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by Cassandra Isackson
Director, Minnesota Office of Aeronautics

The past couple of months have 
been a whirlwind for me as I 
continue to get my aviation 

legs under me. It is exciting to see the 
deeply felt love and passion nearly 
everyone in aviation seems to have. 
Their heartfelt dedication and sincere 
motivation is clearly evident.
 We are here to work for you and to help keep aviation in 
Minnesota vibrant, safe, and thriving. In fact, we are currently 
wrapping up the new “State Aviation Systems Plan” (SASP) 
and making sure our programs align with the SASP goals. 
These goals include:
	 •	 Reduce	aviation	accidents	and	injuries,	and	to	enhance	
airport operations.
	 •	 Ensure	that	Minnesota	citizens	and	businesses	have	

convenient access to the air transportation network.
	 •	 Improve	airports’	abilities	to	become	more	financially	
sustainable.
	 •	 Provide	a	reliable	aviation	system	for	all	Minnesotans.
	 •	 Ensure	the	integrity	of	our	airports’	infrastructure	
without compromising future needs.
 With your continued input and ideas, I am very confident 
we will accomplish these goals.
 When you go flying, why not make flying an adventure 
as you travel to an airport in a Minnesota city that you have 
never before visited. Discover that local city and its treasures. 
Minnesota has so much to offer and as an aviator, you have 
a fast and easy way to see many places in a relatively short 
period of time. 
 Take a few friends with you who may have never flown in 
a GA aircraft. Introduce them to flight and show them the 
beauty they can only see from the air. Share an opportunity 
with them to discover that the adventure begins with aviation!

Picking your landing spot 
 In a world where we are bombarded with information 
at every turn, we tend to lose site of meanings. Our vision 
and memories are often clouded or blurred by the amount 
of information we receive on a daily basis. Too often very 
different words and concepts become accepted (in general) 
by the masses as being one and the same when in fact, given 
a little thought, we are reminded that they (the words) are 
actually quite different. 
	 Look	at	the	words	“objective”	and	“purpose.”	When	asked,	
many	–	if	not	a	majority	of	people	today	–	will	say	that	those	
two	words	mean	the	same	thing.	It	isn’t	that	they	haven’t	
known the differences or definitions; it is quite simply that 
our society has allowed the differences to be muddled…to be 
mashed into a single definition, as it were.
 The same thing is true about “leadership” and 
“management.” These two words have very different meanings 
and overtones, yet most people treat them as being the same. 
Rest	assured	they	are	not	the	same.

 Using a simple definition we can say that leadership 
provides the vision, direction, goals, and principles for a group 
or	organization.	Management	on	the	other	hand,	directs	the	
resources	including	the	people	in	that	group	or	organization	
according to the vision, direction, goals and principles 
established by the leadership. That being said, you cannot have 
true leadership without sound management, nor can you have 
true management without sound leadership. Author/Lecturer 
Stephen	R.	Covey	describes	the	differences	as,	“Management	
is efficiency in climbing the ladder of success; leadership 
determines whether the ladder is leaning against the right wall.”
 We see then that leadership without management often 
sets a vision or direction with little regard to what it will take 
to get there. Additionally, we see that management without 
leadership works to maintain the status quo in line with 
previously	established	plans.	Business	tycoon	Ross	Perot	said	
of leadership and management, “Lead and inspire people. 
Don’t try to manage and manipulate people. Inventories can 
be managed, but people must be led.”  
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 That leads to this question ‘can leadership and 
management	be	separated?’	According	to	authors	P.	Hersey	
and	K.	Blanchard,	“Leadership	occurs	any	time	one	attempts	
to influence the behavior of an individual or group, regardless 
of the reason. Management is a kind of leadership in which 
the	achievement	of	organizational	goals	is	paramount.”	
 As stated earlier, we can now see that leadership and 
management together should effectively produce a vison while 
controlling and managing the resources needed to achieve 
that vision, and doing so while consistently moving toward a 
stated goal or outcome. 

Preparing to takeoff
	 So	what	does	this	have	to	do	with	aviation?	Everything!	
On at least a weekly basis, the aviation community is 
threatened by downturns due to outrageous gas prices brought 
about by outrageous oil prices. We see threats of extensive fees 
brought about by federal agencies. We see threats of potential 
cost explosions to be levied against aircraft owners and their 
pilots because of security issues brought about by terrorism in 
our world. 
 We see reports in the aviation news dailies about threats 
to airports across the nation brought about by encroachment, 
lack of understanding, lack of communication, or a simple 
disregard for safety for aviators, as well as for the people who 
are allowed to buy, build, and work on property at the fence 
of	airports	or	just	off	the	end	of	runways	well	within	stated	
safety	zones	that	should	be	clear	of	everything.
 What general aviation and aviation in general needs 
today is for every aviator to take an active leadership role in 
supporting aviation and their airport(s) right now. This can be 
done by becoming well informed about the important issues 
facing aviation today. Then each aviator can make dedicated 
efforts on a consistent basis to educate the non-aviators of 
their community, community leaders, and their state and 
federal legislative representatives about the importance, value, 

and necessity of and for general aviation in our communities.
 Aviators need to communicate regularly with their airport 
manager and management team. Ask the manager what YOU 
as an individual can do to support or assist him/her and their 
staff. Ask what their plans are for the future of the airport. 
 Support the “Adopt-an-Airport” program and assist your 
airport manager in making that program a local success that 
clearly benefits the entire community. You can also help your 
local airport support the “Adopt-a-School” program and help 
spread the word about aviation and its many facets to the 
youth of your community.
 Do your research and know your facts about General 
Aviation	and	your	airport.	Remember	that	General	Aviation	
has a $12.2 billion impact on the state of Minnesota through 
its	network	of	135	public	airports.	Also,	GA’s	impact	includes	
the	creation	of	164,900	jobs	in	Minnesota,	while	providing	
more than $6.5 billion in labor income annually.
 It is time for every aviator to take on a leadership role for 
the benefit of aviation for sure, but also for the continued 
benefits aviation brings to their community and the 
surrounding region. It is extremely important to remind the 
leaders and community members that your airport is the 
“front door” to your community. 
 Become an activist for your airport. If you fly or use 
the airport for any reason, you know its value. Take that 
knowledge and passion for aviation and share it throughout 
your	community	and	surrounding	region.	Remember,	
in	the	words	of	the	Metropolitan	Airports	Commission,	
“Each	airport	is	unique,	but	all	provide	valuable	resources	
for the metropolitan community, encouraging growth in 
commerce	and	jobs,	providing	green	space	and	recreational	
opportunities, and boosting the local area economy.”
 So let the continuing challenge of leadership move you to 
be an active leader for aviation. Add your voice and support to 
keeping aviation and your local airport a vitally important and 
truly valuable part of your community.

VERO	BEACH,	FLA.	(June	25,	2013)	–Piper	Aircraft,	Inc.	
has	received	Type	Certificate	(TC)	approval	from	the	Federal	
Aviation Administration to incorporate the Garmin G1000 
avionics suite into new twin-engine Piper Seminole aircraft 
models	for	delivery	beginning	this	year.	With	this	latest	TC,	
the Garmin G1000 is standard equipment on nearly all new 
Piper products.
 Garmin’s G1000 is a seamlessly integrated all-glass 
avionics panel that makes flight information easier to scan and 
process.
	 Garmin’s	reliable	GRS77	Attitude	and	Heading	Reference	
System	(AHRS)	provides	accurate,	digital	output	and	
referencing of aircraft position, rate, vector and acceleration 
data. The latest Garmin G1000 software on the Seminole 
includes Vertical Profile View and user-defined holding 
patterns.

Van’s Aircraft Delivers Their First Fly-Away RV

After 40 years of supplying kits for amateur-built 
aircraft,	Van’s	Aircraft,	Inc.	stepped	into	a	new	
world on May 31, 2013, when it delivered its first 

certified,	fly-away,	ready-to-go	Van’s	airplane.	George	Longino	
of	Dallas,	Texas,	arrived	at	Van’s	Aurora,	Oregon	facility	
and	accepted	the	key	to	his	new	“Signature	Series	RV-12	
S-LSA”	from	company	founder	Dick	VanGrunsven.	RV	
transition training was provided. A total of 12 Signature Series 
airplanes have been completed or are under construction. 
Additionally,	Sporty’s	Pilot	Shop	has	announced	that	a	
Signature	Series	RV-12	will	be	its	2014	Sweepstakes	airplane																			
(www.vansaircraft.com).
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Twin-Engine Seminoles Join Piper’s G1000 Club AircrAft
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EAU CLAIRE, WIS. – Sixteen-year-old, Bridget Usher of Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, has received the first annual Youth Aviation 
Adventure (YAA) Aim High Scholarship for area youth. Usher 
became eligible for the scholarship when she participated in 
the 2012 Youth Aviation Adventure event, which featured 30 
pilots and instructors who led 12 learning stations. NASA 
rocket scientist Bryan Palaszewski was keynote speaker of the 
event.
 Usher, a sophomore at Regis High School in Eau Claire, 
took advantage of a free EAA Young Eagles plane ride; 
obtained a free EAA student membership; completed Part 
1 (Recreational Pilot) of Sporty's Complete Flight Training 
DVD Course; took her first flight lesson, courtesy of grants 
from EAA Young Eagles; and submitted a 500-word essay 
about her experience.
 Youth Aviation Adventure - Eau Claire is part of a national 
organization that is now offering events at 26 airports across 
the nation exposing young people to the world of aviation. 
YAA - Eau Claire is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. YAA 
was founded in Columbus, Ohio, as a way for Boy Scouts 
to earn their Aviation Merit Badge. Since that time, it has 
expanded to include any interested youth between the ages of 
12 and 18. 
 Local businessman and pilot Jack Fay brought the event 

to Eau Claire four years ago, and recruits volunteers and 
raises funds from area sponsors to run the event and cover 
expenses. Last year, Fay developed the idea of offering a 
$500.00 scholarship for an area youth to support educational 
aspirations related to any field.
 “This scholarship is a great way to reward curiosity and 
engagement among young people in Eau Claire," Fay said. 
"Our core belief at YAA is that it can be a catalyst for students 
to think of what they might be able to achieve whatever their 
endeavor in life. Bridget's essay was a shining example of just 
that. As she reflected in her essay, this experience has created a 
lifetime impression of something she never thought she could 
do. She exudes the thought and passion with which young 
people can approach their goals." In Usher’s words, “Even 
when you’re not in the air, flying gives you the feeling of 
both pride and accomplishment, and I’m looking forward to 
getting my license someday.”
 Sparking interest in aviation careers has taken on increased 
importance as the number of commercial pilots has continued 
to fall behind industry needs. The Boeing Company has 
forecast a need for 460,000 new pilots (69,000 in North 
America) by 2031. 
 Funding and in-kind sponsors of Youth Aviation 
Adventure - Eau Claire include Xcel Energy, Royal 
Construction, Ralph and Ann Kisor, Gordy's Country 
Market, Mayo Clinic Medical Transport, Audio Architects, 
DigiCopy, EAA Squadron 507 (Eau Claire), Boy Scout 
Council of Chippewa Valley, Chippewa Valley Regional 
Airport, Heartland Aviation, and NASA (Bryan Palaszewski). 
In addition, more than 30 pilots and airport personnel, 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire student volunteers, 
community members and others, donate their time, expertise 
and energy to make the event possible.
 For more information, contact Jack Fay at n58763@gmail.
com.

Partnerships Among Aviation Campuses 
In Minnesota

ANOKA, MINN. – Anoka-Hennepin School District 
students interested in aeronautics now have the opportunity 
to get credit due to a partnership with Minnesota State 
Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) and Minnesota State 
University, Mankato (MSU).
 Anoka-Hennepin’s Secondary Technical Education 
Program (STEP) will begin offering courses in aviation 
technology in the fall of 2013.
 The specified aviation occupations curriculum at the high 
school level is linked with the curriculum of specified aviation 
occupations program(s) at the post-secondary level in such 

Youth & Education

Youth Aviation Adventure’s First Annual Aim High Scholarship
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a way that duplication and overlap of instruction is virtually 
eliminated, according to the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) Office of Aeronautics. MnDOT’s 
aeronautics office helped make the aviation technology 
articulation agreement possible.
 The new initiative is intended to keep some of the 
$48 million in tuition lost each year to colleges outside of 
Minnesota in the state of Minnesota.

K-State Flight Team Earned Top 20
Finishes At National SAFECON 2013 

COLUMBUS, OHIO – A Kansas State University Salina 
Flight Team, comprised mostly of first-time competitors, 
brought home six Top 20 finishes at the National 
Intercollegiate Flying Association’s National Safety & Flight 
Evaluation Conference (SAFECON) and competition, May 
6-11, 2013, at Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 
 The team won an invitation to the national competition 
by placing second in the association’s Region VI competition 
in October 2012. Teams from 29 collegiate aviation programs 
across the country participated. 
 The competition consists of 13 events, with members of 
the K-State Salina team placing in the Top 20 in five events: 
Ground Trainer, IFR Simulated Flight, Message Drop, 
Preflight, and Power-off Landing. 
 K-State is located on the Salina campus adjacent to Salina 
Regional Airport. The aviation program has a modern fleet 
of more than 40 aircraft and more Master Certified Flight 
Instructors than any other college or university in the country. 
K-State Salina offers affordable bachelor’s degrees in aircraft 
maintenance, airport management, avionics, professional pilot, 
unmanned aircraft systems, technology management, and 
engineering technology (www.salina.k-state.edu/aviation).

Everything a Homebuilder Needs!

800.221.9425  Overseas 618.654.7447  

Aluminum & Steel Tubing AN Hardware Anodized Aluminum Parts

Aluminum & Steel SheetAircraft Grade Sitka Spruce Plywood

Call us and get your copy of our current catalog, 
or visit us online for the complete catalog 

and 24/7 ordering capability.

www.WicksAircraft.com

2612 Wicks MF Everything 2 Ad.in1   1 3/17/10   2:00:24 PM

organizations

q

q

K-State Salina’s National SAFECON 2013 team: Front Row (L-R): Ian 
Barnhart, Ryan Cady, Samantha Hoff, Tyler Thull, Cameron Calvert, 
Martin Harvey.
Back Row (L-R): Scott Bell, Tosh Taylor, Matt Elston, Trevor Henson, 
Bert Hutchison, Shane Richardson, Josh Solomon, and team advisor, 
Tom Karcz

CAF Searches For 
New National Headquarters Location

MIDLAND/ODESSA, TEXAS – The Commemorative 
Air Force (CAF) has announced plans to establish the CAF 
National Airbase near a major metropolitan area. The new 
facility, described by CAF officials as an “airbase,” will contain 
a year-round aviation attraction, house CAF staff, and support 
volunteer CAF members who will organize and execute an 
annual warbird air show/fly-in. This new airbase will also 
serve as a base of operations for some of the CAF’s most 
significant flying vintage military aircraft.
 The CAF plans to establish several airbases at key locations 
around the country. At each airbase, the public attraction 
will contain flying vintage military aircraft, combined with 
interactive educational displays, entertaining activities and an 
annual air show. Additionally, the CAF will look to partner 
with other leading innovative, historical, educational and 
entertainment based organizations to accomplish its mission.
  The CAF, which was founded more than 55 years ago, is 
dedicated to maintaining and flying its fleet of 156 vintage 
military aircraft in order to educate Americans on the history 
and importance of our country’s efforts to protect freedom 
through airpower (www.commemorativeairforce.org).




