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Mn/DOT ADA Compliance Checklist for Curb Ramps - Guidance
1)  Check the ramps’ running slope (slope in the direction of travel).  This must be less than or equal to 8.3% (1 inch per foot).  Use a 10 foot straight edge with a smart level to check this.
2)  When checking the running slope with a 10 foot straight edge, make sure the surface is compliant with Spec. 2521.3C, which says “The surface shall not vary more than 3/16” from a 10 foot straight edge.”  Look for any bellies or ridges in the concrete ramp surface greater than 3/16”.  Also, the joints in the walk should be being finished with a 1/4” radius jointing/edging tool and contraction joints should be approximately 1/8” wide per Spec. 2521.3C.
3 & 4)  Check the ramps’ cross slope at the midpoint of the ramp.  This must be less than or equal to 2.0%.  In cases where the grade of the gutter flow line exceeds 2.0%, the ramp cross slope adjacent to the gutter may exceed 2.0%, but should not exceed the slope of the flow line and should transition to a 2.0% cross slope as soon as is practical.  Be sure to document this condition when it exists.
5 & 6)  Check the landing dimensions and slopes.  The landing must be a minimum 4’ X 4’ and not have a slope greater than 2.0% in any direction.
7)  Check the landing location.  Landings must be located at the top of each ramp.
8)  Check truncated dome placement and orientation:

The domes must cover the entire curb opening (anywhere that the curb height = 0).  The domes should be oriented in the direction of travel whenever possible, but should be within 1-2 feet of the back of curb if there is nothing obstructing the pedestrian from entering the street from the side of the ramp.  If there is turf or another obstruction next to the ramp that would keep a person from approaching the ramp from the side, then the domes can be placed in the direction of travel with one corner 3 inches from the back of curb and the other corner up to 5 feet from the back of curb.  The grade break for the ramp should occur at the front edge of the dome and any “triangular” shaped concrete area between the front edge of the domes and the back of curb should have a slope of 2% or less in all directions (except in cases where the flow line grade exceeds 2% as mentioned above).  
Note 1:  Whenever square domes are placed around a radius, the backs of each section of domes should be touching to form a “continuous” detectable warning around the radius.  Radial domes should be used in this case if available.

Note 2:  Some corners may have multiple ramps and multiple landings to get from the street elevation up to the adjacent sidewalk elevation.  If this is the case be sure to check all ramps, landing areas, and sidewalks for compliance.
9)  After a rain event, check the completed ramps to make sure that neither the ramps nor the gutters are holding water and everything appears to be draining properly.
10)  Check for vertical discontinuities.  Anything greater than ½”, and the panel should be removed and replaced.  Anything between ¼”- ½” should be beveled at a 1:2 slope.

11)  If any portion of the ramp is not compliant and cannot be made to be compliant, be sure to document the pre-construction and post-construction ramp conditions and explain why the ramp cannot be constructed so that it is “fully compliant”.  Also, circle one of the given reasons that best describes why the ramp isn’t compliant.
A)  Surrounding Geography – The ramp couldn’t be constructed to be compliant because of the surrounding geography.  For example, having to tie the walkway into nearby doorways/entrances or, the roadways adjacent to the walkway have steep slopes so that it is impossible to construct the ramps using maximum slopes and staying within 30 feet of the back of curb.
B)  Limited Scope of Project – Upgrading the ramp to meet standards would have required work that is outside the scope of the project.  For example, utilities, such as fire hydrants, street light poles, traffic signal poles, manhole covers, etc., that could not be moved as part of the project.  

C)  Contractor Performance – The ramp could have been constructed to be compliant but the contractor failed in constructing the ramp.

D)  Other – Any reasons that don’t fit into the three categories listed above.  Include a description of the situation that caused the ramp to be constructed non-compliant.
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