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Table A.1. Minnesota EAW – FRA EA Reference 
Minnesota EAW Form Item EA Section 
1.   Project Title Cover 
2.   Proposer Cover, 1.0 
3.   RGU Cover, 1.0 
4.    Reason for EAW preparation 1.0 
5.   Project location 2.1, Appendix A 
6.   Description 2.2, 3.2  
7.   Project magnitude data 3.2 
8.   Permits and approvals required 2.6 
9.   Land Use 4.1 
10. Cover types 4.3 
11. Fish, wildlife and ecologically sensitive resources 4.3 
12. Physical impacts on water resources 4.4, 4.5 
13. Water use 4.5 
14. Water-related land use management district 4.5 
15. Water surface use 4.5 
16. Erosion and sedimentation 4.5 
17. Water quality: surface water runoff 4.5 
18. Water quality: wastewater 4.5 
19. Geological hazards and soil conditions 4.10 
20. Solid wastes, hazardous wastes, storage tanks 4.8 
21. Traffic 4.2 
22. Vehicle-related air emissions. 4.6 
23. Stationary source air emissions. NA 
24. Odors, noise and dust. 4.7 
25a. Archeological, historical or architectural resources 4.9 
25b. Prime or unique farmlands 4.10 
25c. Designated parks, recreation areas or trails 4.11 
25d. Scenic views and vistas 4.12 
25e. Other unique resources NA 
26.   Visual impacts 4.12 
27.    Compatibility with plans and land use regulations. 4.1 
28.  Impact on infrastructure and public service. 4.2, 4.13 
29. Cumulative potential effects. 4.16 
30. Other potential environmental impacts. NA 
31.  Summary of issues Executive Summary 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 2 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 3 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 4 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 5 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 6 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 7 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 8 February 2013 
 
 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 9 February 2013 
 
 

 



 NLX Environmental Assessment A - 10 February 2013 
 
 

Table A.2.  Township, Range, Sections within the NLX Corridor 

Minnesota 
Township (N), Range (W) Sections 
29,24 02, 03, 11, 13, 14, 22, 23 
30, 24 03, 10, 15, 22, 27, 34 
31, 24 02, 11, 14, 23, 26, 35, 36 
32, 24 02, 11, 14, 23, 26, 35 
33, 24 01, 12, 13, 23, 24, 26, 35 
34, 23 06, 07, 18, 19, 30 
34, 24 25, 36 
35, 23 05, 08, 17, 20, 29, 30, 31 
36, 23 03, 10, 15, 16, 21, 28, 32, 33 
37, 23 02, 11, 14, 22, 23, 27, 34 
38, 22  06, 07 
38, 23 12, 13, 24, 25, 26, 35 
39, 22 05, 08, 17, 19, 20, 30, 31 
40, 21 06, 
40, 22  01, 11, 12, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 32, 33 
41, 20 05, 06, 07, 18 
41, 21 13, 24, 25, 26, 27, 32, 33, 34 
42, 20 01, 02, 09, 10, 11, 16, 20, 21, 29, 32 
43, 19  02, 03, 09, 10, 16, 17, 19, 20, 30, 31 
43, 20 36,  
44, 18 03, 09, 10, 16, 17, 19, 20, 30 
44, 19 25, 35, 36 
45, 17 04, 05, 08,17, 18,19 
45, 18 24, 25, 26, 34, 35 
46, 15 06, 
46, 16 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 
46, 17 24, 25, 26, 27, 33, 34 
49, 14 04, 05, 07, 08, 17, 18, 27, 33, 34 

Wisconsin 
Township (N), Range (W) Sections 
46, 15 4, 6 
47, 14  4, 8 ,9, 17, 19, 20 
47, 15 23, 24, 26, 27, 32, 33, 34 
48, 14 03, 10, 15, 22, 27, 28, 33 
49, 14 08, 15, 16, 17, 22, 27, 34 
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NLX: Alternative Development Studies  

• Northern Lights Express High Speed Rail Corridor Assessment Report, Level 1 Screening 
Report (Steps 1, 2 and 3), dated December 29, 2009, Revised June 2010.  Level 1 is an initial 
screening of rail alternatives, addressing operational characteristics, investment requirements, 
and environmental constraints at a broad conceptual level.  

• Northern Lights Express Technical Memorandum: Functional Analysis of Routes 9, 11 and 
11A (Level 2 Analysis), dated December 2010.  Level 2 assesses the functional characteristics 
(capital improvements, travel time, ridership, revenue and benefit-cost) to determine if 
alternatives still under consideration following the Level 1 screen could be further narrowed 
before proceeding into detailed environmental analysis for the Environmental Assessment. 

• Northern Lights Express Passenger Rail Project Concept-Level Engineering Report, Level 3 
Analysis, Routes 9, 11 and 11a, dated April 2011, revised June 2011. Level 3 analysis 
includes development of conceptual engineering of Routes 9, 11 and 11a and includes a more 
detailed capital cost estimate based on this concept engineering. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  




