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Atlas 14 – Downloading Data from the PFDS Server using Internet Explorer 8 

Export Table 
• Atlas 14 Precipitation Frequency Data Server: http://hdsc.nws.noaa.gov/hdsc/pfds/index.html 
• Select Project location 
• Go to the bottom of the PFDS Page once project location has been selected 
• Make sure Precipitation Frequency Estimates is selected 
• Click on Submit button 

 

Resulting table format may vary based on Internet Browser settings.  The goal is to get the data in a tabular format that 
can be opened in Excel and/or can be imported into a HydroCAD project. 

 

  

http://hdsc.nws.noaa.gov/hdsc/pfds/index.html
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Select File from the Menu 
If you have the option to Edit with Microsoft Excel then follow instructions below.  
 If you have the Option to Edit with Microsoft Word then go to page 4 
 

 

 

Edit with Microsoft Excel 
 

If you get this dialog – select Cancel and then close 
the Excel spreadsheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While still on the tabular data page, select File > Edit with Microsoft Excel again – should bring up data in tabular format 
in Excel.  

 

 

 

If the top 4 rows are as above 
with \Content … - delete the top 
rows until the top Row is: “Point 
precipitation frequency estimates 
(inches) 
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Select File > Save-As 

Enter a file name with 
the location information 

Make sure the save as 
type is CSV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Yes for message that the file may contain features not compatible with CSV 
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Edit with Microsoft Word 
Use instructions below if you have the option to Edit with Microsoft Word in 
Internet Explorer 8 to export the data from the PFDS server 

Select Edit with Microsoft Word 

 

 

 

 

Word document should open with the 
PFDS data.  Select the top 4 rows and 
delete so that “Point precipitation is 
now the top line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document should look like: 
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In Word 

select File > Save As 

Select Plain Text (*.txt) as 
the Save as type 

Navigate to project directory 

Enter file name and click on 
Save button 

 

 

 

 

 

If get File conversion dialog – accept defaults as shown at 
right and OK 
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Trouble Shooting 
If unable to get tabular data in when select the Edit with Excel option, you can download data as text file and then edit in 
NotePad: 

• From Internet Browser, Select File > Save-As and save as Text File 
• Open in Note Pad 
• Edit file by adding/deleting line returns (Enter) until file looks as below 
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