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St. Croix River

Lift Bridge

Northbound STH 35 lane joins 
eastbound STH 64 lane in Houlton.  
All traffic is then restricted to one 
eastbound lane from Houlton to 
150th Ave.

Crash rate is about 50 percent 
higher than the average crash 
rate for two-lane rural 
roadways in Wisconsin.

Crash rate is about 90 percent 
higher than the average crash 
rate for two-lane urban trunk 
highways in Minnesota.

Queing spillback from downtown Stillwater 
typically extends to Sunnyside area.

Access from TH 36 to 
southbound TH 95 is 
circuitous; routes 
through residential 
areas.

Missing east-west 
connections force 
short, local trips 
onto TH 36.

Pedestrians in downtown 
Stillwater add to congestion 
and safety problems.

Narrow streets, limited space due to river bluffs 
and residential/historic commercial structures 
limit possibilities for alternate routing through city.

I-94 River Crossing at 
Hudson is at capacity 
during peak hours.

Diversion route 
due to TH 36/95 
congestion.

Diversion route 
due to TH 36/95 
congestion.

Diversion route 
due to TH 36/95 
congestion.

Emergency response times for 
Lakeview Hospital, the Stillwater 
Fire Department, and the 
Washington County Sheriff’s 
Department are affected during 
peak traffic periods.

STH 35/64 two lanes through 
Houlton limits capacity.

Steep gradient limitis speed of eastbound 
traffic.  Dangerous intersection increases 
likelihood of accidents.  Queing spillback 
for Bridge Lifting regularly extended to 
STH 35/64 intersection

Traffic volume on east approach of STH 
64/CTH E intersection exceeds capacity.  
Overall intersection is nearing capacity.

Restricted geometrics in downtown Stillwater limit 
traffic flow to one lane in each direction and limit 
ability of large vehicles to make turns.

Traffic volumes at downtown intersections Nelson/Main, Olive/Main, Myrtle/Main, 
and 3rd/Main exceed capacity.  Chestnut/Main does not behave as over capacity 
because signals at Myrtle and Nelson meter traffic flow to the intersection.

Lift Bridge
• Restricted geometrics limit traffic 

flow to one lane in each direction 
and leave no space available to 
manage traffic if there is an 
accident or incident on the bridge. 
Limited clearance further reduces 
capacity and speed on bridge

• Lifts limit capacity and cause 
delays and problematic queing.

• Seasonal flooding limits capacity 
and causes traffic diversion

• Maintenance activities caused by 
the poor physical condition of 
bridge incur additional costs, 
cause bridge closings and cause 
delays and traffic diversion

• Proximity to downtown precludes 
the possibility of major elevation 
changes, raising the bridge and 
eliminating the need for a Lift 
Bridge.

• Poor condition of existing 
frontage road

• Poor lighting/geometrics at 
intersection approaches

• Frontage road intersections too 
close to mainline intersections

Diversion route 
into downtown 
due to TH 36/95 
congestion.

Pedestrian 
crossing to 
school.
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