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1INTRODUCTION

County, along with the City of Minneapolis, Metropolitan Council/Metro Transit, and the 

between Lake Street and the Midtown Greenway, and preliminary engineering for I-35W 

st



EE&K a Perkins Eastman Company
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the region, including the adjacent Midtown Greenway and nearby Hiawatha Light Rail Transit 

these and similar projects, the I-35W Lake Street Transit Access Project Public Art Framework is 
intended to help guide public policy makers, facility owners and neighborhood area stakeholders 

PROJECT BACKGROUND

This plan is intended to be implemented incrementally as the I-35W Transit Access Project is 

PROJECT PURPOSE

P
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Plunge
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3APPLICABLE PRECEDENTS AND PROGRAM
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The Midtown Greenway
The Midtown Greenway Public Art Master Plan 

example, the following Lake Street Streetscape 

“The design of the streetscape along Lake 
Street should be coordinated with Greenway 

easily replaceable, which signal that one is 

On top of the bridge over Lake Street, there 
should be some visual or aural reminder that 

replicated on all the bridges passing over the 
Greenway and could take the form of a type 
of rumble strip which cars drive over or an 
electronic element that produces a change in 

words through the radios of cars driving over 

were also made for the I-35W overpass, 

use of passing cars overhead and helps move 

Teri Kwant and Greg Ingraham
Midtown Greenway
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In the early stages of this project a broad set of public art themes were explored with the Public Advisory 

Program Themes



Water Weaving Light Cycle 

Rope Bridge Proposal Image
Bruce Williams, Port Glasgow

If You Lived Here You'd be Home
Metro Arts in Transit

Landscape Feature

City History
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Turbulent Line Proposal image for 
Brisbane Airport

Persistence of Vision

Carolina
Celadon Remnants

Jean Shin, MTA Arts for Transit

Winged Guardian, Teddy 
Movement

Community Portrait Cultural Objects
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Water Table/Water Glass
Buster Simpson

Terpsichore for Kansas City, 
Mags Harries, Lajos Hedér, David Moulton, 
Roberta Vacca and Bobby Watson, 

Parking Garage, Kansas City, Missouri

Landings, Ceiling sculpture with text, map, 

Sustainability

Light
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4AREAS OF ART OPPORTUNITY
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what is important with regards to color, 

Does the work address the architectural scale 
of the project or does it relate to a more 

and contextually with the surrounding 

Is there an interest to include writers/poets, 
photographers or curated temporary/ changing 

Each area of opportunity may have its 

is the commitment to maintenance by the 

 

example, government agency, neighborhood 

During the course of this study, the Public 
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structure would include a design team process partnering a public 
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Form liner for concrete

“Medallion” insets in concrete
Painted design on concrete

Concrete, stone, glazed ceramic, paint

PARAPET RAILINGS & FASCIA PANELS: 

neighborhoods, how the artwork relates to the architectural scale of the 

Form liner for concrete

Mosaics embedded into concrete

neighborhood side streets 

Sculpted brick over concrete wall

Concrete, stone, glazed ceramics

RETAINING WALLS:



Form liner for concrete

“Medallion” insets in concrete
Painted design on concrete
Mosaics embedded into concrete

Light

Andrew Leicester

PRECEDENT 
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provide the most hospitable environment for public art for several 



Mural, sculptural relief, photographic, or text

light box, or porcelain enamel

graphic expression  

Sonia Romero
Urban Oasis
Los Angeles - Metro Transit - MacArthur Park stop

PRECEDENT 
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The risers could create a focal point from the lobby entrance and create 

Dependent upon the base materials and needs to be durable for foot 

or RFP

PRECEDENT 

Deborah Mersky
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Railings include the stair rails in the lobbies, along the mezzanine 

Panel insets within a standard framework

or resin

expression

RAILINGS:  

Andrea Dezso

MTA Arts for Transit

PRECEDENT 
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Inside/outside light may be an important factor in the visual interest 

BRIDGE PIERS:
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Form liner for concrete, including the use of integral concrete

“Medallion” insets in concrete

Concrete, stone, or bronze



art into site elements, outdoor gallery space, as well as programming 

ensure the plaza becomes a place of community pride, ownership, and 



Programmed, colored lights would add another dimension of space, 

PRECEDENT 



Stevens and Second Avenue, but more importantly frame the transit 

WALLS: 

Translucent colored panels
Mosaic murals

expression



Customized cast-in-place integral colored concrete

Pavers 

Concrete, stone, brick, or bronze

Joan Miró
La Rambla

Barcelona, Spain

PRECEDENT 



  Space around the periphery of the plaza could 
be designed to encourage musical, dance, or other expressive 

Bill and Mary Buchen 
Drum Circle
Ohio State University

PRECEDENT RFP

PRECEDENT 



 For use in the Green Crescent, with limited visibility due to 

unless a specialized form could be economically produced and could be 

For lobby or transit plaza

Concrete, stone, brick, or metal

Bruce Williams

West Sussex

PRECEDENT 



The Green Crescent provides a linkage between the plaza, Lake Street, 

into the Green Crescent’s site elements imparts greater meaning and 

to the number of site elements in the Green Crescent, one or several 

Midtown Greenway adjacent to the Green Crescent holds historical 



Form liner for concrete

“Medallion” insets in concrete
Mosaics embedded into concrete

neighborhood side streets 

Sculpted brick over concrete wall

Concrete, stone, glazed ceramics, brick, paint, mosaics

RETAINING WALLS:
Vicky Scurri 

or graphic expression

PRECEDENT 



This concept was inspired by the cache of historic architectural 

the development of the city and consequently the historical homes in 



Concept 3: Cultural Heritage
(High Quality Connection Elevation)

Midtown Greenway

Lake Street

Concept 2: Neighborhood History
(High Quality Connection Elevation)

Midtown Greenway

Lake Street

Concept 1: Movement  
(High Quality Connection Elevation)

Midtown Greenway
Lake Street
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This concept was inspired by the richness of culture within the project 

comprised of the many ethnic groups that live in the eight surrounding 
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A sculpted landscape with seasonal interest as a possibility, or focus on 

LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS:

Customized cast-in-place integral colored concrete

Pavers 

Concrete, stone, brick, bronze

Shauna Gillies-Smith
LandWave
Boston

PRECEDENT 
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Consider a series of commissioned sculptures or temporary sculptures 

that would add a dimensional element in front of the retaining walls 

Jenn Dixon
Bubbles from Flip Books Series

PRECEDENT 



Heart of the Beast, Mayday Parade

PRECEDENT 

RFP

  Space around the periphery of the crescent could 
be designed to encourage musical, dance, or other expressive 

PRECEDENT 
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The Green Crescent provides a linkage between the plaza, Lake Street, 

into the Green Crescent’s site elements imparts greater meaning and 

to the number of site elements in the Green Crescent, one or several 

Midtown Greenway adjacent to the Green Crescent holds historical 



Form liner for concrete

“Medallion” insets in concrete
Mosaics embedded into concrete

neighborhood side streets 

Sculpted brick over concrete wall

Concrete, stone, glazed ceramics, brick, paint, mosaics

RETAINING WALLS:
Jean Shin

or graphic expression

PRECEDENT 
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Panel insets within a standard framework

or resin

expression

RAILINGS PRECEDENT 

Lisa Elias
Loring Bike/Pedestrian Bridge and Pocket Park Railing and Screen 
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-Engineering, if needed
-Conservator’s review of materials
-Based on maintenance intervals and methods for cleaning and ease of 
repair

-Agencies commitment to maintenance – upfront agreement

allowing other materials upon further review in a case by case basis

likely require repair to occur on-site, while freestanding works may be 

-Program Themes
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may be based on the interview process and/or the submission of a 

alongside the design team to develop artwork that meets the 
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Forecast Public Art

Walker Art Center

Allina 
Children's Hospitals and Clinics
K-Mart
Wells Fargo
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Project, and this chapter outlines the steps necessary to successfully implement public art as an 



•  A preliminary inventory of acceptable materials for each area of 

•  If a report for Design Criteria has been developed, it should be made 

for the 

PART 3

PART 1

PART 2



consultants to develop preliminary designs consistent with the PART 4

PART 5



PART 1

indicate the feasibility of producing the proposed artwork within the 



 

PART 2

Minnesota and must conform to all applicable federal, state and local 



PART 1 PART 2







6RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS

• To ensure that all maintenance of public artworks is completed with the highest standards of 
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• Warranty and maintain the work of art against all defects of material 

and with

• Hold the copyrights for all artworks and designs created under 

to reproduce the work in two dimensional form for the purposes of 

• , upon the advice 

and
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