
   2016 District 1 Highway Construction Program 
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Carryover projects 
 
General project information 

Letting and 
tentative 
construction 
dates 

Project 
engineer / 
supervisor 

Work description / traffic 
impacts 

1 SP 0901–67 
Hwy 23 (Carlton County)  
17 miles NE of the south Carlton 
County line  
Contractor: Northland Constructors 
Original bid ─ $3,159,914 

COMPLETED 
Let: 11/21/14 
 
Construction: 
June 1, 2015 –
Nov 11, 2016 
 

Andrew 
Deming 

Construct a new bridge and 
approaches (0.587 miles 
reconstruction) 
 
Temporary-lane closures, 
flaggers 

2 

SP 6910–89 
Hwy 23 (St. Louis County) 
In Duluth from I-35 to 84th Ave W  
Contractor: Northland Constructors 
of Duluth LLC 
Original bid ─ $10,385,411 
Remaining work $2.5 million 

COMPLETED 
Let: 4/24/15 
 
Construction: 
May 2016 – 
June 18, 2016 

Jim 
Sorenson 

In 2015, I-35 to 84th Ave W, 
(1.7 miles) will be 
reconstructed Included in the 
project; a new bridge at 
Kingsbury Creek, traffic signals, 
ADA and pedestrian crossing 
upgrades, new curb and gutter, 
sidewalks and drainage 
improvements 
 
Single lane traffic in each 
direction, temporary lane 
closures, flaggers 

3 SP 6916–104        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
In Duluth from Haines Road to Midway 
Road 
Contractor: Hardrives Inc. 
Original bid ─ $4,184,091 

COMPLETED 
Let: 7/24/15 
 
Construction: 
May to June 17, 
2016 

Jim 
Sorenson 

ADA improvements, signal 
revisions 
 
Temporary lane closures, 
flaggers 

mailto:beth.petrowske@state.mn.us


4 
SP 6918–69129A        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
Between Eveleth and Virginia 
Contractor: Kiewit  
Original bid ─ $17.1 million 

Let: 5/8/15-Wk 
Work Pkg 1 
 
Construction: 
Fall 2015 to Fall 
2017 

Pat Huston 

Early steel package, 
procurement of bridge beams 
 
No traffic delays 

5 
SP 6918–86        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
Between Eveleth and Virginia 
Contractor: Kiewit  
Original bid ─ $138,891,655 

Let:10/21/15 
Work Pkgs 2+3 
 
Construction: 
Fall 2015 to Fall 
2017 

Pat Huston 

New Hwy 53 alignment, bridge, 
approaches and interchange at 
Hwy 135 
(3.2 miles pavement) 
 
 

6 SP 0916–29        
Hwy 210 (Carlton County) 
CR 151 (Jay Cooke Rd) to Hwy 23 in 
Jay Cooke State Park  
Contractor: Veit 
Original bid ─ $21,300,000 

Let: 3/18/15 
 
Construction: 
Late-May 2015 
– late-Oct 2017 

Aaron 
Gunderson 

Resurface, drainage 
improvements, slope flattening 
 
The damaged section of Hwy 
210 has been closed since 2012 
and will remain closed until the 
project is finished.  

 

Number of carryover projects: 6 

Value: $195,021,071 
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New Projects 

General project information  

Letting and 
tentative 
construction 
dates 

Project 
engineer / 
supervisor 

Work description / traffic 
impacts 

7 SP 6904–52 
Hwy 169 (St. Louis County)  
From just W of the Six Mile Lake 
Rd to just E of Bradach Rd  in the 
Eagles Nest Lake area  
Contractor: Wagner 
Construction 
Original bid ─ $218,885 

COMPLETE 
Let: 12/18/15 
 
Construction: 
Feb to April 1, 
2016 

Rob Ronning 
Tree clearing 
 
 

8 SP 6904-46  
Hwy 169 (St. Louis County) 
From just W of Six Mile Lake Rd to 
just E of Bradach Rd, Eagles Nest 
Lake area 
Contractor: Hoffman Const Co. 
Original bid ─ $16,376,833 

Let: 11/18/16 
 
Construction: 
Winter 2017  –
summer 2018 

Rob Ronning 

Reconstruct 5.8 miles of Hwy 1, 
straighten alignment and flatten 
hills (two lane highway) 
 
Lane closures and flagging 



9 
SP 6907-48  
Hwy 2 Saginaw Weigh Station 
(St. Louis County) 
Contractor:  
Original bid ─ $117,170 

COMPLETE 
Let: 2/12/16 
 
Construction: 

July 5 – late-
July 

Brett 
Weybright 

Install variable message sign, 
public address system, 
scoreboards, over-height 
detectors 
 
Temporary, intermittent, lane 
closures 
 
 

10 

SP 6910-96        
Hwy 23 (St. Louis County) 
In Duluth from Becks Rd to I-35  
Contractor: Northland 
Constructors of Duluth LLC 
Original bid ─ $12,284,695 

Let: 4/22/16 
 
Construction: 
 

June 1 – Late-
Nov., 2016 
 
Work will 
resume in 
spring and be 
completed 
about June 17 

Jim Sorenson 

In 2016/2017, 84th Ave W to 
Becks Rd, (3.29 miles) will be 
reconstructed. Total 3.6 miles. 
Also included in the projects; a 
new bridge will be built at 
Knowlton Creek, traffic signals, 
ADA and pedestrian crossing 
upgrades, new curb and gutter, 
sidewalks and drainage 
improvements 
 
Single lane traffic in each 
direction, temporary lane 
closures, flaggers 

11 

SP 6910–98 
Hwy 23 (St. Louis County)  
At the St Louis River (WI border)  
Contractor:  
Original bid ─ $3,052,470 

Let: 12/18/15 
 
Construction: 

May 2 – Oct. 
28, 2016 
Work will 
resume in 
spring 2017 
and will be 
finished in late-
May 

Jim Sorenson 

Resurface bridge deck, replace 
expansion joints (0.1 miles)  
 
Single-lane traffic controlled by 
signals or flaggers 

12 SP 5809–15 
Hwy 23 (Pine County)  
One mile E of I-35 over the Kettle 
River  
Contractor: Lunda Construction 
Co 
Original bid ─560,850  

COMPLETE 
Let: 4/22/16 
 
Construction: 

July 11 – Aug 
19, 2016  

Andrew 
Deming 

Bridge resurfacing (0.159 miles 
of resurfacing) 
 
Detour 

13 SP 0906–48 
Hwy 33 (Carlton County)  
NB and SB from the N end of the 
St. Louis River / Railroad St to just 
N of Stark Rd in Cloquet  
Contractor: Hardrives Inc  
Original bid ─ $1,377,981 

COMPLETE 
Let: 4/22/16 
 
Construction: 

July 11 – Aug 
26, 2016 

Jim Sorenson 

Resurface 2 miles of pavement, 
signals ADA improvements 
 
Lane restrictions, minor impact 



14 

SP 5880–191 
I-35 (Pine County)  
From 1 mile S of CR 11 to 1.8 mile 
N of Hwy 23 (Pine City to Hinckley) 
Contractor: Knife River Corp.  
Original bid ─ $27,034,314 

COMPLETED 
Let: 1/29/16 
 
Construction: 

April 11 – 
Nov.11, 2016 

Andrew 
Deming 

Resurface pavement (UBO), 
replace bridge (2 miles S of 
Hwy 48 over the St. Croix 
Valley RR) approach panels 
and guard rail (11.798 miles of 
resurfacing, NB and SB) 
 
Open to four lanes, Friday, Nov. 
4 at 1 p.m. throughout the 
weekend, then lane closures 
next week until the project is 
finished. 

15 SP 6982–317 
I-35, Hwy 61, Hwy 194 (St. Louis, 
Lake Counties)  
NB and SB from Lake Ave to Hwy 
61/London Rd, Hwy 61 NB from 
Homestead Rd to 450 feet N of the 
Knife River; and on Hwy 194 
between E Skyline Pkwy and W 3rd 
St in Duluth  
Attached to projects 21 and 24 
Contractor: PCI Roads, LLC 
Original bid ─ $3,029,324 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

May 9 – Sept. 
5, 2016 
 

Brett 
Weybright 

2.4 miles of concrete 
pavement repairs, drainage 
repairs and bituminous 
overlay  
 

Lane restrictions on I-35 and 
periods of ramp closures.  
Ramp closures will require 
detours 
 

16 SP 3109–40M 
Hwy 46 (Itasca County)  
3 miles S of CR 13 at the Popple 
River  
Contractor: Gladen Construction  
Original bid ─ $757,197 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

July – Aug 
2016 

Darren Laesch 

D2 project, D1 
funding 

Resurface 0.1 mile of 
pavement, new box culvert  
30-mile detour 
 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d2/ 

17 
SP 6918–81        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
From Hwy 37 to just S of Vermilion 
Dr in Eveleth and Virginia 
Contractor: Ulland Brothers Inc. 
Original bid ─ $1,377,801 

COMPLETED 
Let: 11/20/2015 
 
Construction: 

May 9 – July 
15, 2016 

Rob Ronning 

Resurface 2.2 miles of 
pavement, drainage repairs, 
ADA improvements, lighting, 

signals, RICWS 2.2 miles 
resurfaced both NB and SB (4 
lane highway) total = 4.4 miles 
 
 
Temporary lane closures, 
flaggers 

18 SP 6917-141  
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
SB Hwy 53, from just S of the 
White Face River to Augusta Lake 
Rd  
Contractor: KGM Contractors Inc 
Original bid ─ $2,176,621 

COMPLETED 
Let: 12/18/15 
 
Construction: 

May 9 – June 
23, 2016 

Rob Ronning 

Resurface 8.1 miles pavement 

(southbound only) (2 lanes SB) 
 
Lane closures and traffic 
reduced to a single lane 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d2/


19 SP 6916–105        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
Hwy 53 at CR 91 (Haines Rd) in 
Duluth  
Contractor: Chippewa Concrete 
Services Inc. 
Original bid ─ $624,008 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

Aug 8 – Nov. 
4, 2016 

Brett 
Weybright 

Traffic signal revisions, ADA 
improvements 
 
Traffic restricted to single lane 

20 SP 6917–142        
Hwy 53 (St. Louis County) 
0.35 miles S of CR 93 to Hwy 37 
Contractor: Northland 
Constructors of Duluth LLC 
Original bid ─ $3,650,513 

COMPLETED 
Let: 7/22/16 
 
Construction: 

Sept 7 – late-
Oct, 2016 

Rob Ronning 

Resurfacing project, 12.42 
miles 
 
Lane closures 

21 SP 1603-48  
Hwy 61 (Cook County) 
4 miles NE of the Gunflint Trail  
Contractor: Northland 
Constructors of Duluth LLC  
Original bid ─ $2,495,379 

COMPLETED 
Let: 1/29/16 
 
Construction: 

May 31 – Mid- 
Nov, 2016 

Brett 
Weybright 

Replace bridge over the Devil 
Track River, approach work, 
paving (0.1 mile with bridge) 
 

Lane restrictions controlled by 
a temporary signal system 

22 SP 6926-52  
Hwy 61 (St. Louis County) 
NB lanes from the Homestead Rd 
to the S end of the Knife River 
Bridge 
Contractor: PCI Roads, LLC 
$150,000 
Sub of 6982-317 
 
 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

Mid-June – 
Sept 5, 2016 

Brett 
Weybright 

2.9 miles concrete pavement 
and drainage repairs  
 

Lane restrictions 

23 SP 3806-70  
Hwy 61 (Lake County) 
South of Beaver Bay 
Contractor: Northland 
Constructors of Duluth LLC 
Original bid ─ $3,456,410 

Let: 10/28/16 
 
Construction: 
Summer 2017  
NO WORK IN 
2016 

Derek 
Fredrickson 

Rehabilitate Beaver River 
Bridge and approaches (0.2 
miles) 
 
Lane restrictions 

24 
SP 3116-142  
Hwy 169 (Itasca County) 
From 0.66 miles SW of CR 15 to 
just E of Scenic CR 7 
Contractor: KGM Contractors Inc 
Original bid ─ $5,887,833 

Let: 6/3/16 
 
Construction: 
September 12 
2016 – Fall 
2017 
 

Jeff Tillman 

Two to four-lane expansion, 

new box culvert 1.6 miles both 
NB and SB (4 lane highway) = 
3.2 miles 
 
 
Most work will be off-road, 
some flagging 



25 SP 6933-92  
Hwy 194 (St. Louis County) 
N Mesaba Ave to I-35 in Duluth 
Contractor: PCI Roads, LLC 
$150,000 
Sub of 6982-317 
 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

May 9 – July 
15, 2016 

Brett 
Weybright 

Drainage repairs (0.9 miles, 
drainage repairs only with no 
roadway surfacing)  
 

Lane restrictions 

26 
SP 6933-94  
Hwy 194 (St. Louis County) 
From 8th St to 9th St in Duluth  
Contractor: Tony J. Lastovich 
dba/Tony’s Construction 
Original bid ─ $72,464 

COMPLETED 
Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 
Summer 2016  

Jim Sorenson 

Retaining wall and building 
removal (wall tipping, buying 
and demolishing nearby 
building)  
 

No traffic impacts expected, 
sidewalk closures can be 
anticipated 

27 SP 3614-20  
Hwy 217 (Koochiching County) 
From Front St in Littlefork to Hwy 
53  
Contractor: Mark Sand & Gravel 
Original bid ─ $4,805,864 

COMPLETED 
Let: 1/29/16 
 
Construction: 

June – Oct 17, 
2016 

Jeff Tillman 

Resurface 16.6 miles of 
pavement, improve lighting, 
repair bridge at the Rat Root 
River 
 
 
Long detour until Sept 2 

28 
SP 6980–59        
I-535 (St. Louis County) 
Blatnik Bridge to I-35 in Duluth  
Contractor: PCI Roads. LLC  
Original bid ─ $1,938,637 

COMPLETED 
Let: 6/24/16 
 
Construction: 
Aug 22-Oct 7 
2016  

Jim Sorenson 

1 mile concrete pavement and 
structural, drainage repairs  
 

Three lanes on the Blatnik 
Bridge will close, one direction 
of traffic will detour to the Hwy 
2 Bong Bridge, periods of 
ramp closures 

29 SP 8821–253        
Hwy 61, 135, 37, 73, 169, 53 (St. 
Louis, Lake, Cook Counties 
Grand Marais to Grand Portage 
Contractor: Northland 
Constructors of Duluth LLC  
Original bid ─ $4,142,300 

COMPLETED 
Let: 7/24/15 
 
Construction: 

May 9 – mid-
Oct., 2016 

Brett 
Weybright 

Maintain, improve drainage 
systems, (Exact locations won’t 
be determined until spring)  
 
Lane closures controlled by 
signals or flaggers 

30 

SP 8821-268  
Districtwide in Aitkin, Cook, 
Itasca, St. Louis Counties 
Contractor: Parsons Electric LLC 
Original bid ─ $170,825 

Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

Sept 19 – Sept 
30, 2016 
Work will 
resume March 
2017 and be 
finished by 
March 31 

Robert 
Ronning 

Rural lighting 
 
Shoulder closures and possibly 
some short-term lane 
closures/flagging 



31 
SP 8821-267  
Districtwide in Pine, Kanabec 
Counties 
Contractor:Safety Signs, LLC  
Original bid ─ $199,910 

Let: 3/18/16 
 
Construction: 

Oct 3, 2016 – 
Fall 2016 

Andrew 
Deming 

Signing project on Hwys 48,70 
and 123 
 
Intermittent lane closures 

32 
SP 8821-273  
Districtwide 

Contractor: Century Fence Inc.  
Original bid ─ $657,248 

COMPLETED 
Let: 1/29/16 
 
Construction: 

June 6 – June 
26, 2016 

Andrew 
Deming 

Sinusoidal centerline rumble 
strips 
 
Intermittent lane closures 

 

Number of new projects: 26  

Value of new 2016 highway projects: $96,465,532 

Total value of highway projects in Northeastern Minnesota: $291,486,603 

 

Please note: The “estimated cost” and “original bid” amounts do not include the cost of right 

of way acquisition or preliminary engineering work. 

 



 


