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The intent of this guidance document is to provide general procedural information for Mn/DOT personnel or contractors performing work on Mn/DOT-owned buildings.  Any deviation from procedures contained in this document must be discussed with the Environmental Investigation Unit personnel prior to implementation.

This document should not be construed as a full description of all regulations pertaining to the subject matter.  Contact the Environmental Investigation Unit in the Mn/DOT Office of Environmental Services for additional information or legal requirements.      

Subject:  Fire Department Training Burns Using Mn/DOT Buildings
Mn/DOT is responsible for proper management of buildings used for fire training purposes and retains liability associated with disposal of burn residue.  Building burns must be a legitimate training exercise, not a situation when the fire department is merely standing by during a building demolition burn.  The fire department must remain on site until the fire is completely extinguished.

State regulators understand the need to burn buildings for fire training purposes but become concerned if it appears that burning is being used as a management method to dispose of buildings in order to save on demolition costs or to expedite building removals.  Therefore, Districts are asked to limit the number of buildings burned on a project to one or two structures.  Any buildings burned for training purposes must adhere to the following procedure:
Building Burn Procedure:

1. Prior to the training burn, building/s selected for burning by the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer shall be assessed by an approved asbestos/regulated waste contractor selected from the Mn/DOT certified vendor list.  Contact Mn/DOT Environmental Services for the current approved vendor list.  The building shall be assessed for the presence of asbestos, regulated materials and all homogeneous paint systems on the building will be tested for lead content.
2. No training burn shall be conducted until all asbestos, regulated materials, and lead paint systems are removed from the building. The Mn/DOT approved assessment/oversight contractor will provide a signed final report to verify all regulated material have been removed. This report must be provided to the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer.
a. The Mn/DOT contractor shall complete and submit a Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Notification of Intent to Perform a Demolition form to the MPCA a minimum of 10 working days prior to the training burn.
b. At the time of notification, a copy of the notice must be provided to the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer.

3. The building burn must comply with Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requirements. DNR requirements are summarized as follows:

a. The training burns must be conducted using the methods detailed in the “Live Fire Burn Training Procedures for Minnesota State Colleges and Universities and Minnesota Fire Service” found at http://www.minnesotafireservice.com/otherpubs.html . 
b. The fire department shall complete and submit a DNR Fire Training Burn Application to the local DNR Forestry Office a minimum of 10 working days prior to the training burn.
c. The fire department shall provide the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer with the approved, signed, and dated DNR Fire Training Burn Application prior to the training burn.

4. A Mn/DOT District employee shall be directed by the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer to conduct a final walk-through of the building just prior to the training burn to ensure that no humans, pets, illegal drugs or refuse from dumping are present in the building.

5. Only clean hay, straw, or wood shall be used to ignite the building. Liquid petroleum products cannot be used to ignite the fire.
6. The fire training ash shall be disposed of at a MPCA permitted lined mixed municipal solid waste (MMSW or Sanitary) landfill. Within 10 days after the ash is shipped off site, a copy of the landfill scale ticket(s) shall be provided to the Mn/DOT Construction Project Engineer.
Please contact the Environmental Investigation Unit for further assistance.
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