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MINUTES

Advocacy Council for Tribal Transportation
Grand Portage – Casino & Hotel
July 22, 2010
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Jason Hollinday, Co-Chair, ACTT, called the meeting to order. Introductions were conducted.

Members Present:

Jason Hollinday, Co-Chair, Fond du Lac
Mike Moilanen, Mille Lacs

Evelyn Howard, Leech Lake
Linda Aitken, Mn/DOT

Mike Tardy, Mn/DOT-Duluth (Alt)


Marty Connor, Bois Forte 
Dave Danz, Grand Portage

Bill Vogel, Grand Portage (Alt)
Millie Baird, USFS, Chippewa Nat’l Forest

Members Absent: 
Marc Mogan, Co-Chair, Prairie Island
Burny Tibbets, White Earth

Tom Fronk, BIA (Alt)


John Velat, Mich TTAP



Dean Blanchard, Red Lake

Lester Morris, Shakopee Mdewakanton
Gabe Prescott, Lower Sioux 
Travis Leenerts, Upper Sioux

Annamarie Hill, MN Indian Affairs Council Jim Johnson, SEH, MN Cities

Nelrae Succio, Mn/DOT-Rochester

Derrell Turner, FHWA 
Guests Present:

Teresa Martin, Mn/DOT, Office of OES

Angela Finn, Mn/DOT, Civil Rights
Art Chase, Leech Lake
Andrea Kiepe, Transportation 4 America




Bob Goggleye, Leech Lake
 Liz Walton, Mn/DOT
Mark Nelson, Mn/DO

Review and Approve Agenda:
The April 20, 2010 ACTT agenda was reviewed. 
Jason Hollinday: Recommend Mike Moilanen report on the June 2010 IRRPCC meeting be added to the agenda.
Mike Moilanen motioned to accept the revised agenda; Millie Baird seconded. Motion carried.

Review and approval of ACTT Minutes (April 30, 2010)
Correction – Location of meeting – Mille Lacs Band
Evelyn Howard motioned to approve the April 30, 2010 minutes; Bill Vogel seconded.  Motion carried.
Report:

IRRPCC:  Mike Moilanen

BIA has served a notice of tribal consultation to discuss a proposed change in how BIA and the FHWA will implement Question 10 of 25 CFR Part 170, Subpart C. Question 10 determines the percentages that certain transportation facilities contribute to the calculation of the Relative Need Distribution Factor formula for Indian Reservation Road Program funds. 

Tribal consultation for MN will be held on September 1, 2010 at Minneapolis, exact location TBD.

Comments:

· New proposed percentages for fed/state/county roads from 100% to 20% will significantly impact MN tribes

· Proposed percentages from FHWA & BIA, not the IRRPCC

· Most roads on MN reservations are “other” (than BiA or tribal roads)

· Will take effect in 2012

· Proposed percentages more closely follows Rule than current percentage

ACTION:  Mike will provide copy of IRRPCC minutes or the website of IRRPCC minutes for the ACTT.
Old Business:

Issue: Roadside Vegetation Management 
Update:  Linda Aitken – Second RVM MOU will be signed on July 23, 2010 between Grand Portage and Mn/DOT. 
Issue: Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) 
Tom Fronk (BIA) is assisting the tribes to develop Tribal Safety Plans.  Currently, the White Earth Band has an approved Tribal Safety Plan in place.  Two other tribes, Mille Lacs and Fond du Lac, will begin the tribal safety plan development process with local meetings scheduled on August 25 and 26, respectively.   See information on TZD Out-State Coordinators – Tom Fronk requested to add these names/positions to Tribal Safety Plan meeting.
Bob Goggleye:  Leech Lake has some concern regarding safety.  Evelyn Howard volunteered to be the contact person for Leech Lake re tribal safety plans

Jason Hollinday:  Fond du Lac received a Safe Routes to Schools grant.  Jason will share information to tribes – as requested.

Mike Tardy:  Mn/DOT will be hiring one, and possibly up to 3, TZD out-state coordinators. D1 and D2 are in the process of filling a TZD coordinator to share between their two districts. There is a possibility that additional TZD coordinators may be hired among the other outstate districts of 3, 4, 7, and 8.  Rochester has a coordinator, who will be the lead for the other coordinators.   They will be responsible for coordinating state and local governments, and other stake holder groups in their toward zero deaths programs. 

Note:  The 2010 Statewide TZD Conference will be held on October 25 & 26, 2010, at the Crowne Plaza Riverfront Hotel in St. Paul.

Issue:   Tribal Communication Meeting – Linda/Jason
Jason Hollinday reported on the Tribal Communication meeting held on March 10 meeting at the Duluth Mn/DOT office.  Attendees included Carlton and St. Louis counties, Mn/DOT, 
Linda Aitken mentioned that White Earth started Tribal Communications meeting back in 2008 with Mn/DOT, Counties and townships.  Their group is called TAC (Transporation Action Committee) and meets on a quarterly schedule. 
Mike Moilanen said he would like to have a Tribal Communication meeting at Mille Lacs.  Linda will contact D3 to request a meeting.

Linda introduced the next New Business issue as it relates to Tribal Communication.  Federal law requires States to consult with tribes on transportation planning.  The question put to the ACTT is what that consultation should be to be meaningful, consistent and productive.

New Business

Issue: Statewide Multi-modal Planning – Mark Nelson
(Policy Issues and Updates)
Mark Nelson:   Provided an overview of the new office of Statewide Multi Modal Planning Office created in February 2010.   One of the first objectives of the new office is to develop a fifty year vision for transportation in the state.  This vision will serve as the foundation for the next 20 year multimodal transportation plan. His office will be consulting with partners to develop and articulate a long-term vision that includes forming a steering committee & advisory groups and will hold workshops around the state.  The question from tribes was how does livability/sustainability apply to rural/tribes.  Mark – they are looking for tribes to assist with this.  Is there a better way to get the Tribes involved in Statewide planning?  Mark Nelson can be reached 651-366-3794.  

ACTT members agreed that consultation should be to continue meeting with the ACTT, tribes should participate in the planning process through the Area Transportation Partnership (ATP), and Mn/DOT should meet annually with each tribe.  The annual meetings that work best are the tribal communications meetings as developed by the ACTT.

Elevating Multi Modal Planning PPT  
Issue: Mississippi River Trail (MRT) Bicycle Route, Elizabeth Walton, Mn/DOT
Liz Walton:  The Mississippi River Trail provides an opportunity for bicyclists of all kinds to follow America’s great river.  Long-distance and adventure cyclists can travel the 3,000 miles from its “headwaters” in Lake Itasca State Park where the river is a small brook, all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. In Minnesota, this bicycle route is largely on the shoulders of low traffic paved roads but includes relatively long segments of scenic state and regional trails.  The route in Minnesota goes through one tribe reservation, Leech Lake, but is adjacent to three others, White earth, Mille Lacs and Prairie Island.  The first round of community meetings was completed on July 8 – the four tribes were formally invited to participate in the meetings. Linda Aitken and Evelyn Howard attended the meetings and informed the ACTT that it was an excellent opportunity to provide information about preferred bike route as it might influence/impact tribal economic interests, cultural & historic information sharing.  Linda also commented that all of Minnesota was occupied by tribes in the past and the bike route could pass by significant historic/cultural sites.  Tribes that are not on/near the MRT may still provide comments regarding tribal interests.
Mike Moilanen said the monument on Sandy Lake might be a potential historical marker.
ACTION:  Discussion regarding an official meeting with the Leech Lake Tribal Council regarding the MRT.  Linda will work with Liz Walton and Evelyn Howard to request a meeting with the Council.    
ACTION:  Request a list of tribal historians from MN tribes - Linda
Issue:  Transportation For America, Andrea Kiepe, MN Field Organizer
Andrea Kiepe:   Every six years, Congress sets the country's transportation and infrastructure priorities—allocating hundreds of billions of dollars for projects that shape our communities for generations.

The upcoming reauthorization of the federal transportation bill is our country's best chance to create a system where cyclists and pedestrians are safe, trains are faster and run cleaner, public transportation is widely available and efficient, roads and bridges are in good repair, and Americans everywhere benefit from a smarter network of transportation alternatives. Our new platform shows our leaders how to use this extraordinary opportunity to create the 21st Century infrastructure we need.
Information available online at http://www.t4america.org 
Discussed Livable Communities Act (S.1619,H.R.4690)

Issue:  Michigan Tribal Transportation Technical Assistance Program, John Velat, Assistant Director

Due to car trouble, John Velat was not able to attend the meeting.

Issue:
Round Robin – All
Teresa Martin:  the Mn/DOT Environmental Office has met with Upper Sioux regarding environmental work on the Upper Sioux reservation.  Has a meeting scheduled with Grand Portage tomorrow (July 23).
Teresa Martin:  Legacy Funds are available to tribes for cultural resource projects. The $7,000 and under funds are available each month. They can be used for things like interpretive signage, collecting oral histories, etc. There are higher levels of funding but these new monies won't be available until next year.

 

The application for the $7,000 and under is fairly easy.  All information and applications are available on the Minnesota Historical Society website. Here is the link. http://www.mnhs.org/legacy/grants/index.htm
Linda Aitken:  Will be attending a TPCB State DOT Tribal Liaison Roundtable and Panel (August 19-20, 2010 in Albuquerque, NM).  2010 State Tribal Liaison Roundtable and Panel discussion has two primary goals:   1). To assess how the field has grown since 2005, when the last State DOT Tribal Liaison Roundtable and Panel Discussion was held in Spokane, WA, and to reflect on accomplishments since then; and 2).  To advance the community of practice in state tribal consultation, gather all the existing State DOT Tribal Liaison staff to highlight best practices, challenges and lessons learned. 
Jason Hollinday-Fond du Lac completed a Cooperative project, Moorhead Road in Carlton County

Bob Goggleye:  Bob reported on the CDL training at Leech Lake, co-partnered with Mn/DOT CO & District 2, Leech Lake Band and the Leech Lake Tribal College.  The training had 40 applicants, 16 of those qualified, 15 accepted (2 dropped out).  13 Completed the program – 11 passed the CDL test and 2 would be taking the test at the end of the week.  Leech Lake hired 4 of the students.  Highly successful program.  Graduation ceremony next week.  

Bob:   Leech Lake is also wrapping up all the ARRA projects - 17 Native Americans were employed on these projects.  They are researching the economic impact on the reservation from the ARRA projects and will produce a report.
Next ACTT meeting:  October 15, 2010, at White Earth.  Linda Aitken will send information on room reservations, etc.
Adjourn

Mike Moilanen motioned to adjourn the ACTT meeting; Jason Hollinday seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 1 p.m.

Tour – Witch Tree:  The Manido Gizhigans, which is translated into English as Spirit Little Cedar Tree or commonly known as the Witch Tree, is a white cedar tree seemly growing out of a rock. It’s located on Lake Superior near Grand Portage. It is over 300 years old. Paddlers should leave a pinch of tobacco as an offering to help protect them on long journeys on Lake Superior.
Tour – High Falls:  Torrents of wild water plummet 120 feet over the High Falls down to the Pigeon River in this park on the U.S. - Canadian border. The falls, the highest in the state, presented a serious obstacle to river travel, so a "carrying place," or portage, was necessary. American Indians created the ancient nine-mile trail from Lake Superior to bypass the falls. This trail became known as "The Grand Portage."

Recorders: Angela Finn, Mn/DOT and Linda Aitken, Mn/DOT

