
 

 

Mankato Urbanized Area 
Background 
On March 27, 2012, the Census Bureau identified Mankato as an urbanized area with 
a population of 57,584. 
 
Under federal law (§ 134(d)(1) of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users), all urbanized areas with a population 
of more than 50,000 individuals must have a designated metropolitan planning 
organization that is responsible for long-range transportation planning, as well as short-
range investment programming. 
 

What does designation mean? 
The MPO designation is an agreement between the governor and local units of 
government that represent at least 75 percent of the affected population, including the 
largest incorporated city (based on population). The MPO may be a separate agency 
or it may be part of an existing organization (e.g., city, county, regional commission). 
 
The local governments identified within the Mankato urbanized area include the cities 
of Eagle Lake, Mankato, North Mankato and Skyline; the counties of Blue Earth and 
Nicollet; and the townships of Belgrade, Le Ray, Lime, Mankato and South Bend. 
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For More 
Information 
Contact: 
Bobbi Retzlaff 
Office of Statewide 
Multimodal Planning 
(651) 366-3793 
bobbi.retzlaff@state.mn.us 
 

Metropolitan planning 
organizations: 
• Must be designated for 

urbanized areas with 
populations greater 
than 50,000 

• Support a 3-C 
(continuing, 
cooperative and 
comprehensive) 
planning process 

• Facilitate collaboration 
of governments, 
interested parties and 
residents 

 
In addition to Mankato, 
there are seven other 
MPOs in Minnesota: 
• Twin Cities 
• Duluth-Superior 
• St. Cloud 
• Rochester 
• Fargo-Moorhead 
• Grand Forks-East 

Grand Forks 
• La Crosse-La Crescent 



 

 
 

 
Do MPOs have specific requirements? 
Federal regulations, codified in 23 CFR 450 Subpart C, define the metropolitan 
transportation planning and programming requirements. MPOs are required to produce 
three key documents: 

• Unified planning work program – an annual listing of studies and tasks to be 
completed by the MPO and/or member agencies (with MPO funds) 

• Long-range transportation plan – a multimodal transportation plan that has a 
minimum 20-year planning horizon and identifies the region’s priorities 

• Transportation improvement program – a 4-year listing of regionally significant 
projects and projects receiving federal funds (including transit) 

 
MPOs have access to additional federal and state funds for planning activities. There 
are no additional federal or state funds for capital projects or maintenance/operations. 
 
MPOs also have specific fiscal constraint, public involvement, consultation and 
coordination requirements that must be met. Failure to meet requirements can result in 
the withholding of federal funds for capital projects. 
 
Next steps 
The MnDOT Office of Statewide Multimodal Planning will coordinate meetings with the 
Federal Highway Administration, MnDOT District 7, local governments list above, 
transit operator, Region 9 Development Commission, and other interested government 
agencies to identify an agency to serve as the MPO for the Mankato urbanized area. 
Once there is a joint powers agreement between local governments representing at 
least 75 percent of the affected population, including the City of Mankato, and an 
agreement on the agency that will be the MPO, OSMP will present the 
recommendation to the governor for his approval. 
 
As part of the process, local governments will be encouraged to consider: 

• Provisions for a joint powers agreement 
• Specific roles/responsibilities of the planning agency and the MPO policy board 
• Representation of local governments on the MPO policy board 
• Bylaws to govern the MPO policy board 

 
The deadline to designate an agency is March 26, 2013. 
 
Once an agency is designated to be the MPO, MnDOT will continue to work with that 
agency and local governments to ensure all federal and state planning requirements 
are met. 
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