Department of Transportation – Metropolitan District
Request for Letters of Interest for a Design-Build Contract on SP 6280-367 I-35E MNPASS.

The Minnesota Department of Transportation – Metropolitan District is soliciting Letters of Interest (LOI) from companies interested in providing Design-Build services for the design and construction of SP 6280-367 I-35E MNPASS Design-Build Project.  The project is located in Ramsey County, between Maryland Avenue and Little Canada Road.

The Project Limits are complicated and are described in detail in the next two paragraphs.

The primary purpose of this project is to install one MNPASS lane in each direction of I-35E from Cayuga Street to Little Canada Road.  This means the freeway will be expanded from its current 6-lanes to 8-lanes.  The secondary purpose of this project is to remove the railroad bridge south of Arlington Avenue, and remove and replace the bridges at Arlington Ave., Wheelock Pkwy., Larpenteur Ave., the two bridges at Roselawn, the two bridges at Co. Rd. B, and the two brides at TH 36; and perform an unbonded concrete overlay of I-35E from Maryland Ave. to Little Canada Road.
The Contractor will need to coordinate closely with SP 6280-308 Cayuga Project, which will occur concurrently to the MNPASS project.  The project limits of the Cayuga Project are from I-94 to Maryland Avenue.  Note that the Cayuga Project will build the roadway for the MNPASS lane between Cayuga Street and Maryland Avenue.  The MNPASS Contractor will build the roadway for the MNPASS lane from Maryland Avenue to Little Canada Road.  However, the MNPASS Contractor will need to install the automated tolling system for the MNPASS lanes from I-94 to I-694.  The Cayuga Contractor will provide the sign foundations, but the MNPASS Contractor has to furnish and install the sign structures, signs, and electronic infrastructure between I-94 and I-694.

Additionally, the DB Contractor will need to work closely with the existing MNPASS Operations Contract and its Contractor.  The DB Contractor must install proprietary and specific hardware that is compatible with the existing MNPASS system.  MnDOT will delineate a clear line of responsibility for items the DB Contractor must furnish and install versus items that will be provided by the state.  Furthermore, MnDOT will delineate a clear line of responsibility for delineating which party is responsible for insuring the quality of installation of specific items between the DB Contractor and the MnDOT MNPASS Operations Contractor.  In general, the DB Contractor must properly install the hardware within the I-35E corridor itself, and the MnDOT MNPASS Operations Contractor must make sure the data is being properly recorded and received at the computer center and that tolls are being properly billed.

The DB Contractor will not be allowed to open the MNPASS lanes to traffic, and will not achieve substantial completion until the tolling system is fully functioning and operational regardless if the fault is occurring in an area that is the DB Contractor’s responsibility or in an area that is the MnDOT MNPASS Operations Contractor’s responsibility.
One Design-Builder will be selected for the entire project.  The selection process will have two steps.  A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is anticipated to be issued by late January 2013.  Responses to the RFQ will be evaluated to establish a list of design-build firms that will be invited to submit proposals in response to the Request for Proposals (RFP), which Mn/DOT intends to issue by late March 2013.  The technical proposals are anticipated to be due in late July 2013, with the design-build firm selected late July 2013 or early Aug. 2013.

The “Best-Value” selection process will be used to evaluate the ability of the Design-Builder to manage, design, construct and control this project to provide a quality product, on or ahead of schedule, for a reasonable lump sum price within the Department’s project budget.

The Department is seeking Design-Builders that are committed to quality, have proven experience in design and construction, will bring innovative design-build approaches to ensure timely completion, and are willing to partner with the Department for the mutual success of the project.

Companies interested in receiving notice of the RFQ release shall send an LOI in writing by January 11, 2013 to:


David Herzog, P.E.


Design-Build Project Manager


Minnesota Department of Transportation, Mendota Heights
2229 Pilot Knob Road
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
Phone: 651-366-5907

Fax: 651-406-4725 (Fax not preferred. Submitters must confirm MnDOT received faxes with a follow-up phone call.)

e-mail:   david.herzog@state.mn.us
The LOI must state the name, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address of the person who the Department may contact at your company to provide further information about the project.

Interested parties are invited to send a representative to a project information workshop at the Metropolitan District Headquarters Building, 1500 Co. Rd. B2, Roseville, MN 55113 on January 18th at 1:00 PM.
While submission of an LOI and attendance at the project information workshop are not prerequisites for participating in the procurement process, interested firms and parties are strongly encouraged to submit and attend.

The Department reserves the sole right, without incurring any liability, to change any aspect of the proposed procurement described above, including the right to not proceed with the procurement and/or the right to proceed in a different manner or on a different timeline than as described above.
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