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To meet guidelines set by the Legislature 
(Laws 2008, Chapter 152), Mn/DOT 
developed a bridge program to accelerate 
replacement and repair of  a significant 
number of  state bridges through 2018. The 
2008 Legislature provided new funding and 
as a result approximately 40 fracture critical 
bridges and 80 structurally deficient bridges 
will be replaced or repaired. These numbers 
represent higher priority bridges with 
construction commencing after the Chapter 
152 program was established. Twenty other 
bridges not included in the count either 
already had work underway before the 
Chapter 152 program started, or are not 
required to be addressed by the program 
but have work planned by 2018. By the end 
of  the 2010 construction season 47 bridges 
in the program will be substantially 
complete.

Strategies

¥ Mn/DOT manages state bridges to meet 
performance targets, ensure safety and 
extend the life of  bridges in good or 
satisfactory condition within the normal 
70- to 80-year aging cycle shown in the 
graph. 

¥ Mn/DOT rehabilitates bridges to get full, 
efficient use during their service life. The 
condition of  a bridge will decline over its 
first 40 years of  use until rehabilitation 
is needed. The rehabilitation project will 

bring the bridge back into good 
condition until it gradually deteriorates 
again and replacement is necessary.

Investment/spending

Mn/DOT's investment in bridges has 
increased significantly during the last 12 
years, from $45 million in 1998 to $152 
million on average annually during the last 
three years. Under the Chapter 152 Bridge 
Program, Mn/DOT plans to invest an 
estimated $2.5 billion through 2018 for 
state bridges using about $1.3 billion in 
regular state and federal funds and $1.2 
billion in bonds sold by the state. In 
December 2009, an additional $30.3 million 
in bridge funding was provided by the 2009 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
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ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY

Mn/DOT Office Technical Support
www.dot.state.mn.us/tecsup
Steve Ryan—steve.ryan@state.mn.us

Mn/DOT Office of Project Scope and Cost 
Management

www.dot.state.mn.us/cost-estimating/news/
State Transportation Improvement Program 
(Mn/DOT's four-year construction program)

www.dot.state.mn.us/planning/program/stip.html
2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA)

www.dot.state.mn.us/federalrecovery
Minnesota Management and Budget 
RECOVERY.MN

www.mmb.state.mn.us/recovery
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