
Red Wing Bridge Project

PAC #9/TAC #12 Meeting 
September 18, 2014



Agenda
• Introductions
• Preliminary Design Update
• Environmental Assessment Update
• Visual Quality Process
• Public Outreach Update
• Schedule
• Next Meeting



Overview of Major Decisions
• Decided to proceed with a new two-lane river 

crossing (steel box girder design);

• Identified a recommended alternative for the 
Wisconsin approach (jug-handle intersection);

• Identified a recommended alternative for the 
Minnesota approach (button-hook with slip-ramp)



Recommended Improvements 





Buttonhook with Slip-ramp



Preliminary Design and 
Environmental Assessment



Environmental Assessment Update 
• Detailed impact assessment process addressing federal and 

state requirements;

• Addresses the recommended and no-build alternatives;

• Considers full range of social, economic and natural 
environmental issues;

• Concludes with identification of a preferred alternative to 
advance to detailed design and construction;

• Technical studies are ongoing.



Preliminary Design Update

Bridge 25033



Preliminary Design Update

Bridge 25033





Preliminary Design Update

Bridge 25034





Field Work Update

• Phase II Contamination Study is complete

• Geotechnical drilling in progress

• Railroad and property owner coordination

• Recommendations for bridges and retaining 

walls



Constructability Review
• Contractor meetings
• Helps identify risks and ways to mitigate them
• Cost and schedule input
• Feedback used to improve design
• Common themes:

– Staging areas
– Steel procurement
– Railroad coordination

– Weather/flooding concerns



Noise Analysis

• Field work is complete

• Technical analysis complete

• Draft technical report being reviewed

• Public input

• Results included in the EA



Visual Quality Process Update



Visual Quality Advisory Committee 
Representatives:

• Photographer, Red Wing Arts Association
• Sargent’s Nursery and Red Wing Advisory 

Planning Commission
• Red Wing Heritage Preservation 

Commission
• Studio Artist, Transportation Committee, Red Wing 2020
• SHIP Coordinator (Health Improvement), Goodhue County HHS
• Planning Director, City of  Red Wing
• Prairie Island Indian Community
• Pierce County Board
• Artist, Town of  Trenton
• Student, Planning Intern





What has happened since the July PAC/TAC

• VQAC Meeting # 4
Introduced River Bridge Pier
Hybrid Concept C

• VQAC Meeting # 5 (Workshop)
Issues, Opportunities, and 
Design Directives for the 
Wisconsin and Minnesota 
Approaches



Preliminary Visualizations 

River Bridge Piers



Option “B”Option “A”



Hybrid Option “C”

Closed Overlook Open Overlook with Cables



Hybrid Option “C”

Closed Overlook Open Overlook with Cables



Hybrid Option “C”

Day



Hybrid Option “C”

Night



Color Options

Grey / Beige / Taupe



• Reviewed Project Background and 
Roadway Design

– WI Approach, MN Approach, 
U.S. 61 Bridge, Slip-ramp Bridge, 
River Bridge

• Reviewed Context Settings
• Prepared illustrated plans that 

describe the visual quality issues and 
opportunities discussed in each small 
group

Visual Quality Workshop 



• Issues Considered and Discussed
– Historic Resources 
– State/Local Entry Signs – WI and MN
– Abutments/Piers
– Retaining Walls/Sound Walls
– Vegetation/Landscape
– Medians (Street Trees, Bioswales)
– Stormwater Management
– Downtown Streetscape 

Integration/Transition
– Lighting/Railings
– Trail connections

Visual Quality Workshop



Soren’s Bluff

Downtown 
Red Wing











MN Approach Illustrative Plan – TO BE UPDATED



WI Approach Illustrative Plan – TO BE INSERTED



Next Steps for Visual Quality Process
• VQAC Meeting # 6

Finalize River Bridge Pier
Concept 

Review Summary of Design 
Directives from Workshop

• VQAC Meetings # 7 and # 8

Develop Visual Quality Manual



Public Outreach Update
• Open House #3

– October 1st, 2014
– 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
– Red Wing Library
– SPREAD THE WORD!  

• Newsletter #3 – will be direct mailed tomorrow

• Project Presentation Opportunities

• Website: http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/projects/redwing-
bridge/index.html

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/projects/redwing-bridge/index.html


Schedule
• Open House #3 – October 1, 2014

• Publish EA for Review and Comment – February 2015

• EA Public Hearing – March 2015

• Complete Environmental Review Process – May 2015

• Complete Preliminary Design Activities – May 2015

• Final Design – Summer 2015 to Fall 2017

• Construction – 2018 and 2019



Next Meeting

• PAC 10/TAC #13:
– December 18th

– 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
– Red Wing Library



Questions / Comments

Chad Hanson, P.E.
Senior Design Engineer
MnDOT – Rochester

507-286-7637
chad.hanson@state.mn.us
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