
Meeting Minutes: ATP District 6 
Date:  10/12/2018 
Minutes prepared by:  Kurt Wayne 
Location:  MnDOT D6 Headquarters – 2900 48th St NW, Rochester 

Attendance 

Members Present 

Present Name Company Present Name Company 
Yes Fausto Cabral MnDOT No Tom Faella MPO (LAPC) 
Yes Heather Lukes MnDOT Yes Dave Kramer County (Winona) 
Yes Greg Paulson MnDOT Yes Bill Anderson City (Lake City) 
No Darelynn Lehto Tribal (PIIC) Yes Ben Griffith MPO (ROCOG) 
No David Bennett City (Northfield) Yes Melinda Estey Modal (SMART) 
Yes Bryan Law Modal (Rochester) Yes Guy Kohlnhofer County (Dodge) 

Staff Present: Laurie Nagle, Kurt Wayne 

Others Present: Dietrich Flesch (Wabasha County), Brad Utecht (MnDOT OTSM), Dave Pesch (ROCOG) 

Agenda and Minutes 

A. Call to Order and Introductions 

9:10 am by Fausto Cabral (acting for Greg Paulson) 

B. Review and Approve Minutes from September 14, 2018 

Minutes from the September 14, 2018 were reviewed. 

Ben Griffith moved to approve the minutes, and Fausto Cabral seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

C. Letters/Requests 

Dietrich Flesch, the Wabasha County Engineer, presented a request to realign Federal funds on two 
Transportation Alternatives (TA) projects in Wabasha County slated for fiscal year 2019. The current STIP 
indicates Federal funds for TA projects in Plainview and Elgin in 2019. The estimated costs for the Plainview 
project have increased substantially, so Wabasha County requested the following change: 

• Increase the Federal share of the Plainview project by $200,000 



• Decrease the Federal share of the Elgin project by that same amount, meaning the Elgin project will no 
longer request Federal funds. 

• This $200,000 in Federal funds that Elgin would have received will be reimbursed to them by the city of 
Plainview, and the Plainview city council has already approved this transfer of funds. 

• This funding swap is designed to combine all Federal funds into one project, saving Wabasha County 
time and money and simplifying construction requirements for the Elgin project. 

The ATP had questions for Dietrich: 

• Is there a scope change in either project? Dietrich explained that both scopes remained essentially the 
same, but extra pedestrian elements needed to be added near the Plainview school. 

• Will the new total of Federal funds exceed 80% of the total eligible costs? Dietrich was unsure but could 
get those estimates within minutes to confirm.  

The ATP suspended a vote on this item until Wabasha County could confirm the Plainview project eligible costs 
were high enough to ensure that the Federal share would be under 80%. 

D. Greater MN Mobility Study – Brad Utecht 

Brad Utecht from MnDOT’s Office of Transportation System Management (OTSM) gave a presentation about the 
Greater MN Mobility Study soon to be completed by his office. The study aims to identify road segments in each 
district that have mobility or congestion needs that MnDOT can address. MnDOT has allocated $26 million for 
Greater MN mobility projects in years 2022 and 2023, so this study will identify low-cost projects that can 
alleviate congested areas in each MnDOT district.  

Brad presented the details of the study and gave a sample of the most congested roadway segments as 
determined by the new study parameters.  

• Lengths of segments were much shorter in this analysis than in previous studies on mobility & 
congestion. This allows MnDOT to target intersections and interchanges for project funding, not just 
roadway corridors. 

• Whether or not a road was currently under construction, and the differences between car and truck 
speeds were also factored into the analysis. 

• Ultimately, funding will to each MnDOT district to use on congested segments identified in the study. 
This funding can only be used on the National Highway System (NHS). 

The ATP suggested that a future program should also include flexibility to fund non-NHS roadways for the same 
mobility goals. 

Item C Resumed – Wabasha County Request 

Dietrich informed the ATP that the eligible costs for the Plainview project range from $870,000 to $1,000,000. 
The proposed new Federal funds for Plainview were $600,000, well under 80% of the minimum estimate. 

David Kramer moved to approve the transfer of Fed funds and to adjust the total of Plainview’s eligible costs to 
$870,000 in the STIP. Ben Griffith seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 



E. TA Subcommittee Update – Heather Lukes 

The TA Subcommittee made draft changes to the ATP’s operating procedures regarding allocating funding based 
on the rank for selected TA projects. The new guidance was worded so that it offers ATP members guidance on 
how much to fund certain projects in years where more than one project is selected for funding. The new 
guidance also indicates that the ATP prefers to fund more than one project per year but has no requirement to 
do so. This new language also helps TA applicants decide what amount of Federal funding they might request. 

The ATP also discussed including a maximum request amount of $800,000 for TA applicants. After discussion, 
the group decided that a fixed maximum didn’t allow for enough flexibility to fund the most deserving projects 
at the highest amount possible. A maximum was not added to the ATP operating procedures. 

Fausto Cabral proposed a motion – approve the draft language, allowing for final changes to be made by ATP 
staff that clarify the intent but do not change the content of the new language. David Kramer seconded the 
motion. The ATP approved the motion unanimously. 

F. LPP Update – Fausto Cabral 

Fausto informed the ATP about new program. State-aid cities and counties can apply for funding for projects 
such as new turn lanes, bypass lanes, or realignment of intersections on city and county roads. This is a new 
process that all MnDOT districts are rolling out this year, and District 6 has approximately $500,000 allocated 
towards this new program for fiscal years 2020 and 2021. This funding comes from the MnDOT district’s budget, 
and the goal of this new process is to create a more efficient and transparent process for funding local roadway 
improvements. 

The ATP discussed how this, as a funding match, will be equitable between counties with small budgets vs ones 
with large budgets. This was an information item, no action was taken by the ATP. 

G. Competitive Highway Bridge Program – Fausto Cabral 

Fausto explained that there is $25 million available statewide for bridges on the highway system. These would 
be Federal funds and District 6 could have as much as $10 million available for our bridge projects. Recently, 
District 6 submitted a request to fund a set of bridges over I-90 in the Austin area, most of which are already 
slated for replacement. 

This program is new, so districts are still learning more about the program. Statewide, TPIC will select 1 to 3 of 
the 4 district proposals to submit to the Federal program. 

H. Round Robin 

Laurie Nagle – The final 2019-22 STIP has been submitted to FHWA, and we expect approval in November of this 
year. Also CHIMES is now active – a new application that will help MnDOT districts submit projects into the STIP 
and make the process more transparent 

Greg Paulson – I’m happy to be back at MnDOT and chairing ATP 6. 



I. Adjourn 

Guy Kolnhoffer motioned to adjourn, seconded by David Kramer. The motion passed unanimously: adjourned at 
11:05 am. 

Next Meeting: November 9, 2018 – 9:00 am. 
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