



April 30, 2008
The Honorable Steve Murphy, Chair

The Honorable Richard Cohen, Chair
Senate Transportation Committee  

Senate Finance Committee
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.    
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
Room 306




Room 121
St. Paul, MN 55155



St. Paul, MN 55155
The Honorable Bernard Lieder, Chair

House Transportation Finance and Policy Committee
423 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155



RE:  TH 61 Hastings Bridge – Reconstruction Efforts
Minnesota Statutes 161.3412 requires the Commissioner of Transportation to notify the chairs of the senate and house of representatives committees with jurisdiction over transportation policy and transportation finance each time the commissioner decides to use the design-build  method for procurement and explain why the method was chosen.  

Mn/DOT’s Metro Division has decided to use design-build for replacing the TH 61 Bridge over the Mississippi River in Hastings.   
Design-build was selected to accelerate the delivery of this project by combining the design and construction aspects of this project.   Design-build will require less time to prepare engineering plans, which will result in starting construction faster compared to our traditional methods.  Design-build will also shift the design risk of this complex structure to the design-build team, resulting in lower anticipated cost growth.      
Please feel free to contact Lynn Clarkowski, Metro Division South Area Manager at 651-234-7729 if you have questions about this project.  
Sincerely,

Thomas K. Sorel
Commissioner

cc:
Senator Katie Sieben, Room 321 Capitol Building


Representative Denny McNamara, Room 271 State Office Building

bc: 
Lisa Freese

Rick Arnebeck

Bob Winter


Khani Sahebjam, Metro

Lynn Clarkowski, Metro

Dan Dorgan, Bridge

Jay  Hietpas, OCIC

Thomas Ravn, OCIC
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