
HISTORY OF Mn/DOT REVENUE CHANGES 
MOTOR FUEL TAX RATES PER GALLON: MINNESOTA 

Year Description 

1975 Increased from 7 to 9 cents per gallon 
1980   9 to 11 cents  
1981   11 to 13 cents  
1983   13 to 16 cents  (for eight months) and then to 17 cents  beginning January 1, 1984 
1988  17 to 20 cents  
1994 Phased out 2-cent gasohol credit over 4 years 
2008 Chapter 152 authorized a number of changes to the fuel tax rates from 2008 to 2012; including  

a general rate increase of 5 cents phased in by October 1, 2008, and a debt service surcharge 
that increases to 3.5 cents  by 2012 

2008 April 1  20 cents to 22.0 cents (2 cent general increase) 
2008 Aug 1  22.0 cents to 22.5 cents (debt service surcharge)  
2008 Oct 1  22.5 cents to 25.5 cents (3 cent general increase) 
2009 Jul 1  25.5 cents to 27.1 cents (debt service surcharge)  
2010 Jul 1  27.1 cents to 27.5 cents (debt service surcharge)  
2011 Jul 1  27.5 cents to 28 cents (debt service surcharge)  
2012 Jul 1  28.0 cents to 28.5 cents (debt service surcharge)  

MOTOR FUEL TAX RATES PER GALLON:  
FEDERAL, MINNESOTA, AND NEIGHBORING STATES, DEC. 2010 

Cents per gallon Federal MN WI SD IA ND

Gasoline 18.4 27.5 30.9 22.0 21.0 23.0 

Diesel 24.4 27.5 30.9 22.0 22.5 23.0 

Gasohol (10% blend) 18.4 27.5 30.9 20.0 19.0 23.0 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION TAXES 

Year Description 

1981 Increased passenger vehicle registration taxes by phasing in an increased minimum tax 
1986 Increased truck registration taxes for heavier trucks 
1989 Adjusted schedule for reduction of taxes paid for passenger vehicles as they become older, such 

that citizens pay more over the life of the vehicle 
2000 Retained the same policy for calculating the tax for passenger vehicles, but provided a 

maximum tax of $189 for the first renewal and a maximum tax of $99 for the second and 
subsequent renewals 

2008 Modified registration tax policy for passenger vehicles to institute a process similar to what 
existed prior to 2000, by eliminating caps and changing the depreciation schedule; these 
provisions are phased-in by virtue of a provision that provides that for currently registered 
vehicles, no one’s tax will be higher in a current year than it was in the previous year. 
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