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Evaluating a Route

Evaluate a Route: provide your route and our system 
will evaluate and determine if it is appropriate.
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Enter the highway number (you don’t need to 
enter MN, US or I) on the Start line. In the 

Location field, enter a city, town or junction.
Press Tab key to begin.

Go to Via 1 and 
enter the next 

highway number 
you want to travel 

on. 

Use the Tab key 
to move between 

fields.

Note: The system can only evaluate routes 
that are State Trunk Highways

(i.e. MN, US and Interstate roads).

First, set the operation mode to Evaluate to have the 
system review your proposed route.
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With each Via 
segment entered 
the direction will 
default to North 

or East. 
Remember to 

change direction 
as needed.

When you have 
entered your last 
Via, make sure 

your ending  
highway is the 

same in the last 
Via Route field 
and in the End 

Route field.

Note: As you enter each 
highway the End/Route field 

will populate but remain 
shaded.

Continue entering your route, 
tabbing between each Via.
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Enter the final location.

Note: Use “Vicinity Of” if 
within 0.5 miles of city 

limits/location. 

For farther distances, 
use “Proximity”.

As you build your 
route (adding 

each Via), click 
on Evaluate to 

check that route 
segment. 

The Current Status and Directions 
fields will populate but will remain 

shaded.
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If your route did not pass 
(shows Failed -

Constraint), click on the 
Details button for reasons 

why. 

Tip: Review the section 
titled “If Your Proposed 

Route Fails”.

Check Current 
Status to see if 
your route has 

passed.

Click on Details 
for a full 

description of 
route and any 

issues.
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Evaluate a Return 
Reverse Route
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Operation mode must 
be set to Evaluate 
before you begin.

Click the Info 
button at your 
last Via point.

A Location 
Information dialog 

box will pop up 
(see next slide)

Then enter your 
first route.

Note: Do not 
enter your 

final location 
on the End 

line yet.

Continue listing each Via point.

Note: The highway number used for exiting to a 
local road must be the same highway number as 

on the previous Via line.
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Check “Off System” and 
then click “OK.”

Make sure 
there is a (>) 

mark in the Info 
box after you 

click “OK.”

In the Comments 
box, type in 

“Return Route To 
Start Via __”, and 

enter the 
hwy/location
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This is a view of 
the route detail.

End your route 
the same as your 

Start location, 
then click the 

Evaluate button.

Click the Details 
button for more 

information about 
the route. 
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Routing Off Our System 
onto Local Highways
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Set the Operation 
mode to Evaluate. 

Continue routing until you reach 
the point where you want to exit 

the State highway system. 
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Then click the 
Info button at the 
end of the row.

This opens the 
Location 

Information dialog 
box.

Check Off System. 

Enter the county or city junction where 
you want to exit, then click “OK.”

Enter the town or 
junction closest 

to your exit.
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A (>) mark should 
appear in the Info 

box after you 
have clicked 

“OK.”

Enter your Proximity 
and Miles to show the 
exact county road or 
city/state location you 
are using to exit our 

highway system.

Press the Tab key.
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Next, enter where 
you are getting 

back on the State 
highway system. 

Then continue until 
the end of route. 
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Current Status will tell you if your route has 
passed.

The Directions box shows your complete route. 

Press the 
Evaluate button. 
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If Your Proposed Route 
Fails
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As you enter your route check your status by clicking the Evaluate 
button. 

Do this frequently as you enter locations in the Via data fields to 
ensure that each segment has “passed”.

This shows one road 
segment where the 

route has failed.  

View Current Status to see if the route 
has Failed. 

Click Details button to see 
where the route has failed. 
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Check www.511Mn.org to find an 
alternate route if your route failed.

Status will show Partial Pass if 
the route is incomplete.
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Use  “Clear Row”
to delete the last 

Via entry

A common routing error is not 
paying attention to Direction 

(N,S,E,W). 

Make sure the direction (Dir) 
for each Via is correct.

Use “Clear All” to delete 
multiple route lines, or to 

change between Operation 
modes
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Click the Details button to see 
your complete route.

Continue your route 
until completed, then 

click the Evaluate 
button.

If your route is 
valid the 

Current Status 
will show PASS 

or PASS -
Restrictions.


