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by Jay Hietpas
Assistant Director of Aeronautics

The bitter 
cold and 
snowy 

conditions of the 
winter months 
have given way to 
longer, warmer days 
and the promise 
of spring. We can 
already find spring 
and even summer clothes in the stores, 
and lawn mower ads on TV! Soon we 
will be hearing the rumble of thunder 

and the hearty patter of spring rain.  
 Now is when many pilots who did 
not fly during the winter will begin to 
get ready to once again take to the air. 
I urge you to plan ahead and be sure to 
use your best safety practices, always, 
both on the ground and in the air.
 I also want you to know that your 
Office of Aeronautics continues to 
work hard to help keep you informed 
and aware through our safety seminars 
and technical bulletins. We also hold 
events with our aviation partners to 
help ensure we are doing what we can 
to make flying easier, better, and safer in 
Minnesota.  

 With that in mind, here are a few 
of our coming aviation learning/safety 
events: 
	 •	2013	Minnesota	Aviation	
Maintenance Technician Conference - 
March	25	-	26.
	 •	2013	Minnesota	Airports	
Conference	-	April	17-19.
	 •	2013	Minnesota	Seaplane	Pilot's	
Safety	Seminar	-	May	3-5.
	 Let’s	work	together	to	make	2013	
the safest year ever. Share with us and 
each other, your ideas, information and 
suggestions.	Plan	well	before	you	fly.	
Stay alert when you fly. Have fun.
 Enjoy the beauty of flight as we 
move toward spring and as the days get 
longer! 

by Rachel Obermoller
Aviation Representative

Did	you	know	that	over	80	
percent of invasive species 
that transfer between bodies 

of water do so via ducks, geese, and 
Minnesota’s own common loon? Did 
you	also	know	that	27	percent	of	all	
statistics are fabricated? In case you 
weren’t sure, I made that up. All of it. 
Yet invasive species are a real concern, 
and their encroachment into previously 
uncontaminated waterways grows with 
each passing year.
 News media presents clips of giant 
flying carp on rivers, government 
agencies enforce new procedures for 
preventing the spread of destructive 
species like milfoil and zebra mussels, 
and rivers and lakes have restrictions 
on operations and usage. Invasive 
species present many potential issues for 
seaplane pilots as well as boaters. Some 

states have taken a tightly restrictive 
stance on seaplane operations to 
attempt to curb the spread of various 
non-native plants and animals. Other 
states are more permissive, yet that 
does not mean a risk does not exist for 
contamination.
 Seaplane pilots are generally a 

conscientious bunch, particularly 
when it comes to issues surrounding 
access to waterways in their aircraft. 
We enjoy relatively unrestricted access 
to usable waterways in Minnesota 
and many other Midwestern states. 
Through continued stewardship of 
these resources, as well as responsible 
flying practices, seaplane pilots can help 
ensure this remains the case.
 So, what’s a seaplane pilot to do 
when trying to prevent the spread 
of both invasive species, as well as 
undesirable species of plants and 
waterborne animals?
 The first step for seaplane pilots is 
to know the waterways where you want 
to operate. The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) maintains 
a website devoted to education about 
invasive species and preventing their 
advance throughout Minnesota, as well 
as a list of known infested waterways. 
Know the lakes and rivers you will be 

The Days Are Getting Longer
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using and whether they contain invasive species. Then, make 
decisions about whether you will use those bodies of water, 
and what precautions you will take.   
 You can find these DNR resources at: http://www.dnr.state.
mn.us/invasives/index_aquatic.html. The first choice when a 
waterway is infested with an invasive species is to avoid its use. 
If that option isn’t realistic, there are other options available to 
prevent the spread of aquatic plants and animals.
 If your aircraft is of the amphibious variety, consider a 
brief stop at a land airport to clean off your floats and remove 
any evidence of contamination. You can also scrub your floats 
and any other areas of your aircraft that came into contact 
with water with a handled brush you keep in the aircraft or 
your float compartment. This includes portions of the float or 
hull, as well as water rudders and other components, which lie 
at or below the water line. Even if you can’t get the aircraft out 
of the water, doing this before you depart can loosen anything 
which might be attached and help prevent its transfer to other 
bodies of water.
 It should go without saying that when you pump your floats 
out, pump them into the body of water you have been using to 
prevent contamination between water bodies, or pump them 
onto land where they will not drain into another water body. 
Pilots	should	also	remove	any	evidence	of	aquatic	plants	and	
animals attached to the floats or aircraft prior to departure.
 What about these items you might pick up between 
starting the engine and your takeoff run?
 One obvious measure is to avoid taxiing through areas 
where vegetation is present. Not only can weeds impair the 
use of water rudders, but in thick weeds, water rudders may 
lift out of the water and become significantly less effective. 
Avoid these areas whenever possible and cycle your rudders 
prior to departure to shed anything which might be attached. 
Once airborne, you can also lower and raise the water rudders 
while over the body of water you just departed to try to 
loosen and remove anything attached to them. If you are 
amphibious, you might consider cycling the gear as well, but 
make sure it goes back to the desired position.
 As far as aircraft storage is concerned, the best storage 

option for minimizing the potential for transfer of undesired 
aquatic species is to store the aircraft on land. By removing 
it from the water, it is easier to find and remove anything 
attached to the aircraft. By allowing the aircraft to dry, items, 
which require water to survive, will in time die.
 The DNR recommends removing or killing hard to see 
invasive species which might be harbored in or on boats 
by allowing them to dry at least five days on land before 
entering a new water body or spraying with hot, high pressure 
water. While this may not always be practical for the average 
seaplane, when possible, a thorough scrub of the floats, 
especially with hot or high pressure water, or allowing it to 
dry out of the water whenever possible, presents the best 
option for controlling invasive species.
 Another decontamination method recommended by 
some to prevent the spread of invasive species involves using 
a bleach solution to kill anything, which might be harbored 
inside of damp or wet float compartments. A five-part water 
to one-part bleach solution can be sprayed after any standing 
water has been removed to kill anything, which might have 
taken up residence in your floats. YouTube also has a short 
yet comprehensive video about cleaning and decontaminating 
seaplanes, and can be found by searching for “Seaplane 
Inspection	&	Decontamination	Training	2010”	at	www.
youtube.com
 Within Minnesota, the DNR has identified several 
invasive species they watch and attempt to control. Some you 
may have heard of, like zebra mussels or milfoil; others might 
be more obscure, like curly-leaf pondweed, spiny water flea, 
and various forms of snails.   
 Descriptions of known invasive species, how they are 
spread, what they look like, and information about preventive 
measures can all be found on the DNR’s website. With a 
little advance planning, a little elbow grease with a scrub 
brush, and an attitude towards responsible stewardship of 
natural resources, seaplane pilots can help prevent the spread 
of invasive species as they are out exploring and enjoying 
the many seaplane-friendly lakes and rivers throughout the 
Midwest.

SOUTH	ST.	PAUL,	MINN.	–	Wipaire,	Inc.	has	received	
new approvals for several Supplemental Type Certificates in 
Sri	Lanka.	SA1311GL	has	been	approved	for	Wipline	8750	
floats,	which	were	certified	on	the	Cessna	208	Caravan	in	July	
2012.	The	Wipline	8750	is	currently	undergoing	certification	
testing	for	the	Cessna	208B	Grand	Caravan.	The	floats	boast	
a	gross	weight	increase	to	8,750	lbs,	an	increase	of	390-750	
pounds, depending upon aircraft configuration.
	 SA270CH	has	been	approved	for	a	gross	weight	increase	
for	the	Cessna	208	Caravan	in	landplane	and	float-equipped	
configurations	to	8,360	pounds.	In	conjunction	with	Wipline	
8750	floats,	aircraft	with	the	Wipaire	gross	weight	increase	
installed	can	operate	at	8,750	pounds	on	Wipline	8750	floats.

	 Wipaire’s	single-point	fuel	modification,	SA00059WI,	
has	been	approved	for	the	Cessna	208	Caravan,	Cessna	208B	
Grand	Caravan,	and	Quest	KODIAK.		The	system	can	
be installed on the aircraft in either landplane or seaplane 
configuration. It allows the aircraft to be filled from the 
ground, eliminating the need for ladders and enabling the 
aircraft to be fueled more safely and expeditiously. In aircraft 
equipped with a TKS anti-ice system, the risk of damage 
resulting from over-the-wing fueling is eliminated. Wipaire’s 
electronic monitoring ensures that the aircraft is reliably 
topped off, while a digital display with touch screen controls 
provides an easy interface for the user (www.wipaire.com).
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