Tier 2 EA and
promotion of the public meetings were published in the
Duluth News Tribune and Superior Telegram on May 2 and
Star Tribune on May 7. Additional display ads were
published in the Isanti County News (May 3), Pine City
Pioneer (May 4), Hinckley News (May 4), Anoka County
Herald (May 5), Duluth News Tribune (May 7), Superior
Telegram (May 7), and the Star Tribune (May 7).

Television media outlets that covered the meeting included
the WDIO News — Channel 10 — Duluth, MN; KBJR Channel 6
— Duluth, MN; and CTN Studios — Coon Rapids, MN along Media coverage of public meeting in Duluth, MN

with the Askov American Newspaper outlet.

Information Presented

At the public meetings, information was provided on display boards regarding the environmental review
process, along with potential environmental impacts and findings including socioeconomic and community
resources; threatened and endangered species; transportation; noise and vibration; parks and recreation; 4(f)
properties; historic properties; wetlands; and water resources. Hard copies of the Tier 2 EA were available
which allowed attendees to review maps of the corridor and where potential impacts would be located. In
addition, descriptions and maps of the layover facility in Duluth and two potential maintenance facilities in
either Sandstone or Duluth were available for viewing. Physical models of a potential station and railroad
grade crossing treatments (dual gates, dual gates with median and quad gates) were also on display.

General project information was provided via display boards including an overview of the project, current
status and anticipated schedule. Station locations, preliminary design and general amenities were also
displayed for all stations throughout the corridor.

Handouts provided at the meeting included a project overview, testimonial brochure, and railroad grade
crossing treatment overview. These handouts were available as a take-away to meeting attendees. Comment
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sheets were also provided for meeting participants to leave feedback about the project if they preferred to
leave hand written comments instead of verbal comments with the court reporter.

All open house boards and handouts are available on the project website: www.mndot.gov/nlx.

Agency and Public Comments

All meeting comments were individually gathered and responses to comments can be found in Appendix B
(Agency Comment Letters and Responses to the Tier 2 Project Level EA) and Appendix C (Public Comment
Letters and Thematic Responses to the Tier 2 Project Level EA).

Additional Information

Included in the following pages are copies of the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) Monitor
publication that announces the availability of the Tier 2 EA/EAW and provided details of the public
meeting/open house. Also included are newspaper legal notices, display ads in local papers, and the MnDOT
press release announcing the availability of the Tier 2 EA/EAW and notice of public meetings.
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520 Lafayette Road North, Saint Paul, MN 55155 - www.egb.state.mn.us
EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us - (651)-757-2873

Publication Date: April 24, 2017

Publication Schedule: Mondays at 8:00 AM
Submission Deadline: View 2017 Schedule

Vol. 41, No. 17 Use the EQB Monitor Submission Form

The EQB Monitor is a weekly
publication announcing environmental
review documents, public comment
periods and other actions of the
Environmental Quality Board. For more
information on environmental review,

please visit the EQB website.

You can manage your subscription to the
EQB Monitor here. Be sure to add
MNEQB@public.govdelivery.com to your
address book or safe sender list.

Check the EQB Calendar for more details : SOa.CSTEMEL A
on Monitor deadlines and Board Meetings. Meeting minutes, agendas and additional notices
are also posted on the EQB Website. You can also find us on Twitter and Facebook.

In this publication:

EQB Announcements

Environmental Assessment Worksheets

Environmental Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheets
Environmental Impact Statement Need Decisions

Notices

EQB Announcements

Governor's Committee on Pollinator Protection Meeting

The Governor's Committee on Pollinator Protection will meet at the Mn/DOT Office of Aeronautics (222
Plato Blvd St. Paul, MN 55107) from 9am-3pm on Thursday, April 27. Please email
Claudia.Hochstein@state.mn.us by 12 PM on Wednesday, April 26 if you plan to attend the meeting
either in person or via WebEXx. Visit https://www.egb.state.mn.us/content/april-27-2017-governors-
committee-pollinator-protection-meeting for information on the meeting.
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Environmental Assessment Worksheets

Project Title: Riverstone Addition
Comment Deadline: May 24, 2017

Project Description: Riverstone Addition is proposed on 89.44 acres of land in the southwestern part of
the City of Ramsey, Anoka County. The project will include up to 246 detached single-family homes and
98 attached townhome units. Site development will include installation of municipal sewer and water,
mass grading, and stormwater features.

Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU): City of Ramsey

RGU Contact Person:

Tim Gladhill

Community Development Director
7550 Sunwood Drive NW
Ramsey, MN 55303
763-433-9826
tgladhill@ci.ramsey.mn.us

Project Title: Afton Creek Preserve EAW
Comment Deadline: May 24, 2017

Project Description: The Afton Creek Preserve project is a 20 lot single family clustered development on
218.6 acres with 109.7 acres of conservation easement to protect Trout Brook. The development will
have individual wells and septic systems, and special vegetative buffers protecting steep slopes against
erosion. Currently no wetland impacts are planned and over 50% of the area will remain in open space.

Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU): City of Afton

RGU Contact Person:

Ron Moorse

City Administrator

3033 St. Croix Trail S

Afton, MN 55001
651-436-5090
administrator@ci.afton.mn.us

Environmental Assessment/Environmental Assessment
Worksheets

Project Title: Northern Lights Express (NLX) Passenger Rail
Project from Minneapolis to Duluth, Minnesota Tier 2 Project
Level Environmental Assessment

Project Description: The proposed project includes constructing the necessary infrastructure for, and
operation of, an approximately 152-mile long, higher speed intercity passenger rail service between
Minneapolis and Duluth, Minnesota, a portion of which will travel through Douglas County in Wisconsin,
and that will reach speeds up to 90 miles per hour. Stations are proposed in six communities:
Minneapolis, Coon Rapids, Cambridge, Hinckley, and Duluth in Minnesota and Superior in Wisconsin. In
addition, the proposed NLX Project would include one maintenance facility and one layover facility. These
facilities may be on separate sites in Sandstone and Duluth, or co-located on one site in Duluth.
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The Tier 2 EA includes documentation on the preliminary Section 106 findings regarding historic
properties. The Tier 2 EA document also includes information on the Section 4(f) impacts and the
preliminary de minimis findings, i.e., that adverse impacts to parks and recreation facilities and
recreational trails would not result from the proposed project. Any comments received regarding this
issue during the public comment period will be taken by the Federal Railroad Administration in making its
final de minimis determination.

Copies of the Tier 2 EA, which documents the purpose and need of the project, along with the anticipated
social, economic, transportation, and environmental impacts, are available for public review beginning
April 24, 2017, at the following locations:

On the MnDOT website at http://www.mndot.gov/nlx

MnDOT Library, MNnDOT Transportation Building, 395 John Ireland Boulevard, St. Paul, MN
55155-1800

e  Cambridge Public Library 244 South Birch Street, Cambridge, MN 55008

e Coon Rapids Crooked Lake Branch Library, 11440 Crooked Lake Boulevard NW, Coon Rapids,
MN 55433

Duluth Public Library, 520 W. Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55802

Hennepin County Library — Minneapolis Central, Environmental Conservation Library, 300
Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401-1992

e Hinckley Public Library, 106 First Street SE, Hinckley, MN 55037
e  Sandstone Public Library, 119 N. Fourth Street, Sandstone, MN 55072
e Superior Public Library, 1530 Tower Avenue, Superior, MN 54880

To request a document in an alternative format call 651-366-4718 or email ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us.

To afford an opportunity for all interested person, agencies and groups to comment on the Tier 2 EA,
public meetings are scheduled as follows:

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Sandstone Senior Center

206 Main Street

Sandstone, MN 55072

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Duluth Depot

506 W. Michigan Street

Duluth, MN 55802

Thursday, May 18, 2017 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Coon Rapids Civic Center

11155 Robinson Drive NW

Coon Rapids, MN 55433

The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet requirements under Wisconsin
Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11, Distribution and Review of Environmental Documents. The
format and information provided at the Duluth meeting will be the same as the meetings in Sandstone
and Coon Rapids.

To request an ASL interpreter call 651-366-4720. To request other reasonable accommodations, call
651-366-4718; the Minnesota Relay Service toll-free at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY, Voice or ASCII) or 711, or
email your request to ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us.

Copies of the Tier 2 EA are being distributed to agencies on the current MEQB list and others. The
comment period will begin on April 24, 2017. Comments will be accepted through May 24, 2017, and may
be submitted online at nix.dot@state.mn.us or in writing to the MNnDOT Project Manager listed below.

Project Proposer: Minnesota Department of Transportation

Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU): Minnesota Department of Transportation
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RGU Contact Person:

Francis Loetterle

Project Manager

Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS 470
Saint Paul, MN 55155-1800
651-366-3194

nix.dot@state.mn.us

Environmental Impact Statement Need Decisions

The noted responsible governmental unit has determined the following project does not require
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement. The dates given are, respectively, the date of the
determination and the date the Environmental Assessment Worksheet notice was published in the EQB

Monitor.

e Renville County, Zaske Gravel Mine, 4-11-17 (2-20-17)

Notices

Minnesota Department of Agriculture - Notification of Releases of
Genetically Engineered Organisms

MDA x .
y:lip 2 . t r ]
Notification Applican Crop Project Category County(s)
17-NO-22 Pioneer Hi- Corn 00 - Transformation Frequency Blue Earth (1) -
Bred MG — Selectable Marker 10 acres, Blue
International Earth (2) 25
acres

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, filed a Notification for Release of a Genetically Engineered Organism with
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, MDA notification number 17-NO-22. Notification is for
genetically modified corn, pending USDA-APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) approval for
the environmental release of transgenic corn, referenced as Application Number 17-038-103rm-al. For
additional information contact Clifford Watrin, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 625 Robert St N., St.
Paul, MN 55155, 651-201-6531, clifford.watrin@state.mn.us

No;‘\i:ilc);\tion Applicant Crop Project Category County(s)
17-NO-23 Dow Comn IR = Insect Resistance Fillmore (2),
AgroSciences HT — Herbicide Tolerance Nicollet,
Ottertall,

Renville, Sibley,
Stearns, Wilkin —
up to 10 acres
each

Dow AgroSciences, filed a Notification for Release of a Genetically Engineered Organism with the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, MDA notification number 17-NO-23. Notification is for genetically
modified corn, pending USDA-APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) approval for the
environmental release of transgenic corn, referenced as Application Number 17-081-102n. For additional
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information contact Clifford Watrin, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 625 Robert St N., St. Paul, MN
55155, 651-201-6531, clifford.watrin@state.mn.us

MDA 2 :

Notification Applicant Crop Project Category County(s)
17-NO-24 Syngenta Corn AP = Agronomic Properties Dakota,
17-NO-25 Crop Faribault,

Protection HT — Herbicide Tolerant Goodhue,
LLC. IR — Insect Resistant Mower (2), Rice,

Waseca - Up to
10 acres each
site

Syngenta LLC., filed a Notification for Release of a Genetically Engineered Organism with the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture, MDA notification number 17-NO-24, and 17-NO-25. Notification is for
genetically modified corn, pending USDA-APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) approval for
the environmental release of transgenic corn, referenced as Application Number 17-083-108n and 17-
086-105n. For additional information contact Clifford Watrin, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 625
Robert St N., St. Paul, MN 55155, 651-201-6531, clifford.watrin@state.mn.us

MDA z 2
o 2 é t 4 18]
Notification Applican Crop Project Category County(s)
17-NO-26 Nuseed Canola PQ - Processing Quality Benton - 10
Americas MG — Selectable Markers acres

Nuseed Americas, filed a Notification for Release of a Genetically Engineered Organism with the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, MDA notification number 17-NO-26. Notification is for genetically
modified canola, pending USDA-APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) approval for the
environmental release of transgenic canola, referenced as Application Number 17-096-103n. For

additional information contact Clifford Watrin, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 625 Robert St N., St.

Paul, MN 55155, 651-201-6531, clifford.watrin@state.mn.us

No;:t!i?;\tion Applicant Crop Project Category County(s)
17-NO-27 Pioneer Hi- Corn 00 - Transformation Frequency Blue Earth (1) =
Bred HT — Herbicide Tolerance 10 acres, Blue
International IR — Insect Resistance Earth (2) 25
acres

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, filed a Notification for Release of a Genetically Engineered Organism with
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, MDA notification number 17-NO-27. Notification is for
genetically modified corn, pending USDA-APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory Services (BRS) approval for
the environmental release of transgenic corn, referenced as Application Number 17-074-102rm. For

additional information contact Clifford Watrin, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 625 Robert St N., St.

Paul, MN 55155, 651-201-6531, clifford.watrin@state.mn.us
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MINNESOTA PROJECT NO. STATE PROJECT NO.__ TCP-NLX-128

TRUNK HIGHWAY NO. OR LOCAL AGENCY ROUTE NO.

Being a passenger rail project between Minneapolis and Duluth, Minnesota, in Hennepin, Anoka,
Isanti, Kanabec, Pine, Carlton, and St. Louis in the State of Minnesota and Douglas County in
Wisconsin.

In conformance with the requirements of SECTION 128, TITLE 23, UNITED STATES CODE, the
undersigned does hereby certify that

the public has been afforded an opportunity for a public hearing, or
__X___ apublic hearing was held
and that consideration has been given to the social and economic effects of the project, its
impact on the environment, and its consistency with the goals and objectives of such urban
planning as has been promuigated by the community.

The public was advised of the

objectives of such a hearing, the procedures for requesting a hearing, the deadline for the
submission of such a request, or

_ X___ time, place, and objectives of the hearing

by notices published in news media having a general circulation within the area of said project.
Affidavit(s) of such publication is (are) enclosed herewith.

The deadline date for the submission of a request for a hearing was 20__,
or

X __The hearing was held on May 16, May 17, May 18, 2017 in Sandstone, Duluth, and
Coon Rapids, Minnesota.

Signed this day of 20
Mn/DOT District Engineer

Signed ?{_/ou /]ﬂ this 22~a _ day of ﬁ;ggusg_ 2017

MnDOT PrOJe‘t,‘f\Manager
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF WISCONSIN)
SS
COUNTY OF DOUGLAS) #20955

Stephanie Pearson, of the City of Superior, in said County,
being duly sworn, says that she is the Account Executive of
Superior Telegram, Inc. publishers and printers of Superior
Telegram, a public newspaper printed and published in the
City of Superior, Douglas County, Wisconsin, and that the
notice, (of which the hereto annexed is a true and correct
printed copy from said paper) was inserted, printed and
published in said Superior Telegram for

1 Successive week(s), at least once in each week,
and in each and every number thereof: that the first
publication of said notice in said newspaper was on
the 2™ day of May, 2017 and that the last publication
was on 2™ day of _May, 2017

%h(b{ I/(k

L/écy)mt Executivé
SWd sworn to before me on this ( ::2 day of
' 14 2017.
® .
Qm%l xL)& ( A ]
P

Notary|\Public

Notary Public, Douglas County, WI

M C sion Exbi ’
on Expires ' ’7

Filed 20

Clerk of the County Court

Fee: $179.87

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
LOCATION, DESIGN and ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS AND
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A TIER 2 PROJECT LEVEL
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED
NORTHERN LIGHTS EXPRESS PASSENGER RAIL PROJECT
BETWEEN MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH, MINNESOTA

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are advised that the Minnesota
Department of Transportation will hold a public hearing as provided
by law to consider the location, design and environmental aspects of
the proposed the Northern Lights Express (NLX) Passenger Rail
Project (including those aspects that may require future application to
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers for the placement of fill materials
into waters of the United States). A Tier 2 Project Level Environmen-
tal Assessment (EA) was prepared as part of the Minnesota and
Wiscohsin state environmental review processes to fulfill the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes (Minn. Stat.) 116D and Wisconsin
Administrative Code Chapter Trans 400. The Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), MnDOT and the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (WisDOT) are responsible agencies for the Tier 2 EA
process. FRA is the federal lead agency, MnDOT is the state lead
agency and WisDOT is both a responsible agency and a cooperating
agency due to its signatory role.

The NLX Project is a proposed higher speed passenger rail project
that would provide rail service between Minneapolis and Duluth,
Minnesota. The NLX Project would travel through Douglas County
and Superior, Wisconsin. If constructed, NLX would operate on
approximately 152 miles of existing BNSF rail corridor. Stations are
proposed at Target:Field Station (Minneapolis, MN); Coon Rapids,
MN; Cambridge, MN; Hinckley, MN; Superior, WI and Duluth, MN.
The NLX Project would include one maintenance facility and one
layover facility to provide for daily service of the trains. These facilities
may be on separate sites in Sandstone, MN and Duluth, MN -or
co-located on one site in Duluth. Approximately 13 acres from 27 par-
cels, in the form of temporary and permanent easements would be
required, primarily from undeveloped land. One publicly owned
maintenance building in Hinckley, Minnesota would be relocated.

Further information concerning the proposed project is available for
inspection and copying at the WisDOT Northwest Region Office in
Superior, Wisconsin at the address given below. Information can also

be viewed online at www.mndot.gov/nlx.
The public hearing will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 2017 at the

hearing will be conducted from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Interested
persons may attend anytime between 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to
?rovide testimony. The public hearing will be an informal open house
ormat.

To request an ASL interpreter call 651-366-4720. To request other
reasonable accommodations, call 651-366-4718; the Minnesota Re-
lay Service toll-free at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY, Voice or ASCII) or 711,
or email your request to ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us. Requests for
assistance should be made no later than three working days prior to
the public hearing.

MnDOT project staff will be available for informal discussion to ex-
plain the proposed improvements and answer questions. Exhibits of

improvement will be available for review.

All interested persons are invited to attend the hearing and to present
relevant verbal and/or written testimony concerning the general
location, design aspects and the social, economic, and environmental
impacts and effects of the proposed project (including those impacts
and effects for which a future application to the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers may be required pursuant to Section 404 of the Federal
Clean Water Act); and whether the improvement is or is not in the
plubliq interest and consistent with the goals and objectives of area
planning.

It is anticipated that the relocation of a city maintenance building in
Minnesota will occur as a result of the proposed improvement. Any
person who feels that he or she may be thus affected by the proposed
improvement may obtain relocation assistance information from the
MnDOT Office of Land Management Relocation Unit at
1-888-234-1247.

The Tier 2 EA includes documentation on the preliminary Section 106
findings regarding historic properties, in accordance with National
Historic Preservation Act. Persons with an interest in or knowledge
about historical and archaeological resources in the project area are
invited to present such information at the public hearing. The Tier 2
EA document also includes information on the Section 4(f) properties
and the preliminary de minimis findings, i.e., that adverse impacts to
parks and recreation facilities and recreational trails would not result
from the proposed project. Any comments received regarding this
issue during the public comment period will be taken by FRA in
making its final de minimis determination in accordance with the
Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended. Information
on Section 106 and Section 4(f) will be available at the public hearing,
with staff available to answer questions.

Provisions have been made for the submission of written statements
or other exhibits in place of or in addition to the testimony presented
at the public hearing. This additional testimony will be included in the
hearing record if postmarked no later than Wednesday, May 24,
l201Zj.bl\/|lail this additional testimony to the project manager contact
isted below.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are further notified of the availability of
the Tier 2 Project Level EA evaluating the project's impacts and
effects, which has been prepared and filed according to the State and
National Environmental Policy Acts. This document indicates that no
sifgniﬁcant environmental impacts are anticipated to occur as a result
of this improvement. The Tier 2 Project Level ‘EA is available for
inspection and copying at the following locations:

Northwest Region Office*
Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation
1701 N. 4th Street,

Superior, WI 54880-1068

Superior Public Library
1530 Tower Avenue,
Superior, WI 54880-2563

Duluth Public Library
520 West Superior Street,
Duluth, MN 55802-1514

Bureau of Technical Services
Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation
4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 451
PO Box 7965

Madison, WI 53707-7965

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Library*
4802 Sheboygan Ave.

Room 100A, P.O. Box 7910

Madison, WI 53707-7910

*Printed copies of the draft document may be requested at these
locations. There may be a charge for this service. An online copy can
be viewed at the project website: www.mndot.qov/nlx.

Comments regarding the environmental impacts and effects of the
proposed improvements will be addressed in the final environmental
document if postmarked/received no later than Wednesday, May 24,
2017. Written comments on the Tier 2 Project Level Environmental
Assessment should be sent via U.S. mail or e-mail to the MnDOT
contact person listed below.

Francis Loetterle

Project Manager

Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS 470,

St. Paul, MN 55155

or email to plx.dot@state.mn.us

MnDOT will review all comments and testimony presented as part of
this public hearing process and reserves the right to make a final
determination on the proposed improvements as described in this
notice.

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Division of Transportation System Development

S.T. May 2, 2017 #20955 wnaxip

Duluth Depot, 506 W. Michigan Street, Duluth, MN 55802. The public -

the proposal will be on display and a statement about the proposed
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STATE OF MINNESOTA ) AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS )

____Sean Brennan , being first duly sworn on oath states, or affirms
that s/he is the publisher of the newspaper known as the Duluth News Tribune, or the publisher’s
designated agent, and has full knowledge of the facts stated below:

A. The newspaper has complied with all of the requirements constituting qualification as a qualified
newspaper, as provided by Minn. Stat. 331A.02, and other applicable laws, as amended.

B. The printed public notice that is attached was published on the following dates:

May 2, 2017

By \ﬁfg >

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me

1

JACQUELINE M SOMEI

on this 5"/day of\ _ May, 2017 =] NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA k
W/l o MY CONIM. EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2620 §

Notary Public v / W&m‘%’xr e
RATE INFORMATION

Lowest classified rate paid by commercial

users for comparable space: $ 0.00 per line
Maximum Rate allowed by law: $ 0.00 per line
Rate actually charged: $ 0.00 perline
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MN or co-located on one site in Duluth, Approximately. 13 acres from 27 parcels, in
the form of temporary and permanent easeériients wolld be required, primatrily from
undeveloped land. Orie publicly owned maintenance building in Hinckley, Minnese-
ta would be relocated. . , 7

Further information concerning the proposed project is available for inspection
and copying at the WisDOT Northwest Region Office in Superior, Wisconsin at the
address given below. Information can also be viewed online atw )

The éuublic,hearing will be held on Wednesdag, May 17, 2017, at the Duluth De-
pot, 506 W. Michigan Street, Duluth, MN 55802. The public hearing will be con-
ducted from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Interested persons may attend anytime be-
tween 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to provide testimony. The public hearing will- be an in-
formal open house format:

To request an ASL interpreter call 651-366-4720. To request other reasonable|
accommodations, call 651-366-4718; the Minnesota Relay Service toll-free at|

-800-627:3529 (T1Y, Voice or ASCII) or 711, of email yolr request to ADAre-
%ugst;dot@state.mn.us. Requests for assistance sholild be made no later than
three working days prior to the public hearing. :

MhDOT project staff will be available for informal discussion to explain the pro-|
posed improvements and answer questions. Exhibits of the proposal will be on dis-
play and a statement about the proposed improvernent will be available for review:

Alllinterested persons are invited to attend the hearing and to present relevant
verbal and/or written testimony concerning the general location, design aspects
and the social, economic, and environimental impacts and effects of the proposed
project (including those impacts and effects for which a future application to the U,
S. Army Corps of Engineers may be required pursuant to Section 404 of the Feder-
4l Clean Watér Act); and whether the improverrient is or is not in the public interest
and consistent with the goals and objectives of area planning. '

It is anticipated that the relocation of a city maintenance building in Minnesota
will occlir as’a reslt of the proposed impre ‘Any person who feels that he
or she may be thus affected by the propos ovement may obtain relocation
assistance information from the MnDOT Office of Land Manageriient Relocation
Unit at 1-888-234-1247. o .

The Tier 2 EA includes documentation on the preliminary Section 106 findings re-
garding historic properties, in accordance with National Historic Preservation Act.
Persons with an interest in or knowledge about historical and archaeological re-|
sources in the project area are invited to present such information at the public|
hearing, The Tier 2 EA document also 1 itic the Section 4(f) prop-
erties and the preliminary de minimisfi erse impacts to parks,

and recreation facilities and recrea tre uld: pot restilt from the proposed

Q.11

project. Any comments received regarding this issue du he p comment
period will be taken by FRA in malking its final de minim

dance with the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended. Information

S ; be available at the public hearino, With staff
ssion of written statements or other ex-

Hhibits in place of or in addition to the testimony ‘presented 4t the public hearing. |
This additional testimony will be incliided in thé hearing record if postmatked no|

\ater than Wednesday, May 24, 2017. Mail this additional testimony: t6 the project
manager contactlisted below. ; :

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are further notiffed of the a’vailability'of the Tier 2
Project Level EA evallating the project's impacts and effects, which has been pre-

pared and filed according to the State and National Environmerital Policy Acts. This!

document indicates that no significant environmental impacts are anticipated to oc-|
CUF as a result of this improverment. The Tiér 2 Project Level EA is available for in-
spection and copying at the following locations: | | o .
Northwest Region Office* .
Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation
1701 N. 4th Street ' .
~ Superior, WI 54880-1068

Superior Public Library
1530 Tower Avenue
Superior, WI54880-2563

Duluth Public Library
520 West Superior Streef
Duluth; MN‘E}QquJ{;ME |
Bureau of Technical Services
Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation
4802 Sheboygan Avenue; Room 451
PO. Box 7965

Madison, WI 53707-7965

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Library®
4802 Sheboygari Ave, ' '
Room 100A, P.O. Box 7910

Madison, Wi 53707-7910

*Printed copies of the draft document may be requested at these locations.
There may be a charge for this service. An online copy can be viewed at the project]
website: www.mndot/gov/nix. . , ‘

Gomments regarding the environmental impacts and effects of the proposed im-|

will be addressed in the final environmental document if post-

marked/recéived no later than Wednesday, May 24, 2017. Written comments on
Hthe Tier 2 Project Levél Environtriental Assessment should be sent via U.S. mail or

e-iail totheMnDOT contact person listed below.
Francis Loetterle | o .
. Project Manager '
Minnesota Department of Transportation -
395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS 470 ,
St. Paul, MN 55155 '
or email to nix.dot@state mn.us. |
MnDOT. will review all commients and testirnony presented as part of this public
hearing process and reserves the right to make a final determination on the pro-
posed improverients as described in this notice, , o -
o . - Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Division of Transportation System Development

| 247948

D.N.T. May 2, 2017
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Notice of Tier 2 EA Document
Availability and Public Meetings
Public meetings, hosted by the
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation (MnDOT), are being held
to receive comments on the Tier 2
Project Level Environmental As-
sessment (EA) for the Northern
Lights Express (NLX) Passenger
Rail Project. NLX is a proposed
higher speed passenger rail proj-
ect that would provide rail service
between Minneapolis and Duluth.
If constructed, NLX would operate
on approximately 152 miles of ex-
isting BNSF rail corridor.

Tuesday, May 16, 2017
5:30 pmto 7:30 pm
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main Street
Sandstone, MN 55072

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Duluth Depot

506 W. Michigan Street
Duluth, MN 55802*

Thursday, May 18, 2017
5:30 pmto 7:30 pm

Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Drive NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433

* The public meeting in Duluth will
also serve as a public hearing to
meet requirements under Wiscon-
sin Administrative Code Chapter
TRANS 400.11, Distribution and Re-
view of Environmental Documents.
The format and information pro-
vided at the Duluth meeting will be
the same as the meetings in Sand-
stone and Coon Rapids.

The Tier 2 Project Level EA is avail-
able for review at the following lo-
cations:

* On the MnDOT website at http:/
/www.mndot.gov/nlx

* MnDOT Library, MnDOT Transpor-
tation Building, 395 John Ireland
Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55155-1800

e Cambridge Public Library 244
South Birch Street, Cambridge, MN

55008

e Coon Rapids Crooked Lake
Branch Library, 11440 Crooked
Lake Boulevard NW, Coon Rapids,
MN 55433

e Duluth Public Library, 520 W. Su-
perior Street, Duluth, MN 55802

e Hennepin County Library - Min-
neapolis Central, Environmental
Conservation Library, 300 Nicollet
Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401-1992

« Hinckley Public Library, 106 First
Street SE, Hinckley, MN 55037

« Sandstone Public Library, 119 N.
Fourth Street, Sandstone, MN
55072

« Superior Public Library, 1530 Tow-
er Avenue, Superior, MN 54880

The Tier 2 EA documents the pur-
pose and need of the project along
with the anticipated social, eco-
nomic, transportation, and envi-
ronmental impacts. The Tier 2 EA
addresses specific NLX Project-
related issues and environmental
effects associated with proposed
NLX Project operations and con-
struction, including track infra-
structure, stations, and mainte-
nance and layover facilities.

The Tier 2 EA includes documenta-
tion on the preliminary Section 106
findings regarding historic proper-
ties. The Tier 2 EA document also
includes information on the Sec-
tion 4(f) impacts and the prelimi-
nary de minimis findings, i.e., that
adverse impacts to parks and rec-
reation facilities and recreational
trails would not result from the
proposed project. Any comments
received regarding this issue dur-
ing the public comment period will
be taken by the Federal Railroad
Administration in making its final
de minimis determination.

Written comments on the Tier 2 EA
are due by May 24, 2017. Send
comments to:

Francis Loetterle, MNDOT

395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS
470, St. Paul, MN 55155

or email to nix.dot@state.mn.us

Place a classified ad today.

STORAGE UNIT AUCTION

The contents of six storage units,
a GE dryer, and a table with two
drawers are to be sold at public
auction on Thursday May 18th,
2017 at 1:00 p.m. at Local Motion,
8625 Monticello Ln N, Maple Grove,
Minnesota 55369. Bess Scott, GE 3
cycle heavy duty large capacity
electric dryer model DCL333EYOWW,
table with two drawers, storage
units 350, 506, 655, mattress, box
spring, dresser, lamp, candelabra,
suitcases, boxes, totes, washer,
loveseat, mirror, pictures, weights,
table, table base, bedrail, cabinet,
jewelry box, foot rest, trunk. Gail
Brooks storage units 713, 736, 738,
dresser, boxes, totes, tv, 2 piece
sectional, bird statue, headboard
& footboard, desk, chair, table.

PREMIER AUCTION COMPANY

651-772-6830
midwestauctions.com/premier
Joe Michalitsch Lic # 62-17-005

Proposals for Bids

Attention DBE/MBE/WBE/
Subcontractors and Suppliers
Ames  Construction Inc. and
Kraemer NA (V) is soliciting
quotes from for the following proj-
ect: Metropolitan Council - South-
west Light Rail Transit (LRT) Con-
tract No. 15P307. DBE Goal 16%.
The directory of certified vendors
can be found at https://mnucp.
metc.state.mn.us. Please provide
your scope letter by May 9, 2017 @
5:00PM. Bids due to Ames Con-
struction on May 16, 2017 @ 5:00
PM. Type of Work includes but is
not limited to: Surveying, flatwork,
curb/gutter, paving, crushing, rail
construction, testing services,
traffic control, CIP structures,
bridges, LRT platform stations, ag-
gregates, trucking, landscaping,
rebar supply/install, sheet pile su
pply/install, piling supply/install,
electrical, precast track panels,
artwork, underground utilities,
earthwork, erosion control, demo-
lition, milling and removals. In or-
der to assist certified DBE, MBE
and WBE Contractors and Suppli-
ers, we will divide total require-
ments into smaller activities or
quantities and establish delivery
and construction schedules which
will permit maximum participation
of disadvantaged businesses
where feasible. When submitting
your quotes please indicate
whether items are tied or not tied.
We will require 100% Performance
& Payment Bonds, include when
submitting your quote or include
bonding rate in your quote. You
can access bid documents on our
Sharefile website at http://tinyurl.
com/z4eedh7. For information re-
garding specific jobs and any as-
sistance you may need, please
contact our office. Ames Construc-
tion, Inc. 2000 Ames Drive,
Burnsville, MN 55306 Phone: 952-
435-7106 Fax: 952-435-0913. email:
bidinfo@amesco.com. We are an

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Park Construction Company - 1481
81st Avenue NE, Minneapolis, MN
is soliciting quotes from any quali-
fied DBE, TGB and Veteran-Owned
subs/suppliers, that may be inter-
ested in providing pricing for the
following MNDOT projects: (1) SP
SP 7102-127 in Sherburne Cty -
(5.7% DBE); (2) SP 7001-112 in Scott
& Dakota Cts - (7.4%); (3) SP 1906-
65 in Dakota - (4.5% DBE); (4) SP
1981-136 in Dakota County -(TGB
5.4%/Vet 0%). All projects bid:
May 19, 2017 @ 9:30 AM. For assis-
tance in such areas as obtaining
or interpreting plans/specs, pre-
paring proposals, providing advice
to obtain bonding and insurance,
project scheduling, or any other
project-related issue, please con-
tact Park Construction by phone
at (763) 786-9800. Please fax all
quotes to Park at (763) 717-6237 or
email to estimating@
parkconstructionco.com. Park is
an "Equal Opportunity /
Affirmative Action Employer".

Garage Sales - North Suburbs

St. Anthony Village Patriots March-
ing Band Garage Sale 5/6, 8-6 & 5/7,

FIND YOUR AUTO DEALER HERE!

AUTOMOTIVE SA

DEALER DI

Legal Notices Legal Notices Garage Sales - North Suburbs

Blaine-Johnsville Neighborhood Ga-
rage Sales 33rd Annual Sat May
13th 7am. Maps, Porta Pots & Food
Available Hwy 14 & 65 Look for
signs www.blainegaragesales.com
www.facebook.com/BlaineGarageSales

Garage Sales - S. of River Suburbs

APPLE VALLEY GARAGE/ESTATE
SALE, Fri 5/5 8-3, Sat 5/6 8-5, Sun 5/7
8-5, 13937 DUBLIN RD. Art, Books,
frames, Kids, Hunting, sport, house-
hold, quality vintage items & more

Garage Sales - NW, SW & W Suburbs

Bloomington 201 E 88th St.
Sat & Sun 9-3:30pm.
Men’s high fashion clothes & shoes

Plymouth 14800 34th Ave N
Sunday, May 7th, 12-2:30 PM
INDOOR KIDS GARAGE SALE!
Kids items from 20+ families!

Rummage Sales - Odds ‘n Ends

PLANT SALE STUDENT GROWN
HENNEPIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE
9000 Brooklyn Blvd., Brooklyn Park
Thu, Fri & Sat. May 11-13, 9a to 7p.
Annuals, perennials & vegetables,
hanging baskets, patio pots & more

Look for signs!
107 Home & Commercial Services
LAWN & LANDSCAPING
HAPPY YARD

Spring clean-ups, gutter cleaning,
shrub & brush removal, tree &
shrub trimming, sod installation &
landscaping, fertilizing, river rocks,
topsoil, garden weeding, painting.

Residential & Commercial

20% Off Competitors! 612-990-0945

PAINTING - G.R.’s Painting
Wallpaper Removal. Woodworking..
Int/Ext. Free Est. Low Rates. 20 Yrs
Exp. In Fridley. Grant 763-789-2510

* ROOFING, CARPENTRY, SIDING *
Barn, house & roof jacking & level-
ing specialists. Framing, concrete &
siding. Lic # BC709966 952-449-1240

134 Home Health Care

Professional Home Care CNA is looking
to care for your loved one. Exc. refs.
Light housekeeping & personal care,
poss live-in, PT/FT. Lisa 763-226-9844

150 Miscellaneous Services

COMMERCIAL PAINTING

OFFICE - RETAIL- WAREHOUSE
952-994-5717

WHERE REAL GAY MEN MEET FOR
UNCENSORED FUN!
BROWSE AND REPLY FOR FREE - 18+
612-351-6743

Adult Entertainment

w
-
w

Auctions/Liquidations
ookkkkkkkkkkkkkk kR kKKK

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

AUCTION of Impounded Vehicles
OPEN TO LICENSED SCRAP METAL
PROCESSORS & USED MOTOR
VEHICLE PARTS DEALERSHIPS ONLY
51 N. Colfax, 2 Blocks So of
Glenwood on Colfax. Thursday
5/11/2017 10:30 AM. Lot open for
vehicle inspection 1/2 hour prior to
sale. No One under 18 Admitted.
Mark Friederichs Lic #27-20; Mpls.
Kokokkokkokkokkokkokk ok Kok

Online Auction:
Premium Hardwood Lumber:
Complete Liquidation of Inventory
di hineryauctions.com

Ending May 11, 2017
763-441-5152

315 Festivals/Crafts/Flea Markets

CRAFT, FLEA MARKET & KIDS
ACTIVITIES VENDORS WANTED FOR

317

Estate Sales

Estates & Antiques
Auction
Mon. May 8 - 6pm
Preview: Sun 4-8 & Mon 9-6
Catalog w/photos avail @
www.lutherauctions.com
LUTHER AUCTIONS
2556 E 7th Ave, No. St Paul
651-770-6175 Lic #82-73

EXCEPTIONAL COLLECTOR’S ESTATE
(Part 1) 152 Blake Rd. N., Hopkins
Sun. 10-3. Fabulous! See online for
info. MUIRFIELD ASSOCIATES

(763) 234-1734

Art & Art Goods

Cash Paid for Limited Edition Art
Prints 612-501-8998 or send list to
modfineart@gmail.com

324 Collectibles

Buying: old toys, Tonkas, Hot Whls,
die cast, action figs, G.l. Joe, tin toys
sports cards & more. 612.384.9569

COIN SHOW SUNDAY 5/14, 9-4
South St Paul VFW (1 mile N of 494
on Concord). Dave 651-269-5846

Coin Show, Sun. May 7, 9-4

Bloomington Crown Plaza 494/34th

NORTHLAND ANTIQUE, TOY, DOLL &
ADVERTISING SHOW
Sunday, May 7th, 9-3:00
Progress Center, MN State
Fairgrounds, St Paul. Admission $6
($1 off with ad). Antique toys, dolls,
tin, mechanical, cast iron, trains,
advert. Bob 763-560-4290

BRITTANY AKC, 3 org F $700, 3 org, 2
Ivr M $600, rdy 6/3, online pics dews/
tails/shot/wrmd Milaca 320.362.1141

BULLDOGGE, OLDE ENGLISH 2M/2F,
shots, tails, dewormed, paper, rare
colors, Ready! $1,300. 612-669-0909

English Bulldog AKC Female, shots/
vet chkd, Fawn/wht, 8 wks, Bully.
$3,500 Dam. call/text 651-278-1058

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL pups,
AKC, liver/white, farm raised, shots/
dews/dewormed, F/$500 M/$475.
www.homestead.pampfarms.com
507-626-0302

German Shepard AKC pups. Blk/Tan.
8 wks on May 10. Family raised with
kids. Vet checked and UTD with
vacs. $1200. 218-234-5473

GERMAN SHEPHERD, AKC, bred for
temp & beauty $1500, 320-221-3090
westboundgermanshepherds.com
GERMAN SHEPHERD M/F AKC,
shots, wormed, vet checked,
parents on-site. $500. 507-360-6739
GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS
**$1500 - SALE $875! 612-913-2146**
jensamazingshepherds.com
GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS 2 blk M,
CKC, shots, wormed, vet checked,
Champ blood lines. $600. 320-310-6285

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS

AKC. US/German Lines. Guar.
715-537-5413. www.jerland.com

LAB AKC CHOCOLATE Excellent fam-
ily pet/hunting, dews, hips, health.
M $700, F $800. 320-864-6238

POSTCARD & PAPER SHOW Bloo-
mington Armory, 3300 W. 98th St.
Sat May 13, 9am-6, Sun May 14, 9-3.

LAB AKC EIC, DRA, CMN clear. Grt hunt-
ing dog or family pet! Hip/eye guar, 1st
shots, blk, choc, yellow. 507.360.1869

Lab ClI |} & Black Pupp Ready

*STAMP SHOW* 2nd Sunday p
Bourse. Maplewood Community
Center (1/2 mi S of Hwy 36 on White
Bear Av) Sun 5/14, 10-4 763-473-0750

WE BUY IT ALL! Paying $ Cash - not
a check. Mark 612-802-9686. WCCO
Ch 4 #1 Appraiser. BBB A+. All
Collectibles, HSN/QVC TV jewelry,
Gold, Diamonds, silver coins, Ster-
ling, Baseball Cards, toys, Comics,
Costume/Estate jewelry, militaria.
Free advice, 39 years in biz.

340

SKID STEER ATTACHMENTS Grapple
bucket, brush clamp, grading pla-
ner, hoe arm, buckthorn puller, pal-
let fork, snow plow. 651-269-5688

370 Furnishings & Appliances - Used

FROM CAPITOL REMODEL

* MINNESOTA SENATE FURNITURE %
500 chairs, desks, conference ta-
bles. Highest quality, Many vintage.
AuctionMasters.com

371 Jewelry & Precious Metals

Misc. Equipment & Supplies

Twin Cities Premier Diamond/Estate

Jewelry Expert. BBB A+. WCCO Ch.

4’s #1 Appraiser/Gemologist. Buying

gold, estate jewelry, coins, etc.

Free Advice - call 612-802-9686
landmarkdiamonds.net

383

KIMBALL UPRIGHT PIANO 1905: Oak
leaf pattern, matching stool with
claw feet. $3500 763-263-5519

Musical Instruments/Other

395 Misc. For Sale & Wanted

Freon R12 WANTED: Certified buyer
will PICK UP and PAY CASH for cylin-
ders of R12. 312-291-9169

403 Cats

KITTENS, FREE
Grey/white, all grey. We will deliver.
612-991-4265

404

ALASKAN MALAMUTE AKC PUP $1200
www.campbellsalaskanmalamutes.
com 763-493-2074, 612-508-2607

Dogs

BERNEDOODLES
Bernese x Poodle
THE BEST FAMILY DOGS!

View the dealer’s weekly specials on startribune.com/autos

Audi Minneapolis

763-744-9393
www.audiminneapolis.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8am-8pm,
Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm
Service: Mon-Thurs: 7am-7pm,
Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-4pm
Parts: Mon-Thurs: 7am-8pm,
Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5pm

e GMC Trucks

651-552-2222
Sales: Mon-Thurs 8:30am -9pm,

Service: Mon-Fri 7am - 6pm,
Sat 8am -4pm
Lenzen Buick

2860 Chaska Blvd. Chaska MN
952-448-2850

www.lenzenchevbuick.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs 8am-9pm

Fri 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8am-4:30pm
Service: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm

Lenzen Chevrolet
2860 Chaska Blvd. Chaska MN
952-448-2850

www.lenzenchevbuick.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs 8am-9pm

Fri 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8am-4:30pm
Service: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm

Fury Chrysler Dodge Jeep
1000 S. Concord, South St. Paul, MN
651-451-1313
www.furymotors.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-9pm,

Fri: 8:30am-7pm, Sat: 8:30am-6pm
Service & Parts: Mon-Sat: 7am-5:30pm

Fri 8:30am - 8pm and Sat 8:30 am- 6pm

CHEVROLET

CHRYSLER

Dodge of Burnsville

Hwy 394 & General Mills Blvd. Golden Valley, MN
Hwy 35W & Cliff Road, Burnsville, MN

Local or Toll Free 1-855-800-9952

www.DODGEOFBURNSVILLE.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-9pm,
Fri & Sat: 8:30am-6pm

Service: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm,

1111 East Highway 110, Inver Grover Heights, MN

Sat: 8am-4pm

Jim Lupient Infiniti

394 & Louisiana Ave, Golden Valley, MN

763-546-5577

www.LupientInfiniti.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8am-8pm,

Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-5:30pm

Service: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 8am-4pm

JEEP

Fury Chrysler Dodge Jeep

651-451-1313

www.furymotors.com

Sales: Mon - Thurs 8:30am -9pm,

Fri 8:30am - 7pm, Sat 8:30am - 6pm

Service and Parts: Mon - Sat 7am -

763-744-9191

www.porscheofmpls.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8am-8pm,
Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm
Parts: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm, Sat: 9am-1pm
Service: Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm

VOLKSWAGEN
INFINITI Brookdale VW

6801 Brooklyn Blvd. Brooklyn Park, MN

763-331-6400

Sales: Mon-Thur 8:30am - 9pm
Fri - Sat: 8:30am-6pm
Service: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 8am-4:30pm
Parts: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 8 am-4:30pm

www.brookdalevw.com

1000 S. Concord, South St. Paul, MN

Sales: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-9pm,
Fri: 8:30am-6pm, Sat: 8:30am-5pm
Service: Mon-Thurs: 6am-9pm,

5:30pm

Luther Westside Volkswagen
New: 2370 Hwy 100 South, St. Louis Park, MN
New: 2440 Hwy 100 South, St. Louis Park, MN

New: 952-377-4100
Used: 952-377-4100
Service: 952-377-4100

www.westsidevw.com

Fri: 6am-8pm, Sat: 8am-4:30pm

FIND YOUR AUTO DEALER

Memorial Day! World Class water-
fowl & upland gun dogs. Exc family
dogs! Reds ready this summer. 507-
530-3638 turkeycreeklabradors.com

LAB, FOX RED 3 beautiful AKC dark
fox red F pups. Sire is direct son of
Rooster Smasher & Dam is direct
daughter of Black Isis Scooter.
Pups ready. Vet wrk UTD, health
guar. 507-269-7346

Lab Pups Yllw AKC Light/dark yllw
both parents. HIth guar champ lines
calm blocky $800 320-424-0368

Lab Pups English AKC Yellow 2 beau-
tiful males w/ Champ bloodlines.
Ready 5/26. Family-raised, dews,
shots, vet checked. Many pictures
on website. 952-472-5218
CEDARHILLLABS.WEEBLY.COM

Labrador Retriever Ivory AKC point-
ing labs Hunt/Fam Dogs.
thenuderooster.com 320-226-7999

LABS AKC REG BLK LAB PUPS 3M & 1F
available. Exc pedigree, Shots, Dews,
puppies born on 4/9. 320-360-6150

MALTESE PUPS Males, $400. non-
shed, 1st shots, family raised, refer-
ences available. 712-441-1863

NEWFOUNDLAND PUPS, black or
brown, 1st shots, reg. parents,
$1250. 763-227-7353

POODLE AKC STANDARD. Brown,
silver, blue, silver/beige, trained,
champion lines. $1800. 507-273-3652

Poodles AKC Std, Parti M, brn 3/4,
shots, wrmd, microchip, $1500 w/
Itd reg, well socialized 612-242-3534

ROTTWEILER, AKC, Quality breeder,
hip cert, 2 year guar. vhnrotts.com
MN122533. 507-241-0482

Saint Bernard AKC puppies. Vet
checked and ready for new homes.
Farm and family rasied. $750.
641-430-1543

406 Pets - Miscellaneous

ADOPT A HOMELESS PET Austin, MN
Humane Society &Cats $50 f,Dogs $125
www.mowercountyhumanesociety.org

413 Horses & Livestock

Wanted: Butcher Cows, Bulls, Fats --
Thin, Lame, Lazy, Lump Jaw and
WALKABLE Cripples etc. Will Pay
Cash 320-235-2664

420 Campgrounds & RV Parks

2017 Seasonal RV Sites in Nisswa
NEW RV Park with deluxe seasonal
sites avail. in the heart of lake coun-

If you are a franchised auto dealer and would like to advertise in this section,
please call StarTribune at 612-673-4667.

Porsche of Minneapolis
Hwy 394 & General Mills Blvd. Golden Valley, MN

422 Fishing & Hunting
Vacations

RCI Resort 7 Night Vacation Selling a
7 night RCI vacation: Studio $1050,
1BR $1400, 2BR $1700, email me with
your contact info for details.
sckwarfield@gmail.com

430 Vacation Guide

Trout Lake on the White Fish Chain.
2 cabins, yr round, A/C, 160 ft Ikshr,
boat access, days avail in June &
Sept. Rented weekly. Call for price
& info 651-707-6792 651-451-1858

PELICAN LAKE CABIN 2BR furnished,
perfect sand beach, N/S, max of 5,

Sept. 2nd. Call Mary 218-765-3305

CHEVROLET

Chev Lumina 1994 |ks/rns great, su-
per clean, 127M $1850 651.470.0428

VEHICLES WANTED

$$$$$ CASH FOR CARS $$$$$
Repairables or Junkers 612.414.4924

1989 COACHMEN CATALINA $2,567,
gas, 2 A/C, 41k miles, auto, sleeps 6.
Call 651-314-9624

1998 BRECKENRIDGE PARK MODEL
$25,000 or best offer. Camp Briga-
doon (seasonal campground) on
Beaver Dam Lake. This year’s lot rent
already paid thru September 2017!
call 612-802-3491 for more info.

2007 FLEETWOOD YUMA FOLDING
TRAILER Excellent condition. $4,500.
715-462-4285

PRIME TIME MANUFACTURING 2014
SANIBEL MODEL 3050 5TH WHEEL
Excellent condition, King Bed, Rear
Living Area, Gas Range, Refrigerator,
Pantry, AC, Furnace, Media Center, 3
Slides, Storage areas, Auto Level and
Direct TV Satellite. 636-775-0525

Classified
secret:
a great
way to
advertise.

Sell your stuff quickly in the
Star Tribune Classifieds. It's
simply the best way to reach
the largest audience in the
Twin Cities. To place an ad,
call 612.673.7000, fax
612.673.4884 or go to
startribune.com/placeads.

*StarTribune
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Toni Ferdelman, being first duly sworn, on oath states as follows:
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LLC, a Delaware limited liability company with offices at 650 Third Ave. S., Suite 1300, Minneapolis,
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Cambridge

Continued from front

er retaliation. The inspections that
have taken place by the city have oc-
curred when the tenant is moving out
and they no longer fear retaliation.

She said the second deterrent is the
up front cost. For all the rental housing
inspections the city has conducted in
the past three years since the incep-
tion of the ordinance, all of them have
been valid and the tenant’s $40 inspec-
tion fee was returned.

Levitski proposed that city staff bill
the $40 after the inspection and do
not take any inspection fees up front.
If the city finds a pattern of frivolous
complaints, it can always go back to
requiring the $40 fee up front.

Following discussion, the City
Council approved Levitski’s proposal
to amend the fee schedule for rental
housing inspections.

During City Council comments,
Council Member Joe Morin brought up
that a proposed rental housing ordi-

nance has been before the City Coun-
cil twice and both times it has failed.
Most recently, the proposed ordinance
was presented before the council in
May 2015.

“I would like to bring back the
rental ordinance before the council,”
Morin said. “I know I've been getting
complaints myself from town home
rentals near me, and I know Carri Lev-
itski and Council Member Lisa Iverson
have also been getting complaints. |
think it’s time we did something and
we need to address these basic health
and safety needs for these tenants and
the city itself.”

Morin said of all the votes he’s tak-
en as a council member, the failed vote
in May 2015 still weighs on him.

“That vote gave me the most heart-
burn, and it has bothered me ever
since,” Morin said. “The proposed or-
dinance was about basic health, life
and safety issues, and I felt we really

got that vote wrong.”

Levitski noted if the council de-
cides to consider the proposed rental
housing ordinance again, this will be
the third time city staff is bringing it
before the council.

By consensus, the City Council
decided to have City Administrator
Lynda Woulfe schedule city building
inspector Matt Small to come before
the council for a presentation and in-
formational session based on his expe-
rience working in Coon Rapids. Woulfe
said previous information already
collected by city staff and the previ-
ous proposed ordinances will also be
provided to council members prior to
Small’s presentation.

Woulfe explained currently rental
housing inspections are completed by
city staff after a complaint by a tenant
has been received.

Training
Continued from front

Center, Allina EMS and the Cambridge
Fire Department. Additional organiza-
tion partners included the American
Red Cross and the Health Care System
Preparedness Program. Food was also
provided by local businesses.

“In our community, being prepared
and trained is a priority to leaders,”
said Krista Jensen, Isanti County Pub-
lic Health emergency preparedness
coordinator, “which was evident from
the number of individuals and agen-
cies involved with this workshop and
exercise.”

Topics of the morning sessions
included victim mental health, trans-
port and triage, critical incident stress
management and shelter operations.

At the shelter operations sessions,
attendees were given a presentation
on opening and operating an Ameri-
can Red Cross shelter by Red Cross
workers John Lapakko, Mark Steffer
and Keith Ford, all of whom provided

Entrepreneurship

Continued from front

ulation is a little under 26,000. Both
straddle the line between rural and
urban or suburban.

Despite the outlook, there are re-
sources available in the area for those
looking to start businesses of their
own, including the Small Business
Development Center and GPS 45:93,
an economic development group that
works in the region.

Richard Baker, a former economic
development director for Mille Lacs
County and past president of GPS
45:93, noted that although starting a
business is difficult no matter where
you are, people still do it successfully
no matter where they are, too.

“Any given time in the U.S., 10 to 15
percent of the population is looking at
starting a business,” he said. “One of
my first recommendations to anybody
looking to start a business is to go to
the Small Business Development Cen-
ter.”

Tom Willett works as a consultant
in Isanti, Pine and Kanabec counties
for the North Central Small Business
Development Center, based at Central
Lakes College. One of the aspects he
emphasizes to new business owners
is the importance of putting together
a business plan that works out the key
details of how their business will the-
oretically succeed. He said entrepre-
neurs who work with the center when
they’re starting out tend to do better
than those that don't.

“Companies that we work with,
we’ve shown that 80 percent of them
are still here in five years,” Willett said.

Abby Lingle, who owns Abby Lingle
Porcelain Pottery in Milaca, started
her business without a formal plan.

aid to victims of Hurricane Sandy and
other natural disasters. Their presen-
tation was a condensation of a full
course down to a single summary ses-
sion for the purpose of the event.

Lapakko, Steffer and Ford ran
through the multi-step process of run-
ning a Red Cross shelter, including
planning and preparation, planning
the sheltering operation, resourcing
the shelter, opening the shelter, op-
erating the shelter and closing the
shelter. Shelters like those opened and
operated by the American Red Cross
during the aftermaths of disasters pro-
vide food, shelter and aid to people
who have lost their homes or other-
wise been forced to leave them. These
shelters are generally set up in bor-
rowed local facilities such as churches
or sports stadiums.

The presentation provided guid-
ance on a variety of issues that come
up when working at a shelter, includ-

ing record keeping, providing food,
dealing with visitors to the shelter,
keeping information private for those
in the shelter and assessing medical
needs for victims, both in the immedi-
ate aftermath of a disaster and in the
days or weeks following.

Ford emphasized how working at
a shelter can be meaningful for both
the victims who stay in them and the
volunteers who staff them day to day
following a disaster.

“It is a privilege to help people,” he
said.

For more information on the Amer-
ican Red Cross in Minnesota, visit
www.redcross.org/local/minnesota.
For more information on Isanti Coun-
ty Department of Public Health and
the annual Spring In2 Preparedness
event, visit www.co.isanti.mn.us/isan-
ti/departments/public-health or call
763-689-4071.

Although she has succeeded, she re-
grets her approach. When she was in
college studying art, thinking about
eventually monetizing her art was
frowned upon; art was supposed to be
for art’s sake.

“l really regret not taking some
business classes,” Lingle said.

Alicia Overby, owner and founder
of Baby Elephant Ears in Cambridge,
made the Small Business Association
one of her first contacts when she was
looking to start her business.

“That was honestly prominent in
figuring out what I was doing,” Overby
said.

Willett helps write the text of the
business plan in such a way that it will
be appealing to loan-granting bodies
like banks, which are typically an es-
sential hurdle to clear when starting
a business. He cited the example of
one business owner who came to the
development center after failing to se-
cure a necessary start-up loan with a
self-written business plan.

“It wasn’t that he didn’t know what
he was talking about; he just didn’t
talk bank language,” Willett said.

Willett, like Baker, is involved with
GPS 45:93, which exists to grow and at-
tract businesses to Mille Lacs, Isanti,
Pine, Kanabec and Chisago Counties.

One of GPS 45:93’s initiatives is eco-
nomic gardening, which works to grow
existing small businesses.

“Traditional economic develop-
ment is, ‘Let’s go out and find another
big company,”” Willett said.

Instead, GPS reaches out to what
are called second-stage companies,
which have between 10 and 100 em-
ployees. These companies are con-

sidered to be in the growth stage,
but they are often limited by a lack of
marketing knowledge. GPS 45:93 sets
them up with attorneys, accountants
and other help to take their business
to the next level.

“The main idea is that small busi-
nesses create jobs,” Willett said.

One of the problems attracting
entrepreneurs locally can be the lack
of consistent high-speed internet in
some areas. Lifestyle, cheap land and
lower taxes attract people to the re-
gion who could bring their businesses
with them or start new ones. The web
can even allow some lucky ventures to
effectively operate national business-
es from well outside a metro area, but
if they can’t maintain a connection,
they won'’t come to this region.

“It’s a huge game-changer,” Baker
said. “What the internet has done is
change the economy.”

Attracting new and established
business owners to a community
helps raise the fortunes of those al-
ready present.

“If you get those people that have
that higher disposable income level,
that’s going to drive your retail sales
and your services in your community,”
Baker said.

Another piece Willett helps entre-
preneurs with is marketing, which he
considers an underrated component
to getting customers through the door.

“They have this idea, ‘If I build it
they will come,” Willett said of many
young business owners. “I try to do
what I call real down-to-earth practical
things.”

Willett’s strategies include compil-
ing customer email lists and providing

expertise via a blog or

m

Higher Speed

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

Northern Lights Express

Passenger Rail Project

Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) document for the NLX Project is
available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017. To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mndot.gov/nix

Public Meetings

other medium so that cus-
tomers view you as an au-
thority in your field. Wil-
lett also helps companies
update their old websites
or learn how to use Linke-
dIn, which can become a
valuable resource if they
begin tracking customers
through the social net-
work and joining groups
in their industry.
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SAFETY 14
MONTH!

During the May 1 Cambridge City Council meeting, Mayor

Marlys Palmer declared May as Building Safety Month. Pic-
tured in front are Community Development secretary Lola
Nisley, building inspector Matt Small, Palmer, building official
Mike Fabini and Community Development Director Marcia
Westover. Pictured in back are Council Members Jim Godfrey,
Lisa Iverson, Joe Morin and Kersten Barfknecht-Conley.

Braham School

Continued from front

instrumental in leading the
school through the School of
Excellence application pro-
cess. This is a national pro-
gram that involves a system-
atic program of self-study,
development of a school
improvement program and
implementation of the plan
based on demonstrated re-
sults.

In other action, the board:

e Reviewed the prelimi-
nary budget for 2017-2018,
which shows a total general
fund revenue and expendi-
tures projection of $7.7 mil-
lion.

¢ Acknowledged contri-
butions from the following
sources: Wal-Mart grant,
$1,000 for the sports and en-
tertainment class field trip;
Tim Burton, fridge-freezer
valued at $85 for the theater
department; Pat and Greg
Tollefsrud, gloves valued
at $50 for Braham Area El-
ementary School students;
Braham Girl Scouts for labor
on updating nature trails
near Braham Elementary;
Salem Lutheran Church,
$20 for girls softball team;
East Central Regional Arts
Council grant in the amount

Photo by Rachel Kytonen

of $830 for Daryl Johnson II
work with band and math;
and the following contribu-
tions to the Supermileage
program: Central Minnesota
Manufacturing Association,
$250; Aurelius Manufactur-
ing, $200; Braham Moose
Lodge, $500; and Community
Giving-Bremer Bank, $250.

e Appointed Eklund as
the Local Education Agency
representative for federal
programs, which means he
will serve as the administra-
tor of the Title I, Title II, Title
VI and the Assurance of Mas-
tery programs.

e Accepted Superinten-
dent Ken Gagner’s recom-
mendation that contract
work days for the communi-
ty education and activities
secretary be reduced from
211 to 201 days effective July
1.

e Approved the request
of Luke Becker, vocational
industrial technology and
agriculture teacher, for the
Supermileage team to go to
Detroit for the Supermileage
competition.

— The next meeting of the
board will be 7 p.m. Monday,
May 15.

During the April 24 Braham Area School Board meet-
ing, recognition was given to the following individuals as
Braham Honors recipients for the month:

- Jan Strohkirch, Jeff Eklund, Lindsay Rasmussen,
Roxanne Kirby, Dawn Olson, Lori Auers, April White,
Danika Dahlin, Danae Shaw and Sarah Gamache for their
efforts to promote and serve the district through partic-
ipation in Kindergarten Roundup 2017.

- Beth Stone and Paulette Weisz, for their leadership
in areas of staff development and continuing education.

- Jack Lanhart for the donation of a new roller for use
in the district’s outdoor facilities.

- Marion Larson, Jodi Splittstoser and Mindy Camp-
bell for volunteering to greet family and friends who at-
tended the elementary concerts on March 23.

- Marie Sward, Julie Johnson, Sarah Golly, Shawn
Kuhnke, Steph White and Art Kaunonen for their par-
ticipation in and support of the Open the Gates events
celebrating the district’s new facilities.

- Tiffany Flogel for work on the Braham promotion
movie ad to be shown at the theater in Cambridge.

- Braham Police, Braham Fire, East Central Energy,
Mike Wallace, Keith Golly, Greg Cardey, city of Braham,
Braham Ford, Knife River Construction, DNR Forestry
Service and the Allina Ambulance Service for their ef-
forts on the Big Truck Day April 8, attended by 185 peo-

ple.

— Lauren Kreyer for making it to and participating in
the State Speech Contest April 22.

— Jayden Prill, Michael McAdams, Chelsey Swanson,
Zach Anderson, Lilia Anderson and Kyra Johnson for
making it to and participating in the State FFA Conven-

tion.

- Sunita Xiong for winning the local spelling bee and
participating in the regional competition.

- LeSean Greer for winning the local and regional Ge-
ography Bees and participating in the state competition.

- Kaylie Paitl for signing a national letter of intent to
play college volleyball at St. Catherine University.

— Kaitlyn Dordal for signing a national letter of intent
to play college basketball at Central Lakes College.

- Brandon Wyganowski for signing a national letter
of intent to run college cross-country and track at the
South Dakota School of Mines.

May 16 May 17* May 18
5:30-7:30 p.m. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center Duluth Depot Coon Rapids Civic Center . . .
206 Main St, 506 W Michigan St, 11155 Robinson Dr NW, This presentation will be free and
Sandstone Duluth Coon Rapids open to the public on:

Attend a public meeting to provide comments on the recently released

Tier 2 Project Level EA document and to talk with project staff.
properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.

requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11.

< nlx.dot@state.mn.us

L] www.mndot.gov/nlx

There will be an opportunity to provide comments on the potential impacts to historic

*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet notification

For more information on the upcoming public meetings or the Tier 2 EA:

Kelsey Law Office

ANNOUNCING:

May 17, 2017 * 6pm

A public service presentation on
Parental Alienation Syndrome

A presentation by: Dr. Paul Reitman, Forensic Psychologist & Attorney ® www.paulreitman.com
Michelle Kelsey, Kelsey Law Office, PA. « www.kelseylawyer.com

This presentation will address:

e Parental Alienation

* The Narcissistic Parent

® Therapeutic Alienation

¢ Qualifications to assess parental

20 North Lake Street, Suite 301
Forest Lake, MN 55025

alienation and to do reunification
therapy
e Choosing an attorney and legal team
¢ Legal resources for alienated parents

KELSEY LAW OFFICE
www.kelseylawyer.com

Voice: (763) 689_893 1

Cambridge Office:
100 Buchanan Street North | Suite 1
Cambridge, MN 55008

Forest Lake Office:
20 North Lake Street | Suite 301
Forest Lake, MN 55025
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CITY OF PINECITY

The City of Pine City is currently in
the process of conducting an evaluation
of its current city hall facilities on the
first floor of the Pine Government Cen-
ter (PGC), located at 315 Main Street
South. Based off of comments and con-
cerns from the general public and staff,
the City Council is considering options
to potentially improve its City Hall facil-
jties to better serve the community.

The City is now seeking more commu-
nity input-to inform its planning pro-
cess and has issued an internet-based
survey to identify community prefer-
ences regarding the project. Surveys
will also be available in paper form at
the City Hall (PGC), the Library, and at
the Voyageur Bottle Shop.

“The City believes that public partic-
ipation will be an essential part of the
process when considering what will be
.done for City Hall,” noted City Adminis-
trator Ken Cammilleri. “This informa-
tion will be very important as the City
weighs its options to meet our commu-
nity’s long-term facility needs.”

The City has not ruled out any options
on how to proceed. Staff’s analysis has
identified three alternatives:

OPTION | - REMAIN AND REMODEL THE PGC

www.pinecitymn.com

The Pine County Board has deter-
mined that it will not sell the PGC build-
ing to the City of Pine City, but that it
is willing to consider long-term leasing
options with the City. Based on this de-
cision, the City may consider staying in
its current location and make improve-
ments to its facilities such as improving
ADA accessibility, meeting room space,
and customer service areas. This op-
tion would likely result in the highest
overall cost over time due to recurring
leasing expenses. Upon termination of
a potential lease agreement the city will
likely not be able to retain its full finan-
cial investment in the building.

OPTION il - BUILDON ANEW SITEIN PINECITY

Pine City also has the potential oppor-
tunity to build a new city hall in a new
location. This option would likely have
less significant cost in the long run, as
the City would not be subject to paying
a lease, but would result in higher up-
front costs for construction.

OPTION il - DO NOTHING
This option would defer the construc-
tion of a new building as well as any
substantial remodeling of the existing
location. The indicated updates would
focus on making only minor cosmetic
and minimal safety enhancements. Ef-

505 Johnson Ave SE ¢ Pine City, MN

320-620-2282

Improving the oral health and overall wellbeing
of our community and it’s members through
education and meaningful contribution.
Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am-4pm
B www.oakparkdentalclinic.com

Currie
Pangerl &
Associates, Ltd.

| Dr. Kristie Roberts ¢ Dr. Karissa Lange

Preventive, Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry
New Patients Welcome

& 320,629.2739 &

1105 Hillside Ave SW Pine City ewww.pinecitydental.com

“Advanced, affordable eye care delivered
in the manner alf patients deserve.”

=

Certified Public Accountants

Audits & Reviews

Planning & Taxation for: Estates, Trusts,
Corporates, Partnerships and Individuals

320-629-2090
1015 Hillside Ave SW, Pine Gity.

LOCALLY OWNED |

Aute, Residential, Light Commercial

605 8th Ave. SW, Pine City
(Located in Pine City Service Station)

320-629-6639 1-866-629-6639

:
SCHMIDT CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

(320} 3847901

All types of Residential
& Commercial Buildings

GERALD SCHMIDT 102 SECOND ST. NE

Dr. Anne Sill

® pine Eye Associates

320-629-7262 ° 866-629-7262
110 Evergreen S Pine City ¢ pineeye.com

Dr. Garofale Dr. lverson

Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.D., M.S.

Cambridge and Pine City
Invisalign & Braces - Free Initial Exam
WWW.COmbridgeOrthOmn.COm

705 4th AVE SW, Pine City © 140 Birch St.N, #106, Cambridge
20-6@@@@@% ° 783-89-3134

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE

Owner

HINCKLEY, MN 55037

405 E. 2ND AVE., PINE CITY, MN 55063 629-6771
IS LIKE A WEEKLY WiISIT WOME?

MIKE GAINOR | THE PIONEER

Should city hall remain in Pine Government Center, or move to a new location? City officials
are asking the public to offer their input through a survey.

forts will be made to seek County fiscal
involvement in these needed correc-
tions. This option would likely result in
moderate long term costs due to recur-
ring leasing expenses, and again, upon
termination of a potential lease agree-
ment the city will likely not be able to
retain its full financial investment in
the building.

WHERE DO WE GO FROMHERE?
The City has determined that it needs
a more robust discussion with the com-

munity regarding any effort toward im-
proving city hall. Additional planning
and preparations are now underway.
The city will begin ‘additional public
engagement including a public forum,
which will be announced in the coming
weeks. If you are interested in being a
part of this dialogue, please email info@
pinecitygov.com or call 320-629-2575.
To participate in the survey, pick up a
paper copy at Pine City Hall or the Voya-
geur Bottle Shop, or fill one out online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/H5Q3BM&Q

AILENE CROUP | THE PIONEER

Mike Struss
honored for
service

. Retiring Pine County highway

. maintenance worker, Mike

. Struss (left), was recognized for

- his 28 years of service by County

 Engineer Mark LeBrun (right)

_on April 18. LeBrun presented a

. clock to him noting that Struss

ad been a bouncerin the

. Rock Creek area when he was
younger, and joked that is was,

Always good to have a bouncer

on the staff.”

SERVICE &
e O Ok

Is Your

Conditioner Working?
We can repair and

Service your
air conditioning

system.

!

| L
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment {(EA} document for the MLX Projectis
available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017, To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: wiww.madet.gov/nix

Attend a publicmeetling to provide céraments on the recently released Tier 2 Project Level EA
docurmentand to talk with project staff. There will be-an opportunity to-provide comments on the
potential impacis to histotic properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.
*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet netification requirements
under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS400.11.

5:38- 738 bm
Coon Rapids Civie Center |

| 11155 Robinson DE W, |
. CoonRapids 3
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From previou;s page

Not appllcable

TRANSACTION AGENT Not ap-
plicable.

TRANSACTION _AGENT'S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: Not applicable. &
LENDER OR BROKER AND
MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR: Not
applicable.

~ RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
SERVICER: Not applicable.
ENCUMBERED PREMISES AD-
DRESS: 105 Pathfinder Vﬂlage
Unit F14, Hinckley, MN 55037

Foreclosures

ATTEMPTING TO COLL T A
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OB-

TAINED WILL BE USED FOR '

THAT PURPOSE.

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION ,

OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED

Hinakiey News

ments have been oom" ied witl
that no action or proceed
now pending : atlaworo

BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY  prop

THIS ACTION.

Dated: March 17, 2017 ;
BOYCE LAW OFFICES, LLC

By: Nathan P. Fuglestad
Attorneys for Lienor

P.O. Box 277, 6349 Main Street ~
North Branch, MN 55056

RCEL IDENTIFICAT|ON L

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot 105, Block 1,
Pathfinder Village-St. Croix, 8th
Addition, Pine County, Minnesota.
AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE DUE
AS OF THE DATE OF NOTICE:

CE IS FURTHER GlVEN
. pre-foreclosure require-
m nts have been complied with;
' action or proceeding is

g at law or otherwise to |

debt secured by sald

y
rations, the above described
property will be sold by the Pine

County Sheriff's Department as

follows: DATE AND TIME OF

SALE: Thursday, May 11, 2017

at 10:00 AM. CS.T. PLACE OF

SALE: Pine County Sheriff's De-

partment, 635 Northndge Drive
Pine Ci

' 9

cash to pay the amount then due
for assessments, together with the
costs of foreclosure, including at-
torney’s fees as allowed by law.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
RECORD OWNER, OR OWN-
ER'S PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS: Six (6)
months from the date of the sher-
iff's sale.

HOMEOWNERS RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION

ON DECLARATION: Not. appli-

cable.
REDEMPTION NOTICE THE

TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR

" REDEMTPTIONBY THEOWNER,
' OR THE OWNER'S PERSON-
L REPRESENTATIVES OR
SSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED

IVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL,

PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURE PRODUCTION, AND ARE
_ABANDONED.

THIS COMMUNICATION IS
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR

+ Custor Pipe
Bending
| » Total Transport
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__ +Total Recovery « Buylng Jiink Cars
» Complets Repalr Service '
Tire Hapair & Com;:uter smn Bataming

'RESIDENTIAL |
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(Pu lished in the Hinckley News
March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27,
_ May4 2017)

NOTICE OF LIEN
FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICGE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
default has occurred in the terms
and conditions of the Declaration
of Covenants, Conditions and Re-

strictions for Pathfinder Village-St.

Croix (hereinafter ‘Declaration’).
RECORD OWNER: Steve Tver
berg and Cindy Tverberg.
LIENHOLDER: Pathfinder Vil
lage-St. Croix Owners Associa-
tion, Inc., a Minnesota nonprofit
corporation (the ‘Association’).
DATE AND PLACE OF RECORD-
ING: The lien for unpaid assess-
ments and fees was recorded on
October 20, 2016, as Document
Number 529624, in the Office
of the County Recorder of Pine
County Minnesota, for unpaid

nants, Conditions’ Restrictions
for Pathfinder Village, as amend-
ed, most recently as the Second
Amended and Restated Declara-
tion of Covenants, Conditions and
Restrictions for Pathfinder Village,
recorded on June 23, 2011, in the
office of the Pine County Recorder
as Document No. 461469,
ASSIGNMENT OF LIEN: Not ap-
plicable.

. TRANSACTION AGENT Not ap-
_ plicable.
 TRANSACTION.

AGENT’S

MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION

. NUMBER: Not applicable.
LENDER OR BROKER AND‘

MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR Not
_applicable.

MORTGAGE
SERVICER: Not applicable.
ENCUMBERED PREMISES AD-
DRESS:
UnitE11, Hinckley, MN 55037,
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION

AMOUNT CLAIMED TO B DUE

$6,014.39. .
NOTICE |s FURTHER GIVE

, 320.245.21 77
‘Sandstone, MN

Funeral

Tatti ng-Methven
Funeral Chapel

65 Pathfinder Village,

pe
follows DATE AND
SALE: Thursday, May .

SALE. Pln.e,County Sheriff's D
partment, 635 Northridge D
NW, Pine City, Minnesota. 5506

 SALE INSTRUCTIONS: p

_auction to the highest bidde
cash, to pay the amount then d
for assesysments, togethe,r'Wi,th t

torney’s fees as allowed by law.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LA
FOR REDEMPTION BY
RECORD OWNER,

TATIVES OR ASSI'
months from the dat
iffssale
HOMEOWNERS

ON DEC

cable ,
REDEMPTION NOTIC'
TIME ALLOWED BY L

T
DENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS:
THAN FIVE UNITs, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURE PRODUCTION, AND ARE

ABANDONED. ,
THIS COMMUNICATION IS

FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO CO ‘,CT A

TAINED WILL BE USED FO

THAT PURPOSE.

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATlON’
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
_ WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW [S NOT AFFECTED BY:

THIS ACTION. ;

Dated: March 17, 2017

BOYCE LAW OFFICES LLC

By: Nathan P Fu Iestad

Attorneys fo .

P.O. Box 277, 6349 Main St

North Branch, MN 55056

(651) 674-6259

(Fublished in the Hinckley Ne
March 30, April 6, 13, 20,
; May4 2

AS OF THE. DATE OF NOTICE

, SUMMA‘ Y MINUTES
_ OF THE PINE COUNTY
. BOARD MEETING

1 mile north on Old Hwy 61

Glass Replacement : Free Loaner Car| [

(320) 384-0774

M-F 8-5:30 + S 8-Noon
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Advertise
in the
Hinckley News

Make the most of your
advertising dollar. This

Regular Meeting

' Tuesda ApnM 2017-10a.m,

ity History Museum
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nistrator
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nior Housing

| Mmutes ,

Commnssnoner Hallan moved
to acknowledge the Minutes of
Boards, Reports and Correspon-

_ dence Second by Commissioner

Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0. ,
Commissioner Chaffee moved

_ to approve the Consent Agenda.
Second by Commissioner Mikrot.

Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Disbursements Journal

Report March 1,2017 -March 31,

2017
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full for Vincent J. |

Approve six parcels of

offered at the appraised value of
2, at the timber auction on

vices Administ
_and Registerec
hlen to attenc

America Imple
‘May 3-5, 2017,

Training and tr
imately $2,954
_be covered by
and Early Chil
ing (MIECHV)
‘A Special Me
the Whole is s
_ day, April 25, |
for discussion ¢
‘budget and a 1«
_ing will comm

house, followe

_ the Hinckley a
_ With no furthe
. Ludwig adjou
~at 10:53 am

. ‘meeting of th

scheduled for
1000 am. at

Pine County
Northridge Dri
Minnesota
Matthew W. L
‘Board of Comyr
. DavidJ. Mmke
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available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mnc
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* Auto * Commercial
* Residential
+ We work with all
Insurance Companies
* Mobile or In-Shop Appts
(800)227-1 1 49 or

(320)679—41 77
FixYourAutoGlass.com

Animal Care

 [Hinckiey Veterinary Clinic

LARGE & SMALL ANIMALS
1/4 Mile Southon Old Hwy. 61
Hinckley, MN
Kurt S. Zimpel, D.VM.
Justin R, Zimpel, D.VM.
. 3%0-384-7590

B4 nix.dot@state.mn.us

Dental Care

SANDSTONE
DENTAL OFFICE LTD.

Dr. Michael M. Bennett, DDS
. Mandy Fornengo, RDH

501 N. Commercial Ave.
___ Sandstone

(320) 245-2208

Hinckley Chirvopractic
Center

Dr. Kyle Hams - :320.384.6790
110 Main Street * Hinckley
New Hours M-F Call for Appointment

Mattnew M.
Bradley L.
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Solar garden plants draw bees, produce honey

By Eric Hagen
Staff Writer

As far as it knows,
Connexus Energy’s solar
garden is the first in the
state to have an apiary for
honey bees.

The honey produced
by the bees in 15 hives will
not be commercially sold,
but given to Connexus
customers who have sub-
scribed to receive a por-
tion of their household
energy from the solar gar-
den on the Ramsey cam-
pus. Jars of “solar honey”
will also be included in gift
baskets that are donated
to local fundraising caus-
es, according to Samantha
Neral, Connexus Energy
spokesperson.

Travis and Chiara
Bolton, owners of Bolton
Bees, installed the 15 bee-
hive boxes in Connexus’s
solar garden at the south-
east corner of Bunker
Lake and Ramsey bou-
levards on April 24. The
honey will be ready to be
harvested later this sum-
mer and they expect to
produce 600 jars. Solar
subscribers will be told
when they can pick up
their jar of honey.

“Connexus  Energy’s
project is a shining exam-
ple of what a solar site can
and should be,” said Rob
Davis, a spokesperson
for Fresh Energy and the
person who first connect-
ed Connexus Energy and
Bolton Bees.

This is possible because
Connexus planted flowers
that attract pollinators.

Neral said just prior to
Connexus installing its 792
solar panels in the summer
of 2014, its engineers sug-
gested gravel beneath the
panels. A group of people,
including herself, thought
the site would look much
better with some flowers.

They connected with
Prairie Restoration and
Fresh Energy to brain-
storm and came up with
a garden beneath its so-
lar array that includes 10
species of native grasses
and 36 species of flow-
ers, according to Colleen
Hollinger, spokesperson
for Prairie Restorations.

The benefit is giving
habitat for bees and Mon-
arch butterflies, which
have been on the decline.
More birds will also be
attracted to the garden to
feed on the caterpillars,

Hollinger said.
Additionally, Davis
said  pollinator-friendly

gardens puts more organ-
ics into topsoil. He pitched
farmers to install pollina-
tor-friendly gardens since
it could improve crop
yields for soy beans and a
wide variety of fruits and
vegetables.

mi

1

Chiara Bolton (pictured) and Travis Bolton own Bolton Bees. They partnered with Connexus Energy to install 15 beehives by the solar garden

on the Ramsey campus.

These gardens are also
better long-term solutions
for managing water run-
off than gravel beds and
turf grass, he said.

Fresh Energy is an
advocate  of  pollina-
tor-friendly solar gardens
because these co-ops and
companies have large
amounts of land to plant
grasses and flowers and
would have hired a com-
pany for ongoing manage-
ment.

“Connexus’  pollina-
tor-friendly solar array
will provide pollinator

habitat equivalent to 726
houses having a 6-foot-
by-12-foot pollinator gar-
den,” Davis said.

Honey production

Greg Groenjes first pre-
sented the idea of having
honey-producing  hives
near the solar garden.

Groenje is manager of
construction, maintenance
and systems operations
for Connexus, but his side
hobby is beekeeping.

He had planned to
bring a couple of hives to
Connexus this spring, but
all the bees died this past
winter.

Connexus Energy will give this “solar honey” to its

members who subscribe to get some of their energy |

from the Solarwise garden and to groups it assists for

fundraisers.

Bolton Bees sells start-
er colonies that are bred
to better adapt to the
colder northern climate.

The company also
produces a line of differ-
ent honey products and
intends to register Solar
Honey for a federal trade-
mark. This would not
give Bolton Bees exclusive
rights, but it creates indus-
try standards for honey
produced on or adjacent
to solar arrays.

@jjh‘@; C&S BLACKTOPPING INC.

)00 RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL PAVING CONTRACTORS

Serving the Entire Metro and
Surrounding Areas for Over 50 Years

Freez WWW.C-sblacktopping.com

Estimates

763.428.2225

a “green” paving contractor

- 612.328.5534

14435 Northdale Blvd Rogers MN 55374
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Northern Lights Express

Higher Speed Passenger Rail Project

Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) document for the NLX Project is
available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017. To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mndot.gov/nlx

Public Meetings

May 16
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main St,
Sandstone

May 17*
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Duluth Depot
506 W Michigan St,
Duluth

May 18
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Dr NW,
Coon Rapids

Attend a public meeting to provide comments on the recently released
Tier 2 Project Level EA document and to talk with project staff.
There will be an opportunity to provide comments on the potential impacts to historic
properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.
*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet notification
requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11.

For more information on the upcoming public meetings or the Tier 2 EA:

L] www.mndot.gov/nlx

X nlx.dot@state.mn.us

“With its abundance of
pollinator-friendly flow-
ers, the Connexus solar
garden is the perfect envi-
ronment for a healthy bee
location,” Travis and Chi-
ara Bolton said.

eric.hagen@ecm-inc.com

Photos by Eric Hagen
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Connexus Energy’s garden by its solar panels on the
Ramsey campus attracts pollinators, including bees.
Photo by Rob Davis, Fresh Energy
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POLYMET

From Page A1

leaving the site may
need to be treated to
prevent acidic runoff
from polluting nearby
waters. PolyMet is fig-
uring on 50 years of
treatment costing about
$436 million. But Kui-
pers said the federal
Bureau of Land Man-
agement, for example,
figures on 500 years of
treatment, essentially
in perpetuity, which
would push the ongoing
PolyMet treatment cost
to nearly $3.7 billion.

Kuipers also criti-
cized PolyMet’s esti-
mate that cost overruns
will amount to only 5
percent of the total. In
real-world mine clo-
sures, Kuipers notes,
cost overruns ranged
from 30 to 80 percent
original cost estimates.

That “unrealistic”
5 percent contingency
estimate ‘“compromis-
es” PolyMet’s entire
permit application
“tremendously,” Kui-
pers said.

Unrealistic
returns?

Kuipers also ques-
tions PolyMet’s projec-
tion that its financial
assurance fund will
earn a net 6.9 percent
annually, figuring an
8 percent return on
investment and just 1.1
percent annual infla-
tion. Kuipers said the
industry standard is to
figure on net returns
of less than 4 percent,
while the federal Office
of Management and
Budget uses 1.5 percent.

That return rate
is critical because it
determines how much
money PolyMet must
front before any min-
ing can begin, either
in trust funds, surety
bonds or insurance pol-
icies, or a combination
of all three.

PolyMet says it can
achieve the $842 mil-
lion financial assurance
total needed by the 11th
year of operations to
close the mine early
(the company is plan-
ning a 20-year mine
life, with peak liability
starting at year 11) by
setting aside $332 mil-
lion when the permit is
awarded by the state.

Kuipers’ estimate is
more than three times
higher.

Using PolyMet’s clos-
ing cost estimate but
adding in higher cost
overruns and lower
interest rates, Kuipers
said the state should
demand at least $514
million and probably
much more. Figuring
only a 1.5 percent annu-
al return on investment
after inflation along
with a 30 percent con-
tingency or cost over-
run estimate and a
500-year water treat-
ment period, Kuipers
says PolyMet should be
required to front $934
million before any per-
mit is awarded.

Kuipers was hired by
the Minnesota Cen-
ter for Environmental
Advocacy to review the
PolyMet permit to mine
application. He has a
degree in mineral pro-
cess engineering from
the Montana School of
Mines. He’s worked on
mining and environ-
mental projects includ-
ing engineering design,
permitting, operations,
reclamation and clo-
sure, water treatment
and financial assurance
for more than 30 years.
He currently serves as
liaison for First Nations
tribes on the Mount Pol -
ley expert review panel
investigating solutions
to the 2014 Mount Pol-
ley mine disaster in
British Columbia.

Kuipers cited the
Zortman-Landusky
mine in Montana that

PolyMet

Processing plant
(former LTV site)
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operated from 1978 to
1998 when the owner,
Pegasus Gold Corp.,
declared  bankrupt-
cy and walked away
from its operations
in Nevada, Montana,
Idaho and Australia.
That forced the state of
Montana to take over
operations at Zortman-
Landusky where they
unexpectedly found
vast areas of acid mine
pollution that eventu-
ally cost nearly $100
million to clean up,
including starting per-
petual water treatment
at the site.

While the Zortman-
Landusky mine pro-
duced $300 million in
gold over 20 years of
operations, it closed
leaving Montana tax-
payers with a $33 mil-
lion cleanup bill.

“This is the kind of
thing you (Minnesota)
want to avoid,” Kuipers
said.

Minnesota offers a
more difficult, water-
rich environment than
Montana, he noted,
where lakes and rivers
might be 30 miles away
from the mine.

“It takes a great deal
more precautions,” he
said of mining in acid-
bearing rock in wet
areas such as North-
eastern  Minnesota.
“There’s a higher risk
that things could go
wrong.”

Draft permits by
September?

Most of the money
PolyMet says it will
need when it leaves
the project is for water
treatment using a
reverse osmosis filtra-
tion system. It’s hoped
that the system will
keep any acidic water
out of local waterways
where it might leach
heavy metals and other
pollutants into the eco-
system.

The rest of the money
would be used to close
the mine pit and reha-
bilitate the site, includ-
ing filling the mine pit,
safeguarding stock-
piles of acidic waste
rock, tearing down the
processing center and
leaving the site in a
more natural state that
is less likely to pollute
in the future.

“It’s interesting that
we are probably close
to agreeing on how
much it’s going to cost
to physically close the
operations, assuming
nothing goes wrong,”
said Aaron Klems,
spokesman for the
Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advo-
cacy. “The real issue
is how much do you
require PolyMet to put
up in real money, on
Day One, so that tax-
payers aren’t put at risk
for footing the bill for
long-term treatment or
cleaning up any mess?”

PolyMet has applied

Passengers
with bicycles
ride the DTA
for FREE on
National Bike

to Work Day
Friday,
May 19th

g

for most of the more
than 20 state and fed-
eral permits needed to
start the mining proj-
ect, the most important
of which is the permit
to mine through the
Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources.
That permit includes
state requirements for
financial assurance.

PolyMet spokesman
Bruce Richardson said
the initial permit to
mine application was a
first step in the com-
pany’s process with
the DNR. The company
expects robust negotia-
tions with the state to
develop the final num-
bers.

“The financial assur-
ance provisions in our
permit to mine appli-
cation, as with our
other permit applica-
tions, are under agen-
cy review. That review
will undoubtedly result
in various modifica-
tions being made of the
proposals, and those
changes will appear
in the draft permits
that the agencies will
begin issuing for public
review and comment,”
Richardson told the
News Tribune. “That
will be the appropriate
time to debate the mer-
its of the application.
It’s premature to do so
now.”

Barb Naramore, DNR
assistant commission-
er, told the News Tri-
bune she’s “anticipat-
ing a draft permit deci-
sion and public notice
in late summer” but
that could be delayed
considering the com-
plexity of the permit.
Naramore said the state
hasn’t even started
writing details of the
permit and that any
assessment of where
they are in determin-
ing financial assurance
numbers is premature.

“We are carefully
considering all infor-
mation and recommen-
dations from our con-
sultants, our own staff,
and other sources as
we work on the finan-
cial assurance aspects
of the permit to mine
application,” Naramore
said. “We are not yet at
the stage of developing
draft permit language.
If and when we do get
to that stage, we will
certainly be drawing
on the expertise of our
consultants.”

Naramore said all
interested parties will
have a chance to com-
ment on permit details
when the draft permit
goes public later this
year. She said that’s the
proper time for inter-
ested parties to weigh-
in on specifics.

“However, MCEA has
provided us with a copy
of Mr. Kuipers’ analysis
and we will certainly
review it,” he said.

State consultants
raise flags

The DNR’s financial
consultants hired to
help draft the permit for
Minnesota’s first-ever
copper mine submitted
their first major recom-
mendations in January.
They pored over past
examples where mines
in other states failed
to stop environmental
damage, where acidic
runoff damaged nearby
waters and where the
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companies  declared
bankruptcy and walked
away, often leaving
taxpayers holding the
cleanup bag.

They warned that
unless PolyMet finds a
major partner or is pur-
chased by a larger firm,
the small “Canadian
junior” company may
not be able to obtain
the bonds necessary to
fund financial assur-
ance up front. (Poly-
Met is one-third owned
by Swiss commodities
giant Glencore, but
PolyMet officials insist
they intend to run the
company after opening
the mine.)

And the state con-
sultants, like Kuipers,
warned against using
only PolyMet’s cash
flow to cover the cost
of paying for finan-
cial assurance. Poly-
Met would rather pay
as it goes, increasing
financial assurance as
it makes profits from
mining.

After looking at past
mine pollution prob-
lems, the state’s con-
sultants concluded
that “many of the
bankruptcies involved
small or junior min-
ing companies with-
out deep pockets. So
when the commodity
price slumped or addi-
tional financial assur-
ances were demanded,
the company could not
maintain the cash flow
and could not secure
outside financial assur-
ance after the fact.

“In most cases, nei-
ther party (regulatory
agencies nor the min-
ing company) under-
stood the true future
environmental damage
potential nor the cost
to mitigate the problem
because the regulators
did not insist on geo-
chemical sampling and
evaluation. The magni-
tude of the problem was
not recognized by the
regulators until after
the damage was done,
and by then it was too
late.”

The state consul-
tants then noted that
if an accurate, upfront
financial assurance had
been required, some
mining companies like-
ly would have walked
away.

“If the actual cost of
the reclamation and
water treatment were
recognized and factored
into the mine econom-
ics, some of these proj-
ects may never have
started,” the consul-
tants concluded.

Jobs and economic
impact

The PolyMet mine
is proposed near Bab-
bitt while the company
plans to reuse the idled
LTV Steel taconite pro-
cessing plant near Hoyt
Lakes to process cop-
per, nickel, gold and
other valuable metals.

PolyMet supporters
say the all-new kind of

PolyMet financial
assurance

How much money should PolyMet
be required to set aside before
mining starts to cover closing costs
and ongoing environmental
protection? Here’s a comparison
between the PolyMet proposal in its
permit to mine application and an
analysis by Montana mining
consultant Jim Kuipers.

PolyMet proposal
- Jim Kuipers estimate

Capital costs
$146,019,467

$146,019,467

Water treatment duration
50 years

500 years

Water treatment costs
$436,965,335

$3,696,752,226

Contingency/cost
overrun estimate

Total indirect costs
$612,134,042

$1,152,831,508

Estimated return on
investment after inflation

Total up-front money
available to state

$339,029,460

$934,163,343

NEWS TRIBUNE GRAPHICS
mining will employ 300
people and pump $550
million into the region-
al economy each year,
a welcome diversifica-
tion in an area hard-hit
by the cyclical iron ore
industry.

But critics say the
potential for polluted
runoff from the site is
too great and that the
potential environmen-
tal harm isn’t worth
the risk — especially
the risk of acidic runoff
when sulfur-bearing
rock is exposed to air
and water.

PolyMet’s Environ-
mental Impact State-
ment was approved in
2015 by the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources after a nearly
10-year environmen-
tal review period that
included a do-over
after the initial review
was deemed inadequate
by federal regulators.
The Hoyt Lakes mine
is the only project that
Toronto-based Poly-
Met has. The company
will need to raise more
than a half-billion dol-
lars from investors
and lenders to actu-
ally build out the mine,
with financing likely to
come after permits are
approved.

Construction would
start when permits are
issued and would take
about two years before
the mine is operational.

Judge
sets
rules for
Yanez
trial

Buttons,

signs, ‘facial
expressions’
banned from St.
Paul courtroom

ByTad Vezner

St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL — The judge
who will preside over
the trial of St. Anthony
police officer Jeronimo
Yanez has outlined what
behavior he will toler-
ate in his courtroom
— including a ban on
any facial expressions in
reaction to testimony.

An order signed by
Ramsey County District
Judge William Leary III
this week makes some
common stipulations,
such as not allowing
anyone to talk to jurors.
It also reserves a row
of seats each for the
families of Yanez and
Philando Castile, the
motorist he is accused of
shooting to death during
a traffic stop this past
summer.

But the order also
adds that “courtroom
attendees shall not wear
signs, buttons, articles
of clothing or attire, or
engage in other forms
of expression that refer
or call attention to this
matter, the Decedent,
parties or witnesses.”

Additionally, “court-
room attendees shall not
make any facial expres-
sion, gesture, utterance,
or change of demeanor
that conveys any opin-
ion or belief in response
to a statement of a party
or witness, argument or
statement of counsel, or
ruling of the court.”

During the trial, the
order calls for area out-
side the courtroom to
be cleared of everyone
but law enforcement
officials. The order also
states that “any conduct
in or outside the gov-
ernment building that
directly interferes with
the conduct of a fair and
impartial trial in this
matter is prohibited.”

The Yanez trial begins
May 30 in Ramsey
County District Court in
downtown St. Paul.

Yanez faces one count
of second-degree man-
slaughter and two fel-
ony-counts of danger-
ous discharge of a fire-
arm. He has pleaded not
guilty.

The Pioneer Press is a Forum News
Service media partner.
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Northern Lights Express

Higher Speed Passenger Rail Project

Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) document for the NLX Project is
available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017. To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mndot.gov/nix

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

Public Meetings

May 16
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main St,
Sandstone

May 17*
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Duluth Depot
506 W Michigan St,
Duluth

Attend a public meeting to provide comments on the recently released
Tier 2 Project Level EA document and to talk with project staff.
There will be an opportunity to provide comments on the potential impacts to historic
properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.
*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet notification
requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11.

™ nlx.dot@state.mn.us

May 18
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Dr NW,
Coon Rapids

For more information on the upcoming public meetings or the Tier 2 EA:
] www.mndot.gov/nlx

001579920r1



superiortelegram.com

The Superior Telegram | Friday, May 5, 2017

ScHooL
from Page A1

LPNs on staff.

The change would cost
the district an additional
$72,000 annually, said
Alayna Burger, school
district business man-
ager. However, if the
school district cannot
fill its vacancies and is
forced to contract out
work for the positions,
the annual cost would be
more than $125,000.

The School Board vot-
ed unanimously to move
the matter forward to its
regular meeting.

In other business:

It was announced
Monday that the food

services department ap-
plied for and received a
National School Lunch
Program  Equipment
Assistance grant. The
grant, totaling $57,137,
will go toward a new
oven at Northern Lights
Elementary School and a
new salad bar at Supe-
rior Middle School.

The oven costs nearly
$50,000 and will replace
an outdated oven and
two old steamers. The
salad bar will go into use
at the middle school in
the fall.

- Northern Lights Ele-
mentary School earned a
Wisconsin Title I School
of Recognition award for
the 2016-17 school year,
making it the fifth con-
secutive year the school

has been honored.

Northern Lights was
honored as a Beating-
the-0dds school. To
earn the award, a school
must be within the top
25 percent of high-pov-
erty schools in the state
and have above-average
student achievement in
reading and mathemat-
ics when compared sim-
ilar schools.

- During the reorga-
nization of the School
Board, officers remained
the same, with Len Al-
brecht named president
and Christina Kintop
named vice president.
Robert Morehouse was
appointed treasurer,
while Mike Raunio was
named school clerk.

GARFIELD
from Page A1

A citation for first of-
fense operating while
intoxicated was also
filed against Garfield in
connection with the in-
cident.

Officers responded to a
Banks Avenue residence
at about 7:27 p.m. April
25 after a domestic dis-
pute call was received
from a third party; of-
ficers learned Garfield
was the suspect, and he
had left the residence
prior to their arrival.
He was located by the
Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office in Pattison Park
and taken into custody.

Garfield reportedly
pointed a gun at the vic-
tim during an argument
after drinking. Police
later found the .22 mm
pistol loaded with eight
bullets at the Banks Av-
enue residence.

Garfield waived a
preliminary  hearing
Wednesday in Douglas
County Circuit Court and
was bound over for ar-
raignment on the felony
charge May 26. He was
ordered to have no con-
tact with the reported
victim, not operate a
motor vehicle without
a valid driver’s license,
and not use or possess
alcohol or dangerous
weapons.

Fennessey noted Gar-
field is innocent until
he is proven guilty, and
he’s hopeful Garfield re-
ceives a fair and speedy
trial.

“This goes beyond be-
ing proven innocent or
proven guilty,” Fen-

Correction

In a Tuesday story on
the Superior High School
musical “Grease,” the
number to call for ticket
reservations was incor-
rect. The correct number
is (715) 394-8720 ext.
119, the school treasur-
er’s office. The Telegram
apologizes for the error.
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nessey said. “As elected
officials, it is imperative
that we hold the trust of
the citizens ... once that
trust has been broken, it
needs to be addressed.”

Fennessey said the
trust people of Superior
put in Garfield has been
“completely destroyed”
and hinders his ability
to represent the 6th Dis-
trict.

“For me, as a loving
husband and the father
of three females, I am
sickened by the report
and the seriousness of
the allegations,” the
councilor said.

Fennessey urged the
Council to take ac-
tion, and reiterated and
joined Mayor Jim Paine’s
call for Garfield to step
down.

“I would like to ad-
dress the Council to
urge them to take this
issue seriously,” Laura
Gapske, a newly elected
member of the Supe-
rior School Board, said
Tuesday night. “I thank
Councilor Fennessey
for his words address-
ing this dark cloud that
has hit our community.
I’ve worked in the field
of domestic violence for
over 13 years, and my
kids have to hear why
we’re here today. It’s
because of a city coun-
cilor’s alleged poor ac-
tions. We need to talk
as a city and move to a
higher standard for pub-
lic officials.”

Gapske encouraged
the council to make sure
there is accountability
for the councilor’s al-
leged actions.

Pete MacInnes, a resi-
dent of the 6th District
represented by Garfield,
said he was grieved

e
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deeply when he saw the
newspaper article and
the charges filed against
the councilor.

“I do believe that ev-
eryone is innocent until
proven guilty, and we
must continue to allow
that process to play it-
self out,” MacInnes said.
He urged Garfield to step
down, and the Council
to take action to remove
him if he doesn’t step
down.

“As a former resi-
dent of his district, ’'m
very disappointed,” said
Kym Young, a commu-
nity advocate. “I have
grandchildren in this
community that I am
raising, young grand-
sons that I am raising to
be respectful of women,
to be respectful of our
laws, and to be respect-
ful of our community. I
teach in this community
that we need to be en-
gaged in our civic activi-
ties, and we look to our
elected officials and hold
them to a higher stan-
dard, whether that’s fair
or not. That is how our
society has worked and
does work. You're held
to a higher standard be-
cause you represent all
the people. I am very
disappointed in your ac-
tions and I am asking
you, as a former con-
stituent, to please step
down.”

Young said she doesn’t
believe that he can rep-
resent the people who
are victims of domestic
violence and can’t serve
as a good role model for
children in the commu-
nity.

“Do the honorable
thing and don’t make
our city council take the
next steps,” Young said.

Stormwater
Permitting
o

Up

ram
ate Meeting

An informational meeting will be held
from 4:00 PM-6:00 PM on Weds. May 10th at
Environmental Services Division of Public

Works, 51 E Ist St. Superior, W1.

Learn about The City of Superior’s Stormwater
Program updates and how it may affect the
permitting process. This meeting is specifically
for consultants and contractors who will be
involved with projects within the City limits. A
presentation will start at 4:30 and last about an
hour followed by a question and answer session.

Questions? Contact Kristy DeVera at
deverak@ci.superior.wi.us or 715-395-5841

More information at: www.ci.superior.
wi.us/574/Stormwater-Management

DAY OF PRAYER — Matthew Seiple Anderson plays at the 66th National Day
of Prayer outside of the Douglas County Courthouse on Thursday afternoon.

ENBRIDGE
from Page A1

last year. The mentoring
program matches stu-
dents with area automo-
tive professionals.

“We have two proj-
ects going on, technically
three projects,” said Es-
ler, who’s been involved
in the program since it
began five years ago.
“The Jeep was restored
with three students at
Len’s Auto Body. Then at
Johnny’s Auto Body, one
of our new mentors, they
scratch-built a matching
off-road trailer, and they
restored a 1970s Honda
Trail 70 mini-bike to go
on back.”

The finished project

will be sold as a lot at
the annual Kars at the
Kitchen show May 21.

Next year’s students
may get the chance to
modify the donated Sil-
verado. For more infor-
mation on the program,
visit the Spartan Hot Rod
Facebook page.

Whenever Enbridge
has trucks to replace,
keys change hands.

“It’s not a regular
thing, but when we have
them we donate them
to local response groups
or nonprofits,” said En-
bridge spokeswoman
Becky Haase. “We really
want to support our lo-
cal emergency respond-
ers and community. Part
of our priority of being a
good neighbor is giving
back and being the solu-
tion when nonprofits and

folks need resources.”

To sign up for a do-
nated vehicle, visit www.
enbridge.com and search
“apply for funding.”

“Emergency respond-
ers, they’re the first ones
to get picked,” Haase
said. “They have to be
near our lines, likely to
respond in the event of
an Enbridge need.”

There are about 40
agencies on the list cur-
rently.

“We were excited that
we came up this soon be-
cause I think we’ve only
been on the list a year or
two,” Nordrum said.

Two more trucks are
set to be donated in the
Northland in the next
few weeks, according to
Eric Mack, communica-
tions coordinator with
Enbridge.

Homicie
from Page A1

with the ATM Mafia in
Duluth. A female witness
also identified the man
as Band-Aid. She pulled
out her smartphone
and identified Band-Aid
as Smith through his
Facebook page. Another
woman, who was seen
next to Smith in the vid-
eo, viewed the footage.
She didn’t know who the
man next to her was, but
came back later to show
detectives Smith’s Face-
book page.

Braman told the court
police also found re-
ports and a booking
photo on file connecting
Smith with the nickname
Band-Aid.

The witness from the
alley was shown the body
camera footage and im-

mediately
Smith.

Braman said the wit-
ness said he was positive
Smith shot Kyle.

When asked for clarifi-
cation by Court Commis-
sioner Rebecca Lovejoy,
Braman agreed that the
witness was identifying
Smith as the man he saw
with the gun.

District Attorney Mark
Fruehauf introduced
Smith’s 2013 judgment
of conviction for assault
in the third degree, sub-
stantial bodily harm in
Minnesota, as well as
a copy of the criminal
complaint.

Fruehauf said that
under Minnesota law,
whether a conviction is
a felony or misdemeanor
depends on the sentence
given. Because of the
amount of time Smith
served — less than a year
— it is considered a mis-

recognized

demeanor by Minnesota
statute.

“I don’t view that
as fatal to our case, I
guess,” Fruehauf said
after the hearing.

If the offense had been
committed in Wisconsin,
he said, it would be a
felony.

“Wisconsin prohibits
people from possessing
firearms in this state if
they commit an offense
in another state that
would be a felony in this
state,” Fruehauf said.
“He’s not a felon, but
he is a person prohibited
from having a firearm.”

Public Defender Fred-
ric Anderson, who rep-
resents Smith, said the
question of whether
Smith is considered a
felon is “probably an
argument for another
day.”

Smith’s next court ap-
pearance is set for June 5.

mn
Northern Lights Express

Higher Speed Passenger Rail Project

Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) document for the NLX Project is
available, Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017. To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mndot.gov/nix

DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

May 16
5:30- 7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main 5t,
Sandstone

May 17*
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Duluth Depot
506 W Michigan St,
Duluth

] www.mndot.gov/nlx

Attend a public meeting to provide comments on the recently released
Tier 2 Project Level EA document and to talk with project staff.
There will be an opportunity to provide comments on the potential impacts to historic
properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.
*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet notification
requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.717.

For more information on the upcoming public meetings or the Tier 2 EA:

B4 nlx.dot@state.mn.us

May 18
5:30- 7:30 p.m.
Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Dr NW,
Coon Rapids
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WHEN YOU'RE AGING

SUCCESSFULLY...

715-718-6229 | npseniorliving.com
1915 N. 34th Street | Superior, WI

At New Perspective, you'll discover more than a place to live, you'll uncover a vibrant
community of people just like you. You'll find spacious apartments designed for seniors along
with amenities and activities that give you the freedom to live vibrantly and age successfully.

Independent | Assisted | Memory Care

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS

FREE RENT"
YOUR 3RD
MONTH

When You Reserve
an Apartment by
May 30, 2017*

*Restrictions
Apply. Call for
Details.
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FRENCH ELECTION

France prepares to step into political unknown

By ALISSA J. RUBIN
New York Times

PARIS-France’s presidential
election on Sunday has already
broken allkinds of barriersina
country where politics seemed
frozen for decades. The two
candidates are outsiders. The
political establishment has
been elbowed aside. The tone
of the race between the insur-
gents has shocked many forits
raw anger.

Then, barely an hour before
the official close of campaign-
ing at midnight Friday, the staff
of the presumed front-runner,
Emmanuel Macron, a39-year-
old former investment banker,
announced that his campaign
had been the target of a hack-
ing operation. Internal e-mails
and other documents, some
real, some fake, according to

the campaign, were posted
on an online message board
favored by white nationalists
in an apparent effort to aid his
rival, Marine Le Pen, 48, the
far-right leader.

Saturday was a surreal day
in France. The dramatic tim-
ing of the leaks, coming just
as French law mandated a
44-hour mediablackout before
and during Sunday’s critical
presidential runoff, jolted the
final hours of the race.

The French media largely
observed the blackout, offer-
ing little about the content of
the hacking, which appeared to
involve mundane exchanges.

But the hacking succeeded
in sowing still more confu-
sion in a race that was already
among the most unpredict-
able in memory. Even before
the last-minute attempt at

sabotage, the election rep-
resented a big step into the
political unknown for France
— the first time in more than
50 years that neither of the
establishment parties will be
represented in the final round.

Instead, voters will choose
one of two starkly different
candidates, who each have
pledged to change the system,
though in different ways.

Le Pen, a fierce nationalist,
wants to take France out of the
European Union and restore
the franc. Macron, a centrist
who formed his own party, En
Marche!, wants to push mar-
ket and labor reforms to make
France more competitive and
deepen its ties to the E.U.

“The experienced politi-
cians were rejected, and now
we have a new category of
candidate,” said Dominique

Bussereau, a member of the
mainstream right party Les
Republicains.

But for all the turmoil,
whether either candidate will
be able to muster broad legis-
lative or popular support is in
doubt — raising the real possi-
bility that an electionintended
to shake the status quo could
still result in stasis. Can either
candidate, as an outsider, really
be effective as president?

Neither has ever held
national elected office. Each
lacks any real base of sup-
port in Parliament and will be
trying to build one from the
ground up — and the president
of France is powerful only ifhe
or she has a majority in Parlia-
ment to help push through his
or her party’s program.

That uncertainty may rip-
ple through Europe, which will

be watching closely to gauge
both the strength of far-right
forces in France and the depth
of the anti-E.U. sentiment.

The differences between
the candidates are so deep
that the winner will surely be
seenas aharbinger of Europe’s
future. Resentment of E.U.
rules and the failure of the
bloc to wrestle with immigra-
tion and border controls were
major issues in the campaign.

Beyond France, the election
will be critical in determin-
ing Europe’s openness to the
world and the fate of its gen-
erous social welfare benefits.
It is being especially closely
watched in Germany, which
holds parliamentary elections
in September.

In particular, a close eye
will be kept on Le Pen’s share
ofthe vote, which will serve as

agauge of the current strength
of the populist tide that last
year ushered Britain’s vote
to leave the E.U. and Donald
Trump to power in the U.S.

In the final polls, Macron
was favored to win — by as
much as 20 percentage points.
Still, the polls come after along
season of staggering electoral
upsets around the world.

No matter who wins, the
country will be abandoning
the political order that has
shaped it for the past 59 years,
when it was dominated by the
country’s two mainstream par-
ties — the Socialist Party and
the center-right Republicains.

“We are changing into a
four-party system that has
never existed before in France
... and that does not exist else-
where inlarge European coun-
tries,” Bussereau said.

Get inspired.
Meet medical specialists. Connect with others.
All at a Novartis MS Education Link Event

Barbara Green, MD
is talking multiple sclerosis (MS)
and treatment.

9/12/17 at 9:00 AM

Woody’s Shady Oak Grille
6399 City West Parkway ¢ Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
© 2015 Novartis

Save a seat for a friend.
Accessible to folks in wheelchairs or
who need assistance.

Light meal served. Validated parking.

Space is limited.
Please RSVP by calling

1-866-682-7491

) NOVARTIS

12/15

East Hanover, New Jersey 07936-1080
T-XMG-1325053

Far right in U.S. cheers hack of candidate

<FRANCE from Al

trying to go global,” said Ben
Nimmo, a senior fellow of the
digital forensics research lab
at the Atlantic Council, a think
tank, who has studied the far
right’s recent efforts against
Macron and others in France.
“There’s a feeling of trying to
export the revolution.”

The leak, which involved
posting campaign documents
like e-mails and accounting
records to message boards,
occurred late Friday, hours
before a legal prohibition on
campaign communications
went into effect across France.
In response, Macron’s team
said the hackers had included
fake information alongside
authentic material “to sow
doubt.”

“Intervening in the final
hour of the official campaign,
this operation is clearly a mat-
ter of democratic destabiliza-
tion, as was seen in the United

PRE-SUMMER SPECIAL

Lennox Furnace & A/C
'Energy Efficient Home Comfort System

54,995

INSTALLED o WIRED e PERMITS e DONE!
Call for details. Offer ends 6/30/17.

: Pre-Summer
: A/C Precision Tune-Up

---------------------

E 8 8 + parts & refrigerant

E Within 25 miles. Call for details. Offer ends 6/30/17.

S BN PREMIERDEALER
HEATING BUSINESS @ - WD

AIR CONDITIONING

PLUMBING service@ksheating.com | www.ksheating.com
ELECTRICAL

: Duct Cleaning Special

:1/2 Price

Limited time offer. Featuring the famous Rotobrush cleaning system.

952-697-HEAT (4328)
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Northern Lights Express

Higher Speed Passenger Rail Project

Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment

The Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment (EA) document for the NLX Project is
available. Comments on the document will be accepted until May 24, 2017. To view the
document and for more information on submitting comments: www.mndot.gov/nlx

Public Meetings

May 16
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main St,
Sandstone

May 17*
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Duluth Depot
506 W Michigan St,
Duluth

May 18
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Dr NW,
Coon Rapids

Attend a public meeting to provide comments on the recently released
Tier 2 Project Level EA document and to talk with project staff.
There will be an opportunity to provide comments on the potential impacts to historic
properties, public parks and recreation areas and recreational trails.
*The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet notification
requirements under Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11.

For more information on the upcoming public meetings or the Tier 2 EA:

] www.mndot.gov/nlx

X nix.dot@state.mn.us

GRAHAM HUGHES ¢ Canadian Press via AP
French citizens in Montreal cast early votes in the French presi-
dential election on Saturday. Macron was well ahead in the polls.

States during the last presi-
dential campaign,” Macron’s
campaign said in a statement
late Friday, minutes before the
communications prohibition
went into effect.

By Saturday, a trail of digi-
tal crumbs appeared to tie the
attack on Macron’s campaign
to Russian hackers. Forensics
specialists found that one of
the leaked Excel documents
from Macron’s campaign had
been modified on a Russian
version of Excel, and edited on
Russian-language computers.

One document had last
been modified by a Russian
user named Roshka Georgiy
Petrovich. The 32-year-old
employee of the Moscow-
based Eureka CJSC, a Russian
technology company, did not
immediately return e-mails
requesting comment. Eureka
CJSC’s clients include several
Russian government agencies.

U.S. intelligence officials
say that Russian government
agencies regularly outsource
political cyberattacks to Rus-
sian cybercriminals and top
computer engineers. Security
experts note that the digital
crumbs could be the sloppy
work of a Russian engineer,
or studiously left by hackers
looking to mask their true
identities and whereabouts.

Within hours after the
hacked documents were made
public, the hashtag #Macron-
Leaks began trending world-

wide, aided by far-right activ-
ists in the United States who
have been trying to sway the
vote in favor of Le Pen.

Jack Posobiec, a journalist
with the far-right news out-
let the Rebel, was the first to
use the hashtag with a link to
the hacked documents online,
which was then shared more
widely by WikiLeaks. Poso-
biec remains the second-most
mentioned individual on Twit-
ter in connection with the
hashtag behind WikiLeaks.

While there is no evi-
dence that the breach against
Macron’s campaign was orga-
nized by thisloosely connected
group of far-right campaign-
ers, the U.S. activists have been
gathering on sites like 4chan
and Discord, which were pre-
viously used to coordinate
support for Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign.

One popular tactic, experts
say, has been “Twitter raids,”
or efforts to hijack trending
hashtags and topics on the
social media site and inject
far-right and anti-Macron pro-
paganda.

A week before the second
round of the French election,
for instance, online activists,
many from the United States
and other English-speaking
countries, flooded Twitter
with coordinated anti-Macron
memes — online satirical pho-
tos with biting captions —
carrying hashtags like #ely-

see2017 that were linked to the
campaign. That included por-
traying him as a 21st-century
equivalent of Marie Antoi-
nette; other memes made
allegations of an extramarital
affair.

“They tried to bombard
French Twitter with memes
favorable to Le Pen,” said Pad-
raic Ryan, a project coordina-
tor at Storyful, an online mar-
keting company that tracks
social media activity around
news events. “The campaigns
are showing an increasing
level of sophistication and
coordination.”

Despite these increasingly
coordinated digital efforts by
far-right activists, analysts say,
their efforts had not reached
the vast majority of the French
electorate — until the Fri-
day release of the hacked
documents.

It will most likely take until
after the election to review all
the leaked documents. Under
France’s electoral rules, pub-
lication of the material before
voting could lead to charges.

On Saturday, Le Monde, a
French newspaper that has
been fact-checking online
information, posted a mes-
sage below all of its election
articles, saying that it would
notdisclose the contents of the
breach until after the voting
Sunday. Le Monde said it did
not want the leak to be used to
disrupt the electoral process.

The French mediahasbeen
ordered by the electoral com-
mission not to publish con-
tents of the leaks. But the
growth of digital misinfor-
mation and other falsities is
likely to only grow in a sea-
son of elections in Europe in
which British and German
voters will soon head to the
polls, said Janis Sarts, director
of the NATO Strategic Com-
munications Center of Excel-
lence, in Riga, Latvia.

“Misinformationis increas-
ingly used to achieve political
ends,” Sarts said. “Technology
helps to amplify that message
through fake news sites and
social media.”
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395 John Ireland Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55155

News Release

April 21, 2017 Contact: Mary McFarland Brooks
651-366-4280

MnDOT releases Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment
document for Northern Lights Express passenger rail project

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Minnesota Department of Transportation and the Federal Railroad
Administration, in cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, have released the
Tier 2 Project Level Environmental Assessment document on the Northern Lights Express Project,
a proposed higher speed intercity passenger rail project to provide rail service between
Minneapolis and Duluth. The NLX Project would operate on approximately 152 miles of existing
BNSF railway track.

The agencies prepared the Tier 2 Project Level EA document to meet federal and state
environmental requirements to advance the NLX Project into further design and project
development. The Tier 2 Project Level EA builds on the NLX Tier 1 Service Level EA prepared in
2013, and addresses specific project-related issues and likely environmental effects associated
with proposed track infrastructure, stations, and layover and maintenance facilities.

The Tier 2 Project Level EA document will be available on the project website, www.mndot.gov/nlx,
and at local government offices and libraries throughout the corridor on or after April 24. A list of
locations to view the document is available below. To request a document in an alternative format
call 651-366-4718 or email ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us. Written comments on the Tier 2 Project
Level EA are due by May 24, 2017. Send comments to Francis Loetterle, MNDOT, 395 John
Ireland Boulevard, MS 470, St. Paul, MN 55155 or email to nlx.dot@state.mn.us .

MnDOT is also hosting public meetings to provide information on the Tier 2 Project Level EA,
answer questions and offer an opportunity for public comment. There will be no formal
presentation. Public meetings will be held at the following times and locations:

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Sandstone

Tuesday, May 16

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Sandstone Senior Center
206 Main St.

Sandstone, Minn.

Duluth*
Wednesday, May 17
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Duluth Depot
506 West Michigan St.
Duluth, Minn

Coon Rapids

Thursday, May 18

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Coon Rapids Civic Center
11155 Robinson Dr. Northwest
Coon Rapids, Minn

* The public meeting in Duluth will also serve as a public hearing to meet requirements under
Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter TRANS 400.11, Distribution and Review of Environmental
Documents. The format and information provided at the Duluth meeting will be the same as the
meetings in Sandstone and Coon Rapids.

In addition to the NLX project website, the Tier 2 Project Level EA can be viewed at:

e MnDOT Library, MnDOT Transportation Building, 395 John Ireland Boulevard, St. Paul, MN
55155-1800

o Cambridge Public Library 244 South Birch Street, Cambridge, MN 55008

o Coon Rapids Crooked Lake Branch Library, 11440 Crooked Lake Boulevard NW, Coon
Rapids, MN 55433

e Duluth Public Library, 520 W. Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55802

e Hennepin County Library — Minneapolis Central, Environmental Conservation Library, 300
Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401-1992

¢ Hinckley Public Library, 106 First Street SE, Hinckley, MN 55037

e Sandstone Public Library, 119 N. Fourth Street, Sandstone, MN 55072

e Superior Public Library, 1530 Tower Avenue, Superior, MN 54880

The Tier 2 EA includes documentation on the preliminary Section 106 findings regarding historic
properties. The Tier 2 EA document also includes information on the Section 4(f) impacts and the
preliminary de minimis findings, i.e., that adverse impacts to parks and recreation facilities and
recreational trails would not result from the proposed project. Any comments received regarding
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this issue during the public comment period will be taken by the Federal Railroad Administration in
making its final de minimis determination.

For more information, visit www.mndot.gov/nlx.

To request an ASL interpreter call 651-366-4720. To request other reasonable accommodations,
call 651-366-4718; the Minnesota Relay Service toll-free at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY, Voice or ASCII)
or 711, or email your request to ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us.

HHH

An Equal Opportunity Employer

A-24


http://www.mndot.gov/nlx
mailto:ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us

	Public Meeting Record
	Meeting Format
	Attendance
	Notification
	Information Presented
	Agency and Public Comments
	Additional Information

	EQB Monitor
	Signed Certificate
	Superior Telegraph Legal Notice Affidavit
	Duluth News Tribune Legal Notice Affidavit
	Star Tribune Legal Notice
	Star Tribune Legal Notice Affidavit
	Isanti County News Tear Sheet
	Pine City Pioneer Tear Sheet
	Hinckley News Tear Sheet
	Anoka County Herald Tear Sheet
	Duluth News Tribune Tear Sheet
	Superior Telegram Tear Sheet
	Star Tribune Tear Sheet
	News Release




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		NLX_FOFC_App_A-ada.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



